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Introducing the all-new BMW Z4 Roadster. Fueled by a potent 
yet efficient 300-horsepower engine with a 0-60 time of 5.1 
seconds; the all-new BMW Z4 redefines the art of roadster 


driving. Its elegant interior and sporty suspension create a 


visceral connection to the road below while the retractable 


hardtop supplies some much-needed oxygen above. The drive 
has never looked more beautiful. To watch artist Robin Rhode 
and his stunning Z4 paintbrush, visit ExpressionOfJoy.com. 


Your 300-horsepower paintbrush. 


BMW 2009 
The all-new 
Z4 Roadster 


1-800-334-4BMW 
ExpressionOfJoy.com 


The Ultimate 
Driving Machine’ 


EDITOR'S LETTER 


ast Sept. 27, Ole Miss stunned Florida 31-30 in the SEC home 
opener for the mighty Gators. The Rebels, a 23-point underdog 
fresh off a loss at home to Vanderbilt, rallied from a 17-7 halftime 
deficit to hand Urban Meyer's club a troubling early season loss. 

The Gator faithful panicked — and so did we. 

About five months earlier, holed up in the War Room at Athlon Sports 
(otherwise known as the downstairs conference room), we selected Florida | 
as our preseason No. | team in the nation. So you can understand our con- 
cern when the Gators failed to make it out of September without a loss. 

Well, as you are well aware, this story has a happy ending — for both 
Florida and Athlon Sports. Led by Tim Tebow, Percy Harvin and a much- 
improved defense, the Gators rolled through the rest of their schedule with- 
out a loss and celebrated the school’s second national championship in three 
seasons by defeating Oklahoma 24-14 at Dolphin Stadium in Miami. 

Florida's win capped off another strong season for us in the predictions game. 
The website stassen.com tracks the accuracy of preseason magazines. Over the 
last three years, Athlon ranks first among the magazines/websites tracked; we 
finished second overall in 2006, first in ’07 and tied for sixth in ’08. 

There is more to our magazine than the predictions, but we realize that 
they are an important part of what we do. We try to be extremely thorough 
when making our picks, and we do our best to be as accurate as possible. 

As usual, the National Edition of our magazine includes our detailed look 
at the new head coaches for the 2009 season. There will be 22 new skippers 
in the FBS ranks this fall. Some names you know, like Bill Snyder at Kansas 
State and Lane Kiffin at Tennessee, and some you don't, like Paul Rhoads at 
lowa State and Doug Marrone at Syracuse. 

Every year, I attempt to uncover some hidden gems — an under-the-radar 
hire (or two) that will pay big dividends. Two years ago, I jumped on the Tim 
Brewster bandwagon at Minnesota. He had no track record as a head coach, 
but he just seemed like the right man at the right time for Minnesota. Well, | 
the jury is still out on Brewster. After stumbling through a I-11 record in 
2007, the Gophers opened the ’08 campaign with a 7-1 record before los- | 
ing their final five games. In two seasons, he has an 8-17 record with one 
bowl appearance. 

Last season, Jerry Kill at Northern Illinois was my guy. After a successful 
career downstate at Southern Illinois, I figured the fiery Kill would restore 
order in DeKalb. So far, so good. The Huskies improved from 2—10 in 2007 
to 6-7 last year, and, more important, increased their win total in league 
play from one to five. 

This year, there are two new coaches on my radar — Rich Ellerson at Army 
and Gary Andersen at Utah State. Ellerson went 56-34 in eight seasons at 
Cal Poly, employing an option attack that is perfect for the Black Knights. 
He also has strong ties to West Point — his father and his two brothers at- 
tended Army, and John, his oldest brother, was the captain of the football 
team in the early 1960s. Andersen was previously the defensive coordinator 
at Utah, but he also has experience as a head coach. He went 4—7 in one sea- 
son at Southern Utah in 2003, but those four wins were more than the 
Thunderbirds won in the three previous seasons combined. 

Army and Utah State currently reside near the bottom of the FBS food 
chain, but it looks as though both schools have made excellent hires. 

We hope you enjoy the magazine this year. As always, we'd love to hear 
what you think. E-mail us at editor@athlonsports.com with your thoughts. | 


oh 


Mitchell Light, Managing Editor 
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Was it the name of the very first still? Or did the seventh recipe Ol c. 
make the best sippin’ whiskey of all? Maybe Mr. Jack just fele . . 


seven was his lucky number. Truth be told, no one knows the ~ 
origin or significance of “Old No. 7” on our label. Except Mr. 
Jack. And we won't be hearing from him any time soon. e a 
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The following is an alphabetical listing and page location for all 
120 FBS team previews. Starting on page 50, the 
previews appear in the book according to the team ranking. 
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They’re the teams within the team — those cohesive little units bound 
together by their shared responsibilities within the larger team context. 


Whether it’s the offensive linemen firing off time after time into those familiar blocking sleds, or the 
defensive linemen drilling repeatedly on how to shed blockers, or the defensive backs breaking 
on ball after ball — these teams in miniature hone their tasks on the practice field 
until those tasks become second nature. | 
Whether or not these units function as one can make the difference be- 
tween winning and losing, and a single unit can carry a team to New Year’s 
Day — or beyond. 
| It’s entirely fitting, then, for us to honor the best of the best at each position 


BEST UNITS 


TOP QB UNITS 
1, FLORIDA 6. OKLAHOMA STATE 
2. OKLAHOMA 7. KaNsas 
3. TEXAS 8, ILuNoIs 
4, OREGON 9. OLE Miss 
5. PENN STATE 10. USE 
TOP RB UNITS TOP WR/TE UNITS TOP OL UNITS 
L. OKLAHOMA 1. USC 1. USC 
2. GEORGIA TECH 2. NOTRE DAME 2. TEXAS 
3, CALIFORNIA 3. OKLAHOMA 3, GEORGIA 
4. PENN STATE 4. KANSAS 4, lowA 
5. USC 5, TEXAS §, FLORIDA STATE 
6. OKLAHOMA STATE 6, CINCINNATI 6. LSU 
7. LSU 7. FLORIDA 7. OKLAHOMA STATE 
8. CLEMSON 8, ILuNoIs 8, RUTGERS 
9. ALABAMA 9, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 9. OHIO STATE 
10. Wisconsin 10. LSU 10. BOSTON COLLEGE 
TOP DL UNITS TOP LB UNITS TOP DB UNITS 
1. OKLAHOMA 1. FLoRIDA 1. FLORIDA 
2. FLORIDA 2. OKLAHOMA 2. USC 
3. Ont0 STATE 3, PENN STATE 3, TENNESSEE 
4, VIRGINIA TECH 4, ALABAMA 4, CALIFORNIA 
5, CLEMSON 5. IOWA 5, VIRGINIA TECH 
6, NORTH CAROLINA 6. GEORGIA 6. ALABAMA 
7. USC 7, TEXAS 7. lowA ‘+ 
8. ALABAMA 8. BOSTON COLLEGE 8. ONI0 STATE g 
9. OLEMISS 9, MICHIGAN STATE 9. UCLA : 
10. NEBRASKA 10. Connecricur 10. BOISE STATE 3 
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BRETT FAVRE 
IN WRANGLER RELAXED FIT 


FLORIDA With Tim Tebow back for another season, Florida is 

the favorite to win its third national championship in the last four 

seasons. The senior has compiled an impressive résumé in three 
years, rushing for a school-record 43 touchdowns and throwing 67 more. 
Considering his success on the ground, it can be easy to overlook his ef- 
fectiveness as a passer. Tebow has thrown only 11 interceptions in 681 
career attempts while completing 66 percent of his passes. Despite a slug- 
gish start to last season, Tebow ended the year with 42 combined touch- 
downs and 3,419 yards of total offense. He also earned SEC Offensive 
Player of the Year honors and finished third in the Heisman Trophy voting. 
With another solid season, Tebow can easily stake his claim as one of the 
best players in college football history, and he could also earn his second 
Heisman in the process. Despite the loss of Percy Harvin, the Gators have 
capable options in tight end Aaron Hernandez and receivers Riley Cooper, 
Andre Debose and Deonte Thompson — meaning the Gators shouldn’t 
have any trouble lighting up the scoreboard in 2009. Tebow’s backup, John 
Brantley, adds a different dimension to the offense, as he is a drop-back 
passer with a big arm. The sophomore threw for 235 yards and three 
touchdowns in limited work last season. Incoming freshman Jordan Reed 
brings an interesting mix of size and athletic ability and will be one to 
watch in 2010. 


2. OKLAHOMA Sam Bradford turned down a shot at being the No. 1 
pick in the NFL Draft for a chance to bring Oklahoma’s eighth championship 
to Norman. The defending Heisman Trophy winner posted ridiculous stats 
last year, throwing for 4,720 yards and 50 touchdowns while leading the 
Oklahoma offense to an average of 51 points per game. He has been one 
of the most accurate passers in college football over the last two years, 
completing 69 percent of his attempts and leading the nation in passing ef- 
ficiency in back-to-back seasons. He earned an abundance of hardware 
for his prolific 2008 season, including first-team All-America honors by the 
Associated Press, the Davey O’Brien Award and the Big 12 Offensive Player 
of the Year award. Although the Sooners lose four starters on the offen- 
sive line, as well as receivers Manuel Johnson and Juaquin Iglesias, Brad- 
ford’s return should keep this offense among the best in the nation. 
Redshirt freshman Landry Jones ranked No. 100 in the 2008 Athlon Con- 
sensus 100 and should be the No. 2 passer this season. 


a | . 

3. TEXAS The Longhorns were oh so close to playing in the national 
championship game, and Colt McCoy’s return should have them in con- 
tention once again. McCoy posted his best season in Austin last season, 
throwing for 3,859 yards and 34 touchdowns. He won’t draw any com- 
parisons to former Longhorn Vince Young in the rushing department, but 
McCoy did run for 561 yards and 11 scores last season. The senior fin- 
ished second in Heisman voting, won the Walter Camp Football Foundation 
Player of the Year award and earned second-team All-America honors by 
the Associated Press. With some intriguing options behind McCoy, the 
Longhorns are in great shape for the future. Junior John Chiles has proven 
to be a dangerous runner, totaling 322 yards and four scores in 18 games, 
but he will play some at receiver this season. Sherrod Harris has battled 
injuries but will compete for the No. 2 spot. Incoming freshman Garrett 
Gilbert ranked No. 9 in the 2009 Athlon Consensus 100 and finished his 
high school career as Texas’ all-time leader in passing yards with 12,532. 


NEXT UP 
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FLORIDAS TIM TEBOW 


4. OREGON In one season, Jeremiah Masoli has gone from fifth-string 
on the depth chart to Heisman Trophy contender. Although Masoli doesn’t 
have the prototypical build for a quarterback — 5'11", 214 pounds — he’s 
proved to be a perfect fit in Chip Kelly’s spread attack. Injuries to Nate 
Costa and Justin Roper opened the door for Masoli to start the final 10 
games of the season, and he took advantage, amassing 1,744 yards and 
13 touchdowns through the air. The junior picked up where former quar- 
terback Dennis Dixon left off in the rushing department, totaling 718 yards 
— including 100-yard performances against UCLA and Oklahoma State 
— and 10 scores. One of his best efforts came against Arizona, as he to- 
taled five touchdowns and 387 yards of total offense while earning Pac-10 
Player of the Week honors. Roper returns as the No. 2 option and has four 
starts to his credit, including a 2007 Sun Bowl victory over South Florida. 
Sophomore Darron Thomas is a promising 6'3" dual-threat quarterback, 
but he may redshirt this season, especially with Costa expected to return. 


5, PENN STATE In his first season as a starter, Daryll Clark led Penn 
State to a Big Ten championship and its second BCS bowl appearance in the 
last four years. Clark’s dual-threat abilities allowed the Nittany Lions to 
turn the clock back to the Michael Robinson era, when they experienced 
success with the spread offense. Clark earned first-team All-Big Ten hon- 
ors after throwing for 2,592 yards and 19 touchdowns. He excelled in the 
Spread HD offense, rushing for 282 yards and 10 scores on the ground 
while finishing 25th in the nation in passing efficiency. The Nittany Lions 
lose their top three receivers from last season, but Clark’s return will en- 
sure they remain in the race for a Big Ten title. Freshman Kevin Newsome 
ranked as the No. 72 prospect in the 2009 Athlon Consensus 100 and got 
a jumpstart on his collegiate career by joining the team for spring practice. 
Newsome is considered a raw passer but is a tremendous athlete, and 
with the Nittany Lions short on depth at quarterback, he could play in 2009 
before assuming the starting role in 2010. 
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OKLAHOMA Chris Brown and DeMarco Murray 


combined to rush for 2,222 yards and 34 scores last 

season, and with both players back in the fold, the 
Sooners get the nod as the top backfield in the country. Murray 
is one of college football’s most electrifying all-around players, 
boasting a 28.2-yard average on kickoff returns and 33 total 
touchdowns in two seasons. He earned first-team All-Big 12 
honors last season while rushing for 1,002 yards and 14 scores, 
along with catching 31 passes for 395 yards and four scores. 
Brown is a tough between-the-tackles runner at 5'11", 215- 
pounds and finished tied for fourth nationally last season with 
20 rushing touchdowns. Mossis Madu experienced a breakout 
year last season, rushing for 475 yards and six touchdowns. 
With Brown and Murray firmly entrenched as the workhorses, 
Madu is expected to see time as a slot receiver. Redshirt fresh- 
man Jermie Calhoun and sophomore Justin Johnson represent 
the future of the Sooner backfield. Johnson ranked as the No. 
89 prospect in the 2008 Athlon Consensus 100 and carried the 
ball 14 times last season. Calhoun ranked as the No. 8 prospect 
in 2008 and possesses an intriguing mix of power and speed. 
Despite the loss of four starters on the offensive line, it’s hard 


to imagine that the Sooners will take a step back on offense— —Siumss = 


SSH 


especially with the top backfield in the nation. 


2. GEORGIA TECH Any doubts about the option offense working in 
the ACC were quickly erased last season. The Yellow Jackets ranked fourth 
nationally with an average of 273 rushing yards per game en route to a 9-4 
season. Jonathan Dwyer had a monster year in his first go-round as a 
starter, rushing for 1,395 yards — fourth-most in Georgia Tech history — 
adding 12 touchdowns and collecting nine 100-yard games. He became 
the third player in school history to earn the ACC Player of the Year award 
and has earned first-team preseason All-America honors from Athlon 
Sports. Roddy Jones enjoyed a solid freshman season, rushing for 690 
yards — including 214 against Georgia — and four scores. After sitting 
out a year as a transfer from Louisville, Anthony Allen is poised to make 
an impact. Allen rushed for 20 touchdowns and more than 1,000 yards in 
two seasons as a Cardinal, and his 6'0", 225-pound frame should help the 
Yellow Jackets inside the red zone. Lucas Cox, Marcus Wright and Embry 
Peeples combined for 334 yards last season and will provide quality depth. 


3. CALIFORNIA As long as Jahvid Best could stay healthy last sea- 
son, the Golden Bears knew they had one of the rising stars in college 
football. Despite playing with an elbow injury most of the year, Best tallied 
1,580 yards to stretch the Golden Bears’ string of 1,000-yard rushers to 
seven consecutive seasons. He posted 15 rushing touchdowns, earned 
first-team All-Pac-10 honors and set a school record with a robust 8.1 
yards per carry. His 131.7 rushing yards per game led the Pac-10 and 
ranked third nationally. He closed out the year on a tear, gashing rival Stan- 
ford for 201 yards and two touchdowns, rushing for 311 yards and four 
scores against Washington and carrying the Golden Bears to an Emerald 
Bowl victory over Miami with 186 yards and two touchdowns. Should Best 
miss any snaps due to injury, the Golden Bears won’t suffer much of a 
drop-off with Shane Vereen. Last season, Vereen caught 27 passes for 221 
yards and added 715 yards and four scores on the ground. With Best and 
Vereen returning, the Golden Bears should have no trouble pushing their 
streak of 1,000-yard rushers to eight seasons. 


NEXT UP 
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OKLAHOMA'S MOSSIS MADU, DEMARCO MURRAY AND CHRIS BROWN 


4. PENN STATE With Javon Ringer, Shonn Greene and Chris Wells 
stealing the running back spotlight in the Big Ten, it was easy to overlook 
Evan Royster. He impressed in limited work as a freshman in 2007 but 
emerged as one of the top rushers in the nation with a full workload in 
2008. Royster rushed for 1,236 yards — which ranked among the top-10 
single-season performances in school history — and 12 touchdowns. He 
earned second-team All-Big Ten honors and ranked 14th nationally with 
an average of 6.5 yards per carry. Stephfon Green announced his pres- 
ence to the college football world more than a year ago with a huge spring 
game and built off that momentum to become the perfect complement to 
Royster. The speedy 5'10" Green rushed for 578 yards, including 132 on 
nine carries against Temple, while catching 15 passes for 268 yards and 
one touchdown. Brent Carter and Brandon Beachum add quality depth to 
the offense; the two combined for 243 yards last season. 


5, USC With the Trojans breaking in a new quarterback, the rushing at- 
tack could be featured more prominently this season. Fortunately for Pete 
Carroll, there are — as always — plenty of talented and capable options 
in Los Angeles. Joe McKnight rushed for 659 yards, caught 21 passes and 
ranked third in the nation among running backs with an average of 7.4 
yards per carry last season. He appears to be on the verge of a breakout 
year. Despite splitting carries with two other players, McKnight earned 
honorable mention All-Pac-10 honors last year. Stafon Johnson led the 
team with 705 rushing yards and nine touchdowns last season, while C.u. 
Gable added 617 yards and eight scores. Adding depth will be talented 
sophomore Marc Tyler, speedy redshirt freshman Curtis McNeal and jun- 
ior Allen Bradford, who missed most of last season with a hip injury. Full- 
back Stanley Havili is an underrated receiver out of the backfield — he’s 
caught 62 passes in three seasons — and an effective lead blocker for the 
stable of quality tailbacks. 
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USC Having one of the most talented receiv- 

ing corps in the nation should be the perfect 

remedy for the Trojans as they break in a new 
quarterback. Whether it’s Aaron Corp, Mitch Mustain or 
Matt Barkley taking snaps — and all signs point to Corp 
— the quarterbacks should have no trouble keeping the 
chains moving this season. Damian Williams capped off 
an excellent 2008 campaign with 10 catches in the Rose 
Bowl and placed second on the team with nine touch- 
down receptions. He is an Athlon second-team presea- 
son All-American who should have excellent rapport with 
Mustain, his former teammate at both Springdale (Ark.) 
High School and the University of Arkansas. Ronald John- 
son averaged 17.3 yards per catch last year and appears 
poised to have his finest season in Los Angeles. Junior 
David Ausberry’s catch total fell last year, but with 
Patrick Turner out of eligibility, Ausberry should see both 
his playing time and his workload increase. Redshirt 
freshmen D.J. Shoemate and Brice Butler ranked among 
the top prospects in the 2008 Athlon Consensus 100 and should see play- 
ing time this season. Sophomore Blake Ayles caught only six passes in nine 
contests last year but should team with senior Anthony McCoy to form one 
of the top tight end combinations in the nation. 


2. NOTRE DAME After winning only 10 games over the last two sea- 
sons, the Fighting Irish are hungry to make a run at a BCS bowl. Jimmy 
Clausen’s development at quarterback is crucial to Notre Dame’s hopes, 
and he will be throwing to one of the top groups of receivers in the nation. 
Junior Golden Tate set a Notre Dame bowl record with three touchdown 
catches and 177 receiving yards in last season’s win over Hawaii. The huge 
performance in the bowl pushed him to 1,080 receiving yards, which 
ranked as the fifth-best single-season total in school history. He is aver- 
aging 19.0 yards per reception for his career and is among the top deep- 
threat receivers in college football. Michael Floyd missed two games due 
to injury but posted solid numbers in his freshman season, catching 48 
passes for 719 yards and seven scores. Duval Kamara is a quality third re- 
ceiver, as the junior has 52 career catches for 563 yards and five scores 
to his credit. Tight end Kyle Rudolph had a fantastic freshman season and 
will only get better with more playing time. 


3. OKLAHOMA If there is one position where Oklahoma can afford to 
reload, it’s at receiver. Despite the departures of Manuel Johnson, Juaquin 
Iglesias and Quentin Chaney, the Sooners have the top receiving group in 
the Big 12. Tight end Jermaine Gresham is a preseason first-team Athlon 
All-American who led OU with 14 touchdown receptions last season. With 
more opportunities, Gresham should top the 1,000-yard mark this season 
and reach double-digits in touchdowns for the third time in his career. Ryan 
Broyles burst onto the scene last season, catching 46 passes for 687 yards 
and six scores. He will be counted on for a bigger role in the offense this 
season and should push past the 1,000-yard mark. Although the rest of 
the Sooner receiving group is inexperienced, there is little doubt about the 
talent. Adron Tennell was highly regarded coming out of high school and 
is searching for his breakout season. Sophomores Jameel Owens and De- 
juan Miller and junior Brandon Caleb should emerge as solid options for 
quarterback Sam Bradford, and Mossis Madu, a tailback, will also be used 
in the slot. 


NEXT UP 


USC'S DAMIAN WILLIAMS, DAVID AUSBERRY, ANTHONY MCCOY 
AND RONALD JOHNSON 


4, KANSAS The Jayhawks’ Big 12 North title hopes rest with an of- 
fense that ranked 21st nationally in total yards and eighth in passing. Todd 
Reesing’s return under center gives the Jayhawks more than enough am- 
munition to make a run at the North title. Catching passes from Reesing 
will be Athlon preseason second-team All-America receiver Dezmon 
Briscoe. As a sophomore, Briscoe blistered opponents for 92 catches, 
1,407 yards and 15 scores. And his biggest outing came against the Big 12 
champs. Although the Jayhawks came up short against Oklahoma, Briscoe 
had a monstrous 12 reception, 269-yard showing with two touchdowns. 
Those 269 yards were the most in a single game in the NCAA last season. 
Former quarterback Kerry Meier turned into a reliable No. 2 receiver for 
Reesing, catching 97 passes for 1,045 yards and eight touchdowns. Meier 
and Briscoe became the first receiving duo in Kansas history to top 60 re- 
ceptions and 900 yards in the same season. Johnathan Wilson returns for 
his junior year as a solid third option, catching 43 passes for 573 yards and 
three scores in ’08. 


5. TEXAS The best offseason news the Longhorns received had to be 
the extra season of eligibility that the NCAA awarded to Jordan Shipley. 
Shipley had 89 receptions last season — third in Texas single-season his- 
tory — and led the team with 11 touchdown catches. The roommate to 
quarterback Colt McCoy, Shipley caught a touchdown pass in each of the 
first eight games of the season — a Texas school record. He was also a 
valuable weapon on special teams, scoring twice and averaging 26.3 yards 
per kickoff return. Replacing Quan Cosby’s 92 receptions won’t be easy, but 
the Longhorns have recruited this position well, and a couple of players ap- 
pear poised for a breakout season. Sophomore Malcolm Williams aver- 
aged 17.9 yards per catch last season and posted a career-high 182 yards 
and two touchdown catches in the memorable shootout with Texas Tech. 
Juniors Brandon Collins and James Kirkendoll combined for 56 receptions 
last season, while sophomore Dan Buckner ranked as the No. 40 prospect 
in the 2008 Athlon Consensus 100. Standout tight end Blaine Irby had his 
2008 season cut short by injury, and his future is in doubt. His loss would 
be a significant blow for McCoy & Co. 
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USC In the eight years Pete Carroll has been 

at the helm at USC, the Trojans have produced 

seven first-team All-Pac-10 linemen. With the 
returning talent in 2009, Carroll and the Trojans figure 
to add to that number. Five starters return from a unit 
that helped lead the way for an offense that finished 14th 
nationally in scoring, 22nd in rushing and 22nd in pass- 
ing. Center Kristofer O’Dowd is a preseason Athlon first- 
team All-American, and his presence and continued 
improvement will be especially important in 2009, as the 
Trojans are breaking in a new quarterback. Guard Jeff 
Byers, a second-team All-Pac-10 selection last season, 
was granted a sixth season of eligibility. Charles Brown 
started 13 games at left tackle and was a key reason 
why the Trojans allowed the fewest sacks in the Pac-10 
last year. Joining the starting lineup last season was 
Butch Lewis, who started seven games at right tackle, 
and Alex Parsons, who started 10 games at right guard. 
Although all five starters return, the Trojans have tal- 
ented options who could find their way into the starting 
lineup. Redshirt freshman Matt Kalil and sophomores 
Martin Coleman and Tyron Smith could earn significant 
snaps. 


2. TEXAS USC ranks as the top offensive line for 2009, but the Long- 
horns aren’t far behind. With four starters returning, this unit should open 
up plenty of passing lanes for quarterback Colt McCoy and keep the Long- 
horns in contention for their first Big 12 title since 2005. Left tackle Adam 
Ulatoski is an Athlon preseason first-team All-American who has started 
30 games over the last three seasons. The mammoth 6'8" tackle was the 
top lineman on an offense that averaged 42.4 points and 475.8 yards per 
game. Center Chris Hall has started a game at every position on the line 
and is an Athlon preseason second-team All-American. Tackle Kyle Hix and 
guard Charlie Tanner are returning starters, and both have played in over 
25 games in their careers. Hix and Tanner should contend for All-Big 12 
honors this season. Replacing two-time honorable mention All-Big 12 se- 
lection Cedric Dockery at guard won’t be easy. However, the Longhorns 
have brought in several quality linemen, including the No. 24 prospect in 
the Athlon Consensus 100, Mason Walters. 


3. GEORGIA Injuries forced the Bulldogs to start eight different play- 
ers along the line last season, and perhaps the best lineman on this team 
—Trinton Sturdivant — was lost in the preseason due to a knee injury. De- 
spite the injuries and inexperience, the Bulldogs’ front line allowed only 
17 sacks and led the way for the offense to average nearly 150 rushing 
yards per game. With the experience gained last season and a healthy 
starting five in 2009, Georgia should be much better up front. Sturdivant’s 
return is key, especially with a new quarterback and running back taking 
over in Athens. Sturdivant was an SEC All-Freshman pick in 2007 when he 
became the first freshman to start a season opener at left tackle for Geor- 
gia since 1989. Ben Jones impressed as a true freshman, starting the final 
10 games at center and earning SEC Offensive Lineman of the Week hon- 
ors after a win vs. Kentucky. Clint Boling started 12 games and is a mem- 
ber of the Athlon preseason All-SEC second team. Cordy Glenn, Vince 
Vance, Chris Davis and Justin Anderson all started games last season and 
will compete to fill out the remaining two spots in the lineup. 


NEXT UP 


HOLMES, JEFF BYERS; KNEELING: BUTCH LEWIS AND CHARLES BROWN 


4. IOWA Three starters return from one of the most successful offen- 
sive lines in the Big Ten last season. The front five pounded opponents for 
188.7 rushing yards per game and led the way for running back Shonn 
Greene to earn Big Ten Offensive Player of the Year honors. Greene left 
for the NFL, but the Hawkeyes should be in good shape with the returning 
talent on the line, quarterback Ricky Stanzi and sophomore running back 
Jewel Hampton. Anchoring the line are tackles Bryan Bulaga and Kyle Cal- 
loway, both Athlon preseason first-team All-Big Ten selections. Bulaga 
started all 13 games at left tackle, while Calloway started all 13 on the 
right side. Julian Vandervelde started the final nine games at left guard 
and is expected to be a key piece on the interior this year. The Hawkeyes 
have to replace two solid starters in guard Seth Olsen and center Rob Brug- 
german, but Rafael Eubanks, Josh Koeppel, Andy Kuempel, Dan Doering 
and Dace Richardson are all experienced and talented options. 


5, FLORIDA STATE Rick Trickett is regarded as one of the top offen- 
sive line coaches in college football, and he has molded the Seminole line 


into the best in the ACC. Florida State has made significant strides on the 
line over the last two seasons, and with five starters returning this year, 
it should be the team’s strength. Rodney Hudson is an Athlon preseason 
second-team All-American who has 23 starts over the last two seasons. 
Hudson led all Seminole linemen with 893 plays and missed only eight line 
assignments last season. Ryan McMahon started all 13 games at center 
last year and earned honorable mention All-ACC honors. McMahon and 
Hudson anchor one of the top interiors in the nation and will be joined by 
several young players ready to take on more prominent roles. Tackle An- 
drew Datko earned freshman All-America honors last season after start- 
ing 12 games at left tackle. Zebrie Sanders, Will Furlong and David Spurlock 
are sophomores with starting experience. 
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OKLAHOMA The Sooners will certainly have something to say 

this season about the notion that there is no defense in the Big 

12. With tackle Gerald McCoy anchoring the middle of the line, 
Oklahoma should dominate opposing offensive lines. McCoy is an Athlon 
preseason first-team All-American, and he joins Adrian Taylor and DeMar- 
cus Granger to form one of the top tackle combinations in the nation. McCoy 
registered 6.5 sacks and 1] tackles for a loss last season and was a big rea- 
son why the Sooners ranked 20th nationally against the run. Granger was 
injured most of last year, but he will be eager to prove that injuries are be- 
hind him. Adding to the depth at tackle is incoming freshman Jamarkus Mc- 
Farland, who ranked as the No. 13 prospect in the 2009 Athlon Consensus 
100. Getting pressure off the edges should be no problem, especially with 
the return of Jeremy Beal, Frank Alexander and Auston English. Beal led 
the team with 8.5 sacks last season, helping the Sooners tie for fourth na- 
tionally with an average of three sacks per game. Redshirt freshman R.J. 
Washington ranked as the No. 10 prospect in the 2008 Athlon Consensus 
100 and should see significant snaps in the rotation. 
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Athlon preseason second-team All-Big Ten selection. Gibson is only a jun- 
ior, and the Buckeyes are expecting him to take another step in his devel- 
opment in 2009. Lawrence Wilson has battled injuries over the last two 
years but has the potential to jumpstart the pass rush at defensive end — 
if healthy. Nathan Williams enjoyed a promising freshman season, collect- 
ing two sacks and 18 tackles in nine games. Anchoring the middle of the 
line are juniors Cameron Heyward and Dexter Larimore, along with senior 
Doug Worthington, an Athlon preseason third-team All-Big Ten selection. In- 
coming freshmen Melvin Fellows and John Simon ranked among the top 
100 prospects in the 2009 class by Athlon. 


4, VIRGINIA TECH Finding defensive talent never seems to be a prob- 
lem for coordinator Bud Foster. Three starters return from a front four that 
registered 35 sacks and helped the Hokies finish 14th nationally against the 
run. End Jason Worilds recorded 62 tackles and led the team with eight 
sacks. The junior also finished second in the ACC with 18.5 tackles for a loss 
and was credited with 21 quarterback hurries. He is an Athlon preseason 
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OKLAHOMA'S DEMARCUS GRANGER, JEREMY BEAL, ADRIAN TAYLOR, FRANK ALEXANDER, AUSTON ENGLISH AND GERALD MCCOY 


2. FLORIDA All of the key contributors from last season are back, and 
several young players should be better with another offseason of working 
with line coach Dan McCarney. Defensive ends Carlos Dunlap and Jermaine 
Cunningham figure to spend most of 2009 in opposing backfields. The duo 
combined for 15.5 sacks last season; Dunlap is an Athlon preseason first- 
team All-American. With both ends returning, the Gators should lead in the 
SEC in sacks after finishing second last season. William Green played 13 
games in his freshman season, and Justin Trattou is back after collecting 
27 tackles in 14 contests. Plugging the middle of the line will be Lawrence 
Marsh and Terron Sanders. Marsh started 13 games and registered 5.5 
tackles for a loss, while Sanders picked up 21 tackles. The depth of the in- 
terior should be better in 2009, especially with the commitment of the No. 
32-ranked prospect in the 2009 Athlon Consensus 100, Gary Brown, and 
highly regarded sophomore Omar Hunter. 


3. OHIO STATE The Buckeyes may not have a superstar like Vernon 
Gholston or Will Smith returning up front, but there is an impressive col- 
lection of talent. Ohio State ranked 18th nationally in rush defense and al- 
lowed only seven rushing touchdowns last season. Considering that this 
unit recorded only 27 sacks last season, improving the pass rush will be 
one of the top priorities for co-coordinators Jim Heacock and Luke Fickell. 
End Thaddeus Gibson led the team with five sacks last season and is an 


NEXT UP 


first-team All-ACC selection and should be one of the top pass rushers in 
the nation. With Orion Martin out of eligibility, the Hokies will turn to sen- 
ior Nekos Brown at the other end spot. Brown registered 22 tackles and 
two sacks in 14 games last season. Tackles John Graves and Cordarrow 
Thompson plugged the middle of the line, starting all 14 games last sea- 
son and combining for 10.5 tackles for a loss. Thompson finished second 
on the team with 13 quarterback hurries and collected three sacks. 
Demetrius Taylor was the top backup at tackle, playing in all 14 games and 
recording 12 tackles. 


hh, CLEMSON Outside of convincing running back C.J. Spiller to return 
for his senior season, coach Dabo Swinney’s best move in the offseason 
was the hiring of Kevin Steele as defensive coordinator. Steele joins the 
staff after spending the last two seasons at Alabama and should ignite a 
defensive line that is just behind Virginia Tech’s in the ACC pecking order. 
Sophomore Da’Quan Bowers is primed for a huge season after recording 
47 tackles and eight tackles for a loss last season. End Ricky Sapp, who is 
recovering from a torn ACL, has 11 sacks over three seasons. Kevin Alexan- 
der chipped in 34 tackles last season and should compete with Sapp and 
Bowers for starts. The middle of the line is in good shape, despite the loss 
of Dorell Scott. Jarvis Jenkins collected 10 tackles for a loss, while Bran- 
don Thompson and Jamie Cumbie have significant experience. 
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fen, TOP LB UNITS 


FLORIDA Florida emerged as one of the most improved de- 

fensive teams in the nation last year due in large part to the play 

of the Gator linebackers. Urban Meyer asked for more leadership 
from this group, and Brandon Spikes stepped up and delivered. The 6'3" 
Spikes missed one game due to injury but led the team with 93 tackles and 
was named a finalist for the Nagurski and Bednarik awards. He picked off 
four passes and took one for a score against both LSU and South Carolina. 
The senior is an Athlon preseason first-team All-American and anchors the 
nation’s top linebacking corps for 2009. A.J. Jones, Ryan Stamper, Brandon 
Hicks and Dustin Doe earned starts last season, and all return to the lineup 
this fall. Stamper is coming off his best season in Gainesville, when he col- 
lected 45 tackles and two fumble recoveries. Incoming freshman Jelani 
Jenkins ranked as the No. 4 linebacker in the 2009 Athlon Consensus 100 
and could compete for time right away. Adding depth is redshirt freshman 
Brendan Beal. He suffered a torn ACL before last season but was among 
the best at his position coming out of high school. 


2. OKLAHOMA Going into last season, the Sooners had question 
marks about their linebackers, most significantly who could step up and fill 
the void left by Curtis Lofton. One year later, the Sooners have answered 
those questions and own one of the top linebacking groups in the nation. 
Travis Lewis burst onto the scene, earning Big 12 Defensive Freshman of 
the Year honors after racking up 144 stops, a school record by a fresh- 
man. His 19 tackles in the 45-35 loss to Texas also tied an Oklahoma fresh- 
man record. Lewis is an Athlon preseason second-team All-American and 
first-team All-Big 12 selection. Injuries have plagued Ryan Reynolds 
throughout his career; he’s coming off his second ACL tear. Assuming he 
can work his way back to 100 percent, the Sooners will be in great shape 
defensively. If he has any setbacks in his recovery, sophomore Austin Box 
or senior Mike Balogun can fill in as the starter. Keenan Clayton holds the 
strong-side starting spot after earning honorable mention All-Big 12 hon- 
ors. Incoming freshmen Ronnell Lewis and Tom Wort will provide depth; 
both players were ranked among the top 100 
prospects in the 2009 class by Athlon. 


3. PENN STATE Over the last 12 


seasons, the Nittany Lions have pro- 
duced first-team All-Americans in 
LaVar Arrington, Brandon Short, 
Paul Posluszny and Dan Connor. 
Considering the wealth of talent 
returning this season, the Nittany 
Lions should continue to merit the 
nickname “Linebacker U.” Sean 
Lee missed last season due to a 
torn ACL but was one of the top 
players at his position in 2007. He 
won the ’07 Bednarik Award after 
collecting 138 tackles and forcing 
three fumbles. Although he may be a 
little rusty following a year off, the 
senior is still one of the top lineback- @} 
ers in the country. Lee is expected to 
play middle linebacker this season 
after spending his first three years on 
the outside. In Lee’s absence, Navorro 


BRANDON SPIKES 


Bowman emerged as a leader for the defense. As a sophomore, he 
recorded 106 tackles, four sacks and 16.5 tackles for a loss. He is an Athlon 
preseason second-team All-American. Also returning are Josh Hull, a for- 
mer walk-on who collected 75 tackles and started 13 games in the middle, 
sophomore Michael Mauti and junior Bani Gbadyu. 


4, ALABAMA Opponents averaged less than three yards per carry 
against the Crimson Tide in 2008, and with most of the front seven re- 
turning, expect Nick Saban’s squad to be near the top of the national charts 
in rushing defense once again. Anchoring the middle of the defense is 
Rolando McClain, who has compiled an impressive résumé in two seasons. 
After becoming the eighth player in school history to start the season 
opener as a true freshman, he started all 14 games in 2008 and earned 
first-team All-SEC honors. He ended the year with 95 tackles, three sacks 
and 12 tackles for a loss. Joining McClain in this group are rising sopho- 
more Dont’a Hightower and senior Cory Reamer. Hightower recorded 64 
tackles and earned a spot on the All-SEC Freshman team last season. Sen- 
ior Brandon Fanney plays the hybrid 3-4 linebacker in this scheme and 
ranked third on the team with 66 tackles. Saban has recruited plenty of 
talent to this position during his short tenure in Tuscaloosa, most notably 
top 100 prospects Nico Johnson, Tana Patrick and Jerrell Harris. 


5, IOWA The returning corps of Hawkeye linebackers should be the 
school’s best since Chad Greenway and Abdul Hodge roamed the field in 
Kinnick Stadium. Although the Hawkeyes had a stout defensive front last 
year, the linebackers played a key role in holding opponents to an average 
of 94 rushing yards per game. Senior Pat Angerer was a second-team All- 
Big Ten selection who led the team with 107 tackles. He also tied for the 
team lead with five interceptions and is an Athlon preseason first-team 
All-Big Ten pick. Against Wisconsin, Angerer earned Big Ten Defensive 
Player of the Week honors after collecting 16 tackles and picking off two 
passes. Joining Angerer is Athlon preseason All-Big Ten second-team se- 
lection A.J. Edds. He earned honorable mention All-Big Ten honors after 
recording 59 tackles and two sacks. Junior Jeremiha Hunter was solid in 
his first season as a starter, placing second on the 
team with 80 tackles. With two more seasons of 
eligibility, the 6'2" backer is one of the 

rising prospects in the Big Ten. 

Adding depth will be Jacody 
Coleman, Tyler Nielsen and 
Jeff Tarpinian. 


FLORIDA LBs 


DUSTON DOE 
RYAN STAMPER 
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FLORIDA Opposing offenses found little room to move against 

the Gator defense last season, and the going is only going to get 

tougher. The Gators ranked 20th nationally against the pass, and 
all of the primary defenders are back. Florida allowed only 12 touchdown 
passes, which ranked third in the SEC, and led the conference in pass ef- 
ficiency defense. Ahmad Black and Major Wright, who combined for 11 in- 
terceptions last season, could emerge as the top safety combination in 
the nation. Black returned two picks for scores, and his 191 interception 
return yards ranked second nationally. Adding depth at safety are sopho- 
more Will Hill and freshman Dee Finley. Cornerback Janoris Jenkins shined 
as a true freshman, intercepting three passes and breaking up 11. Joe 
Haden continued to emerge as a top-flight corner, finishing second on the 
team with 87 tackles, picking off three passes and recording 136 yards on 
interception returns. Haden and Black are both second-team preseason 
All-America picks by Athlon. The Gators tied for first in the nation with 26 
interceptions, and with the core group returning, fans can expect this unit 
to be even better in 2009. 


2. USC The Trojans finished 2008 as the top pass defense in the country, 
allowing less than 135 yards per game and an national-low six touchdown 
passes. Losing two starters means the Trojans will undergo some remod- 
eling, but don’t expect much of a drop-off. Senior Taylor Mays, a first-team 
preseason All-American, is among the top senior NFL prospects in the na- 
tion. The 6'3" free safety was a finalist for the Thorpe Award, earned first- 
team All-Pac-10 honors, collected 53 tackles and broke up nine passes. 
Josh Pinkard was an honorable mention All-Pac-10 selection last season 
and is expected to start at strong safety, after starting 11 games at cor- 
nerback last season. Will Harris will serve as Pinkard’s top backup or move 
into the starting role should Pinkard shift to corner. Junior Shareece Wright, 
who missed 11 games due to a neck injury, and senior Kevin Thomas are ex- 
pected to hold down the corner spots. As usual, the Trojans recruited well, 
and several reinforcements are on their way. T.J. McDonald ranked No. 76 
in the 2009 Athlon Consensus 100 and should see immediate time at safety. 
Joining McDonald in this freshman class are Patrick Hall, Torin Harris and 
Jawanza Starling. Expect them all to get a long look in preseason camp. 


3. TENNESSEE Defense certainly wasn’t an issue last season in 
Knoxville. The Volunteers held opponents to 16.8 points per game, tied for 
the lead in the SEC in total defense and finished fourth nationally against 
the pass. A lack of offense cost the Volunteers a shot at a winning season, 
and until that shortcoming is addressed, the defense has to lead the way. 
Safety Eric Berry tied for the national lead with seven interceptions and is 
an Athlon first-team preseason All-American. In his two years, Berry has 
intercepted 12 passes and amassed 487 yards on interception returns — 
leaving him only 15 yards away from breaking Terrell Buckley’s (Florida 
State) NCAA record. With the dismissal of Demetrice Morley, the Volun- 
teers will turn to C.J. Fleming, Stephaun Raines, Prentiss Waggner or in- 
coming freshmen to fill the free safety spot. Dennis Rogan had a solid 2008 
campaign and figured to be the top corner in Monte Kiffin’s Tampa 2 de- 
fense until Art Evans edged ahead of him in the spring. Marsalous John- 
son and Brent Vinson will compete to replace DeAngelo Willingham at the 
other corner spot. Adding depth to the secondary was a key focus for Lane 
Kiffin’s first recruiting class, and he brought in one of the top freshmen de- 
fensive back classes. Janzen Jackson, Mike Edwards, Darren Myles dr. 
and Eric Gordon should be major contributors to this unit over the next 
couple of seasons. 


TOP DB UNITS 


FLORIDA SAFETY AHMAD BLACK AND CORNERBACK JOE HADEN 


4. CALIFORNIA All four starters return from a unit that allowed only 
12 touchdown passes, ranked 38th nationally in pass defense and finished 
third in the country with 24 interceptions. Syd’Quan Thompson is one of the 
top cornerbacks in the country. He intercepted four passes, tallied 70 tack- 
les and broke up 14 passes. He also was a dangerous punt returner, av- 
eraging 12.3 yards per return and taking a 73-yard return for a score 
against Colorado State. Junior Darian Hagan developed into a solid corner 
in his first season as a starter, picking up 56 tackles, intercepting three 
passes and breaking up 15. Adding depth at cornerback is 6'3" junior Chris 
Conte, who tallied 28 tackles last season, and redshirt freshman Marc An- 
thony. With Marcus Ezeff, Brett Johnson and Sean Cattouse returning, the 
safety position should be in good shape. Ezeff notched 66 tackles and 
picked off three passes, including a 69-yard touchdown return against 
UCLA. Johnson started nine games and returned an interception for a 
touchdown against Colorado State. 


5, VIRGINIA TECH The Hokies ranked 16th nationally against the pass 
and allowed only 12 touchdowns through the air in 2008. Only two oppo- 
nents managed more than 260 passing yards in a single game, and de- 
spite the loss of All-America cornerback Victor Harris, the Hokies should 
be in great shape this season. Stephan Virgil hopes to follow in the foot- 
steps of Harris and emerge as the next elite cornerback in Blacksburg. 
Virgil tied for second in the nation with six interceptions while collecting 
43 tackles and 10 passes broken up. With Harris out of eligibility, the Hok- 
ies will turn to Rashad Carmichael or Cris Hill to fill the void. Safety Kam 
Chancellor is an Athlon preseason third-team All-American after register- 
ing 52 tackles and two interceptions. Dorian Porch started nine games 
after Davon Morgan sustained a torn ACL in the fifth game of the season. 
Porch recorded 48 tackles, four tackles for a loss and one interception. 
Losing Harris is certainly a blow, but the Hokies always seem to find the 
right mix of players in the secondary, and this season should be no differ- 
ent for the projected ACC champs. 


ALABAMA « IOWA ¢ OHIO STATE ¢ UCLA ¢ BOISE STATE 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
Tim Tebow 6'3" 245 Sr Florida 


Jonathan Dwyer 6'0" 228 dr. Georgia Tech 
Arrelious Benn 6'2" 220 dr. Illinois 

Dez Bryant 6'2" 215 dr. Oklahoma State 
Jermaine Gresham  6'6" 261 Sr. Oklahoma 
Ciron Black 6a 3 250Sk LSU 

Russell Okung 6'6" 305 Sr. Oklahoma State 
Adam Ulatoski 6'8" 302 Sr Texas 

Trent Williams 6'5" 308 Sr. Oklahoma 
Kristofer O’Dowd 6'5" 300 ur. USC 

DeMarco Murray 6'1" 205 dr. Oklahoma 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 


Carlos Dunlap 6'6" 290 dr. Florida 

Jerry Hughes 613" 257 “Sr TCU 

Terrence Cody 619; 305) “Si, Alabama 
Gerald McCoy 6'4" 295 dr. Oklahoma 
Mark Herzlich 6'4" 238 Sr. Boston College 


Sean Weatherspoon 6'2" 245 Sr. Missouri 
Trevard Lindley 610F L275) «Sk Kentucky 
Syd’QuanThompson 5'9" 187 Sr. California 
Eric Berry 5'11" 203 dr. Tennessee 
Taylor Mays 63230" St USC 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


Thomas Weber 61" 205 dr. Arizona State 
Bryan Anger 6'3" 199 So. California 
Perrish Cox OU, 195° <Sk Oklahoma State 
Antonio Brown 5'10"179 dr. Central Michigan 
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SECOND-TEAM ALL-AMERICA 


QUARTERBACK 
Sam Bradford 


RUNNING BACKS 


Jacquizz Rodgers 

Evan Royster 
WIDE RECEIVERS 

Dezmon Briscoe 

Damian Williams 
TIGHT END 

Rob Gronkowski 
ALL-PURPOSE 

C.J. Spiller 


ANTHONY DAVIS 


Brandon Carter 
Anthony Davis 
Rodney Hudson 
Sergio Render 
Chris Hall (C) 

DEFENSIVE ENDS 
Antonio Coleman 
Greg Hardy 


DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


Brian Price 
Ndamukong Suh 
LINEBACKERS 
Navorro Bowman 
Travis Lewis 
Eric Norwood 
CORNERBACKS 
Kendric Burney 
Joe Haden 
SAFETIES 
Ahmad Black 
Morgan Burnett 
SPECIALISTS 
Kai Forbath (K) 
Travis Baltz (P) 


A.J. Jefferson (KR) 
Brandon James (PR) 


6'4" 


57" 
6'1" 


6'3" 
6'1" 


6'6" 


5" 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


6'7" 
6'6" 
6:2" 
63" 
64" 


6'3" 
6'4" 


6'2" 
6'4" 


6'1" 
6'2" 
6'1" 


5g" 
571" 


5'9" 
6'1" 


6'0" 
6'2" 
6'0" 
By 


218 


193 
209 


200 
190 


265 


195 


354 
325 
285 
319 
300 


257 
265 


295 
300 


230 
232 


252 


185 
190 


185 
198 


198 
200 
190 
185 


Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 


Jr. 
Jr. 


Jr. 


Sr. 


Oklahoma 


Oregon State 
Penn State 


Kansas 
USC 


Arizona 


Clemson 


Texas Tech 
Rutgers 
Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
Texas 


Auburn 
Ole Miss 


UCLA 
Nebraska 


Penn State 
Oklahoma 
South Carolina 


North Carolina 
Florida 


Florida 
Georgia Tech 


UCLA 
Maryland 
Fresno State 
Florida 


| 
| 
| 
| 


___ 2009 ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


THIRD-TEAM ALL-AMERICA 


QUARTERBACK 
Colt McCoy 


63" 210 


RUNNING BACKS 


LeGarrette Blount 
Kendall Hunter 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Mardy Gilyard 
Jordan Shipley 
TIGHT END 

Dennis Pitta 


ALL-PURPOSE 
Dexter McCluster 


DEXTER McCLUSTER 


240 
190 


6'2" 
5'g" 


180 
190 


6'1" 
6'0" 
65" 248 


5'8" 165 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
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Zane Beadles 6'4" 305 

Bryan Bulaga 6'6" 315 

John Jerry 5a" 300 

Mike Pouncey 6'5" 320 

Stefen Wisniewski (C) 6'3" 302 
DEFENSIVE ENDS 

Sergio Kindle 6'4" 239 

George Selvie 6'4" 245 
DEFENSIVE TACKLES 

DeMarcus Granger 6'2" 302 

Jared Odrick 6'5" 306 
LINEBACKERS 

Rennie Curran 5'11" 228 

Rolando McClain 6'4" 249 

Joe Pawelek 6'2" 240 
CORNERBACKS 

Alterraun Verner 5'11" 184 

Kyle Wilson 5'10" 185 
SAFETIES 

Kam Chancellor 6'4" 226 

Darrell Stuckey 61" 205 
SPECIALISTS 

Brett Swenson (K) 5'8" 175 

Ross Thevenot (P) 6'0" 180 

Torrey Smith (KR) 61" 200 

Javier Arenas (PR) 5'9" 198 


Sr. 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Sr 
Sr 


Sr. 


Sr. 


Va 


Texas 


Oregon 
Oklahoma State 


Cincinnati 
Texas 


BYU 


Ole Miss 


a 


KAM CHANCELLOR 
Utah 
Iowa 
Ole Miss 


Florida 
Penn State 


Texas 
South Florida 


Oklahoma 
Penn State 


Georgia 
Alabama 
Baylor 


UCLA 
Boise State 


Virginia Tech 
Kansas 


Michigan State 
Tulane 
Maryland 
Alabama 
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Welcome to the 2009 Coaching Carousel 


From top left, Boston College ‘s Frank Spaziari, Ball State ‘s Stan Parrish, Areas Rich Ellerson, 
Miami (Ohio)'s Mike Hapwood, Toledo's Tim Beckman, Mississippi States Dan Mellen, 
Washington 's Steve Sarkisian and Purdue s Danny Hope 
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By Mitchell Light 


ARMY <1c4 é//erson 


PREVIOUS JOB: Head coach, Cal Poly 

PROS: Ellerson was a successful head coach at Cal Poly (56-34 in eight seasons) employing an option offense that 
has worked well at both Navy and Air Force. Last season, Ellerson guided Cal Poly to an 8-3 record that included 
a two-point loss to Montana, the FCS runner-up, and an overtime loss at Wisconsin. The Mustangs ranked No. 
1 in the nation in total offense and No. 3 in rushing offense. He also has ties to Army — his father and his two 
brothers attended West Point. John, his oldest brother, was the captain of the football team at Army in the early 
1960s. 

CONS: None 

FINAL ANALYSIS: This job is an enormous challenge — the Black Knights have averaged 2.5 wins over the past 
12 seasons — but Ellerson sure looks like a perfect fit. He fits the three most important criteria for the job: He’s 
been a head coach, he has ties to West Point, and he runs an option offense. Simply put, this is a great hire. 


AUBURN Gene CAizik 


PREVIOUS JOB: Head coach, Iowa State 

PROS: Chizik served as the defensive coordinator at Auburn from 2002-04, a three-year run that produced a 
30-9 overall record highlighted by the perfect 13-0 mark in 2004. The 04 unit led the nation in scoring defense 
(11.3 ppg) and ranked fifth in total defense. He then moved over to accept the same position at Texas, where he 
was a part of the 2005 Longhorns’ national championship team. 

CONS: In two seasons, Chizik went 5—19 as the head coach at Iowa State, including a 2-14 mark in Big 12 play. 
In addition, the Cyclones weren't showing many (if any) signs of progressing under Chizik’s watch. After ending 
the 2007 season with some momentum — two wins in their final three league games — the Cyclones stumbled 
through an 0-8 Big 12 record in ’08, and half of their league losses came by 28 points or more. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: The move from Tommy Tuberville (85-40 in 10 years) to Chizik clearly looks like a step back. 
lowa State is not an easy job, but the numbers don’t lie: Chizik won five games in two seasons in Ames. But the 
fact that he didn’t win at Iowa State doesn’t mean Chizik won't win at Auburn. He has assembled an outstand- 
ing staff, highlighted by offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn, who worked his magic at Tulsa in 2007 and 08. If 
Malzahn’s spread attack is successful and Chizik can keep the Auburn defense stout, the Tigers should continue 
to be a factor in the SEC West. Still, this is a curious hire. 


BALL STATE Sca Parrish 


PREVIOUS JOB: Offensive coordinator, Ball State 

PROS: With Parrish as the offensive coordinator, the Ball State offense enjoyed three of the four most productive 
seasons in school history, both in total yards and points scored. He is an outstanding quarterbacks coach, having 
tutored Nate Davis at Ball State and Brian Griese and Tom Brady at Michigan. Parrish has 10 years of experience 
as a head coach at three different schools. 

CONS: Parrish’s previous stint as a Division I-A head coach was a complete debacle. In three years (1986-88), he 
guided Kansas State to a 2~30-1 record, including an 0-21-1 mark his final two seasons. Bill Snyder guided K- 
State to a 7-4 record only three seasons after Parrish was dismissed. His age is also a factor; Parrish will turn 63 
during the first month of the 2009 season. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Parrish is a proven offensive coach who did an outstanding job as Brady Hoke’s offensive co- 
ordinator the past three seasons. But this is a strange hire. Parrish hasn't been a head coach in over 20 years, and 
while K-State was a very difficult job at the time, his record in Manhattan was brutal. 


N COLLEGE ‘rank Spazian 


PREVIOUS JOB: Defensive coordinator, Boston College 

PROS: Spaziani wants to be at Boston College, something that is very important to athletic director Gene De- 
Filippo. Spaziani has spent the last 12 years in Chestnut Hill, the first two as the running backs coach and the 
next 10 as the Eagles’ defensive coordinator. The Eagles have ranked among the top 25 in total defense in three 
of the past four seasons, topping out at No. 5 in 2008. 

CONS: Spaziani has not been a head coach on any level in his 34 years as a collegiate and pro (CFL) coach. Mov- 
ing over to the CEO chair after serving as an assistant for so many years will be a significant challenge for the 63- 
year-old. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: With DeFilippo so adamant about hiring someone who will remain at Boston College “for the 
length of his contract,” you have to wonder if the school settled for Spaziani because he professed his love for the 
maroon and gold. He is an outstanding defensive coordinator with a strong pedigree, but you can be sure that 
this hire won't have opposing ACC coaching staffs overly concerned. 
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BOWLING GREEN Dale Cla~oson 


PREVIOUS JOB: Offensive coordinator, Tennessee 

PROS: Clawson enjoyed success in his two stints as a head coach at the 
Division I-AA level, building a winner at both Fordham and Richmond. 
His first Fordham team went 0-11, but two years later the Rams won 
seven games and the following season they went 10-3 and advanced to 
the I-AA quarterfinals. At Richmond, he inherited a team that went 2-9 
in 2003; after a 3-8 record in ’04, Clawson guided the Spiders to an A- 
10 South Division title and a No. 8 national ranking. 

CONS: Clawson arrives in Bowling Green with some baggage. His one 
year as the offensive coordinator at Tennessee was a disaster. The Vols 
ranked 115th in the nation in total offense (268.8 ypg, down from 401.5 
in 07) and 110th in scoring offense (17.3 ppg, down from 32.5 in ’07). 
FINAL ANALYSIS: Despite Clawson’s struggles at Tennessee, he is a qual- 
ity coach with an impressive résumé. And while he won't be under the 
same type of scrutiny he faced last season in Knoxville, he will be under 
pressure to win — and win the right way. His predecessor Gregg Bran- 
don went 44-30 in six years and had only one losing season, but was dis- 
missed because of some of the program's ongoing off-the-field issues. 


CLEMSON 2aéo Sevirney 


PREVIOUS JOB: Interim head coach, Clemson 

PROS: Swinney brings youth, energy and enthusiasm to a program that 
is known for underachieving. He was highly regarded as a position coach 
(wide receivers) and recruiting coordinator before he was named interim 
head coach in October. Under his watch, the Tigers went 4-3 overall 
(3-2 ACC) highlighted by a 31-14 win over rival South Carolina in 
the regular-season finale. 

CONS: Swinney’s young — he will turn 40 late in the 2009 season — 
but it’s his lack of experience, not his age, that is the biggest concern. He 
spent 12 seasons as an assistant coach (six at Alabama, five-plus at Clem- 
son) yet never served as a coordinator. Coaching wide receivers does not 
prepare you to serve as the CEO of an ACC program. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Ic’s no secret that athletic director Terry Don Phillips 
did not want to spend a ton of money on this hire. But that’s not the 
only reason Swinney was promoted to the head coaching position. 
Phillips looks at Swinney as a rising star — a passionate young coach 
who should breathe life into what had become a stale Clemson program 
under Tommy Bowden. Swinney’s task is simple: Win an ACC title, 
something that hasn't been done at Clemson since 1991. 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN “ov English 


PREVIOUS JOB: Defensive coordinator, Louisville 

PROS: English brings a solid defensive résumé to a program that needs 
to make a major improvement on that side of the ball. The Eagles ranked 
12th in the MAC in total defense last season and have finished no higher 
than eighth in any of the past five seasons. English spent five years (2003- 
07) at the University of Michigan, which is 10 miles down the road from 
Ypsilanti, the home of EMU. He is familiar with this program and the 
challenges he will face. 

CONS: None, other than his lack of head coaching experience. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: A school like Eastern Michigan has two options — 
search for the next Brian Kelly, a successful coach from a lower division, 
or hire a respected coordinator who, preferably, has some familiarity with 
the program. English, one of seven black head coaches in the FBS ranks, 
fits into the second group. But he has inherited a very difficult situation. 
Eastern Michigan has suffered through 13 consecutive losing seasons and 
has struggled to attract fans to 30,200-seat Rynearson Stadium. 


IOWA STATE 242d/ KAcads 


PREVIOUS JOB; Defensive coordinator, Auburn 

PROS: Rhoads has nine years of experience as a defensive coordinator at 
two BCS schools — eight years at Pittsburgh and one season at Auburn. 
His defenses were consistently ranked among the best in the nation, 
most notably the 2007 Pittsburgh group that finished fifth nationally in 
total defense. He is an Iowa native who spent five years as an assistant 
with the Cyclones in the late 1990s under former coach Dan McCar- 
ney. 

CONS: Despite his impressive track record as a quality defensive coor- 
dinator, Rhoads is far from a household name in the college football 
world. His appointment as the head coach does not improve the stature 
of this program. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Two years ago, Iowa State hired an accomplished de- 
fensive coordinator from a big-name school. Gene Chizik won five 
games in two seasons and then bolted for Auburn. Now, the Cyclones 
have dipped into that well once again with Rhoads, who coincidentally 
was at Auburn last season. There were sexier names mentioned with this 
job — Gary Barnett, Mike Stoops, Turner Gill — but Rhoads is a solid 
hire who knows what it takes to build a program in Ames. He was on 
the ground floor with McCarney, who guided the Clones to 39 wins 
over a six-year stretch from 2000-05. 


KANSAS STATE 2:// Snyder 


PREVIOUS JOB: Retired 

PROS: Snyder orchestrated the greatest turnaround in college football 
history — and he did it at Kansas State. In 1989, he inherited a program 
that, simply put, was beyond bad. Consider the following stat: Over an 
11-year stretch from 1993-2003, Snyder won 109 games at Kansas State; 
in the 44 years before his arrival, the Cats won a total of 109 games. 
CONS: Snyder’s unlikely revival began 20 years ago, when the college 
landscape was quite different, and he, quite obviously, was 20 years 
younger. He’s now 69 years old and will be the oldest coach in the FBS 
not named Bobby Bowden or Joe Paterno. And it must be noted that 
Snyder didn’t exactly leave the K-State program in the best shape; his 
final two teams went 4—7 (2004) and 5-6 (’05). 

FINAL ANALYSIS: This is perhaps the most intriguing hire of the season. 
Snyder did a marvelous job in his first stint in Manhattan, but it’s tough 
to recapture past glory. John Robinson failed to do so at USC, and 
Johnny Majors struggled badly when he returned to Pittsburgh in the 
mid-1990s. Snyder has only been away for three years, but he is six years 
removed from his last winning season. He clearly isn’t the long-term an- 
swer at Kansas State. Hopefully, for the sake of his legacy, he can enjoy 
some success in the near future and hand over the program to a more- 
suitable replacement next time around. 
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B: Offensive coordinator, Notre Dame 

PR me iiapwaad has 14 years of experience as an assistant coach at three 
high- -level football programs — LSU (1995-2002), Texas (2003-04) and 
Notre Dame (2005-08). He has also spent four years in the MAC, two 
at ae Ball State and two at Ohio. 

NS: Despite holding the title of offensive coordinator, Haywood only 
called plays for the first nine games of the 2008 season. During that time, 
Notre Dame ranked 50th in the nation in total offense and 69th in scor- 
ing offense. After the Irish were shutout 17—0 at Boston College in early 
November, head coach Charlie Weis took over playcalling duties. 
FINAL ANALYSIS: The recently fired Shane Montgomery and Tim Rose 
(1983-89) are the only two coaches in school history with more than two 
years of service not to have a winning record while at Miami. This is 
clearly a place where you can win games. Haywood, a Notre Dame grad- 
uate, appears to be a good fit at the MAC’s most prestigious academic 
school. But he is an unknown quantity, having been a position coach for 
the majority of his career prior to being a coordinator in title only dur- 
ing most of his time at Notre Dame. 


EVIOUS JOB: Offensive coordinator, Florida 

PROS: Mullen has been with Urban Meyer every step of the way, from 
Bowling Green (17-6 in two seasons) to Utah (22-2 in two seasons) to 
Florida (44—9 and two national titles in four seasons). While Meyer is 
the architect of the offense, Mullen has served as the playcaller over the 
past four seasons. In 2007, the Gators ranked third in the nation in scor- 
ing (42.5 ppg); last season, they ranked fourth (43.6 ppg). 

CONS: While Mullen has served as the primary playcaller at Florida since 
2005, critics will point out that he was running Meyer's offense, not his 
own. Also, Mullen has no previous head coaching experience. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: It’s easy to attribute Florida's recent success to the 
overwhelming talent on its roster, but the Gators also won games by 


out-scheming the opposition. This same offense that shredded most of 


the defenses in the SEC was largely responsible for the quick turn- 
arounds at Bowling Green and Utah. Mullen now has to prove he can 
branch out and run his own program at a school that is currently near 
the bottom of the SEC food chain. With rival Ole Miss riding a wave 
of momentum, the rebuilding process could be slow in Starkville. But 
Mullen, assuming he can find the right kind of players to run his of- 
fense, should bring a more exciting brand of football to Mississippi State. 


: B: Offensive coordinator, Illinois 

Locksley is regarded as one of the top recruiters in the nation. 
Dusikg his four years at Illinois, he developed a pipeline from his native 
Washington; D.C., to Champaign-Urbana, luring such top talent as 
Will Davis, Vontae Davis and Arrelious Benn. He also did a fine job as 
Illinois’ offensive coordinator. In 2007, the Illini ranked No. 1 in the Big 
Ten in rushing offense and No. 3 in total offense; last season, they ranked 
No. | in passing offense and No. 2 in total offense. 

CONS: Locksley has spent all but one of his 17 years as an assistant coach 
east of the Mississippi River. During his time at Illinois, he recruited the 
D.C. area, Florida and Illinois. He will have to shift his focus to a new 
part of the country. 

ANALYSIS: Locksley has proven to be an elite recruiter. Now, he 
will have the opportunity to run his own program. Rocky Long enjoyed 
a nice run in Albuquerque, winning at least six games in seven of his 
last eight seasons, but he was unable to break through and win a Moun- 
tain West title. Locksley could be the right man to take this program to 
the next level. New Mexico doesn’t produce a ton of top-flight talent, but 
Locksley should be able to stock his roster with quality players from 
Texas and Southern California. This is an outstanding hire. 


JEW MEXICO 
NEW IIE EXIC 


OUS JOB: Defensive cocina UCLA 

: Walker was hired in 2006 to turn around a dreadful UCLA de- 
fense. Mission accomplished. The Bruins jumped 78 spots in the na- 
tional rankings in his first season on the job, from 113th in ’05 to 35th 
in ’06. Walker is also an outstanding recruiter. Due in large part to his 
efforts, UCLA’s 2008 class was ranked second in the Pac-10 and 14th in 
the nation by Athlon Sports despite the coaching change from Karl Dor- 
rell to Rick Neuheisel. 

CONS: Walker hasn’t been affiliated with very many winning teams in 
his many stops as a collegiate assistant coach. His first two years went 
well (7—5 at Utah State in 1993 and 10-3 at BYU in 1994), but only 
one of his next seven seasons in college football ended with a winning 
record (the 7-6 UCLA Bruins in 2006). 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Walker clearly is ready for a head coaching position. 
He has been a successful coordinator at a BCS school and also has seven 
years of experience as a position coach in the NFL. But he faces a diffi- 
cult challenge at New Mexico State. The Aggies are 4-28 in league play 
since joining the WAC in 2005. 
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OREGON C42 Ke//y 


PREVIOUS JOB: Offensive coordinator, Oregon 

PROS: Kelly has been a successful offensive coordinator at both New Hampshire 
(1999-2006) and Oregon (2007-08). In both of his two seasons in Eugene, the Ducks 
led the Pac-10 in total offense and scoring offense. The ’08 offense, led by unheralded 
junior college transfer Jeremiah Masoli, set school single-season records in scoring 
(41.9 ppg) and total offense (484.9 ypg). 

CONS: Kelly has never been a head coach on any level and has only spent two of his 
19 years as a collegiate assistant in the FBS ranks. He must make a seamless transi- 
tion from offensive guru to the CEO of a top-level BCS conference program. 
FINAL ANALYSIS: Kelly was named the coach in waiting at Oregon in early Decem- 
ber after Syracuse showed interest in pursuing him as its head coach. Outgoing Ore- 
gon A.D. Pat Kilkenny and former coach (and new A.D.) Mike Bellotti realized then 
that Kelly was someone they needed to hold on to. Kelly is clearly an outstanding of- 
fensive coach, and his spread option attack has been a nightmare for opposing de- 
fenses. There is always some uncertainty when you hire a first-time head coach, but 
Kelly should keep Oregon relevant on the national scene for the foreseeable future. 


PURDUE Darry Yope 


PREVIOUS JOB: Associate head coach, Purdue 

PROS: Hope has six years of experience as an assistant at Purdue (1997-2001, 2008) 
and was also a successful head coach at the FCS level. He had a 35-22 record in five 
seasons at Eastern Kentucky, winning one OVC title (2007) and finishing second in 
the league three other times. Hope is also regarded as a top-flight recruiter. 

CONS: None. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Hope was hand-picked by Purdue to succeed Joe Tiller, who re- 
tired after 12 seasons in West Lafayette. Hope left his position as the head coach at 
Eastern Kentucky to join Tiller’s staff last season as the associate head coach and of- 
fensive line coach. He takes over a program that has slipped a notch or two down the 
Big Ten ladder. The Boilermakers had a losing league record in three of the past four 
seasons, including a Tiller-era-worst 2-6 mark in 2008. 


SAN DIEGO STATE 2rady Woke 


PREVIOUS JOB: Head coach, Ball State 

PROS: Hoke built Ball State into one of the top programs in the MAC in his six sea- 
| sons at his alma mater. The Cardinals struggled early in his tenure but broke through 
with a winning league record in 2006, a winning overall record in ’07 and then burst 
onto the national scene with a 12—2 mark in 2008. He recruited some outstanding 
offensive talent to Ball State, paving the way for several record-setting single-season 
team totals. Hoke has assembled a quality coaching staff, with former New Mexico 
head coach Rocky Long as the defensive coordinator and the well-traveled Al Borges 
as the offensive coordinator. Both have strong West Coast ties. 

CONS: Hoke did spend some time on the West Coast (six seasons at Oregon State), 
but he is a Midwest guy who seems like an odd fit in San Diego. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Hoke is no doubt a solid football coach. He elevated the profile 
of his alma mater thanks in large part to his ability to recruit quarterback Nate Davis 
to campus. Finding talent to recruit to San Diego State shouldn't be a problem; win- 
ning with that talent will be his objective. For whatever reason, San Diego State has 
struggled to compete — 10 straight non-winning seasons — despite routinely send- 
ing players to the NFL. Chuck Long seemed to be a very good hire, but he went 9— 
27 in three years. Hoke ... it’s your turn. 


SYRACUSE 2ocg Marrone 


PREVIOUS JOB: Offensive coordinator, New Orleans Saints 

PROS: Marrone has a solid résumé that would him make a viable candidate at many 
BCS conference schools. But the quality that made him most attractive to Syracuse 
A.D. Daryl Gross? He is a Syracuse grad who desperately wanted the job. Other 
names were linked to the position — East Carolina's Skip Holtz, Buffalo's Turner Gill 
— but Marrone reportedly jumped to the top of the list after his interview with 
Gross. 

CONS: Marrone has been out of college football since serving as an assistant at Ten- 
nessee in 2001. 
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YOUR 
SWEET TIMES 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco 
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And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 


FINAL ANALYSIS: Times have changed in upstate New York: Syracuse is 
no longer the regional power that it was in the 1980s and ’90s. The 
school has not had a winning record since 2001 and has watched pro- 
grams such as UConn, Rutgers and Boston College pass it on the East- 
ern football food chain. After the Greg Robinson Experience produced 
10 wins in four years, it was important that Syracuse find a man who is 
both passionate about the school and has the coaching acumen to do 
something about it. Marrone might not be a household name in the 
collegiate coaching circles, but he appears to be the right coach at the 
right time for Syracuse. 


TENNESSEE ave Ki4fin 


PREVIOUS JOB: Head coach, Oakland Raiders 

PROS: Kiffin was on Pete Carroll’s first staff at USC in 2001 and played 
a key role in the Trojans’ emergence as arguably the top program in the 
nation. In 2005, he took over as the offensive coordinator and also served 
as the recruiting coordinator. He also has experience as an NFL head 
coach. Kiffin has assembled an impressive coaching staff — headlined 
by his father, famed NFL defensive coordinator Monte Kiffin, and super- 
recruiter Ed Orgeron. 

CONS: Kiffin will be 34 when the season kicks off, making him the 
youngest coach at a BCS conference school in the nation. Also, his tenure 
in the NFL did not go well. Working for Al Davis is no easy task, but his 
record as a head coach in one-plus seasons was 5—15. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Tennessee athletic director Mike Hamilton took a big 
risk by handing over the keys to Kiffin. Despite the program's recent 
struggles — two los- 
ing seasons since 
2005 — Tennessee 
is still a very good 
job and a very desir- 
able job. Surely, 
Hamilton could 
have found a more 
established coach. 
But he was smitten 
by Kiffin and be- 
lieves he found the 
right man to lead 
the Vols into battle 
against the likes of 
Nick Saban, Mark 
Richt, Urban Meyer 
and Steve Spurrier. 
Thanks in part to a 
$5 million-plus allowance, Kiffin will have one of the game's top coach- 
ing staffs by his side as he attempts to lead Tennessee back to the top of 
the SEC. This appears to be the ultimate high-risk, high-reward hire. 


TOLEDO 7in7 Zeck»7an 


PREVIOUS JOB: Defensive coordinator, Oklahoma State 

PROS: Prior to taking over as Oklahoma State's defensive coordinator in 
2007, Beckman spent nine seasons coaching in the state of Ohio, seven 
years at Toledo's chief rival Bowling Green (defensive coordinator) and 
two years at Ohio State (cornerbacks). During the 2001 and ’02 sea- 
sons, Beckman worked under current Florida coach Urban Meyer. 
CONS: The Oklahoma State defense struggled during Beckman’s two 
seasons in Stillwater. In 2006, the year before he arrived, O-State ranked 
89th in total defense and 82nd in scoring defense; in ’07, the Cowboys 
ranked 101st in total defense and 79th in scoring defense, and last year, 
they ranked 93rd and 76th. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Toledo is one of the top jobs in the MAC. The pro- 
gram has had its recent struggles (three straight losing seasons), but the 


HELLO 


my name is 


Rockets won five MAC West titles from 1997-2004 under Gary Pinkel 
and Tom Amstutz. Beckman isn’t a big name, but he is a good fit for this 
job. He spent seven seasons 20 miles down the road at Bowling Green. 
He knows the area well and knows what it takes to win in the MAC. He 
should have Toledo back to prominence in the near future. 


UTAH STATE Gary Andersen 


PREVIOUS JOB: Defensive coordinator, Utah 

PROS: Andersen is a proven defensive coordinator who also has experi- 
ence as a head coach, serving as the boss at Division I-AA Southern Utah 
in 2003. His defenses at Utah were consistently ranked among the best 
in the MWC; last year, the Utes ranked 11th in the nation in total de- 
fense and 12th in scoring defense. Andersen is a Utah graduate who has 
spent the past 12 seasons coaching in the state. 

CONS: None 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Andersen appears to be a perfect fit for Utah State. He 
excelled as a coordinator; he has experience running his own program; 
and he is highly regarded as a recruiter. The Aggies have an 8-24 record 
in three seasons in the WAC and have not finished higher than a tie for 
sixth in the nine-team league. Andersen has a difficult job. 


WASHINGTON Szeve Sarkisian 


PREVIOUS JOB: Offensive coordinator, USC 

PROS: Sarkisian, like Tennessee’s Lane Kiffin, was on Pete Carroll's orig- 
inal USC staff in 2001. He left for a season in 2004 to coach quarter- 
backs with the Oakland Raiders but returned in 2005 as the 
quarterbacks coach and was elevated to offensive coordinator in 2007. 
Sarkisian is a West Coast guy who is obviously very familiar with what 
it takes to succeed in the Pac-10. 

CONS: His youth — he will be 35 when the 2009 season begins — and 
overall lack of experience are the only potential red flags. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Washington is a program in desperate need of some 
positive energy. The Ty Willingham era produced a total of 11 wins and 
drained the enthusiasm out of even the most optimistic Husky fans. 
There is no reason Washington, a program that won (actually shared) a 
national title as recently as 1991, can’t be a factor in the Pac-10. And 
Sarkisian should be the coach to bring the Huskies back to relevance. He 
lacks experience as a head coach, but he was a part of a great run at USC 
and has assembled a quality staff. 


WYOMING 


PREVIOUS JOB: Offensive coordinator, Missouri 

PROS: Christensen is the architect of the Tigers’ no-huddle, spread of- 
fense that produced some of the nation’s gaudiest numbers over the past 
few seasons. With head coach Gary Pinkel’s blessing, Christensen 
switched from a more conventional attack to the spread after the Tigers 
struggled in 2004, ranking 60th in the nation in total offense and 82nd 
in scoring offense. In ’05, Mizzou improved to 24th in total offense and 
34th in scoring. 

CONS: Christensen has never been a head coach on any level. 

FINAL ANALYSIS: It might be a stretch to call Wyoming the Cradle of 
Coaches, but there have been some impressive names to hold the posi- 
tion — Bowden Wyatt (1947-52), Bob Devaney (1957-61), Fred Akers 
(1975-76), Bill Lewis (1977-79), Pat Dye (1980), Dennis Erickson 
(1986) and Joe Tiller (1991-96). One thing is clear: This job, for better 
or worse, is not a long-term destination. Lloyd Eaton (1962-70) is the 
only coach since the 1920s to remain in Laramie for more than six sea- 
sons. Christensen appears to be a good fit at Wyoming, which has been 
dreadful on offense in recent seasons (108th last season, 106th in ’07). 
He isn’t a big name, but he is a solid coach who has been by Pinkel’s 
side since 1992. He knows how to build a football program, and he 
should have Wyoming back in bowl contention in a few seasons. 


> sy nee os 
Dove CAristensen 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 
2009 Johnny Unitas® 
Golden Arm Award® 


presented by 


A -Teansamerica 


ften times college football fans and the media 
become so enthralled with touchdown passes, 
elusive runs, ferocious tackles and quarterback 
sacks that we lose sight of other important aspects 
of college athletics. The Golden Arm Award, 
presented annually to the top senior quarterback by the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Foundation, encapsulates all that is 
positive in college sports. The acknowledges 
performance on the field for sure. But it goes beyond 


award 


completion percentage and touchdown strikes. The award 
values character, citizenship, integrity and those who honor the 
game. 


“The winner of the Golden Arm Award is recognized not 
only for his athletic accomplishments, but also for his character, 
citizenship, scholastic achievement, leadership qualities, and 
athletic abilities,” says John Unitas Jr., President of the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc. The Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award bears the name of the man many 


refer to as the finest quarterback ever to play the game of 


football. 


In addition to honoring a player with the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award, the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Educational Foundation, Inc., has awarded more than 
$550,000 in scholarships to deserving scholar-athletes from 
local area high schools both in Maryland and Kentucky. 


“Despite my Dad’s outstanding accomplishments, he never 
forgot his humble beginnings, and this won him a permanent 
place in the hearts of all who ever knew him,” notes Unitas Jr. 
“Giving life to his commitment to ‘give back,’ the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc., was 
established to promote football on all levels by providing 
financial aid to deserving young athletes.” 


GRAHAM HARRELL 


TEXAS TECH 


TOP SENIOR QUARTERBACKS FOR 2009 
JARRETT BROWN, WEST VIRGINIA 

DARYLL CLARK, PENN STATE 

ARMANTI EDWARDS, APPALACHIAN STATE 
MAX HALL, BYU 

TIM HILLER, WESTERN MICHIGAN 

MIKE KAFKA, NORTHWESTERN 

DAN LEFEVOUR, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
THADDEUS LEWIS, DUKE 

COREY LEONARD, ARKANSAS STATE 

COLT MCCOY, TEXAS 

TONY PIKE, CINCINNATI 

PATRICK PINKNEY, EAST CAROLINA 

TODD REESING, KANSAS 

ZAC ROBINSON, OKLAHOMA STATE 
TYLER SHEEHAN, BOWLING GREEN 

RILEY SKINNER, WAKE FOREST 

RUSTY SMITH, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

TIM TEBOW, FLORIDA 

CHRIS TURNER, MARYLAND 

JUICE WILLIAMS, ILLINOIS 
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Zach Johnson, 2007 Masters® Champion 


Transamerica has built its reputation on over 100 years 
of innovation and long-range vision.* 

Ask your financial professional how Transamerica can 
help make your vision a reality. 
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trademark of Augusta National, Inc 
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FLORIDA 
OKLAHOMA 
TEXAS 

USC 

OHIO STATE 
ALABAMA 

PENN STATE 
VIRGINIA TECH 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


. OLE MISS 

. CALIFORNIA 

. BOISE STATE 

. OREGON 

. GEORGIA 

. FLORIDA STATE 

. NEBRASKA 

. LSU 

. CINCINNATI 

. NORTH CAROLINA 
. MICHIGAN STATE 
. UTAH 

. GEORGIA TECH 
. IOWA 

. NOTRE DAME 

. OREGON STATE 


26. Kansas 

27. NC State 

28. TCU 

29. West Virginia 
30. Clemson 

31. Texas Tech 

32. Illinois 

33. BYU 

34. Tennessee 

35. Miami 

36. Arkansas 

37. Missouri 

38. Arizona State 
39. Northwestern 
40. Rutgers 

4]. Pittsburgh 

42. Wisconsin 

43. Auburn 

44. Vanderbilt 

45. East Carolina 
46. South Florida 
47. Wake Forest 
48. Boston College 
49. Colorado 

50. Houston 

51. UCLA 

52. Baylor 

53. Stanford 

54. South Carolina 
55. Michigan 

56. Kentucky 

57. Maryland 

58. Arizona 

59. Southern Miss 
60. Air Force 

61. Minnesota 

62. Tulsa 

63. Navy 

64. Nevada 

65. Connecticut 
66. Texas A&M 

67. Virginia 

68. Kansas State 
69. Central Michigan 
70. Colorado State 
71. Louisiana Tech 
72. Duke 

73. Mississippi State 


74. Purdue 
75. Troy 
76. Washington 
77. Louisville 
78. Indiana 
79. Fresno State 
80. Syracuse 
81. Iowa State 
82. UTEP 
83. Western Michigan 
84. UNLV 
85. Hawaii 
86. Northern Illinois 
87. New Mexico 
88. Washington State 
89. Memphis 
90. Marshall 
91. Buffalo 
92. Arkansas State 
93. Ohio 
94. San Jose State 
95. UCF 
96. Akron 
97. Florida Atlantic 
98. SMU 
99. Bowling Green 
100. Toledo 
101. Utah State 
102. San Diego State 
103. Tulane 
104. Rice 
105. Wyoming 
106. UAB 
107. Army 
108. Middle Tennessee 
109. Ball State 
110. Temple 
111. Kent State 


112. Florida International | | 


113. UL Monroe 

114. UL Lafayette 

115. Miami (OH) 

116. Eastern Michigan 
117. New Mexico State 
118. Idaho 

119. North Texas 

120. Western Kentucky 


Tim Clark/Athion Spo 
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WHEN IT COMES 10 PAINTING, 


Sa 


A great paint job starts with Zinsser. 
Just one coat of Bulls Eye 1-2-3° Primer hides dark 
colors, blocks stains and seals the surface so you 
start painting with a fresh canvas. You'll get truer 
colors and a more even sheen. And, the pros know 
that one coat of tinted Bulls Eye 1-2-3 and one coat 
of paint will look better — and last longer — than 
two coats of paint. It’s no wonder it’s the primer they 
prefer 2 to 1 over other brands. To paint like a pro, 


prime like a pro. Use Zinsser first. Visit zinsser.com. 


74 ZINSSER 


QUALITY SINCE 1849 


PREPARE FOR GREATNESS: 


©2009 RUST-OLEUM CORPORATION 
11 HAWTHORN PARKWAY, VERNON HILLS, IL 60061 


ATLANTIC COAST conrerence 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Russell Wilson 5'11" 208 So. NC State 
RB Jonathan Dwyer 6'0" 228 dr. Georgia Tech 
RB C.J. Spiller 5111" 195 Sr. Clemson 
WR Jacoby Ford 5'10" 185 Sr. Clemson 
WR Demaryius Thomas 63" 229 Jr. Georgia Tech 
TE Greg Boone 63" 287 Sr. Virginia Tech 
ATLAN Tl C COAST CON F EREN CE C Ryan McMahon 63" 282 dr. Florida State 
OL Thomas Austin 63% 3154Si Clemson 
OL Anthony Castonzo 67" 287 Jr. Boston College 
: OL Rodney Hudson 6'2" 285 dr. Florida State 
ACC Atlantic ACC Coastal OL Sergio Render 63" 319» ‘Sr. Virginia Tech 
. Florida State . Virginia Tech FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
. NC State . North Carolina DL Marvin Austin 63" 300 Jr North Carolina 
: DL Derrick Morgan 64" 270 ur Georgia Tech 
=AGleson : Gomadic DL Vince Oghobaase 66" 300 Sr. Duke 
. Wake Forest - Miami DL Jason Worilds 62" 240 ur Virginia Tech 
. Boston College . Virginia LB Mark Herzlich 64" 238 Sr Boston College 
. Maryland . Duke LB Dekoda Watson 6'2" 226 Sr. Florida State 
LB Alex Wujciak 6'3" 255) dr. Maryland 
CB Kendric Burney 5'9" 185 Jr North Carolina 
Mark Herzlic a PS 7 CB Ras-I Dowling 6'2" 200 dr. Virginia 
1 BB sera . it site tee | S Morgan Burnett 61" 198 Jr Georgia Tech 
St Oe | i S Kam Chancellor 64" 226 Sr Virginia Tech 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Matt Bosher 6'0" 205 dr. Miami 
P Travis Baltz 6'2" 200 dr. Maryland 
KR Torrey Smith 61" 200 So. Maryland 
PR Travis Benjamin 5'10" 170 So. Miami 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Riley Skinner 61" 210° Sr. Wake Forest 
RB Darren Evans 60" 213 So. Virginia Tech 
RB Da’Rel Scott 5111" 200 dr. Maryland 
WR Rich Gunnell 5'11" 196 Sr. Boston College 
WR Owen Spencer 63" 180 ur. NC State 
TE Zack Pianalto 6'4" 250 ur North Carolina 
C Matt Tenant 6'4" 294 Sr Boston College 
OL Andrew Datko 6'6" 283 So. Florida State 
OL Jason Fox 67" 310 Sr. Miami 
OL Cord Howard 655" 310 Sr. Georgia Tech 
OL Kyle Jolly 66" 300 Sr  NorthCarolina 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Alan-Michael Cash 61" 286 Sr NC State 
S DL Matt Conrath 67" 269 So. Virginia 
RB WR/TE OL DL Ricky Sapp 64" 240 Sr. Clemson 
D DL Willie Young 64" 250 Sr. NC State 
6 LB Nate Irving 61" 235° Jr NC State 
2 LB Vincent Rey 61" 240 Sr. Duke 
1 6 LB Quan Sturdivant 6'2" 235 Jr North Carolina 
9 3 CB Patrick Robinson 5'11" 194 Sr. Florida State 
CB Stephan Virgil 5'11" 189 Sr. Virginia Tech 
il 8 S Wes Davis 61" 215 Jr Boston College 
} > S  Deunta Williams 62". 205 Jr North Carolina 
8 9 SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
5 7 K — Josh Czajkowski 59" 184 dr. NC State 
3 l P Kevin Jones 63" 200 dr. Duke 
10 nT KR TJ. Graham 60" 180 So. NC State 
PR C.J. Spiller SE L9Ob: Siz Clemson 
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BIG 12 conrerence 


= hss = = FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
il ; QB Sam Bradford 64" 218 dr. Oklahoma 
<= — RB Kendall Hunter 58" 190 ur Oklahoma State | 
FERENCE RB DeMarco Murray 61" 205 dr. Oklahoma | 
7 - WR Dezmon Briscoe 63" 200 dr. Kansas 
f WR Dez Bryant 62" 215 Jr Oklahoma State 
\ | TE Jermaine Gresham 66" 261 Sr Oklahoma 
Sas C Chris Hall 64" 300 Sr. Texas | 
OL Russell Okung 66" 305 Sr Oklahoma State 
OL Trent Williams 65" 308 Sr. Oklahoma | 
: OL Adam Ulatoski 6'8" 306 Sr. Texas 
Big 12 North Big 12 South OL Brandon Carter 67" 354 Sr. Texas Tech 
. Nebraska . Oklahoma FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
. Kansas . Texas DL Sergio Kindle 64" 255 Sr. Texas 
: : DL Gerald McCoy 64" 295 ur Oklahoma 
sisson - Oklahoma State DL Ndamukong Suh 64" 300 Sr. Nebraska | 
- Colorado . Texas Tech DL DeMarcusGranger 62" 302 Sr. Oklahoma | 
. Kansas State . Baylor LB Joe Pawelek 62" 240 Sr. Baylor | 
. Iowa State . Texas A&M LB SeanWeatherspoon 6'2" 245 Sr. Missouri | 
LB Travis Lewis 6'2" 232 So. Oklahoma 
CB Dominique Franks 60" 189 ur. Oklahoma 
CB Aaron Williams 61" 189 So. Texas 
S__ Darrell Stuckey 61" 205 Sr. Kansas 
S _ Jordan Lake 61" 210 Sr. Baylor 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Alex Henery 62" 175 dr. Nebraska 
P Derek Epperson 63" 240 dr. Baylor | 
KR. Perrish Cox 6'0" 195 Sr Oklahoma State 
PR Dez Bryant 62" 215 Jr Oklahoma State 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Colt McCoy 63" 210 Sr. Texas 
RB DerrickWashington 5'11" 225 dr. Missouri 
RB Jake Sharp 5110" 195 Sr. Kansas 
WR_ Jordan Shipley 6'0" 190 Sr. Texas 
WR Kerry Meier 63" 220° Sr. Kansas 
TE Mike McNeill 64" 240 dr. Nebraska 
C Tim Barnes 64" 305 dr. Missouri 
OL Kurtis Gregory 65". 305 Sr. Missouri 
OL Brady Bond 67" 295 Sr. Oklahoma State 
OL Marlon Winn 66" 325 Sr. Texas Tech 
OL Jacob Hickman 6'4" 295° Sr. Nebraska 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Auston English 685 253: “Si Oklahoma 
Whe fered Pe DL Jeremy Beal 63" 253 dr. Oklahoma 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL Colby Whitlock 6'2" 281 dr. Texas Tech | 
5 8 8 9 DL Lamarr Houston 6'2" 290 Sr. Texas 
LB Brian Duncan 611" 238 Sr. Texas Tech 
Sea ges 7 : : 9 LB Roddrick Muckelroy  6'2" 235 Sr. Texas 
LB Keenan Clayton 620220" SSr: Oklahoma 
KANSAS 4 4 : ise 
CB Chykie Brown 61" 187 Jr Texas 
eee = 5 CB Jamar Wall 5110" 195 Sr. Texas Tech 
— : @ S — James Smith 59" 191 St TowaState 
NEBRASKA il a S Earl Thomas 510" 197 So. Texas 
OKLAHOMA 1 1 
OKLAHOMASTATE 3 6 SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
TEXAS 9 3 K — Hunter Lawrence 60" 187 Sr Texas 
TEXAS ASM 7 v) P Alonso Rojas 63" 220 dr. Kansas 
KR DeMarco Murray 611" 205 dr. Oklahoma 
a . PR Daymond Patterson 5°90" 175 So. Kansas 


~ Briscoe: Larry Smith; Pike: John Grieshop 


36 ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 20039 
|| 


On the field or in the stands, a Veryfine game 
deserves some Veryfine - juices & drinks with 


fresh & satisty..iie 


Here’s to your next Veryfine game. 


FRUIT PUNCH 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Tony Pike G6 225° Sk Cincinnati 
| wi -' =, | RB Victor Anderson 5'9" 185 So. Louisville 
var RB Noel Devine 58" 175 dr. West Virginia 
WR Mardy Gilyard 61" 180 Sr. Cincinnati 
CONFERENCE WR Mike Williams 6'2" 204 dr. Syracuse 
TE Nate Byham 63S W255 Sr: Pittsburgh 
C_ Ryan Blaszczyk 64" 295 Sr. Rutgers 
OL Selvish Capers 65" 298 Sr. West Virginia 
OL Anthony Davis 66" 325 ur. Rutgers 
. : ai ' - OL Jeff Linkenbach 66") S13. 9SK. Cincinnati 
1. Cincinnati 5. South Florida OL Jason Pinkston 64" 300 dr. Pittsburgh 
2. West Virginia 6. Connecticut FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
3. Rutgers 7. Louisville DL Arthur Jones 64" 291 Sr. Syracuse 
° DL Chris Neild 6'2" 298 dr. West Virginia 
4. Pittsburgh 8. Syracuse DL Greg Romeus 65" 265 dr. Pittsburgh 
DL George Selvie 64" 245 Sr. South Florida 
LB Ryan D’Imperio 6'3" 240 Sr. Rutgers 
LB Scott Lutrus 6'2" 235 dr. Connecticut 
LB Reed Williams 6'l" 228 Sr. West Virginia 
CB Aaron Berry S/S Se Pittsburgh 
CB Jerome Murphy 61" 185 Sr. South Florida 
S__ Nate Allen 6'2" 206 Sr. South Florida 
S Robert Vaughn 60" 202 Sr. Connecticut 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K  Maikon Bonani 5'0" 174 So. South Florida 
P Rob Long 64" 175 Jr Syracuse 
KR Mardy Gilyard 6'l" 180 Sr. Cincinnati 
PR Tw. Porter 6'l" 195 Sr. Pittsburgh 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Matt Grothe 60" 205 Sr. South Florida 
RB Mike Ford 6'2" 225° dr South Florida 
RB Jordan Todman BOM LOL So: Connecticut 
WR. Jessie Hester 60" 180 Sr South Florida 
WR _ Jock Sanders 58" 185 dr West Virginia 
TE Shamar Graves 63" 230 dr. Rutgers 
C Moe Petrus 6'2" 282 So. Connecticut 
OL Jeff Adams 68" 305 dr. Louisville 
OL Don Barclay 64" 298 So. West Virginia 
OL Jason Kelce 63" 295 Jr Cincinnati 
OL Jake Sims 6'5" 285 ur. South Florida 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
. DL Scooter Berry 61" 280 dr West Virginia 
Tony Pike DL Tevita Finau 65" 290 Jr — West Virginia 
QB, Cincinnati DL George Johnson 6'4" 260 Sr. Rutgers 
DL Mick Williams 61" 285 Sr. Pittsburgh 
LB Jon Dempsey 60" 241 Sr. Louisville 
LB Derrell Smith 61" 224 dr. Syracuse 
See Cee ta LB Kion Wilson 62" 235 Sr South Florida 
1 3 1 3 6 7 6 - : 
6 6 8 5 l 3 CB Jasper Howard BOM 71 ur. Connecticut 
CB Devin McCourty. 5111" 185 Sr. Rutgers 
at et Z S Sidney Glover 511" 210 Je West Virginia 
: Z : ; 3 ; S Mike Holmes 5111" 185 dr. Syracuse 
y) 4 2 3 6 5 SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
7 8 5 8 8 8 K San SanTe 5'9" 180 So. Rutgers 
3 1 4 D D 9 P Teddy Dellaganna 62" 210 ur. Rutgers 
KR Dontavia Bogan 61" 183 dr. South Florida 
PR Trent Guy 50" 166 Sr. Louisville 
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He who stays cool wins. 
Introducing New Jockey Euro Sport. Lightweight, quick-drying fabric won't slow JOC KEY 
you down, while microfiber panels keep you cool where it counts. See more ™ 
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BIG TEN conrereNnce 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Daryll Clark 6120233") OE Penn State 
RB John Clay 6'2" 237 So. Wisconsin 
RB Evan Royster 61" 209 dr. Penn State 
WR Arrelious Benn 6'2" 220 dr. Illinois 
WR Eric Decker 6'2" 215 Sr. Minnesota 
TE Garrett Graham 64" 237 Sr. Wisconsin 
C — Stefen Wisniewski 63" 302 dr. Penn State 
OL Jon Asamoah 65" 315 Sr. Illinois 
OL Bryan Bulaga 66" 312 dr. Towa 
OL Kyle Calloway OTOL ue ok Towa 
. Ohio State . Wisconsin OL Dennis Landolt 64" 303 Sr. Penn State 
. Penn State . Michigan FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
. Michigan State . Minnesota DL Brandon Graham 62" 268 Sr. Michigan 
DL Jammie Kirlew 63" 264 Sr. Indiana 
= AOWe: - Purdue DL Jared Odrick 65" 306 Sr -PennState = 
. Illinois . Indiana DL Corey Wootton 67" 270 Sr Northwestern | 
. Northwestern LB Pat Angerer 61" 235 Sr. Towa || 
LB Navorro Bowman 61" 230 dr. Penn State 
LB Greg Jones 61" 222 Jr Michigan State 
CB Traye Simmons Stal75> Sr Minnesota | 
CB Amari Spievey 60" 190 Jr Iowa | 
S_ Kurt Coleman 5111" 198 Sr. Ohio State 
S__ Brad Phillips 64" 210 Sr Northwestern 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Brett Swenson 5'8". 175 Sr Michigan State 
P Zoltan Mesko 65" 238 Sr. Michigan 
KR Troy Stoudermire 5'10" 185 So. Minnesota 
PR Ray Small 5'11" 180 Sr. Ohio State 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Juice Williams 6'2" 235 Sr. Illinois 
RB Jewel Hampton 50" 210 So. Iowa 
RB Brandon Minor 61" 216 Sr. Michigan 
WR. David Gilreath 5'11" 165 dr. Wisconsin 
WR Martavious Odoms HON 7 So; Michigan 
TE Michael Hoomanawanui 6'5" 270 Sr. Illinois 
C Joel Nitchman 6'3" 296 Sr. Michigan State 
OL Jeff Allen 65" 310 So. Illinois 
OL Justin Boren 63" 315 ur Ohio State 
OL Joel Foreman 63" 310 So. Michigan State 
OL Stephen Schilling 65" 304 dr. Michigan 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Trevor Anderson 6'2" 259 Sr Michigan State || 
DL Adrian Clayborn 63" 282 dr. Iowa | 
N DL Thaddeus Gibson 62" 240 dr Ohio State | 
QB RB WR/TE OL LB DL Ryan Kerrigan 64" 263 dr. Purdue | 
9 6 6 8 LB AJ. Edds 64" 244 Sr. Iowa 
ll ll ll 10 7 LB Obi Ezeh 6'2" 240 dr. Michigan | 
5 1 9 1 LB Sean Lee 62" 236 Sr. Penn State || 
9 8 5 8 CB Sherrick McManis 6" 185 Sr Northwestern 
6 4 3 6 CB Chris L. Rucker 6'2". 197 Jr Michigan State 
4 ll 11 3 S Anderson Russell 6'0" 205 Sr. Ohio State 
; ; 9 4 S__ Tyler Sash 61" 210 So. Iowa 
3 3 4 2 SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS | 
1 2 l 9 K Philip Welch 63" 190 So. Wisconsin 
10 9 10 5 P Aaron Bates 6'0" 190 Jr Michigan State 
8 5 6 7 KR Boubacar Cissoko 5'9" 182 So. Michigan 
PR Marcus Sherels 5'11" 166 Sr. Minnesota | 


Peter Brouillet 
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PREDICTED 
C-USA East 
. East Carolina 


. Southern Miss 


. Memphis 
. Marshall 
. UCF 


EAST CAROLINA 
HOUSTON 
MARSHALL 
MEMPHIS 

RICE 

SMU 

SOUTHERN MISS 


4 i SH 


. i 


st 


1. Houston 
2. Tulsa 
3. UTEP 
4. 
5 
6 


SMU 


. Tulane 
. Rice 


Case Keenum 


QB, Houston 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Case Keenum 62" 210 dr. 
RB Andre’ Anderson 60" 211 Sr. 
RB Damion Fletcher 5110" 177. Sr. 
WR DeAndre Brown 6'6" 228 So. 
WR Emmanuel Sanders 5'11" 180 Sr. 
TE Cody Slate 64" 220 Sr. 
C Sean Allen 63" 307 Sr. 
OL Terence Campbell 6'5"_ 320 Sr. 
OL Terence Edge 64" 295) dr. 
OL Ryan Hebert 65" 310 Sr. 
OL Chris Thompson 6'2" 295 So. 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Anthony Gray 60" 301 dr 
DL Albert McClellan (WAS a ay Sie 
DL Bruce Miller 62" 258 dr. 
DL C.J. Wilson 64" 271 Sr. 
LB Mario Harvey 60" 244 Sr. 
LB Greg Jackson 62" 212 Sr. 
LB Nick Johnson 61" 215° Sr. 
CB Brandon Brinkley 60" 180 Sr. 
CB Kenny Sims 511" 197. Sr. 
S Van Eskridge 60" 200 Sr. 
S Eddie Hicks CZ BS PSsr 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Ben Hartman 5111" 210 Sr. 
P Ross Thevenot 60" 180 Sr 
KR Damaris Johnson 5'8" 170 So. 
PR Andre Watson 5'10" 180 Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Trevor Vittatoe 62" 220 ur 
RB Bryce Beall 5'11" 205 So. 
RB Curtis Steele 60" 185 Sr 
WR Tyron Carrier 5'8" 162 So. 
WR Aldrick Robinson 5'10" 176 dr. 
TE Jeffery Anderson 63" 255. dr 
C dake Seitz 6'2" 290 Sr. 
OL Tyler Holmes 63" 306 So. 
OL Ronald Leary 64" 313 So. 
OL Andrew Nierman 61" 294 dr 
OL Cw. Wood 6'5" 288 So. 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Michael Janac 64" 278 Jr 
DL Linval Joseph 66" 300 dr. 
DL Reggie Scott 64" 260 Sr. 
DL Torrell Troup 63" 315 Sr. 
LB Mike Bryan 63220 eeSh: 
LB Pete Fleps 61" 228 dr 
LB Lawrence Young 60" 205 dr. 
CB DeQuan Bembry 5110 173 So. 
CB Emanuel Davis 5'11" 190 So. 
S James Lockett 5'11" 203 Sr. 
S_ Andrew Sendejo 61" 210 Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Jordan Mannisto 61" 175 So. 
P Matt Dodge 6'2" 220 Sr. 
KR Darius Marshall 5110" 189 Jr. 
PR DAA. Griffin 5111" 185 Jr. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Houston 
Tulane 
Southern Miss 
Southern Miss 
SMU 

Marshall 

East Carolina 
East Carolina 
UAB 

Southern Miss 
Houston 


Southern Miss 
Marshall 

UCF 

East Carolina 
Marshall 
Memphis 

East Carolina 
Houston 

Tulsa 

East Carolina 
Southern Miss 


East Carolina 
Tulane 

Tulsa 
Southern Miss 


UTEP 
Houston 
Memphis 
Houston 
SMU 
UAB 
UAB 
Tulsa 
Memphis 
Tulane 
Marshall 


Marshall 
East Carolina 
Tulane 

UCF 

Tulsa 

SMU 

UCF 
Marshall 
East Carolina 
Tulsa 

Rice 


Houston 
East Carolina 
Marshall 
Memphis 


Keenum: ‘Ai Kooistra; LeFevour: Central Michigan SID 


clas FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


{=} QB Dan LeFevour 63" 229 Sr Central Michigan 
RB Eugene Jarvis BL 708 -Sk Kent State 
WH RB James Starks 6'2" 211 Sr. Buffalo 
2 WR Bryan Anderson 6'5"_ 213. Sr. Central Michigan 
M10-AMERICAN WR Antonio Brown 510" 179 Jr. Central Michigan 
LONMFERENCE TE Josh LeDuc 63" 230 Jr Eastern Michigan 
C Eddie Adamski 63" 280 Sr. Northern Illinois 
ISH = OL Zack Anderson 6'4" 310 Sr. Akron 
OL Jeff Maddux 65" 313 Jr. Central Michigan 
MAC West 3 a8 OL Jason Onyebuagu 6'2" 305 Sr. Northern Illinois 
. Buffalo . Central Michigan OL Phillip Swanson 64" 307. Jr. Western Michigan 
. Ohio . Western Michigan FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
. Akron - Northern Illinois DL Brandon Bice 64" 250 Sr. Northern Illinois 
. Bowling Green . Toledo DL Andre Neblett 6'2" 295 Sr. Temple 
crepe ame ats ergata 0 BOSE om al ween 
+e rank Zombo 4" r. Central Michigan 
- Kent State - Eastern Michigan LB Nick Bellore 61" 232 Jr Central Michigan 
LB Noah Keller 61" 236 dr Ohio 
LB Austin Pritchard 6'4" 233 Sr. Western Michigan 
CB Julian Posey 5'11" 188 dr. Ohio 
CB Jamal Schulters 5'10" 188 dr. Temple 
S PJ. Mahone 5'11" 201 Sr Bowling Green 
S _ Davonte Shannon 60" 193° dr. Buffalo 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Alex Steigerwald 5'11" 181 Sr. Toledo 
P Ben Armer 5'10" 201 So. Western Michigan 
KR Brandon West 5'10" 188 Sr. Western Michigan 
PR Antonio Brown 5'10" 179 Jr. Central Michigan 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Tim Hiller 65" 228 Sr. Western Michigan 
RB MiQuale Lewis 5'6" 184 Sr. Ball State 
RB Brandon West 5'10" 188 Sr. Western Michigan 
WR Naaman Roosevelt 6'0" 187 Sr. Buffalo 
WR Stephen Williams 6'5" 199 Ur Toledo 
TE Madaris Grant 6'5" 221 Sr. Ball State 
C Elliott Bates 6'3" 295 Sr. Akron 
OL Derek Dennis 65" 316 dr Temple 
OL Jared DeWalt 64" 318 Sr Toledo 
j ; OL Jordan Jerrold 6'8" 307 Jr Buffalo 
tl an LeFevour * OL Shane Steffy 6'3" 290 Sr. Bowling Green 
//Q8, Central Michigan SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Brandon Crawford 6'3" 260 Sr. Ball State 
. DL Junior Galette 6'2" 246 Sr. Temple 
RB WR/TE DL Kevin Hogan 63" 228 Sr. Kent State 
12 3 DL Sean Murnane 61" 258 ur. Central Michigan 
3 2 10 LB Archie Donald 6'2" 235° dr Toledo 
BOWLING GREEN LB Davyd Jones 61" 210 ur. Ball State 
BUFFALO LB Justin Winters 5111" 202 dr. Buffalo 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 1 CB Arrington Hicks 5'10" 170 Jr. Eastern Michigan 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 5 CB Josh Price 60" 195 So. Western Michigan 
KENT STATE 12 S Sean Baker 611" 205 So. Ball State 
MIAMI 10 S Barry Church 6'2" 219 Sr. Toledo 
— eo SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
TEMPLE B K Mike Salerno 5111" 165 Sr. Northern Illinois 
TOLEDO 8 P Nick Tovinelli 60" 184 Sr Bowling Green 
KR Chris Garrett 5'8" 190 Sr. Ohio 
ere 2 PR Eugene Jarvis Dee LOL “Sia Kent State 
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MOUNTAIN WEST conrereNnce 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE | 
QB Max Hall 61" 201 Sr. BYU || 
RB Matt Asiata 5'11" 230 Sr. Utah 
RB Harvey Unga 60" 239 dr. BYU 
WR Rashaun Greer 6'l" 203 Sr Colorado State 
WR Ryan Wolfe 6'2" 210 Sr. UNLV 
TE Dennis Pitta 65" 248 Sr. BYU 
C Erik Cook 66" 315 Sr New Mexico 
OL Zane Beadles 6'4" 305 Sr. Utah 
OL Nick Charles 64" 285 Sr. Air Force 
& hao VERT OL Marshall Newhouse  6'3" 317 Sr. TCU || 
he es “UNLV OL Shelley Smith 64" 293 Sr Colorado State | 
| 2. TCU 7. New Mexico FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
3. BYU 8. San Diego State DL-~ verry: Hughes Cer 2aL art jue 
P : DL Jan Jorgensen 6'3" 259 Sr. BYU 
4. Air Force 9. Wyoming DL John Fletcher 66" 272 Sr. Wyoming 
5. Colorado State DL Malo Taumua 61" 270 Jr. UNLV | 
LB Jason Beauchamp 63" 235 Sr. UNLV 
LB Stevenson Sylvester 6'2" 225 Sr. Utah 
LB Mike Wright 6'2" 239. Sr. Utah 
CB Rafael Priest 5'10" 181 Sr. TCU 
CB Nick Sanders 5'10" 175 Sr. TCU 
S__ Robert Johnson 6'2" 195° Sr. Utah 
S Chris Thomas 5'11" 205 Sr. Air Force 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K James Aho Bot 175) SO: New Mexico 
P Anson Kelton 64" 260 So. TCU 
KR David Reed 60" 190 Sr. Utah 
PR Tan Clark 60" 210 Sr. New Mexico | 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE | 
QB Omar Clayton 61" 200 dr UNLV | 
RB Asher Clark 58" 185 So. Air Force | 
RB Joseph Turner 611" 225 Sr. TCU 
WR Vincent Brown 6'0" 185 dur. San Diego State 
WR. Jimmy Young 61" 204 dr. TCU 
TE Jesson Salyards GSN 2392 -ol Wyoming 
C Tim Walter 6'6" 290 Sr. Colorado State | 
OL Chris Campbell 63" 270 Sr. Air Force 
QL Marcus Cannon 65" 350 dr. TCU 
OL Caleb Schlauderaff 64" 300 dr. Utah 
! OL Joshua Taufalele 6'2" 310 Sr New Mexico 
4 cobalt mG cia a be einen arts ane <r tao HeRt oe ee gli athe 4? hao eel SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Koa Misi 63" 256 Sr. Utah 
DL Mitch Unrein 64" 270 Sr. Wyoming 
DL Kenape Eliapo 60" 310 Sr. Utah 
DL Russell Tialavea 6'3" 286 Sr. BYU 
4! LB Matt Bauman 61" 229° Sr. BYU 
| B RB WR/TE OL DL LB’ DB LB Ken Lamendola 62" 230 dr. Air Force 
| AIR FORCE 5 4 9 4 5 8 4 LB Mychal Sisson S11" 201 So. Colorado State 
BYU 1 l 3 6 3 9 7 CB_ Nick Oppenneer 5'10" 176 Sr. Colorado State 
| COLORADO STATE 8 8 D 9 8 7 5 CB Reggie Rembert 5'7" 175 dr. Air Force I. 
NEW MEXICO 6 5 7 5 6 6 6 3 uoe Dale wk. SIL" 200.Sr Utah | E 
SAN DIEGO STATE + 6 6 9 9 9 9 S__ Chris Prosinski 61" 208 dr. Wyoming > 
TCU 2 3 4 3 2 4 1 SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 115 
| UNLV 3 7 ] 7 7 3 8 K Ross Evans 5'8" 180 So. TCU a 
UTAH 4 2 5 1 1 1 9 P Adam Miller 62" 224 Sr. New Mexico i\3 
| WyoMING 9 9 8 8 4 5 3 KR John Mosure 5110" 202 ur Colorado State ls 
PR Jeremy Kerley 5'10" 192 dr. TCU F 
| FE 
AA ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


PAG-10 CONFERENCE 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Jeremiah Masoli S11" 214 dr. Oregon 
RB Jahvid Best 5'10" 195 dr. California 
RB Jacquizz Rodgers 57" 193 So. Oregon State 
WR Terrence Austin STS 73a Si UCLA 
WR_ Damian Williams 61" 190 dr USC 
TE Rob Gronkowski 66" 265 ur. Arizona 
C Kristofer O’Dowd 65" 300 dr. USC 
OL Jeff Byers 64" 285 Sr. USC 
OL Charles Brown 66" 295 Sr. USC 
OL Shawn Lauvao 63" 305 Sr. Arizona State 
: _ UCLA OL Chris Marinelli 67" 298 Sr. Stanford 
. California . Stanford FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
. Oregon . Arizona DL Tyson Alualu 6'3" 295 Sr. California 
- DL Lawrence Guy 6'5" 270 So. Arizona State 
- Oregon State - Washington DL Brian Price 62" 295 dr UCLA 
. Arizona State . Washington State DL Will Tukuafu 64" 272 Sr. Oregon 
LB Reggie Carter 61" 240 Sr. UCLA 
LB Keaton Kristick 63" 226 Sr. Oregon State 
LB Mike Nixon 63" 227 Jr. Arizona State 
CB Syd’QuanThompson 5'9" 187 Sr. California 
CB Alterraun Verner 5'11" 184 Sr. UCLA 
S__ Taylor Mays 63" 230 Sr. USC 
S TJ. Ward 5111" 201 Sr Oregon 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Thomas Weber 61" 205 dr. Arizona State 
P Bryan Anger 63" 199 So. California 
KR Terrence Austin 5111" 173 Sr. UCLA 
PR Syd’QuanThompson 5'9" 187 Sr. California 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Jake Locker 63" 222 dr. Washington 
RB LeGarrette Blount 6'2" 240 Sr. Oregon 
RB Joe McKnight 6'0" 200 dr. USC 
WR Ronald Johnson 6'l" 185 dr USC 
WR _ James Rodgers 5'7" 185 dr. Oregon State 
TE €&d Dickson 65" 243 Sr. Oregon 
C Alex Linnenkohl 6'2" 288 dr. Oregon State 
OL Mike Tepper 67" 319 Sr. California 
OL Adam Grant 66" 325 Sr. Arizona 
OL Alex Parsons 64" 300 Sr. USC 
OL Zach Schlink 64" 330 So. Arizona State 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
Jacquizz Rodgers .; ee ssh #5 ie Sr. Arizona See 
verson Griffen 3" Jr. 
RB, Oregon State (i DL Tom Keiser 65" 253 So. Stanford 
DL DanielTe-’o-Nesheim 6'4" 263 Sr. Washington 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB LB Akeem Ayers 6'4" 255 So. UCLA 
7 7 4 7 D 4 6 LB Mike Mohamed 63" 237 dr. California 
5 1 5 D 4 6 9 CB Devin Ross 5'11" 175 Sr. Arizona 
1 4 8 6 7 5 5 CB Shareece Wright 60" 180 Sr. USC 
4 3 6 3 8 9 8 S Bo McNally $0 210 Sr. Stanford 
9 A 9 5 , 3 : S Rahim Moore 61" 188 So. UCLA 
8 8 3 8 3 1 3 SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
y) 2 l 1 1 3 l K Kai Forbath 6'0" 198 dr. UCLA 
3 10 7 9 9 9 10 P Keenyn Crier 61" 200 ur. Arizona 
10 9 10 10 10 10 9 KR Jahvid Best 5'10" 195 ur California 
PR Kyle Williams 5'10" 185 Sr. Arizona State 
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_ SOUTHEASTERN conrerence 


. Florida 

. Georgia 
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. Vanderbilt 

. South Carolina 
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AUBURN 
FLORIDA 
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KENTUCKY 
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OLE MISS 

| SOUTH CAROLINA 
TENNESSEE 

| VANDERBILT 


VBR wonronad = 


FINISH 


SEC West 

. Alabama 

. Ole Miss 

. LSU 

. Arkansas 

. Auburn 

. Mississippi State 


~. 


ighael Smith 
, Ackansas © 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB TimTebow 6'3" 245 Sr. 
RB Charles Scott 5'11" 233 Sr. 
RB Michael Smith 5776" Sh, 
WR Julio Jones 6'4" 210 So. 
WR AJ. Green 6'4" 200 So. 
TE DJ. Williams 62" 251 dr 
C BenJones 63" 304 So. 
OL Ciron Black 65" 325. Sr. 
OL John Jerry 65" 350 Sr. 
OL Mike Johnson 6'6" 305 Sr. 
OL Mike Pouncey 65" 320 dr. 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Terrence Cody 65" 365 Sr. 
DL Antonio Coleman 63" 257° Sr. 
DL Carlos Dunlap 66" 290 dr. 
DL Greg Hardy 64" 265 Sr. 
LB Rolando McClain 64" 249 dr. 
LB Eric Norwood 6'l" 252 Sr. 
LB Brandon Spikes 63" 258 Sr. 
CB Joe Haden 5111" 190 dr. 
CB Trevard Lindley 6'0" 175. Sr. 
S _ Eric Berry 5'11" 203 dr. 
S$ Ahmad Black 59" 185 dr 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Joshua Shene 5'8" 170 Sr. 
P Chas Henry 63" 222 dr. 
KR Brandon James 5'7" 185 Sr. 
PR Brandon James 57" 185 Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Jevan Snead 63" 215 dr. 
RB Anthony Dixon Gdvemec oP Poh 
RB Mark Ingram 5'10" 215 So. 
WR Dexter McCluster 5'8" 165 Sr. 
WR Brandon LaFell 63" 209 Sr. 
TE Aaron Hernandez 6'2" 250 dr. 
C  Maurkice Pouncey 65" 318 dr. 
OL Clint Boling 65" 286 dr. 
OL Jarriel King 65" 312 dr. 
OL Trinton Sturdivant 65" 293 So. 
OL Lee Ziemba 6'8" 304 dr. 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Rahim Alem 63" 254 Sr. 
DL Geno Atkins 61" 287 Sr. 
DL Jermaine Cunningham 6'3" 252 Sr. 
DL Jeremy Jarmon 63" 279 Sr. 
LB Rennie Curran 5'11" 228 dr. 
LB Micah Johnson 6'2" 256 Sr. 
LB Chris Marve 60" 228 So. 
CB Myron Lewis 6'3" 205 Sr. 
CB Patrick Peterson 61" 205 So. 
S Chad Jones 63" 214 dr. 
S Major Wright 6:0" 204 dr. 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Leigh Tiffin 61" 199 Sr. 
P PJ. Fitzgerald 5111" 198 Sr. 
KR Dennis Rogan 5110" 178 dr. 
PR Javier Arenas 50" 198 Sr. 
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In the Dairy Section 


www.deansdip.com 
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SUN BELT conrerence 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Corey Leonard 61" 207 Sr. Arkansas State 
RB Reggie Arnold 519" 219 Sr. Arkansas State 

RB Duduan Harris 57" 190 ur. Troy 

; , : 


WR T.Y. Hilton 5'9" 168 So. Florida International 
WR Jerrel Jernigan 510" 176 dr. Troy 
| TE damari Grant 6'5" 210 Sr. Florida Atlantic 
ELT C Chris Fisher 63" 285 Sr. UL Lafayette 
OL Brad Bustle 633" 302 Sr. UL Lafayette 
OL Tyler Clark 6'2" 275 dr. Troy 
OL Mark Fisher 63" 281 Jr Middle Tennessee 
. Troy 6. UL Monroe OL David Matlock 6'2" 285 Sr. Florida Atlantic 
. Arkansas State 7. UL Lafayette FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
. Florida Atlantic 8. North Texas DL Alex Carrington 65" 284 Sr. Arkansas State 
. DL Brandon Lang 6'4" 249 Sr. Troy 
: Middle Tennessee 9. Western Kentucky DeaAaton Morden 6a" 985 Sp UL Montoe 
. Florida International DL CameronSheffield  6'2" 237 Sr. Troy 
LB Boris Lee 60" 231 Sr. Troy 
LB Cardia Jackson 6'2" 240 Sr. UL Monroe 
LB Bear Woods 6'0" 228 Sr Troy 
CB Anthony Gaitor 5'10" 175 Jr. Florida International 
CB  Daylan Walker 59" 177 Sr. Arkansas State 
S Jeremy Kellem 5'10" 185 Jr‘ Middle Tennessee 
S M.D. Jennings 60" 172 dr. Arkansas State 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Josh Arauco 50" 218 Sr Arkansas State 
P Scott Love 60" 204 Sr. UL Monroe 
KR Jorrick Calvin 5'10" 181 Sr. Troy 
PR. T.Y. Hilton 5'9" 168 So. Florida International 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Rusty Smith 6S 212 kesh Florida Atlantic 
RB Frank Goodin 5'9" 200 ur UL Monroe 
RB Cam Montgomery 61" 210 Sr. North Texas 
WR Jake Gaebler 5'11" 185 Sr. Western Kentucky 
WR Cortez Gent 62a L707 Sk: Florida Atlantic 
TE Ladarius Green 66" 222 So. UL Lafayette 
C Brad Serini 6'3" 300 ur Florida International 
OL Jonathan Decoster 6'5" 305 ur. UL Lafayette 
OL Esteban Santiago 63" 285 dr. North Texas 
OL Doug Stroud 66" 331 dr. UL Monroe 
OL BrettThompson 6'3" 280 Sr. UL Monroe 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Eddrick Gilmore 6'5" 240 Sr. North Texas 
Corey Leonard DL Bryan Hall 611" 284 dr. Arkansas State 
la QB, Arkansas State Meron 62" 280 Sr. Florida Atlantic 
f ” DL Dwight Smith 2" 263 Jr Middle Tennessee 
\ LB Grant Fleming 6'4" 232 dr. UL Lafayette 
OB RB WR/TE OL LB DB LB Tobe Nwigwe Cue 25]0 Sh North Texas 
3 1 6 6 6 1 LB Antwyne Zanders 6'2" 226 Sr. UL Lafayette 
D 6 1 4 9 4 CB Jorrick Calvin 5'10" 181 Sr. Troy 
mw 7 4 5 5 9 CB Alex Suber 5'9" 166 Sr Middle Tennessee 
eS 3 3 9 8 3 S Gerren Blount S'1l" 188 Sr. UL Lafayette 
7 5 7 3 4 9 S Jeremiah Weatherspoon 6'2" 220 Sr. Florida International 
1 2 2 3 1 6 SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
6 8 9 1 3 7 K Sam Glusman 5'10" 170 Sr. Troy 
8 4 5 7 y) E P David DeFatta 5'10" 188 Sr Middle Tennessee 
ny 9 9 8 9 7 8 KR Bobby Rainey 5'9" 205 So. Western Kentucky 
PR Tavious Polo 5111" 175 dr. Florida Atlantic 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Colin Kaepernick 6'6" 215 dr 
RB Daniel Porter 5'9" 190 Sr. 
RB VaiTaua 5110" 225 dr. 
WR. Seyi Ajirotutu 6'2" 210 Sr. 
WR Austin Pettis 63" 200 ur 
TE Kyle Efaw 6'4" 232 So. 
C John Estes 6'2" 295 Sr. 
OL Alonzo Durham 6'4" 285 Sr. 
OL Mike Gallett 6'6" 295 dr. 
OL Mike Iupati 6'6" 330 Sr. 
OL Rob McGill 66" 305 dr. 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Nate Agaiava 6'2" 285 Sr. 
DL Kevin Basped 6'6" 240 dr. 
DL D’Anthony Smith 6'2" 300 Sr. 
DL Ryan Winterswyk 64" 260 Jur 
LB Justin Cole 63" 240 Sr. 
LB Paul Igboeli 60" 201 Sr. 
LB Ben Jacobs 63" 235 dr. 
CB Davon House 60" 172 dr. 
CB Kyle Wilson 5'10" 187 Sr. 
S_ Antonio Baker 5'11" 200 Sr. 
S__ Jeron Johnson 5111" 190 dr. 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Kyle Brotzman 5110" 191 dr. 
P Brad Langley 6'0" 200 Jur. 
KR AJ. Jefferson 60" 190 Jur. 
PR Kyle Wilson 5'10" 187 Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Kellen Moore 6'0" 184 So. 
RB Jeremy Avery 5'9" 171 dr 
RB Ryan Mathews 5111" 205 dr. 
WR Kevin Jurovich 60" 183 Sr. 
WR Chris Wellington 61" 185 dr 
TE Virgil Green 65" 225° dr. 
C Thomas Byrd S'11" 282 So. 
OL Ailao Eliapo 6'2" 320 Jr 
OL Andrew Jackson 65" 290 dr. 
OL Brennan McFadden 6'2" 294 Sr. 
OL Chuck Taylor 63" 345) dr. 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Chris Carter 6'3" 245 ur. 
DL John Fonoti 6'2" 255 Sr. 
DL Carl Ihenacho 63" 245 Sr. 
DL Dontay Moch 61" 245) dr. 
LB James-Michael Johnson 6'2" 220 So. 
LB Nick Paden 637235 “Sr 
LB Brashton Satele 69255: Sr. 
CB Antoine Thompson él" 195° Sr 
CB Brandyn Thompson 5'10" 178 dr. 
S Moses Harris 61" 205 Sr. 
S Duke Ihenacho 61" 200 dr. 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K — Kevin Goessling 61" 200 So. 
P Robert Malone 6'2" 215 dr. 
KR Malcolm Lane 61" 180 Sr. 
PR Phillip Livas 58" 175 Jr 
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OFFENSE The big dog is back, which is why 
Florida will be considered one of the teams 
with a legitimate shot at winning the national 
title. Quarterback Tim Tebow already has two 
national title rings and wants to win a third — 
and even more, he wants an unbeaten season, 
something Florida has never achieved. A 
second Heisman? Sure, why not? 

Tebow has a talented cast surrounding him, 
but both tackles from last year must be 
replaced. The Gators are trying to figure out 
the five best players to start up front. The 
biggest issue is chemistry. A year ago, it took 
five games for a new line to start playing well. 
If this group jells quickly, Florida should have 
another potent offense. 

‘Two starting receivers must be replaced, too, 
and Percy Harvin will be missed greatly. The 
Gators will be hoping that Riley Cooper, 
Deonte Thompson and Carl Moore are up to 
the task. The star of spring drills was tight end 
Aaron Hernandez, whom Meyer labels as a 
sure-fire pro. Hernandez has become Tebow’s 
favorite target, especially on third down, and 
should be an All-SEC performer this year. 


O11 


The Gators have not had a 1,000-yard back 
under Meyer, and that’s not likely to change 
this season. The Gators again will take a 
committee approach as Emmanuel Moody 
and speedsters Jeff Demps and Chris Rainey 
share the position. Rainey and Demps showed 
the ability to break big plays, and neither will 
get caught from behind. 


Florida won its seven 
SEC regular-season 
games by an average of 
37.1 points. 


DEFENSE Florida returns every player from 
last year’s two-deep roster and the defense 
should be better than it was a year ago, when 
it led the league in scoring defense. There 


might not be a better secondary in the nation. 
The unit is led by cornerback Joe Haden, who 
has turned into a lockdown defender. 

Linebacker Brandon Spikes returned for his 
senior season, giving Florida not only a star at 
the position, but an emotional leader as well. 
The Gators need more production from their 
outside linebackers, where steady Ryan 
Stamper and up-and-comer Brandon Hicks 
will likely start. 

What makes Florida's defense so scary is its 
depth at every position. Florida not only has 
all four starters returning on the defensive line, 
but it has also built some depth behind those 
starters. End Carlos Dunlap, the Defensive 
Most Valuable Player of the national title 
game, can be as good as he wants to be, and 
underrated Jermaine Cunningham _ has 
improved every season at the other end. A 
good defense last year has a chance to be 
dominant in 2009. 


SPECIALISTS Getting Jonathan Phillips, who 
missed only one field goal last year, back for a 
fifth season was a big plus. Punter Chas Henry 
is as good as it gets because of his ability to 
hang balls in the air. Opponents rarely get 
much return yardage on his punts. Senior 
Brandon James is a dual threat as both a punt 
and kickoff returner, and he excels at both. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With so much talent back, 
a good incoming freshman class and a schedule 
that is workable, Florida has a real chance of 
repeating as not only SEC champ, but also 
national champ. 

The Gators are loaded. If they can solve the 
issues at the offensive tackle spots and find 
receivers who will step up, there isn't a glaring 
weakness on the team. 

The biggest concern will be the wild and 
crazy expectations in Gator Nation and 
around the college football world. Senior 
leaders Tebow and Spikes should take care of 
keeping the players on an even keel. 


Sept. 5 Charleston Southern 30 Hawaii W Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Tro Sept. 6 Miami W 26-3} Scorin 43.6 4 
5 19 T % Sept. 20 at Tennessee W 30-6 ptt 31 He 10 
ead gl Diese ce Sept. 27 Ole Miss L 30-31 Ing + YPg 

Sept. 26 at Kentucky Oct. 4 at Arkansas Ww 38-7 | Passing 213.9 ypg 61 
Oct. 10 atLSU Oct. 11 LSU Ww 51-21 | Total 445.1 ypg 15 
Oct. 17 Arkansas “ie - cigp si ia (Jax) oe Defense PerGame Rank 

ets V. vs. Georgi x — ; 
Oct. 24 at Mississippi State Nov. 8 at Vanderbilt W 42-14 Scoring 12.9 ppg 4 
Oct. 31 vs. Georgia (Jax) Nov. 15 South Carolina w 56-6 | Rushing 1054ypg 15 
Nov. 7 Vanderbilt Nov. 22 Citadel W 70-19 | Passing 179.9 ypg 20 
Nov. 14 at South Carolina 4 3 at pase State uN ae Total 285.3 ypg 9 
ec. 6 vs. Alabama - , 

Nov. 21 FU Jan. 8 #Oklahoma W 24-14 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Florida State #BCS Championship +22 +1.57 2 


HEAD COACH: URBAN MEYER RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


44-9 (4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: | 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STEVE ADDAZIO DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHARLIE 


at this level. Just the 


eed alone.and the 


match-up problems you have. And you have a 
guy pulling the trigger who was really efficient, 


a great competitor and a winner” 


— An oppe 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 11 Riley Cooper (Sr.) 

WR_ 83 David Nelson (Sr) 

WR 6 Deonte Thompson (So.) 
57 Carl Johnson (ur.) 
66 James Wilson (So.) 
56 Maurkice Pouncey (Jr) 
55 Mike Pouncey (ur) 
76 Marcus Gilbert (Jr.) 
81 Aaron Hernandez (ur.) 
15 Tim Tebow (Sr) 
21 Emmanuel Moody (ur) 


DEFENSE (11) 

DE 8 Carlos Dunlap (ur.) 
DT 90 Lawrence Marsh (uJr.) 
DT 92 Terron Sanders (ur.) 
DE 49 Jermaine Cunningham (Sr) 
OLB 40 Brandon Hicks (ur.) 
MLB 51 Brandon Spikes (Sr.) 
OLB 41 Ryan Stamper (Sr.) 
CB 5 Joe Haden (ur.) 

CB 29 Janoris Jenkins (So.) 
SS 35 Ahmad Black (uJr.) 
FS 21 Major Wright (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 Jonathan Phillips (Sr) 
P17 Chas Henry (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


ysing SEC as 


85 Frankie Hammond (So.) 
16 Carl Moore (Sr.) 
Andre Debose (Fr.) 
71 Matt Patchan (So.) 
58 Nick Alajajian (Fr.) 
50 Sam Robey (Fr.) 
74 Maurice Hurt (Jr) 
78 David Young (So.) 
80 Desmond Parks (Fr.) 
12 John Brantley (So.) 
3 Chris Rainey (So.) 


94 Justin Trattou (ur) 
99 Omar Hunter (So.) 
6 Jaye Howard (So.) 
96 William Green (So.) 
16 A.J. Jones (Jr) 
52 Jon Bostic (Fr.) 
32 Dustin Doe (Sr.) 
14 Markihe Anderson (Sr.) 
4 Wondy Pierre-Louis (Sr) 
20 Dorian Munroe (Sr.) 
10 Will Hill (So.) 


KR 25 Brandon James (Sr.) 
PR 25 Brandon James (Sr) 


Passing: Tim Tebow, 298-192-2,746-4, 30 TDs 
Rushing: Tim Tebow, 176 car., 673 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Aaron Hernandez, 34 rec., 381 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Brandon Spikes, 93, 52 solo 


Sacks: Carlos Dunlap, 9.5 


Interceptions: Ahmad Black, 7 for 191 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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It eliminates the need for liquid chemical 


treatments, which are disruptive to homes 
and landscaping. 


——_—_—_————_ |'s the only termite 
The Sentricon’ System A 

tt % Presidential Green treatment to receive 

ME: id Chemistry Challenge this honor from the 
Award Winner ys Environmental 

The Sentricon® Termite Colony 5 

Elimination System uses just a few ° 

grams of active ingredient rather 


than hundreds of gallons of diluted 
chemical treatment. 


Protection Agency. 
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a There’s a reason it’s green. | 
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Homeowners rate it as the most environmentally 


°o 
sound termite treatment.’ 


It contains an insect growth 
regulator specific to subterranean | 


termites, with little or no 
impact on other organisms. 


It matches the grass. 


Visit www.Sentricon.com to find an Authorized Operator. 2.Sentricon 


‘Jefferson Davis Associates 


Colony Elimination System 


®""Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC Always read and follow label directions. 


No more colony. No more problem.” 


NORMAN, OKLA. “OKLAHOMA MEMORIAL STADIUM (82,112) 

: Another dose of post-bowl blues 
was hanging over Oklahoma last January when 
a jolt of unexpected good news revived Sooner 
Nation. Heisman Trophy quarterback Sam 
Bradford announced that he was returning to 
school. So did dynamic tight end Jermaine 
Gresham. And suddenly, college football’s 
highest-scoring offense of the modern era was 
back in business. 

With Bradford behind center, the offense 
should hum again. Bradford’s skills and smarts 
spurred OU’s move to a no-huddle, fast-paced 
attack that piled up yards and points in 2008. 
And more of the same is expected for 2009. 

The offensive line must be rebuilt, with 
only Trent Williams returning as a starter. 
Keeping Bradford upright was a key to Sooner 
success in 2008, so the development of a unit 
that will likely lean on a sophomore and 
freshman to fill two slots is critical. Still, 
Bradford has plenty of weapons at his disposal. 


Sam Bradford claimed the school’s fifth 
Heisman Trophy last winter, becoming only 
the second sophomore to win the award. 
Now he takes a shot at becoming only the 
second two-time winner. 


Chris Brown and DeMarco Murray each 
ran for more than 1,000 yards last season. And 
a stable of quality backs wait their turn. 

There’s a search for new wideouts, but 
Gresham starred as the team’s second-leading 
receiver and could be the college version of the 
NFLs Antonio Gates — big and fast and 
game-breaking. Ryan Broyles emerged as a big- 
play threat in the slot and is versatile enough to 
fill any of the three receiver slots. 


E Playmakers abound on defense, 
starting up front with All-America tackle 
Gerald McCoy. A game-changer in the middle, 
McCoy utilizes speed, strength and quickness 
to plug running lanes and pressure the passer. 
His presence alone creates advantages for OU’s 


2008 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (12-2, 7-1) 


LONE 


edge rushers, a talented trio of rotating ends — 
Jeremy Beal, Frank Alexander and Auston 
English. Those three combined for 16.5 sacks 
last fall. 

Travis Lewis was a little-known converted 
running back when last season started. Four 
months later, hed broken Brian Bosworth’s 
OU freshman record with 144 tackles, 
revealing speed and instincts to go with a 
rugged style. Lewis only figures to be better in 
his second season. Keenan Clayton, converted 
from safety, made a successful switch and gives 
the Sooners flexibility with an ability to play 
the nickel spot, allowing OU to disguise its 
defense. 

Cornerbacks Dominique Franks and Brian 
Jackson turned a worrisome position into a 
strength in their first seasons as starters. They 
both boast speed and an attitude to thrive in 
any match-up, a necessity in a pass-happy 
conference. 


I > There's competition all around. 
Jimmy Stevens returns at kicker but will be 
pushed after making only 8-of-12 field goals as 
a freshman. The Sooners need a new punter, 
too. Broyles has speed and elusiveness to be a 
return threat. Murray is capable and proven, 
but may no longer be a fit due to injury 
concerns. 


The Sooners have the best 
skill- Pecan players in the Big 12, which 
suggests another wildly entertaining offense in 
Norman. And another run at championships. 

The Sooners aren't without issues, however. 
The offensive line must progress and create 
comfort for Bradford to do his thing. And 
while All-Big 12 talent is spread across the OU 
defense, there's little depth. And the kicking 
game causes concern. 

Still, the schedule sets up nicely, with 
another showdown with Texas all that stands 
in the way of a fourth straight conference title 
— and maybe more. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 vs. BYU (Arlington) | Aug. 30 Chattanooga W 57-2) 2 PerGame _ Rank 
Sept. 12 Idaho State Sept. 6 Cincinnati W 52-26 | Scoring 51.1 ppg 1 
Sept. 19 Tulsa Sent 5 ae nest aneon Vpn Rushing 1985 ypg 20 
abe: Sept. 27 TCU W 35-10 oy 
Oct. 3 at Miami Oct. 4 at Baylor W 49-17 Passing 349.4 ypg 3 
Oct. 10 Baylor Oct. 11 vs. Texas L 35-45 | Total 547.9 ypg 3 
Oct. 17 vs. Texas (Dallas) Oct. 18 Kansas SSI Defense  PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Kansas 2 : ae State a in Scoring  24.5ppg 58 
Oct. 31 Kansas State Nov. 8 at Texas A&M w 66-28 | Rushing 116.2ypg 20 
Nov. 7 at Nebraska Nov. 22 Texas Tech W 65-21 | Passing 2515ypg 99 
Nov. 14 Texas A&M Nov. 29 at Oklahoma State W 61-41 | Total 367.7 ypg 68 
Nov. 21 at Texas Tech Dec. 6 vs. Missouri MRCS TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Jan. 8 #Florida L 14-24 
Nov. 28 Oklahoma State #BCS Championship +23 +1.64 1 
52 


He ie aa 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 85 Ryan Broyles (So.) 
WR 80 Adron Tennell (Sr) 
wR 8 Brandon Caleb (Sr) 
LT 71 Trent Williams (Sr.) 
LG 74 Brian Simmons (Sr) 
C 61 Ben Habern (Fr.) 

RG 77 Stephen Good (So.) 
RT 70 Cory Brandon (ur) 

TE 18 Jermaine Gresham (Sr) 
QB 14 Sam Bradford (Jr) 
RB 7 DeMarco Murray (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 44 Jeremy Beal (Jr) 

DT 93 Gerald McCoy (Jr) 

DT 96 DeMarcus Granger (Sr.) 
DE 84 Frank Alexander (So.) 
OLB 28 Travis Lewis (So.) 

MLB 4 Ryan Reynolds (Sr) 
OLB 22 Keenan Clayton (Sr.) 
CB 1: Dominique Franks (ur.) 
CB 2 Brian Jackson (Sr.) 

SS 27 Sam Proctor (So.) 

FS 20 Quinton Carter (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Tress Way (Fr) 
P 36 Tress Way (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Sam Bradford, 483-328-4,720-8, 50 TDs 
Rushing: Chris Brown, 217 car., 1,220 yds., 20 TDs 
Receiving: Jermaine Gresham, 66 rec., 950 yds., 14 TDs 
Tackles: Travis Lewis, 144, 70 solo 

Sacks: Jeremy Beal, 8.5 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 4 


17 Mossis Madu (ur) 
24 Deduan Miller (So.) 
4 Jameel Owens (So.) 
59 Donald Stephenson (So.) 
51 Brian Lepak (ur) 
51 Brian Lepak (Jr) 
78 Alex Williams (So.) 
76 Jarvis Jones (So.) 
83 Brody Eldridge (Sr.) 
12 Landry Jones (Fr) 
29 Chris Brown (Sr) 


33 Auston English (Sr.) 
89 Cordero Moore (Sr.) 
86 Adrian Taylor (ur.) 
91 RJ. Washington (Fr) 
10 Mike Balogun (Sr) 
12 Austin Box (So.) 
21 JR. Bryant (Sr) 
15 Lamar Harris (Fr.) 
3 Jonathan Nelson (Jr) 
5 Joseph Ibiloye (Fr.) 
6 Desmond Jackson (So.) 


KR 7 DeMarco Murray (Jr) 
PR 85 Ryan Broyles (So.) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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WHEN YOU SEE THE WORLD THROUGH THE EYES 


OF THE HUMAN ELEMENT, ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE. 


OFFENSE Quarterback Colt McCoy, runner- 
up to Oklahoma's Sam Bradford for last year's 
Heisman Trophy, appears to be on a mission. 
And we're not talking about his second straight 
spring break in Peru helping villagers dig water 
wells. McCoy has been working overtime to 
nurture a young group of receivers the way 
Vince Young did with players like Limas 
Sweed before UT’s 2005 national title run. 

With four starters back on the offensive 
line, McCoy will try to improve on the record 
year he had throwing the football in 2008. The 
coaching staff would prefer that McCoy not be 
the Longhorns’ leading rusher this season. 
Mack Brown is hoping one of six backs vying 
for the starting job will break out. Sophomore 
Cody Johnson, a former fullback who had one 
of two 100-yard rushing games by a back in 
2008, appeared to have the edge coming out of 
spring. 

Wideout Jordan Shipley, who had more 
than 1,000 yards receiving in 2008, will be 
McCoy's go-to guy. Texas is dangerously thin 
at tight end after a potentially career-ending 
knee injury to starter Blaine Irby last season. 
So the base offense could well be a four- 
receiver, one-back set that Texas used to 
surprise Oklahoma in last year’s 45-35 victory. 

The big question is how Texas will run the 
football. But if that part of the offense bogs 
down, McCoy will likely just do it himself 


again. 


DEFENSE Replacing Lombardi and Nagurski 
award-winning defensive end Brian Orakpo, 
who spearheaded the nation’s best sack attack 
last season, will not be easy. But leave it to 
second-year defensive coordinator Will 


Texas recorded only six 
interceptions for the entire 
2008 season. Only Fresno State 
(5) and the Miami Hurricanes 
(4) had fewer. 


Muschamp to turn former linebacker Sergio 


Kindle into the next Orakpo. Kindle got to 
fine-tune his pass-rush skills in the offseason 
and now wants to lead the nation in sacks. 

Texas somehow managed a 12-1 record 
despite starting two freshmen at safety in 2008 
against 1] returning quarterbacks in the Big 
12. Now, those fresh faces — led by 
sophomores Earl Thomas and Aaron Williams 
— are veterans who are playing faster because 
they are reacting instead of thinking through 
every play. Despite leading the nation in sacks, 
Texas was just plus-2 in turnovers — a number 
that must improve. 

At linebacker, Texas has a workhorse in 
Roddrick Muckelroy, who almost single- 
handedly shut down Oklahoma's running 
attack in 2008 with 16 tackles. Muckelroy will 
line up on the weak side, next to downhill, 
run-stuffing middle linebacker Jared Norton. 


SPECIALISTS ‘Texas returns its top two kickers 
— Hunter Lawrence and Ryan Bailey — who 
will battle it out in the fall for the right to kick 
field goals. Sophomore punter Justin Tucker, 
who averaged 45.2 yards per punt last season, 
can use the rollout “rugby” punt with either 
foot. Shipley, who had punt and kick recurns 
for touchdowns last season, will do both again 
this season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The schedule shapes up for 
Texas to make a run at its second national title 
this decade. There are no marquee games in 
the non-conference slate (UL Monroe, at 
Wyoming, UTEP and UCF). The toughest 
games figure to be against Oklahoma on Oct. 
17 at the Cotton Bowl and at Oklahoma State 
on Oct. 31. UT has won three of four against 
OU and has never lost to the Cowboys under 
Brown (11-0). The Longhorns should thank 
Texas Tech for agreeing to move their game in 
Austin from Nov. 7 to Sept. 19 for primetime 
television. The Longhorns will get some early 
national visibility they wouldn't have had 
otherwise. 


2005 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS [i2-1, 7-1) 2008 NAT'L RANHINGS 
Sept. 5 UL Monroe Aug. 30 Florida Atlantic W 52-10 | [RRS PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Wyoming Sept. 6 at UTEP W 42-13 | Scoring 42.4 ppg 5 
Sept. 19 Texas Tech Sept. 20 Rice W 52-10 | Rushing 167.5 ypg 41 
Sept. 26 UTEP Sept. 27 Arkansas W 52-10 Passing 308.3 ypg 7 
Oct. 10 Colorado Oct. 4 at Colorado W 38-14 
Total 475.8 ypg 9 

Oct. 17 vs. Oklahoma (Dallas) Oct. 11 vs. Oklahoma (Dallas) W 45-35 
Oct. 24 at Missouri Oct. 18 Missouri W 56-31 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 31 at Oklahoma State | ct 25 Oklahoma State  W 28-24 | Scoring 188ppg 18 
Nov. 7 UCE Nov, 1 atTexas Tech L 33+39 | Rushing 83.5 ypg 3 
Nov. 14 at Baylor Po: aes Bat W 45-21 | Passing 2594 ypg_ 104 
N : ol K 4 Nov. 15 at Kansas W 35-7 | Total 342.9 ypg 51 
Ne 26 aes A&M oe = be Gal i 7s TO Margin PerGame Rank 
#Dallas, TX ey eres sy |e?) +015 49 

s #Fiesta Bowl 


HEAD COACH: MACK BRO 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GREG DAVIS 


* DE 


54 


)WIN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 115-2 


1] YEARS) « CAREER RECORD: 201-100-1 (25 YEARS) 
FENSIVE COORDINATOR: Will MUSCHAMP 


COLT McCOY 


THE QUOTE 
“What Will Muschamp brought to their defense 
S on tape 


is a touc I ho 
the ¢ 
different than it’s b 


\f Opposing Bic 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 5 Brandon Collins (ur) 

WR 8 Jordan Shipley (Sr.) 

WR 9 Malcolm Williams (So.) 
11 James Kirkendoll (Jr) 
74 Adam Ulatoski (Sr.) 
52 Charlie Tanner (Sr.) 
71 Chris Hall (Sr) 
63 Michael Huey (ur) 
64 Kyle Hix (Jr) 

QB 12 Colt McCoy (Sr.) 

RB 31 Cody Johnson (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 2 Sergio Kindle (Sr.) 

DT 33 Lamarr Houston (Sr) 
DT 91 Kheeston Randall (So.) 
DE 81 Sam Acho (Ur) 

SLB 1 Keenan Robinson (So.) 
MLB 11 Jared Norton (Sr) 
WLB 38 Roddrick Muckelroy (Sr) 
CB 8 Chykie Brown (Jr) 

CB 4 Aaron Williams (So.) 
SS 12 Ear! Thomas (So.) 

FS 21 Blake Gideon (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 15 Hunter Lawrence (Sr) 
P 9 Justin Tucker (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


6 DeSean Hales (Fr.) 

7 John Chiles (Jr) 

4 Dan Buckner (So.) 
83 Brock Fitzhenry (Fr) 
56 Tray Allen (dr) 

75 Steve Moore (ur) 
78 David Snow (So.) 
54 Mark Buchanan (Fr.) 
72 Britt Mitchell (Ur) 
Garrett Gilbert (Fr) 
2 Vondrell McGee (Jr.) 


80 Alex Okafor (Fr.) 
92 Ben Alexander (Sr.) 
94 Michael Wilcoxon (So.) 
97 Russell Carter (So.) 
13 Tariq Allen (Fr.) 
42 Dustin Earnest (ur) 
18 Emmanuel Acho (So.) 
7 Deon Beasley (Jr) 
3 Curtis Brown (Jr) 
6 Christian Scott (So.) 
27 Nolan Brewster (So.) 


KR 8 Jordan Shipley (Sr) 
PR 8 Jordan Shipley (Sr) 


Passing: Colt McCoy, 433-332-3,859-8, 34 TDs 
Rushing: Colt McCoy, 136 car., 561 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Jordan Shipley, 89 rec., 1,060 yds., 11 TDs 
Tackles: Roddrick Muckelroy, 112, 71 solo 


Sacks: Sergio Kindle, 10 


Interceptions: Earl Thomas, 2 for 0 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Layne Murdoch 


Peter Brouillet 


OFFENSE A year ago, the defense was the 
dominant unit on this team. This year, it 
should be an offense with the potential to 
score a blizzard of points. With more flashy 
tailbacks than youd find in most conferences, 
a couple of outstanding receivers and an 
offensive line that returns intact, everything 
seems in place. 

There is the small matter of who'll play 
quarterback, of course. Mark Sanchez left early 
to become an NFL millionaire, and now the 
position apparently will be filled by redshirt 
sophomore Aaron Corp, who barely beat out 
hotshot true freshman Matt Barkley in the 
spring. Corp doesn’t throw as well as Barkley, 
but he makes fewer mistakes and creates 
interesting options with his ability to run, 
something coach Pete Carroll hasn't had in a 
quarterback in his eight years at USC. 

Most of the real running will be left to a 
dazzling group of six tailbacks led by Stafon 
Johnson, Joe McKnight and C.J. Gable, each 
of whom could probably rush for 1,200 yards 
at any other school. Damian Williams and 
Ronald Johnson are an ideal, complementary 
pair of wideouts. Guard Jeff Byers and young 
Kristofer O’Dowd lead a gifted offensive line 
that is buoyed by the presence of sophomore 
tackle Tyron Smith, a future star. 


The best evidence of how 
Pete Carroll’s teams grow 
stronger late in the season is 
his 27-0 record in November 
in his eight years at USC. 


& & 


DEFENSE Most units couldn't survive the loss 
of eight starters, including four first-day NFL 
draft choices. But then, most teams don’t have 
the remarkable stream of blue-chippers that 
flow onto the USC campus every year. This 
defense won't be as intimidating and 
menacingly effective as the one that put up 
record-breaking numbers in 2008. But it won't 
lack for raw ability, either. 


The secondary, led by two-time All-America 
safety Taylor Mays, might be the best and 
deepest Carroll has had. Middle linebacker 
Chris Galippo won't be as spectacular as Rey 
Maualuga, but he will be steadier, and outside 
backers Malcolm Smith and Michael Morgan 
are quicker than some defensive backs. 

The defensive line had been described as the 
team's biggest question mark after losing three 
of four starters. But Carroll loved the 
springtime performances of nosetackle Jurrell 
Casey and end Armond Armstead. End 
Everson Griffen seems ready to tap into all his 
potential as a pass-rusher. The key could be 
how well Averell Spicer and Derek Simmons 
contribute at the other tackle. 


SPECIALISTS Both regular kickers graduated, 
and although some walk-ons such as Billy 
O'Malley and Joe Houston looked adequate in 
the spring, the coaches are hoping junior 
college All-American Jacob Harfman arrives to 
take over the punting and placekicking. Stafon 
Johnson and McKnight are dangerous punt 
returners, and Ronald Johnson is one of the 
country’s more accomplished kickoff return 
artists. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Carroll streak of seven 
consecutive years of 11-plus victories, Pac-10 
titles, BCS bowl bids and top-4 AP finishes 
could be in danger. He not only has a new 
quarterback and new offensive (John Morton) 
and defensive (Rocky Seto) coordinators, but 
he also faces his most arduous schedule yet. 

But Carroll loves this kind of challenge, and 
if Corp can be the mistake-free, dual-threat 
quarterback he hinted at in the spring, this 
offense could be as explosive as any in 
America. The defense doesn’t have to be as 
good as last year’s, just as good as most of 
Carroll’s defenses. 

Keep an eye on that Sept. 12 rematch in 
Columbus. If the Trojans win that one, they 


could be right back in the BCS title mix. 


a == = > Se ——————— SS — ——— 
2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (12-1, 8-1) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 San Jose State Aug. 30 at Virginia W 52-7 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Ohio State Sept. 13 Ohio State W 35-3 Scoring 37.5 ppg 14 
Sept. 19. at Washington Sept. 25 at Oregon State = L 21-27 | Rushing 194.9 ypg 22 
Sept. 26 Washington State | Oct 4 Oregon W 44-10 | passing 259.9 ypg 22 
liforni | Oct. 11 Arizona State W 28-0 Total 454.7 ypg u 
Oct. 3. at California | Oct. 18 atWashington State W 69-0 | 
Oct. 17 at Notre Dame Oct. 25 at Arizona WwW 17-10 i Defense Per Game Rank 
Oct. 24 Oregon State Nov. 1 Washington W 56-0 | Scoring 9.0 ppg 1 
Oct. 31 at Oregon Nov. 8 California W 17-3] Rushing 87.4 ypg 5 
Nov. 7 at Arizona State Nov. 15 at Stanford W 45-23 | Passing 134.4 ypg 1 
Nov. 14 Stanford Nov. 29 Notre Dame W 38-3 | Total 221.8 ypg 2 
Dec. 6 atUCLA W 28-7 — 
= ¥ ee, Jan. 1 #Penn State W 38-24 | re er ae 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 18 Damian Williams (Jr) 
WR 8 Ronald Johnson (Jr) 
LT 71 Charles Brown (Sr) 
LG 53 Jeff Byers (Sr.) 

C 61 Kristofer O'Dowd (dr) 
RG 56 Alex Parsons (Sr.) 

RT 70 Tyron Smith (So.) 

TE 86 Anthony McCoy (Sr.) 
QB 15 Aaron Corp (So.) 

FB 31 Stanley Havili (Jr) 
TB 4 Joe McKnight (Jr) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 93 Everson Griffen (Jr.) 
DT 99 Averell Spicer (Sr.) 

| NT 91 Jurrell Casey (So.) 
DE 94 Armond Armstead (So.) 
| OLB 6 Malcolm Smith (Jr) 

| MLB 54 Chris Galippo (So. 

| OLB 17 Michael Morgan (Jr.) 
| CB 24 Shareece Wright (Jr) 
} CB 15 Kevin Thomas (Sr.) 

| SS 36 Josh Pinkard (Sr) 

| FS 2 Taylor Mays (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Jacob Harfman (Jr.) 
P Jacob Harfman (Jr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Tackles: Taylor Mays, 53, 38 solo 
Sacks: Everson Griffen, 4.5 


__53 deff Byers (St) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


9 David Ausberry (Jr) 
19 Brice Butler (Fr) 
68 Butch Lewis (ur) 
74 Zack Heberer (Jr) 


74 Zack Heberer (Jr.) 
76 Nick Howell (Sr) 
89 Blake Ayles (So.) 

7 Matt Barkley (Fr.) 
10 D.J. Shoemate (So.) 
13 Stafon Johnson (Sr.) 


97 Malik Jackson (So.) 

90 Derek Simmons (ur.) 

44 Christian Tupou (Jr) 
Devon Kennard (Fr) 
Jarvis Jones (Fr.) 

35 Uona Kaveinga (So.) 
Frankie Telfort (Fr.) 

1 TJ. Bryant (So.) 

36 Josh Pinkard (Sr.) 

26 Will Harris (Sr.) 

19 Drew Mcallister (So.) 


KR 8 Ronald Johnson (ur) 
PR 13 Stafon Johnson (Sr.) 


Passing: Mitch Mustain, 16-11-157-2, 2TDs 
Rushing: Stafon Johnson, 138 car., 705 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Damian Williams, 58 rec., 869 yds., 9 TDs 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


=) 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


OFFENSE Terrelle Pryor no longer can turn 
and hand off to Chris “Beanie” Wells, but he 
still has a weapon behind him in a different 
form. Daniel “Boom” Herron — all 5'10" and 
193 pounds of him — is about to make his 
own (nick)name and continue the outstanding 
running back tradition at Ohio Strate. 

The offensive line, meanwhile, looks 
particularly adept at run-blocking thanks in 
large part to the addition of behemoth Justin 
Boren, who transferred from, get this, 
Michigan. Hulking tight ends Jake Ballard and 
Jake Stoneburner add more size up front and 
could be useful targets for Pryor, who needs to 
take flight in his second year at quarterback. 

Reliable wideouts Brian Robiskie and Brian 
Hartline are out the door, but the Buckeyes 
still have sticky-fingered possession receiver 
Dane Sanzenbacher and several playmakers in 
tow, including DeVier Posey and Ray Small. 

In a search for more consistency in moving 
the chains, the coaching staff plans to employ 
more short-yardage routes and safety valves for 
Pryor. The Buckeyes need to find a way to 
improve on last season's third down conversion 


rate of 43 percent. 
T-1 


DEFENSE Until the front four could find a 
way to affect offenses last season, the 
linebackers and defensive backs were forced to 
play almost mistake-free football. They held 
up for the most part, take away the 35-3 
whitewashing at USC. 

This fall, the defensive line appears to be the 
crutch, especially at end, where Thaddeus 
Gibson feeds on quarterback prey and 
Cameron Heyward is beastly in his own right. 
Even backups such as Nathan Williams, 
Lawrence Wilson and Solomon Thomas, who 
logged seven sacks in a spring scrimmage, have 


Jim Tressel has a stellar 7—1 record 
in the rivalry with The School Up 
North, which has earned him plenty 
of rope from Buckeye fans. 


backfield radar. The interior, meanwhile, is 
blessed with veterans Doug Worthington, 
Dexter Larimore and ‘Todd Denlinger. 

The linebacking corps has gaping holes 
where All-American James Laurinaitis and the 
handy Marcus Freeman used to reside, but 
senior Austin Spitler and young talents such as 
Ross Homan, Tyler Moeller and Etienne 
Sabino should be ready to begin filling them. 

The secondary, meanwhile, is an underrated 
group. Senior safeties Kurt Coleman and 
Anderson Russell, “Star” back Jermale Hines 
and capable corners such as Chimdi Chekwa, 
Andre Amos and Devon Torrence will try to 
offset the loss of Malcolm Jenkins. 


SPECIALISTS The Buckeyes lost a couple of 
good ones in placekicker Ryan Pretorius and 
punter A.J. Trapasso, but there shouldn't be 
much drop-off. Former starter Aaron Pettrey, 
who has legitimate field goal range out to 60 
yards, is ready to handle the placement duties 
and kick off. Another fifth-year senior, Jon 
Thoma, is a solid punter who can angle kicks. 


FINAL ANALYSIS It’s difficult to label the 
Buckeyes as national championship contenders 
after losing their star running back, both 
starting wide receivers, two offensive linemen, 
both kickers, and arguably the three most 
productive defenders in the Jim Tressel era. 
Still, Ohio State can’t be counted out. 

Pryor is one of the most dangerous weapons 
in the country and the Buckeyes should be 
able to keep him in decent down-and-distance 
situations with a solid running game led by 
Herron. Meanwhile, defensive coordinator Jim 
Heacock again has athletes to unleash, 
especially up front. 

Much like last season, Ohio State's national 
standing will be evident after an early tussle 
with USC, only this time the matchup is in 
Ohio Stadium. On the back end of the 
schedule are November road games with rivals 
Penn State and Michigan. 


Sept. 5 


} RESULTS 


Aug. 30 Youngstown State 


(10 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


| 


W 43- 0 Offense Per Game Rank 
Sept.12 USC Sept. 6 Ohio W 26-14 | Scoring 27.6 ppg = 45 
Sept.19 Toledo (Cleveland) | Sept. 13 at USC L 3-35 | Rushing 1925ypq 24 
Sept. 26. Ilinois sets a0 Tey W 28-10 | passing 150.2 ypg 105 

' Sept. 27 Minnesota W 34-21 
Oct. 3 at Indiana Oct. 4 at Wisconsin ww paige SR 76 
Oct. 10 Wisconsin Oct. 11 Purdue W 16-3 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Purdue Oct. 18 at Michigan State W 45-7 | Scoring 13.9 ypg 6 
Oct. 24 Minnesota Oct. 25 Penn State L 6-13. | Rushing 110.2ypg 18 
Oct. 31 New Mexico State Nov. 8 at Northwestern W 45-10 | Passing 183.5 ypg 25 
Nov. 7 at Penn State Nov. 15 at Illinois W 30-20 | Total 293.8 ypg 14 
Nov. 14 Towa Nov. 22 Michigan WA 7 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 21 at Michigan vee Ae ¥Temae aes eee +1.23 6 
#Fiesta Bowl 


HEAD COACH: J/ TRESSEL * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 83-19 (8 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 218-76-2 (23 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JIM BOLLMAN * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: JIM HEACOCK, LUKE FICKELI 


THE QUOTE 
“Terrelle (Pryor) is kind of the ultimate 
neutralizer. When the playbook breaks down, 
he has a whole other dimension, 
it’s awfully dangerous for a defense.” 


An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 8 DeVier Posey (So.) 
12 Dane Sanzenbacher (Jr) 
75 Mike Adams (So.) 
65 Justin Boren (Jr.) 
50 Mike Brewster (So.) 
70 Bryant Browning (Jr) 
64 Jim Cordle (Sr.) 
86 Jake Ballard (Sr.) 
2 Terrelle Pryor (So.) 
37 James Georgiades (Fr) 
1 Daniel Herron (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 90 Thaddeus Gibson (Jr) 
DT 84 Doug Worthington (Sr.) 
DT 72 Dexter Larimore (ur.) 
DE 97 Cameron Heyward (Jr) 
SLB 26 Tyler Moeller (ur) 
MLB 38 Austin Spitler (Sr.) 
WLB 51 Ross Homan (Jr) 

CB 13 Andre Amos (Sr.) 

CB 5 Chimdi Chekwa (ur) 
SS 4 Kurt Coleman (Sr.) 

FS 21 Anderson Russell (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 20 Aaron Pettrey (Sr.) 
P 48 Jon Thoma (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


7 Lamaar Thomas (So.) 
82 Ray Small (Sr) 
55 Andrew Miller (ur.) 
74 Jack Mewhort (Fr.) 
66 Andrew Moses (Sr.) 
77 Connor Smith (ur) 
76 J.B, Shugarts (So.) 
11 Jake Stoneburner (Fr) 
14 Joe Bauserman (So.) 
49 Adam Homan (Fr) 

3 Brandon Saine (ur.) 


43 Nathan Williams (So.) 
53 Garrett Goebel (Fr.) 
92 Todd Denlinger (Sr.) 
87 Lawrence Wilson (Sr.) 
42 Andrew Sweat (So.) 

6 Etienne Sabino (So.) 
36 Brian Rolle (ur) 
10 Devon Torrence (ur) 
18 Travis Howard (Fr.) 

7 Jermale Hines (Jr) 

8 Aaron Gant (Sr.) 


KR 7 Lamaar Thomas (So.) 
PR 82 Ray Small (Sr.) 


Passing: Terrelle Pryor, 165-100-1,311-4, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Terrelle Pryor, 139 car., 631 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Dane Sanzenbacher, 21 rec., 272 yds., 11D 


Tackles: Kurt Coleman, 78, 43 solo 
Sacks: Thaddeus Gibson, 5 


Interceptions: Kurt Coleman, 4 for 18 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


John Grieshop 


Paul Levy 


OFFENSE With the departure of three-year 
starter John Parker Wilson, the plan was for an 
open quarterback competition between junior 
Greg McElroy, redshirt freshman Star Jackson 
and sophomore walk-on Thomas Darrah. 
McElroy blew them away. “He's far and away 
our best quarterback right now,” coach Nick 
Saban says. 

Alabama's physical ground game in 2008, 
led by departed Glen Coffee, produced plenty 
of big leads and wore down many a defense. 
Bruising sophomore Mark Ingram (728 yards) 
and versatile senior Roy Upchurch, who is 
recovering from a pinched nerve, will try to fill 
in. That is, if blue-chip running back Trent 
Richardson doesn’t do it instead. 

Receiver Julio Jones established himself as 
one of the top playmakers nationally, and he'll 
line up all over the field this year. “It makes 
him a more difficult player to defend,” Saban 
says. Steady Mike McCoy, physical Earl 
Alexander and speedster Marquis Maze are 
battling to complement him, though senior 
tight end Colin Peek, a transfer from Georgia 
Tech, should start right away. 


74.1 


The offensive line faces the most questions 
with the loss of Outland Trophy-winning left 
tackle Andre Smith, All-America center 
Antoine Caldwell and guard Marlon Davis. 
Junior college transfer James Carpenter gets 
first crack at left tackle, while returning guard 
Mike Johnson provides leadership. 


Alabama ranked second 
nationally in run defense 
last fall, allowing only 
74.1 yards per game. 


DEFENSE It starts in the middle with massive 
Terrence Cody, a 6'5" nose tackle who led the 
nation’s second-best defense against the run. 
Now, Cody has lost 11 pounds (to 354) and 
hopes to rush the passer alongside senior ends 
Lorenzo Washington and Brandon Deaderick. 


The three players make up perhaps the team’s 
most experienced unit. 

Junior Rolando McClain, a third-year 
starter who made 95 tackles, is one of the 
SEC’s best linebackers. He could be 
auditioning for the NFL as scouts already view 
him as a possible first-round pick. Joining him 
in the middle of Alabama's 3-4 
sophomore Dont’a Hightower, who will move 
to become a pass-rusher on third down. Pass- 
rushing outside linebacker Brandon Fanney 
has regained his starting spot after a 
suspension, and senior Cory Reamer provides 
leadership on the outside. 

In the secondary, the departure of Rashad 
Johnson (five INTs) leaves a void in playcalling 
and playmaking. Sophomore Robby Green, a 
converted cornerback, might replace him, but 
safety Justin Woodall will be calling the plays. 
At cornerback, Javier Arenas is flashy and 
Kareem Jackson is cerebral. By the end of the 
season, no one wanted to throw at Arenas. 


set is 


SPECIALISTS Even with all of Arenas’ duties 
on defense, he is a star on special teams. An 
All-SEC pick as a punt returner, he averaged 
15.9 yards per return and can take it to the 
house at any time. Senior kicker Leigh Tiffin is 
battle-tested, but he made just 20-of-29 field 
goal attempts in 2008. PJ. Fitzgerald averaged 
41.1 yards per punt a year ago. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A perfect 2008 regular 
season only whet the appetite of the fan base, 
and returning nine starters from one of the 
nation’s top defenses means the Crimson Tide 
may stay in the national title picture. 

If McElroy can manage the game and the 
offensive line can jell enough to pave the way 
for a clock-chewing running game, Saban’s 
team might find itself in position to finish 
what it started in 2008, when that 12-0 
regular season gave way to an 0-2 finish. The 
goal is to win the SEC title game and then play 
for the highest honor. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (12-2, 8-0) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Virginia Tech (Atlanta) | Aug. 30 vs. Clemson (Atlanta) W 34-10 | [aa PerGamie Rank 
Sept.12 FIU ae fe Ls mes : : Scoring  30-1ppg 35 

ept. estern Kentucky =_ - 
Sept.19 North Texas Sept. 20 at Arkansas Wo 49-14 Rushing 184.6 ypg 30 
Sept.26 Arkansas Sept. 27 at Georgia w 41-30 | Passing I7llypg = 97 
Oct. 3 at Kentucky Oct. 4 Kentucky Ww 17-14 | Total 355.8 ypg 63 
Oct. 10 at Ole Miss oe ee : i Defense PerGame Rank 
2 ct. at Tennessee J ‘ 
Oct. 17 South Carolina Nov. 1 Arkansas State Ww 35-0 Scan 9 14.3 ppg ? 
Oct. 24 Tennessee Nov. 8 at LSU W (ot)27-21 | Rushing 74.1 ypg 2 
Nov. 7 LSU Nov. 15 Mississippi State W 32-7 | Passing 1894ypg 30 
sadieninnt Nov. 29 Auburn W . 36-0 | Total 263.5 ypg = 3 
NOW: LA at BIRSISSID SEAN «| es. hive, Florida (Alten) » Lin.» USL 
Nov. 21 Chattanooga TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Jan. 2 #Utah L 17-31 46 40.43 3 
Nov. 27 at Auburn #Sugar Bowl : 


HEAD COACH: NICK SABAN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 19-8 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 1 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JIM MCELWAIN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KIRBY SMART 


1 (13 YEARS) 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


UHOSONES: 


THE QUOTE 
“You've got to get your hands on (Julio Jones) 
and frustrate him. I doubt there will be a 
cornerback as physical as he is, but you’ve got 
to get your hands on him. If you just give him 
free release he’ll wear you out.” 
— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR 8 Julio Jones (So.) 
80 Mike McCoy (Sr.) 

4 Marquis Maze (So.) 

77 James Carpenter (ur) 
78 Mike Johnson (Sr.) 
73 William Vlachos (Jr) 
66 Brian Motley (ur) 
79 Drew Davis (Sr.) 
84 Colin Peek (Sr.) 
12 Greg McElroy (Jr) 
22 Mark Ingram (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 
DE 95 Brandon Deaderick (Sr.) 
NT 62 Terrence Cody (Sr.) 
DE 97 Lorenzo Washington (Sr.) 
OLB 13 Cory Reamer (Sr.) 
ILB 25 Rolando McClain (uJr.) 
30 Dont’a Hightower (So.) 
98 Brandon Fanney (Sr.) 
28 Javier Arenas (Sr.) 
3 Kareem Jackson (ur) 
27 Justin Woodall (Sr.) 
23 Robby Green (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 99 Leigh Tiffin (Sr) 
P  —-97 Ru. Fitzgerald (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Greg McElroy, 11-8-123-1, 1 TD 
Rushing: Mark Ingram, 143 car., 728 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Julio Jones, 58 rec., 924 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Rolando McClain, 95, 48 solo 

Sacks: Brandon Deaderick, 4 

Interceptions: Justin Woodall, 4 for 99 yds. 


Kendall Kelly (Fr.) 

15 Darius Hanks (Jr) 
Kenny Bell (Fr.) 
Dd. Fluker (Fr) 

67 John Michael Boswell (So.) 

74 David Ross (Ur) 

65 Chance Warmack (Fr.) 

72 Tyler Love (So.) 

17 Brad Smelley (So.) 

2 Star Jackson (Fr.) 

Trent Richardson (Fr.) 


64 Kerry Murphy (Fr.) 
99 Josh Chapman (So.) 
57 Marcell Dareus (So.) 
5 Jerrell Harris (So.) 
Nico Johnson (Fr.) 
36 Chris Jordan (So.) 
32 Eryk Anders (Sr.) 
Dre Kirkpatrick (Fr.) 
15 Alonzo Lawrence (Fr.) 
4 Mark Barron (So.) 
26 Ali Sharrief (Sr) 


KR 28 Javier Arenas (Sr) 
PR 28 Javier Arenas (Sr.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


57 


OFFENSE Daryll Clark is Penn State's 
indispensable man. He can throw (2,592 
passing yards, 19 touchdowns in 2008), and he 
can run (282 rushing yards, 10 TDs). He's 
careful with the football, and yet he isn’t afraid 
to improvise. He’s the heart and soul of the 
offense, and he had better stay that way, as the 
Lions’ backups are both freshmen, one of whom 
will need to grow up quickly during the non- 
conference season. 

Penn State also needs to groom some new 
receivers. Brett Brackett, Derek Moye, Chaz 
Powell and Graham Zug caught only 29 passes 
among them in 2008, and their growth will go 
a long way toward determining the Lions’ fate 
this fall. 

Elsewhere, tailback Evan Royster returns 
after averaging 6.5 yards per carry as a 
sophomore. Royster doesn’t have game- 
breaking speed, but his moves and vision are 
unsurpassed, Backup Stephfon Green does have 
game-breaking speed, but he didn’t play as 
much as he'd hoped last fall after a hype-laden 
preseason. Worse, he suffered two broken bones 
(ankle, leg) in the Rose Bowl and sat out spring 
practice. 

OF most concern, though, is the offensive 
line. With three first-team All-Big Ten starters 
gone, the Lions have their work cut out for 
them here. Stefen Wisniewski is the anchor, 
having moved from guard to center in the 


offseason. 
1. lis a 


Daryll Clark’s career 
interception percentage is 1.68. 
He's on pace to break the school 
record of 2.02 percent, which 
belongs to Wally Richardson. 


DEFENSE The Lions’ front seven should be 
fine, provided they find a couple of pass rushers. 
That never seems to be a problem for defensive 
line coach Larry Johnson, but this year’s 
candidates are unproven. Jerome Hayes has 
been injury-prone, Kevion Latham and Eric 


Akron 


Sept.12 Syracuse Sept. 6 Oregon State 

Sept. 19 Temple Sept. 13 at Syracuse 

Sept. 26 Iowa nhipre by i 

Oct. 3 at Illinoi Sept. 27 Illinois 

Day A ona Oct. 4 at Purdue 

Oct. 10 Eastern Illinois Oct. 11 at Wisconsin 

Oct. 17 Minnesota Oct. 18 Michigan 

Oct. 24 at Michigan Oct. 25 at Ohio State 

Oct. 31 at Northwestern Nov. 8 atlowa 

Nov. 7 Ohio State Nov. 15 Indiana 

Nov. 14 Indiana Nov. 22 Michigan State 
: roi Jan. 1 #USC 

Nov. 21 at Michigan State #Rose Bowl 


HEAD COACH: JOE PATERNO * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 383 


Aug. 30 Coastal Carolina 


127-3 (43 YEARS) « CAREER RECORD: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GALEN HALL * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TOM BRADLEY 


Latimore are inexperienced sophomores, and 


Jack Crawford is a relative newcomer to the 


sport, having grown up in Great Britain. Penn 
State should be fine at tackle with Jared Odrick, 
Ollie Ogbu and Abe Koroma returning. And it 
should be better than fine at linebacker with 
All-America candidate Sean Lee coming back 
after missing the 2008 season with a knee 
injury. 

The secondary is another matter. After 
starting four experienced seniors last year, the 
Lions are down to one — cornerback A.J. 
Wallace. The other cornerback is going to be 
unproven — either sophomore D’Anton Lynn 
or senior Knowledge Timmons. Rising star 
Drew Astorino is the starter at free safety, while 
converted linebacker Andrew Dailey is 
challenging sophomore Nick Sukay at strong 
safety. 


SPECIALISTS Ic’s hard to say how good Penn 
State's special teams will be. Projected starting 
kicker Collin Wagner attempted only one field 
goal last year, and Lynn returned one punt. Two 
encouraging signs: Powell averaged 28.8 yards 
on kickoff returns, and punter Jeremy Boone is 
back after averaging 43 yards per attempt last 
season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Passing and pass defense are 
Penn State's biggest concerns. Clark is a star, but 
if his receivers can’t stretch the field, the offense 
will sputter. The new defensive ends will have 
big shoes to fill, especially with opposing 
quarterbacks eager to probe the new-look 
secondary for weaknesses. At least the schedule 
is favorable. Penn State’s non-conference slate 
might not fill Beaver Stadium’s nosebleed seats, 
but it will buy time to break in the new starters. 
By the time Iowa rolls into town for the Big 
Ten opener, Joe Paterno will have presumably 
answered some of his team’s biggest questions. If 
the Lions can avenge last year’s upset loss to the 
Hawkeyes, Clark’s BCS talk might start to 
sound like more than just preseason bravado. 


NG 


Offense PerGame —_ Rank 
W 45-14! Scoring 38.9 ppg i. 
rc ie Rushing 205.9 ypg 7 

Passing 243.1 ypg 37 
We | Total 448.9 ypg 14 
Ww 20-6 
W 48-7 Defense PerGame Rank 
W 46-17 | Scoring 144 ppg 8 
Ww 13-6] Rushing 93.2 ypg 8 
L 23-24 | Passing 186.9 ypg 27 
W 34-71 Total 280.1 ypg 8 
W 49-18 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
le i ol ME, +054 25 


383-127-3 (43 YEARS) 


THE QUOTE 


“Their offensive staff, they do a great job 
of matching. They put the players in the best 


formations to run the best plays. 
They’re not going to ask Daryll (Clark) 


to be something that he’s 


An opposing Big Ten ass 


tant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 


WR 5 Graham Zug (ur) 
83 Brett Brackett (ur) 

6 Derek Moye (So.) 
50 DeOn’tae Pannell (So.) 
54 Matt Stankiewitch (Fr) 
61 Stefen Wisniewski (Ur) 
77 Lou Eliades (ur) 
73 Dennis Landolt (Sr.) 
82 Mickey Shuler (Sr) 
17 Daryll Clark (Sr.) 
22 Evan Royster (ur.) 


DEFENSE (4) 
81 Jack Crawford (So.) 
91 Jared Odrick (Sr.) 
85 Ollie Ogbu (Jr) 

5 Jerome Hayes (Sr) 
11 Navorro Bowman (ur.) 
45 Sean Lee (Sr) 

42 Michael Mauti (So.) 

1 Aw. Wallace (Sr.) 

4 Knowledge Timmons (Sr.) 
28 Drew Astorino (So.) 
10 Nick Sukay (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Collin Wagner (ur) 
P 41. Jeremy Boone (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


14 AJ. Price (Fr) 

2 Chaz Powell (So.) 

8 James McDonald (Sr) 
72 Nerraw McCormick (Sr) 
74 Johnnie Troutman (So.) 
68 Doug Klopacz (ur) 

67 Quinn Barham (So.) 
65 J.B. Walton (So.) 

10 Andrew Quarless (Sr) 
12 Kevin Newsome (Fr.) 
21 Stephfon Green (So.) 


44 Kevion Latham (So.) 
71 Devon Still (So.) 

95 Abe Koroma (ur) 
56 Eric Latimore (So.) 
34 Nate Stupar (So.) 
43 Josh Hull (Sr) 

15 Bani Gbadyu (Jr) 
20 Devin Fentress (Sr) 
8 D’Anton Lynn (So.) 
6 Gerald Hodges (Fr.) 
13 Andrew Dailey (So.) 


KR 2 Chaz Powell (So.) 
PR 8 D'Anton Lynn (So.) 


Passing; Daryll Clark, 321-192-2,592-6, 19 TDs 
Rushing: Evan Royster, 191 car., 1,236 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Evan Royster, 17 rec., 155 yds., OTD 
Tackles: Navorro Bowman, 106, 61 solo 


Sacks: Jared Odrick, 4.5 


Interceptions: Drew Astorino, 2 for 29 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Peter Brouillet 


Mike DeHoog 


OFFENSE If Virginia Tech wants to win its 
third consecutive ACC championship, its 
offense has to pull its weight. While the 
Hokies ranked seventh nationally last season in 
total defense — and in the top four during the 
previous four seasons — they have finished 
99th or worse in total offense for three 
consecutive seasons. 

Junior Tyrod Taylor split time with Sean 
Glennon the past two seasons. But Glennon is 
gone, along with any debate about who should 
be the Hokies’ starter. Taylor must now 
become a more effective passer. Playing with 
three freshman wide receivers last season, he 
threw only two touchdown passes. 

The good news for Tech is that those 
freshmen — Danny Coale, Jarrett Boykin and 
Dyrell Roberts — are all back. Boykin, whose 
hands are cartoonishly large, ended up being 
the most productive of the three. He led the 
Hokies with 441 receiving yards and tied for 
the team lead with two touchdown catches. 
Coale and Roberts had no touchdowns. 

While running back is a solid spot for Tech 
— sophomore Darren Evans broke the school’s 
freshman rushing record last season — the 
offensive line must improve. Tech has allowed 
3.4 sacks per game over the past two seasons, 


most in the ACC. 


DEFENSE Coordinator Bud Foster and 
defensive line coach Charley Wiles, entering 
their 14th season together, like to rotate 
linemen. They needed more depth at end, so 
during spring practices they moved junior 


Tech scored 17 more touchdowns 
on the ground (23) than through 
the air (six) last season. 


John Graves there from tackle. This opens an 


opportunity for tackle Demetrius Taylor, one 
of the Hokies’ best weight-room performers. 


Worilds to be one of the ACC’s best defensive 
players — the linebackers are less so. The 
Hokies lost senior starters Brett Warren and 
Purnell Sturdivant. Sophomore Barquell 
Rivers likely will start in the middle, and Cam 
Martin is back for his third year as the starter 
at whip. The other spot will go to Jake Johnson 
or Quillie Odom, both sophomores. 

Senior free safety Kam Chancellor, Tech's 
most athletic player, needs to have a better 
season if the secondary is going to be 
dominant. Another question is whether senior 
Stephan Virgil can play as well at boundary 
cornerback as he did last season at field corner. 
Virgil had six interceptions, tied with Victor 
“Macho” Harris for the team lead. Tech 
finished eighth nationally in interceptions. 


SPECIALISTS The Hokies will use a new 
kicker for the third straight season after relying 
on fifth-year seniors the past two seasons. That 
could happen again this fall if Matt Waldron 
wins the job. But the position likely won't be 
determined until preseason practices, when 
acclaimed freshman Cody Journell arrives. 
Coach Frank Beamer, who supervises the 
kickers, says Journell will get a chance to 
contend. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If Tech wins its Sept. 5 
season opener against Alabama in Atlanta, a lot 
of observers will start talking about the Hokies’ 
chances of contending for a spot in the 
national title game. 

For that chatter to come true, the Hokies’ 
offense must improve. Bryan Stinespring, who 
is entering his eighth season as offensive 
coordinator, certainly has enough weapons. 
Stinespring is used to feeling heat from Tech 
fans who are unsatisfied with his offense’s 
production. Some of last year's futility 
stemmed from youth (new starters at tailback, 
receiver and right tackle). But with the talent 


While the line's starters are fairly the Hokies bring back this season, that excuse 
experienced — look for junior end Jason is gone. 
Sept. 5 vs. Alabama (Atlanta) | Aug. 30 vs. East Carolina L 22-27 | [aS PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Marshall a A dear : Ke me Scoring  221ppg 90 
ept. 13 Georgia Tec ‘ 
Sept.19 Nebraska Sept 20 at North Carolina ow 2o-17 | Rushing § W44ypg = 35 
Sept. 26 Miami Sept. 27 at Nebraska w 35-30 | Passing 129.1ypg ll 
Oct. 3 at Duke Oct. 4 Western Kentucky W 27-13 | Total 303.4 ypg 103 
Oct. 10 Boston College Oct. 18 at Boston College Ll 23-28 | REET 
Oct. 17 at Georgia Tech Oct. "25+at Florida State L 20-30 | ‘scoring 16.7 ppg 9 
4 Nov. 6 Maryland W 23-13 ' 
Oct. 29 North Carolina Nov. 13 at Miami L 14-16 | Rushing 1044ypg = 14 
Nov, 5. at East Carolina Nov. 22 Duke W 14-3] Passing 175.0ypg 16 
Nov. 14 at Maryland Nov. 29 Virginia Ww 17-14 | Total 279.4 ypg 7 
Nov, 21 NC State A CE TO Margin PerGame Rank 
a dan. 1 #Cincinnati Ww 20-7 +14 +100 10 
Nov. 28 at Virginia | #Orange Bowl x 


HEAD COACH: FRANK BEAMER « RECORD AT SCHOOL: 177-89-2 (22 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 219-112-4 (28 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BRYAN STINESPRING * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BUD FOSTER 


ee 


r 
_TUROD TAYE 


THE QUOTE 


“They’re not going to beat themselves on 
offense or be flashy. They’ll take a three-and-out 
and punt on you in a heartbeat and won’t mind 
it a bit. Great defense, field position, 
kicking game and turnovers.” 

— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 
81 Jarrett Boykin (So.) 
19 Danny Coale (So.) 
77 Ed Wang (Sr.) 
70 Sergio Render (Sr.) 
60 Beau Warren (Jr) 
68 Jaymes Brooks (So.) 
62 Blake DeChristopher (So.) 
8 Greg Boone (Sr) 
5 Tyrod Taylor (ur) 
3 42 Kenny Jefferson (Sr.) 
32 Darren Evans (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 6 Jason Worilds (ur.) 
DT 56 Demetrius Taylor (Sr.) 


35 Austin Fuller (Fr) 
11 Dyrell Roberts (So.) 
54 Nick Becton (Fr.) 

75 Greg Nosal (So.) 
67 Michael Via (Fr) 

57 Vinston Painter (Fr.) 
72 Andrew Lanier (So.) 
33 Chris Drager (So.) 
12 Ju-Ju Clayton (Fr) 
31 Kenny Younger (ur) 
34 Ryan Williams (Fr) 


47 Nekos Brown (Sr) _ 
93 Kwamaine Battle (So.) 


DT 95 Cordarrow Thompson (Sr.) 98 Antoine Hopkins (Fr) 


DE 91 John Graves (Jr) 

OLB 41 Cam Martin (Sr.) 

MLB 52 Barquell Rivers (So.) 
OLB 36 Jake Johnson (So.) 

CB 21 Rashad Carmichael (Jr.) 
CB 22 Stephan Virgil (Sr.) 

SS 24 Dorian Porch (Sr.) 

FS 17 Kam Chancellor (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Matt Waldron (Sr.) 
P ‘97 Brent Bowden (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


54 Isaiah Hamlette (Fr.) 
26 Cody Grimm (Sr) 
46 Bruce Taylor (Fr.) 
38 Quillie Odom (So.) 

9 Cris Hill (So.) 
15 Eddie Whitley (So.) 

2 Davon Morgan (Jr) 
14 Lorenzo Williams (So.) 


KR 11 Dyrell Roberts (So.) 
PR 34 Ryan Williams (Fr) 


Passing: Tyrod Taylor, 173-99-1,036-7, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Darren Evans, 287 car., 1,265 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Danny Coale, 36 rec., 408 yds., OTD 


Tackles: Cody Grimm, 71, 45 solo, 
Sacks: Jason Worilds, 8 


Interceptions: Stephan Virgil, 6 for 94 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


: Offensively, Oklahoma State won't 
look much different than it did last year when 
it finished in the top 10 nationally in scoring 
and total yardage. 

Senior quarterback Zac Robinson is an 
established team leader who can make plays 
with his feet, and he continues to improve his 
arm strength and accuracy. The backfield is 
loaded again, starting with 1,500-yard rusher 
Kendall Hunter. He'll be running behind an 
offensive line that is strongest at two of the 
most important positions, left tackle and 
center. Russell Okung is a strong NFL 
prospect at left tackle, and center Andrew 
Lewis is an intelligent and experienced leader 
in his third year as a starter. 

At receiver, Dez Bryant is back, and that’s 
really all that matters. Bryant's 1,480 receiving 
yards ranked first in the Big 12 and second 
nationally. The challenge will be finding a No. 
2 receiving option among several inexperienced 
candidates. 


Dez Bryant made 41.4 
percent of Oklahoma State’s 
total receptions last season. 
No one else had half as many 
as Bryant’s 87 catches. 


A simplified scheme is expected to 
allow the Cowboy defenders to better utilize 
their athletic talents this season as they try to 
change the image of their defense as the team’s 
weak link. 

The Cowboys have been thin on talent and 
depth along the defensive line the last few 
years, which they hope has changed heading 
into 2009. Derek Burton’s move from end to 
tackle should allow the senior to use his speed 
to boost the pass rush. Oklahoma State ranked 
107th nationally in sacks last season, with only 
15 in 13 games. 

All three starting linebackers are back as 
seniors, a group that accounts for three of the 


top four tacklers from 2008, led by former 
safety Andre Sexton. The overall combination 
of size and speed at linebacker is the best OSU 
has had in years. 

The biggest question mark on the Cowboy 
defense is the secondary, where they lost four 
of their top five players. Only cornerback 
Perrish Cox returns, and he will be surrounded 
by youth and inexperience. Senior cornerback 
Terrance Anderson is the most reliable of the 
new crop of starters, having played in 35 career 
games. The safety positions will be up for grabs 
among a group of three true sophomores and 
senior Lucien Antoine. 


The Cowboys return two of the 
Big 12’s most dangerous return men in Cox 
and Bryant, who combined for four return 
touchdowns last season. And junior field goal 
kicker Dan Bailey was 15-of-17 inside 50 
yards a year ago. OSU must replace Ray Guy 
Award-winning punter Matt Fodge. 


Oklahoma State coaches 
have been pointing to the 2009 season for the 
last few years, knowing it would be the season 
all the pieces came together. 

The Big 12 Conference schedule breaks in 
the Cowboys’ favor, with nearly every 
challenging opponent coming to the fully 
completed Boone Pickens Stadium. Robinson 
will be a senior and in his third year as a starter 
at quarterback. And the depth that has been 
absent in recent seasons, especially on defense, 
has been replenished. 

That defense has a new leader in first-year 
coordinator Bill Young, a 40-year coaching 
veteran who oversaw a major rebuilding 
project at Kansas, turning one of the nation’s 
worst defenses into one of the best, resulting in 
the Jayhawks’ 2007 Orange Bow! run. 

After winning nine games for only the 
eighth time in school history in 2008, the 
Cowboys could be primed for one of the best 
seasons Oklahoma State has ever seen. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (9-4, 5-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Georgia Aug. 30 vs. Washington State W 39-13 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Houston Sept. 6 Houston W 56-37 | Scoring 40.8 ppg 9 
Sept. 19 Rice Sept. 13 Missouri State W 57-13 Rushing 245.5 ypg 8 
Sept. 26 Grambling Sept. 27 Troy W 55-24 | passing 242.2 ypg «(38 
Oct. 10 at Texas A&M popes ae W 9628 | Total «= 4877 yng «sb 

: : ‘ Oct. 11 at Missouri W 28-23 
Oct. 17 Missouri Oct. 18 Baylor W 34-6 Defense PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 24 at Baylor Oct. 25 at Texas L 24-28 | Scoring 28.1 ppg 76 
Oct. 31 Texas Nov. 1 Iowa State W 59-17 | Rushing 137.9ypg 52 
Nov. 7 at Iowa State Nov. 8 at Texas Tech L 20-56 | Passing  267.7ypg 109 
Nov. 14 Texas Tech Nov. 15 at Colorado W 30-17 Total 405.5 ypg 93 
Nov. 19 Colorado Nov. 29 Oklahoma EOE TO Marcin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 at Oklahoma aa # Oregon i +5 +0.38 35 
#Holiday Bowl 
60 


NALICOINE 


is 


ZAC ROBINSON 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 


WR 80 DeMarcus Conner (ur.) 


WR 
iT 
LG 


Cc 

RG 
RT 
TE 
QB 


RB 


1 Dez Bryant (Jr.) 


25 Josh Cooper (So.) 
76 Russell Okung (Sr) 
70 Jonathan Rush (So.) 
54 Andrew Lewis (Sr) 
77 Noah Franklin (Sr) 
60 Brady Bond (Sr.) 
88 Jamal Mosley (So.) 
11 Zac Robinson (Sr.) 
24 Kendall Hunter (ur.) 


DEFENSE (6) 


DE 
DT 
oT 
DE 


91 Ugo Chinasa (ur.) 
90 Swanson Miller (Sr.) 
98 Derek Burton (Sr.) 
97 Jeremiah Price (Sr) 


WLB 4 Patrick Lavine (Sr) 
MLB 41 Orie Lemon (Sr.) 


SLB 


cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


20 Andre Sexton (Sr.) 
16 Perrish Cox (Sr.) 


23 Terrance Anderson (Sr) 


3 Victor Johnson (So.) 
31 Lucien Antoine (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
) 


95 Dan Bailey (ur.) 
13 Quinn Sharp (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Zac Robinson, 314-204-3,064-10, 25 TDs 
Rushing: Kendall Hunter, 241 car., 1,555 yds., 16 TDs 
Receiving: Dez Bryant, 87 rec., 1,480 yds., 19 TDs 


Tackles: Andre Sexton, 100, 63 solo 


Sacks: Jeremiah Price, 3 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


COWE S0VS — lacwsour PREDICTION 


84 Hubert Anyiam (So.) 
81 Justin Blackmon (Fr.) 
82 Isaiah Anderson (Fr.) 
72 Andrew Mitchell (Sr) 
75 Nick Martinez (So.) 
74 Grant Garner (So.) 
65 Anthony Morgan (Jr.) 
72 Andrew Mitchell (Sr) 
86 Wilson Youman (So.) 
4 Brandon Weeden (So,) 
5 Keith Toston (Sr.) 


99 Richetti Jones (So.) 
89 Nigel Nicholas (Fr.) 
95 Chris Donaldson (Jr.) 
50 Jamie Blatnick (So.) 
42 Justin Gent (Ur) 

44 Donald Booker (Sr.) 
22 James Thomas (So.) 

7 Maurice Gray (Sr) 

19 Brodrick Brown (Fr.) 
10 Markelle Martin (So.) 
12 Johnny Thomas (So.) 


KR 16 Perrish Cox (Sr.) 
PR 1 Dez Bryant (ur) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Chris Covatta 


OFFENSE Not since 2003, when Eli Manning 
was beginning his senior season, has there been 
so much anticipation for an Ole Miss 
quarterback. 

Things clicked for Jevan Snead at the end of 
his sophomore season, the first as a college 
starter for the transfer from Texas. Snead was 
electric near the end of the season, leading the 
Rebels to an average of 45.5 points in their last 
four games. He finished with 26 touchdown 
passes and was third in the SEC in efficiency 
behind household names Tim Tebow and 
Matthew Stafford. 

“We expect him to pick up where he left 
off,” Ole Miss coach Houston Nutt says. 

Snead’s arsenal didn’t lose much from last 
season. The Rebels will miss dependable deep 
threat Mike Wallace, but there's a host of good 
hands and experience among the wide 
receivers, 


Ole Miss ranked in the top half of the SEC 
in 14 of the 17 major statistical 
categories maintained by the NCAA. The 
Rebs led the SEC in sacks per game (3.0) 
and tackles for a loss per game (8.62). 


Senior Shay Hodge is the SEC’s active career 
leader in receptions, yardage and touchdowns. 
Versatile Dexter McCluster gained fame last 
season as the “Wild Rebel,” taking the shotgun 
snap and putting the offense in motion. Often 
that motion was his own as he'd read blocks 
then run left, right or up the middle. 
McCluster, the offensive MVP of the Cotton 
Bowl, caught 44 balls and was one of three Ole 
Miss players to rush for more than 500 yards 
last season. 

There's experience and depth at tailback, 
though McCluster is prone to end up there 
too. Nutt likes handing it to McCluster out of 
the I-formation. 

Offensive line depth is a concern, but big 
things are expected from freshman. tackle 
Bobbie Massie. 


DEFENSE The bodies and talent are plentiful 
on the defensive line, but departed All- 
American Peria Jerry leaves a legacy of 
productivity and leadership that will be hard 
to match. 

The line is stacked with talent at the ends, 
most notably senior Greg Hardy, whose 8.5 
sacks led the team and ranked third in the 
SEC, though a bad foot limited him to nine 
games worth of part-time duty. The foot 
required additional offseason surgery, and 
Hardy missed spring drills; he’s expected to be 
full speed in August. 

Outside linebacker Patrick Trahan, a former 
Auburn player, has the talent to make a major 
impact. 

Pass coverage was sporadic last year, and 
there's no new blood to hang hopes on, though 
cornerback Marshay Green was playing well at 
the end of the season and was the Defensive 


MVP of the Cotton Bowl. 


SPECIALISTS All-SEC kicker Joshua Shene is 
back. The punter is new but not unknown. 
Senior Justin Sparks has had the job before. He 
has a big leg, but coaches would like him to be 
more of a technician. The Rebels must find a 
return man to replace Wallace. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Rebels may be as good 
as their left tackle — whoever that is — allows 
them to be. If Snead is protected he can light 
up a defense, and there are playmakers at 
receiver to help him along. 

The running backs are deep and talented — 
as one might imagine with a Nutt team — but 
will need just a little space. 

A scheduling mishap leaves Ole Miss with a 
soft non-conference schedule that includes two 
FCS teams, and the Rebels also trade Tim 
Tebow and national champ Florida within the 
league for a Tennessee team in transition. 

Ole Miss could be as good as the hype that 
has been building since the end of last season, 
and the schedule shouldn't be an impediment. 


Sept. 6 at Memphis Aug. 30 Memphis Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 19 SE Louisiana Sept. 6 at Wake Forest L 28-30 | Scoring 321 ppg 28 
Sept. 24 at South Carolina Sept. 13 Samford W 34-10 | Rushing 1865ypg 28 
Oct. 3 at Vanderbilt Sept, 20:Vanderbit L 17-23 | passing 221.2ypg «53 
lab Sept. 27 at Florida W 31-30 Total 407.6 ypg 99 
Oct. 10 Alabama Oct. 4 South Carolina L 24-31 
Oct. 17 UAB Oct. 18 at Alabama L 20-24 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Arkansas Oct. 25 at Arkansas W 23-21 | Scoring 19.0ppg 20 
Oct. 31 at Auburn Nov. 1 Auburn W 17-7 | Rushing 85.5 ypg 4 
Nov, 7 Northern Arizona Nov. 15 UL Monroe W 59-0 Passing 221.7 ypg 8] 
Nov. 14 Tennessee Nov. 22 at LSU Ww 31-13 Total 307.2 ypg 19 
Nov. 21 LSU CC TO Margin PerGame — Rank 
Nov. 28 at Mississippi State Va: Zs Teues Fert i ok) (i 015 72 


#Cotton Bowl 
HEAD COACH: HOUS 


)N’ NUTT * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 9-4 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KENT AUSTIN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 7) 


(1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 


"Their staff did a good job of getting the ball to 
ple. If they have to put somet 


in that doesn’t really fit in with their offense, 
they don’t care. They do it.” 


3 Shay Hodge (Sr.) 
22 Dexter McCluster (Sr.) 
78 Bradley Sowell (So.) 
71 Reid Neely (Sr.) 
72 Daverin Geralds (Sr.) 
75 Rishaw Johnson (So.) 
77 John Jerry (Sr.) 
80 Gerald Harris (Sr.) 

4 Jevan Snead (ur.) 
43 Andy Hartmann (Sr) 
34 Brandon Bolden (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 
DE 86 Greg Hardy (Sr.) 
DT 96 Lawon Scott (Jr.) 
DT 99 Ted Laurent (Jr.) 
DE 92 Marcus Tillman (Sr.) 
SLB 9 Allen Walker (Jr.) 
MLB 51 Jonathan Cornell (Jr.) 
WLB 7 Patrick Trahan (Sr.) 
8 Marshay Green (Sr.) 
24 Cassius Vaughn (Sr.) 
20 Johnny Brown (Jr) 
1 Kendrick Lewis (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 93 Joshua Shene (Sr.) 
P 89 Justin Sparks (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


ng S$ stant coach 


16 Markeith Summers (ur) 
21 Lionel Breaux (ur) 
Bobbie Massie (Fr.) 
63 Brandon Green (Sr.) 
65 Mark Jean-Louis (Sr) 
63 Brandon Green (Sr.) 
73 Alex Washington (So.) 
83 Ferbia Allen (Fr.) 
12 Nathan Stanley (Fr) 
30 Derrick Davis (Jr,) 
25 Cordera Eason (Sr.) 


40 Kentrell Lockett (Jr.) 
93 Justin Smith (So.) 

57 Jerrell Powe (ur) 

95 Emmanuel Stephens (Sr) 

48 Lamar Brumfield (Sr.) 
53 Jason Jones (Fr.) 

37 Lekenwic Haynes (Fr.) 
41 Marcus Temple (So.) 
6 Jeremy McGee (ur) 
39 Derrick Herman (So.) 
30 Jared Mitchell (Fr.) 


KR 34 Brandon Bolden (So.) 
PR 8 Marshay Green (Sr) 


Passing: Jevan Snead, 327-184-2,762-13, 26 TDs 
Rushing: Dexter McCluster, 109 car., 655 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Shay Hodge, 44 rec., 725 yds., 8 TDs 


Tackles: Kendrick Lewis, 85, 50 solo 


Sacks: Greg Hardy, 8.5 


Interceptions: Kendrick Lewis, 4 for 44 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Cal features one of the top running 
backs in the nation in junior Jahvid Best, who 
won the Pac-10 rushing title last season and 
finished third nationally with 131.7 yards per 
game. Best rushed for almost 1,600 yards 
despite playing much of the season with 
nagging foot, ankle and elbow injuries. He had 
surgery on his foot and elbow during the 
offseason and missed spring practice but is 
expected to be fully recovered by the start of 
fall camp. Best's abilities should open things 
up for the passing game, although that theory 
didn’t really pan out last season. 

The Bears ranked 83rd nationally in passing, 
and there were plenty of reasons. Quarterbacks 
Kevin Riley and Nate Longshore never got 
untracked, the offensive line was beat up and 
the wide receivers were all inexperienced. With 
Longshore gone, it’s Riley's job to lock down, 
although he will have to hold off sophomore 
Brock Mansion for the position. 


8.1 


The coaching staff was encouraged by the 


Jahvid Best averaged 8.1 
yards per carry en route 
to a league-leading 1,580 
yards rushing last season. 


incremental improvement made last season by 
receivers Nyan Boateng, Verran Tucker and 
Jeremy Ross, and all are back. But they will 
have to make more significant strides during 
the summer to help breathe life into the 
passing game. A big boost could come from 
Michael Calvin and Marvin Jones, who each 
missed significant time last year due to 
injuries. Calvin played through the first four 
games with a sprained toe before tearing his 
ACL and missing the rest of the season. Jones 
was expected to make an impact as a true 
freshman but sprained his knee early on. 

Cal lost All-America center Alex Mack but 
still has a deep and talented offensive line. 
Right tackle Mitchell Schwartz showed 
promise as a redshirt freshman. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (9-4, 6-3) 


DEFENSE The Bears switched to a 3-4 base 
defense last season, and the transition went 
flawlessly. Cal ranked 23rd nationally in 
scoring defense and has eight starters back 
from that unit. 

The Bears must make up for the losses of 
star linebackers Zack Follett, Worrell 
Williams and Anthony Felder, but defensive 
coordinator Bob Gregory is confident that he 
has another wave of young players at the 
Kendricks 
should take over at one outside spot and is a 
potential star. Mike Mohamed started five 
games last season and backed up all four 


position. Sophomore Mychal 


linebacker positions and actually played more 
than anybody. 

Cal boasts one of the best defensive end 
tandems in the country in Tyson Alualu and 
Cameron Jordan and one of the best 
cornerback tandems in Syd’Quan Thompson 
and Darian Hagan. Thompson was an All-Pac- 
10 first-team pick last season and should be 
one of the nation’s best at his position. 


SPECIALISTS Cal of the top 
specialists around with punter Bryan Anger, 
Best at kick returner and Thompson at punt 
returner. Anger was a semifinalist for the Ray 
Guy award last year while Best led the Pac-10 
in kick returns. Thompson finished fourth in 
the conference in punt returns. The Bears 
must improve on their punt coverage after 
ranking 102nd nationally last season. Kicker 
Giorgio Tavecchio made 9-of-13 field goals 
but must improve his kickoff distance. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Cal won nine games last 


season with rushing and defense. There's no 


has some 


reason to believe those nvo elements won't be 
strong again. Sprinkle in a competent passing 
attack, and Cal could find itself in its first Rose 
Bowl since 1959. 

The Bears’ Pac-10 destiny could be decided 
early — they open the conference season 
against Oregon and USC. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Maryland Aug. 30 Michigan State W 38-31 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 Eastern Washington | Sept. 6 atWashington State W 66-3] Scoring 32.6 ppg 27 
Sept. 19 at Minnesota Sept. 13 at Maryland L 27-35 | Rushing 186.2 ypg 29 
Sept. 26 at Oregon Sept. 27 Colorado State W 42-7 | passing 1898ypg 83 
Oct. 3 USC Oct. 4 Arizona State W 24-14 Total 376.0 ypg 47 
Oct. 18 at Arizona L 27-42 
Oct. 17 at UCLA Oct. 25 UCLA 41-20 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Washington State Nov. 1 Oregon 26-16 | Scoring 19.9 ppg 23 
Oct. 31 at Arizona State Nov. 8 atUSC 3-17 | Rushing 122.2ypg 25 
Nov. 7 Oregon State Nov. 15 at Oregon State 21-34 | Passing 193.0 ypg 38 
Nov. 14 Arizona Nov. 22 Stanford 37-16 | Total 315.2ypg «26 
Nov. 21 at Stanford Dec. 6 Washington 48-7 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 5 atWashington Dec: “27a Meatl aM | 15 +1.15 7 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ANDY LUI 


#Emerald Bowl 
HEAD COACH: JEFF TEDFORD * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 59-30 (7 


YEARS) 


* CAREER RECORD 


(|G * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BOB GREGORY 


vp BEST 


~ 
THE QUOTE 
“T thought their big issue was not having a guy 
at the quarterback spot to hang their hat on, in 
going with two guys.” 
— An opposing Pac-10 ¢ tant coach 
OFFENSE (6) 
WR 8 Nyan Boateng (Sr) 
86 Verran Tucker (Sr) 
79 Mike Tepper (Sr) 
70 Mark Boskovich (Jr.) 
54 Chris Guarnero (ur) 
61 Justin Cheadle (So.) 
72 Mitchell Schwartz (So.) 
44 Tad Smith (Sr.) 
13 Kevin Riley (Jr.) 
33 Brian Holley (Sr.) 
4 Jahvid Best (ur) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 44 Tyson Alualu (Sr.) 

NT 76 Derrick Hill (Jr) 

DE 97 Cameron Jordan (Jr) 
OLB 9 Eddie Young (Sr.) 

1LB 18 Michael Mohamed (ur) 
ILB 10 Devin Bishop (Sr.) 

OLB 30 Mychal Kendricks (So.) 
CB 5 Syd’Quan Thompson (Sr.) 
CB 26 Darian Hagan (Jr) 

S 29 Marcus Ezeff (Sr.) 

S 25 Brett Johnson (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 40 Giorgio Tavecchio (So.) 
P 19 Bryan Anger (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Kevin Riley, 221-112-1,360-6, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Jahvid Best, 194 car., 1,580 yds., 15 TDs 
Receiving: Nyan Boateng, 29 rec., 439 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Michael Mohamed, 87, 51 solo 

Sacks: Tyson Alualu, 6 

Interceptions: Syd’Quan Thompson, 4 for 128 yds. 


3 Jeremy Ross (ur) 
84 Michael Calvin (So.) 
53 Donovan Edwards (ur.) 
75 Matt Summers-Gavin (Fr) 
65 Dominic Galas (Fr.) 
73 Richard Fisher (Jr.) 
58 Chet Teofilo (Sr) 
80 Anthony Miller (So.) 
10 Brock Mansion (So.) 
31 John Tyndall (So.) 
34 Shane Vereen (So.) 


92 Trevor Guyton (So.) 
96 Kendrick Payne (Fr.) 
47 Keith Browner (Ur) 
Ryan Davis (ur.) 

3 Dw. Holt (So.) 
43 Charles Johnson (Jr) 
90 Solomona Aigamaua (So.) 
17 Chris Conte (Jr.) 

2 Marc Anthony (Fr.) 

7 Du. Campbell (So.) 
11 Sean Cattouse (So.) 


KR 4 Jahvid Best (Jr.) 
PR 5 Syd’Quan Thompson (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Ric Fogel 


OFFENSE The Broncos enter Year 2 of the 
Kellen Moore era, which has fans expecting 
fireworks. Moore, the WAC Freshman of the 
Year in 2008, set a school record by 
completing 69.4 percent of his passes. He 
threw 25 touchdown passes and averaged 
268.2 yards per game. 

He lost some high-profile offensive 
weapons, but with junior wide receivers Austin 
Pettis (95 career catches) and Titus Young 
(14.9 yards per catch) and junior tailbacks 
Jeremy Avery (6.0 yards per carry) and D.J. 
Harper returning, the Broncos boast abundant 
speed, experience and playmaking ability. 
Avery rushed for 614 yards complementing 
Ian Johnson last fall, while Pettis totaled 567 
receiving yards as the No. 2 option behind 
Jeremy Childs. 

The Broncos also are loaded at tight end — 
where Tommy Gallarda has improved _ his 
route-running and Kyle Efaw is a downfield 
threat — and fullback, where Richie Brockel is 
considered an NFL prospects at his position. 

There are questions surrounding the 
Broncos’ offensive line, which returns three 
starters and six players with starting experience 
from a unit that never quite clicked last season. 
Sophomore center Thomas Byrd should be an 
AIl-WAC pick. The rest of the line is in flux, 
though, with sophomore tackle Nate Potter 
and junior guard Kevin Sapien likely to return 
to the lineup. 


Boise State has finished in the top 
16 of the Associated Press Top 25 
five times in the past seven seasons. 


DEFENSE The Broncos’ defense was 


outstanding in 2008, allowing 12.6 points per 
game and grabbing 33 turnovers. Still, there's a 
sense the group has something to prove after 
getting ripped for 275 rushing yards and 
allowing TCU to hold the ball for 36 minutes 
in a 17-16 Poinsettia Bowl loss. 


The defense is  talent-rich. Senior 
cornerback Kyle Wilson passed on the NFL to 
improve his stock — and coaches say he 
approached a dominant level during spring 
ball. Cornerback Brandyn Thompson and 
safeties Jeron Johnson and George Iloka 


return, too — forming an _ experienced 
secondary that combined for 16 interceptions 
last. season. All-WAC standout Ryan 


Winterswyk and ’08 freshman sensation Byron 
Hout return at end, and sophomore Billy 
Winn fills a tackle spot. 

The Broncos have tweaked their defense this 
season and moved to a two-linebacker, three- 
safety alignment full time. They lack a proven 
playmaker at linebacker and will hold an 
intense competition in fall camp for the 
safety/linebacker hybrid spot, where Ellis 
Powers earned All-WAC honors last year. 
Candidates include converted tailback Doug 
Martin, junior college transfer Winston 
Venable and junior safety Jason Robinson. 


SPECIALISTS Junior Kyle Brotzman is a 
dynamic kicker/punter. He struggled with his 
consistency last year on field goals — he was 
17-of-26 with a long of 51 yards — but he was 
16-of-18 as a freshman. He utilizes a rollout 
punting style, averaging 45.8 yards per boot 
last year. He helped the Broncos rank fourth in 
the nation in net punting. Wilson, meanwhile, 
is an All-America-caliber punt returner. He 
ranked 12th in the nation with a 14.2-yard 
average and tied for the national lead with 
three touchdowns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Everything points to 
another top 20 season for the Broncos — 
except recent history. They haven't put 
together consecutive great seasons since 2003- 
04, a fact that has coach Chris Petersen 
pushing his team to find the edge they carried 
in 2008 as they set out to reclaim the WAC 
title. If the Broncos are that determined, they 
could make a run at another BCS berth. 


2008 RESULTS (12-1, 8-0) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3 Oregon Aug. 30 Idaho State W 4-7 | Rae PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Miami (OH) Sept. 13 Bowling Green W 20-7 Scoring 37.6ppg ¥12 
Sept. 18 at Fresno State Sept. 20 at Oregon W  37-32'| Rushing 1523 ypg 54 
Sept. 26 at Bowling Green Oct. : oe aa : aE ; Passing 288.5ypg «13 
Oct. 3 UC Davis Oct..F at Seuthern Miss ~! | total 440.9 ypg ~—sd18 
Oct. 14 atTulsa Oct. 17 Hawaii W 27-7 
Oct. 24 at Hawaii Oct. 24 atSanJose State W 33-16 | MUCUS Seeeeegc Sh eels 
Oct. 31. San José State Nov, latNew Mexico State Ww 49-0 | Scoring 126ppg 3 
Now 6 at Louisiana Tech Nov. 8 Utah State w 49-14 | Rushing 1180ypg 22 
N ’ 14 Idah Nov. 15 at Idaho W 45-10 | Passing 190.2 ypg 34 
ha sah Nov, 22 at Nevada w 41-34 | Total 308.2 ypg 20 
Nov. 20 at Utah State ia 
Nov. 28 Fresno State W 61-10 TO Margi 

Nov. 27 Nevada Margin PerGame Rank 

Dec. 23 #TCU L WI} y5 4054. 95 
Dec. 5 New Mexico State S 


#Poinsettia Bowl 


HEAD COACH: CHRIS PETERSEN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 35-4 (3 YE 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BRYAN HARSIN « DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JUSTIN WILCC 


ARS) * CAREER RECORD: 3 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


KELLEN MOORES 


THE QUOTE 


“The quarterback played well, but they put him 


1 unknown 


in situations to play well. He 
last year but this year, defenses will have a 
game plan against him. ” 


— An opposing WAC as 


OFFENSE (4) 
87 Austin Pettis (Ur) 
4 Titus Young (ur) 
72 Matt Slater (Jr) 
71 Cory Yriarte (So.) 
66 Thomas Byrd (So.) 
62 Kevin Sapien (ur.) 
73 Nate Potter (So.) 
80 Kyle Efaw (So.) 
11 Kellen Moore (So.) 
40 Richie Brockel (Sr) 
27 Jeremy Avery (Jr) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 98 Ryan Winterswyk (Jr) 
DT 97 Chase Baker (So.) 
DT 90 Billy Winn (So.) 
DE 94 Byron Hout (So.) 
25 Hunter White (So.) 
36 Aaron Tevis (So.) 
1 Kyle Wilson (Sr.) 
13 Brandyn Thompson (Jr.) 
23 Jeron Johnson (Jr) 
8 George Iloka (So.) 
22 Doug Martin (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 35 Kyle Brotzman (ur) 
P 35 Kyle Brotzman (ur.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


20. Mitch Burroughs (Fr.) 
89 Tyler Shoemaker (So.) 
57 Garrett Pendergast (So.) 
61 Joe Kellogg (Fr.) 
79 Bronson Durrant (Fr.) 
59 Will Lawrence (Jr) 
54 Michael Ames (Fr.) 
85 Tommy Gallarda (Jr) 
7 Michael Coughlin (ur) 
47 Dan Paul (So.) 
6 DJ. Harper (ur) 


92 Shea McClellin (So.) 

50 J.P Nisby (So.) 

65 Michael Atkinson (Fr.) 

96 Jarrell Root (So.) 

52 Derrell Acrey (ur.) 

48 J.C. Percy (Fr.) 

14 Garcia Day (Sr) 

21 Jamar Taylor (So.) 

30 Travis Stanaway (So.) 

16 Cedric Febis (So.) 
Winston Venable (Jr) 


KR 27 Jeremy Avery (ur) 
PR 1 Kyle Wilson (Sr) 


Passing: Kellen Moore, 405-281-3,486-10, 25 TDs 
Rushing: Jeremy Avery, 111 car., 614 yds., 4TDs 

Receiving: Austin Pettis, 49 rec., 567 yds., 9 TDs 

Tackles: Jeron Johnson, 98, 72 solo 

Sacks: Ryan Winterswyk, 4.5 

Interceptions: Kyle Wilson, 5 for 5 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


OFFENSE Chip Kelly has taken over as head 
coach from Mike Bellotti, but he intends to 
remain involved with the offense. He groomed 
a star quarterback for the second straight year 
last fall. But unlike Dennis Dixon in 2007, 
Jeremiah Masoli is back for another year under 
Kelly and is expected to make further strides as 
a passer. 

He'll be joined in the backfield by bruiser 
LeGarrette Blount, who flirted with the NFL 
and was briefly suspended in the offseason for 
missing class and workouts. Redshirt freshman 
scatback LaMichael James will contend for 
carries, too. 

The receiving corps lost two starters but 
finally saw enigmatic speedster Jamere 
Holland emerge over the winter, and junior 
college transfers Lavasier Tuinei and Tyrece 
Gaines are expected to help. 

The line lost three starters, including center 
Max Unger, and projects as a unit that relies 
more on athleticism than pure power. That 
could affect what has been a dominant 
running game in Kelly's two seasons. 


4193 


DEFENSE The defensive line also lost three 
starters, including All-America _pass-rusher 
Nick Reed. Other than end Will Tukuafu, the 
returning players up front lack star power, so 
the Ducks will have to make do with quantity 
this fall, playing four tackles and four ends 
regularly. 

They'll also get creative with zone blitzes, 
taking advantage of a deep and talented 
linebacking corps. Casey Matthews is a pure 
run-stuffer in the middle, and he’s flanked by 
a bunch of athletic players on the outside, led 
by Spencer Paysinger and Eddie Pleasant. 
Junior college transfer Bryson Littlejohn 


Oregon averaged 41.9 points 
per game in 2009 while 
establishing school records 
for touchdowns, total 

points and total offense. 


20093 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (10-3, 7-2) 


looked like a player, too, when he arrived in 
the spring. 

The secondary lost rover Patrick Chung and 
corner Jairus Byrd, but lockdown corner 
Walter Thurmond III and powerful hitter T.J. 
Ward are back. The Ducks need to be better 
against the deep ball this fall, particularly on 
third down. 


SPECIALISTS Oregon is on shaky ground in 
the kicking game. Two true freshmen — 
kicker Mike Bowlin and punter Jackson Rice 
— are expected to contend for starting jobs in 
the fall. Byrd’s early departure to the NFL will 
be felt on the punt return team; his return for 
a touchdown at Purdue last fall was a season- 
defining moment. Chung was also a standout 
across all the special teams. Thurmond is a top 
kickoff returner, however, and Holland will be 
in the running to return punts. He’s the team’s 
fastest player. 


FINAL ANALYSIS While the transition from 
Bellotti, who enjoyed a 14-year run of 
unprecedented success in Eugene and now is 
the school’s athletic director, to Kelly was 
smooth, a new tone has been established 
around the program. Gone is the easygoing, 
West Coast personality of Bellotti. In is the 
gruff, East Coast presence of Kelly. “It’s clearly 
different,” senior tight end Ed Dickson says. 
“He gets people's attention.” 

Kelly wants to take the Ducks from “nine” 
(their ranking in the coaches poll to end last 
fall) to “one” (a national title) this fall. This 
junior-dominated team might be a year away 
from those heights, but the schedule sets up 
well if Oregon can get off to a good start. The 
Thursday night opener on national TV at 
Boise State can make or break the season. The 
other two non-conference games are attractive- 
yet-winnable matchups, and the other power 
teams in the Pac-10 must Autzen 
Stadium, so another 10-win season is possible 
with a win on the blue turf at Boise. 


visit 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3 at Boise State Aug. 30 Washington W 44-10 | BRS PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 Purdue Sept. 6 Utah State W 66-24 | Scoring 41.9 ppg 7 
Sept.19 Utah Sept. 13 at Purdue W(ot) 32-26 | Rushing 280.1lypg 2 
Sept. 26. California Sept. 20 Boise State L 32-37 Passing 204.8 ypg 67 
Oct. 3 Washington State Sept. 27 at Washington State W 63-14 Total 484.9 ypg 7 
Oct. 4 at USC L 10-44 
Oct. 10 at UCLA Oct. 11 UCLA W 31-24 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Washington Oct. 25 at Arizona State W 54-20 | Scoring  282ppg 78 
Oct. 31 USC Nov. 1 at California L 16-26 | Rushing 119.4ypg 23 
Nov. 7 at Stanford Nov. 8 Stanford W 35-28 | Passing 270.2ypg 111 
Nov. 14 Arizona State Nov. 15 Arizona W 55-45 | Total 389.6ypg 82 
Nov. 21 at Arizona Nov. 29 at Oregon State MERRIE TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 3 Oregon State Dec. 30 #Oklahoma State W 42-31 +5 +0.38 35 


64 


#Holiday Bowl 
HEAD COACH: CHIP KELLY * RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON »* CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK HELFRICH » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NICK ALIOTTI 


THE QUOTE 
“They’re always going to be good with the 
offense they run. It’s hard to defend. It’s 

different than anyone else runs in the league.” 


— An opposing Pac-10 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 89 Aaron Pflugrad (ur) 
23 Jeff Maehl (ur.) 
19 Jamere Holland (ur) 
74 Darrion Weems (So.) 
69 Bo Thran (Jr) 
54 Jordan Holmes (ur) 
79 Mark Asper (So.) 
68 C.E. Kaiser (ur) 
83 Ed Dickson (Sr) 
8 Jeremiah Masoli (Jr) 
9 LeGarrette Blount (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 39 Will Tukuafu (Sr) 

DT 90 Blake Ferras (Sr.) 

DT 88 Brandon Bair (ur.) 

DE 58 Kenny Rowe (ur.) 

WLB 35 Spencer Paysinger (Jr.) 
MLB 55 Casey Matthews (Jur) 
SLB 11 Eddie Pleasant (So.) 

CB 6 Walter Thurmond Ill (Sr.) 
CB 37 Talmadge Jackson III (Jr.) 
ROV 14 Javes Lewis (So.) 

FS 2 Tw. Ward (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 25 Morgan Flint (Sr.) 
P Jackson Rice (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


15 Blake Cantu (Fr) 

3 Chris Harper (So.) 
80 Lavasier Tuinei (So.) 
61 Nick Cody (Fr.) 

77 Carson York (Fr.) 

77 Carson York (Fr.) 

77 Carson York (Fr.) 

61 Nick Cody (Fr.) 

26 Malachi Lewis (ur.) 
11 Justin Roper (Jr.) 

22 Andre Crenshaw (Sr.) 


45 Terrell Turner (So.) 
50 Simi Toeaina (Sr) 
59 Terrance Montgomery (dr) 
99 Zac Clark (Jr) 
53 Dewitt Stuckey (So.) 
43 Bryson Littlejohn (ur) 
56 Josh Kaddu (So.) 
18 Anthony Gildon (So.) 
17 Willie Glasper (Sr.) 

1 Marvin Johnson (ur.) 
20 John Boyett (Fr.) 


KR 6 Walter Thurmond IIf (Sr) 
PR 19 Jamere Holland (Ur) 


Passing: Jeremiah Masoli, 239-136-1,744-5, 13 TDs 
Rushing: LeGarrette Blount, 137 car., 1,002 yds., 17 TDs 
Receiving: Jeff Maehl, 39 rec., 421 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: T.J. Ward, 101, 64 solo 
Sacks: Will Tukuafu, 7.5 


Interceptions: Walter Thurmond, 5 for 67 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON” SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Ric Fogel 


Jotin Grieshop 


OFFENSE Matthew Stafford and Knowshon 
Moreno are now beginning their NFL careers, 
and the expectations that the tandem sparked 
for last year’s Georgia football team are an even 
more distant memory. 

This time last year, the Bulldogs were a 
national media darling. Now all that’s left is 
the stinging memory of a disappointing 10-3 
season in 2008. 

“T think (the lack of expectations) has 
helped us,” senior quarterback Joe Cox says. “I 
think it has pushed everybody to work that 
much harder. We feel like we have something 
to prove. | like having our backs up against the 
wall and everybody fighting for what we get. I 
think it’s going to make us better.” 

Cox will be charged with taking over for 
Stafford unless he is supplanted by one of the 
team’s hotshot true freshman quarterbacks — 
Aaron Murray and Zach Mettenberger. Aside 
from his fiery red hair, Cox is not flashy. He 
lacks Stafford’s big arm and his bravado; 
however, he has enough the talent and brains 
to run the Georgia offense, which favors 
intelligence and precision over power. 


Six straight senior classes have 
left Georgia with at least 40 
career wins. This year’s team 
needs to win 10 games to 
continue that impressive feat. 


Behind Cox, the Bulldogs will go with a 
tailback-by-committee approach, which will 
be comprised of a group of players who are 
either untested or underwhelming. That leaves 
as the only star on offense sophomore wide 
receiver A.J. Green, an All-America candidate 
who had 56 catches for 963 yards and eight 
touchdowns last year. 

Left tackle Trinton Sturdivant returns from 
a knee injury that kept him out last year, 
which should add some stability to the line, 
where center Ben Jones and tackle Clint 
Boling could be stars. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (10-3, 6-2) 
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DEFENSE The defensive front also gets a 
boost in the return of senior tackle Jeff Owens, 
who was injured in the first quarter of last 
year’s season-opener and did not play another 
down. Owens is an All-SEC-caliber player 
who hopes to light a fire under fellow tackle 
Geno Atkins, who dominated as a sophomore 
and disappeared as a junior. Defensive end 
could be a struggle thanks to lack of depth. 

‘Tackling machine Rennie Curran is the only 
standout so far in the linebacking corps, but 
that could change if Marcus Dowtin develops. 
The wild card is senior Marcus Washington, 
who missed all of 2008 due to a shoulder 
injury. 

Safety Reshad Jones flirted with leaving 
early for the NFL but returned, which may or 
may not be a good thing for the Bulldogs. His 
jarring hits don’t make up for his inconsistent 
play in other areas. 


SPECIALISTS Blair Walsh, who was the No. 1 
high school kicker in the nation two years ago, 
was decent as a freshman, making 15-of-23 
attempts, but he didn’t hold up well under the 
pressure. Georgia clearly is worried about his 
development because it signed another 
placekicker this year, Brandon Bogotay. Drew 
Butler is the odds-on favorite to win the 
punting job, but he needs to be more 
consistent. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Four main things must go 
right for this to be a successful season in 
Athens: Cox must excel at quarterback, the 
offensive line has to stand out for positive 
rather than negative reasons, Green must be a 
star, and the defensive line must be an impact 
position. If all that goes right, the Bulldogs will 
be a handful for any opponent. 

If Georgia makes a BCS bowl game this 
season, Mark Richt should be the National 
Coach of the Year. If they slip into a lower- 
level bowl, expect to hear some grumbling — 
soft but audible — from the Bulldog Nation. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 at Oklahoma State Aug. 30 Georgia Southern W 45-21 | (ae PerGame _ Rank 
Sept. 12 South Carolina Sept. 6 Central Michigan W 56-17 | Scoring  31.5ppg 29 
Sept. 19 at Arkansas Sept. 13 at South Carolina =W 14-7 | Rushing 1483 ypg 56 
Sept. 26 Arizona State Sept. 20 at Arizona State = W 27-10 | passing 277.7 ypg ~—s16 
Oct. 3 LSU Sept. 27 Alabama L 3041 Total 426.0 ypg 29 
Oct. 11 Tennessee W 26-14 
Oct. 10 at Tennessee Oct. 18 Vanderbilt Sr Maim Defense PerGame _Rank 
Oct. 17 at Vanderbilt Oct. 25 at LSU W 52-38 | Scoring 24.5 ppg 59 
Oct. 31 vs. Florida (Jax) Nov. 1 vs. Florida (Jax) L 10-49 | Rushing 122.3 ypg 27 
Nov. 7 Tennessee Tech Noy. 8 at Kentucky W 42-38 | Passing 189.7 ypg 32 
Nov. 14 Auburn Nov. 15 at Auburn Ww 17-13 | Total 312.0 ypg 22 
Nov, 21 Kentucky Nov. 29 Georgia Tech SCRA TO Margin PerGame — Rank 
Nov. 28 at Georgia Tech aay Te Necteoetiatt 2 WY eee 13 73 


#Capital One Bow! 


HEAD COACH: MARK RICHT * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 82-22 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE BOBO * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: WILLIE 


(8 YEARS 2 (8 YEARS) 


* CAREER RECORD: 8 


MARTINEZ, JOHN JANCEk 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 


**To me, the biggest question mark has to be 
ey had some games late in the 
vhere you Said, ‘That isn’t 

me Georgia defense.” 


— An opposine 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 8 AJ. Green (So.) 

WR 82 Michael Moore (Sr) 
LT 77 Trinton Sturdivant (So.) 
LG 71 Cordy Glenn (So.) 

C 61 Ben Jones (So.) 

RG 79 Justin Anderson (So.) 
RT 60 Clint Boling (ur) 

TE 87 Aron White (So.) 

QB 14 Joe Cox (Sr) 

FB 49 Shaun Chapas (ur) 
TB = 4 Caleb King (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 58 Demarcus Dobbs (vr) 
DT 95 Jeff Owens (Sr) 
DT 56 Geno Atkins (Sr) 
DE 41 Roderick Battle (Sr.) 
SLB 50 Darryl Gamble (Jr) 
MLB 51 Akeem Dent (Jr) 
WLB 35 Rennie Curran (Jr) 
23 Prince Miller (Sr.) 
2 Brandon Boykin (So.) 
9 Reshad Jones (Jr.) 
3 Bryan Evans (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 57 Blair Walsh (So.) 
P 13 Drew Butler (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


ant coach 


Marlon Brown (Fr.) 
12 Tavarres King (Fr.) 
67 Jonathan Owens (Fr) 
63 Chris Davis (ur) 
64 Dallas Lee (Fr.) 
54 Tanner Strickland (So.) 
70 A.J. Harmon (Fr.) 
Arthur Lynch (Fr.) 
6 Logan Gray (So.) 
48 Fred Munzenmaier (ur) 
22 Richard Samuel (So.) 


75 Kiante Tripp (ur.) 

91 Kade Weston (Sr.) 

98 Ricardo Crawford (ur.) 

42 Justin Houston (So.) 
Mike Gilliard (Fr.) 

44 Marcus Washington (Sr) 

38 Marcus Dowtin (So.) 

25 Vance Cuff (ur) 

19 Sanders Commings (Fr.) 

31 Quintin Banks (Ur) 

32 John Knox (So.) 


KR 2 Brandon Boykin (So.) 
PR 23 Prince Miller (Sr.) 


Passing: Joe Cox, 15-11-151-0, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Caleb King, 61 rec., 247 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: A.J. Green, 56 rec., 963 yds., 8 TDs 


Tackles: Rennie Curran, 115, 63 solo 


Sacks: Rennie Curran, 3 


Interceptions: Reshad Jones, 5 for 32 yds. 


(#) indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


V4 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA. DOAK CAMPBELL STADIUM (82,300, 


OFFENSE It has taken two seasons, but the 
offensive staff Bobby Bowden brought in to 
right the Seminole ship finally appears to have 
things moving. With seven starters returning, 
including quarterback Christian Ponder and 
the entire offensive line, Florida State should 
improve on an offense that ranked 51st 
nationally and second in the ACC, averaging 
371.9 yards and 33.4 points per game. 

“Our offense is ahead of our defense right 
now,” Bowden said coming out of spring 
practice. “They are going to really carry a lot of 
the load, especially early in the year.” 

Carry may be the operative word. In two 
seasons under coordinator Jimbo Fisher’s 
direction, the Noles have nearly doubled their 
running game production. Line coach Rick 
Trickett has built a unit that created 179.1 
yards per game behind junior guard Rodney 
Hudson and junior center Ryan McMahon. 
They will be opening holes for promising 
sophomore tailbacks Jermaine Thomas and Ty 
Jones. Collectively the group figures to give 
Ponder, a second-year quarterback, more time 
to throw the football, which was the focal 
point of the spring. 

The biggest question mark will be at 
receiver, a position that returns very little 


production. 


DEFENSE Even in the lean seasons earlier this 
decade, coordinator Mickey Andrews’ charges 
were able to keep the Seminoles competitive 
by stuffing the run and applying pressure 
against the pass. Andrews spent the spring 
retooling his group, which lost six starters, 
including All-America end Everette Brown. 
With Brown applying pressure in front of a 


veteran secondary, the Seminoles finished 


The Seminoles have lost three 
games or more in each of the 
past eight seasons after going 
14 straight seasons (1987-2000) 
with two losses or fewer. 


or . 
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sixth nationally defending the pass. Defensive 
ends Markus White and Kevin McNeil will try 
to fill Brown's void coming off the edge, while 
secondary returnees — cornerback Patrick 
Robinson and free safety Jamie Robinson — 
will bear the brunt of responsibility at the back 
end of the defense. 

Most important, the Noles need to step up 
their usually stout run defense, which 
surrendered 132.5 yards per game on the 
ground, That will require better play from the 
interior line, where seniors Kendrick Stewart, 
Justin Mincey and Budd Thacker figure 
prominently. 

Strong-side linebacker Dekoda Watson is 
the top playmaker on defense, but Kendall 
Smith and Nigel Bradham — first-time 
starters in the middle and on the weak side, 
respectively — must show they are ready to 
handle gap responsibilities. 


SPECIALISTS Gone is Graham Gano, the 
ACC's leading scorer and top punter, who was 
arguably the Seminoles’ MVP last season. 
Sophomore punter Shawn Powell gained some 
experience early on last season, but the kicking 
chores will likely go to freshman Dustin 
Hopkins. Greg Reid, a true freshman corner, 
could be a factor in the return game. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A slight favorite to win the 
highly competitive ACC Atlantic Division, the 
Seminoles will be tested by a daunting 
schedule. All eight league opponents played in 
bowls, and the non-conference slate includes 
road trips to BYU and defending national 
champion Florida, as well as South Florida at 
home. Improving on last season’s leap from 
seven to nine victories will be difficult. 

“Offensively we'll be better,” Bowden says. 
“Defensively, that’s where we really got most of 
our work done (in the spring), and I feel pretty 
solid if we stay healthy. I’m a little concerned 
about our secondary right now. .... It’s going 
to be interesting.” 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (8-4, 5-3) 


2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 


Sept. 7 Miami Sept. 6 WesternCarolina W 69-0 Offense Per Game Rank 
Sept. 12 Jacksonville State | Sept. 13 Chattanooga W 46-7) Scoring  334ppg «22 
Sept. 19 at BYU Sept. 20 Wake Forest L 312! Rushing 179.1 ypg «33 
Sept. 26 South Florida Seth 27 Ye tomes W 39-21 | passing 192.8ypq 82 
Oct. 4 at Miami W 41-39 
Oct. 3 atBoston College | ort 16 at NCState w. 2617 | “ta 379mg Sl 
Oct. 10 Georgia Tech Oct. 25 Virginia Tech W 30-20 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 22 at North Carolina Nov. 1 at Georgia Tech L 28-31 | Scoring 20.2 ppg 26 
Oct. 31 NC State Nov. 8 Clemson W 41-27 | Rushing 1325ypg 42 
Nov. 7 atClemson Nov. 15 Boston College L 17-27 | Passing 162.4 ypg 6 
Nov. 14 at Wake Forest Nov. 22 at Maryland W 37-3) Total 294.9 ypg = 15 
Nov. 21 Maryland Nov. 29 Florida CMM TO Margin PerGame — Rank 
Dec. 27 #Wisconsin W 42-13 


Nov. 28 at Florida 


HEAD COACH: BOBBY BOWDEN * RECORD AT SCHOOL; 309- 


#Champs Sports Bowl 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: J/M8O FISHER * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MICKEY ANL 


0 0.00 62 


91-4 (33 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 382-123-4 (43 YEARS 


THE QUOTE 


“Always the most talented team we play. ... 
Nothing is very easy against them. Your big 


playmakers just have to make b 
— An opposing ACC as 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 9 Richard Goodman (Sr.) 
83 Bert Reed (So.) 
67 Andrew Datko (So.) 
62 Rodney Hudson (ur.) 
60 Ryan McMahon (ur.) 
79 David Spurlock (So.) 
77 Zebrie Sanders (So.) 
81 Caz Piurowski (Sr.) 

7 Christian Ponder (ur.) 

35 Marcus Sims (Sr.) 
38 Jermaine Thomas (So.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
LE 95 Kevin McNeil (Sr.) 
DT 94 Justin Mincey (Sr.) 
DT 56 Kendrick Stewart (Sr.) 
RE 98 Markus White (Jr) 
SLB 36 Dekoda Watson (Sr.) 
MLB 29 Kendall Smith (Jr) 
WLB 13 Nigel Bradham (So.) 
21 Patrick Robinson (Sr.) 
15 Ochuko Jenije (Ur) 
22 Korey Mangum (Sr.) 
20 Jamie Robinson (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Dustin Hopkins (Fr.) 
P 45 Shawn Powell (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


g plays.” 
stant coach 


86 Rod Owens (Sr.) 
80 Jarmon Fortson (So.) 
73 Rhonne Sanderson (So.) 
73 Rhonne Sanderson (So.) 
63 A.J. Ganguzza (So.) 
57 Brandon Davis (ur) 
70 Antwane Greenlee (So.) 
85 Ja’Baris Little (So.) 

3 EJ. Manuel (Fr) 
41 Seddrick Holloway (Sr.) 
33 Ty Jones (So.) 


49 Brandon Jenkins (Fr.) 

72 Budd Thacker (Sr.) 
Jacobbi McDaniel (Fr.) 

96 Toshmon Stevens (So.) 

12 Nigel Carr (So.) 

11 Vince Williams (So.) 

44 Maurice Harris (So.) 

26 A.J. Alexander (Fr.) 

28 Dionte Allen (So.) 

27 Terrance Parks (So.) 
dajuan Harley (Fr.) 


KR 26 A.J. Alexander (Fr.) 
PR Greg Reid (Fr.) 


Passing: Christian Ponder, 318-177-2,006-13, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Jermaine Thomas, 69 car., 482 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Taiwan Easterling, 30 rec., 322 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Dekoda Watson, 46, 28 solo 


Sacks: Kevin McNeil, 4 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON" SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Courtland Richards 


Brian Ebner 


OFFENSE Identifying a successor to Joe Ganz 
at quarterback took a surprise turn when 
Patrick Witt, the most experienced of the 
backups, announced he was transferring before 
the start of spring practice. That left Zac Lee, 
who has thrown only two passes in games, as 
the favorite. The son of former NFL 
quarterback Bob Lee (1969-80) might have 
been the favorite anyway, because of his 
running ability and his strong arm. Tight end 
Mike McNeill, the leading returning receiver, 
can stretch the field, but the top wide receivers 
have to be replaced. 

Roy Helu Jr., who ran for 510 yards and five 
touchdowns in the final four regular-season 
games to lead the team in rushing, is bigger 
and more explosive. He's also a proven receiver. 
Quentin Castille is more than a short-yardage 
back and gives Nebraska a solid I-back 


tandem, 


Center Jacob Hickman, a third-year starter, 
anchors the line, which includes two other 
returning starters on the left side — guard 
Keith Williams and tackle Mike Smith, who 
has gained 10 pounds to better deal with bull- 
rushers. His strengths are quickness and speed. 


Nebraska scored 40 points or 
more in three straight Big 12 
games late last season for the 
first time since 2001, 


DEFENSE The defense was its own worst 
enemy at times last season, “just by playing 
undisciplined football, doing some things that 
are not characteristic of defenses that I want to 
be around,” coach Bo Pelini says. “I expect to 
make a huge jump defensively.” 

Nosetackle Ndamukong Suh, the first 
lineman to lead Nebraska in tackles since 
1973, was projected as a first-day NFL Draft 
pick but opted to return for his senior season. 
He'll be a postseason honors candidate, 


2008 RESULTS (9-4, 5-3) 


i 


plugging the middle in an experienced front. 
The Huskers also can use his athleticism and 
size on offense in goal line situations. In 
addition to returning two interceptions for 
touchdowns, he caught a touchdown pass last 
season. 

The linebackers are talented but young and 
inexperienced, for the most part. In contrast, 
the secondary has experience. Safety Larry 
Asante, who has earned all-conference 
honorable mention twice, was second to Suh 
in tackles last season, and cornerback Anthony 
West was tied for the team lead in pass break- 
ups and interceptions. 


SPECIALISTS Alex Henery is far and away 
the most accurate field goal kicker in 
Cornhusker history. He has made 26-of-29 
(.897) during his career, including 18-of-21 
last season, the most dramatic a school-record 
57-yarder against Colorado with 1:43 
remaining and Nebraska trailing 31-30. Adi 
Kunalic handles kickoffs — 39 percent of 
them touchbacks over two seasons. Henery 
also could succeed three-year starter Dan 
Titchener as the punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Pelini’s first season as coach 
was a success — a 9-4 record and Gator Bowl 
victory. And the Cornhuskers are expected to 
improve. 

“I think we're more prepared to make a 
bigger jump than we were a year ago, in every 
sense of the word,” says Pelini. “We have a 
pretty good idea of where we want to get to 
and how we want to get there.” 

Where the Cornhuskers want to get is the 
Big 12 Championship Game in Arlington, 
Texas, on Dec. 5, after sharing the North 
Division title with Missouri in 2008. 

In order to reach their destination, the 
Cornhuskers will need to continue to improve 
on defense and solidify an offense that will 
have a first-time starter at quarterback 
throwing to a new set of wide receivers. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Florida Atlantic Aug. 30 Western Michigan W 47-24 | [RS PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Arkansas State Sept. 6 San dose State W 35-12 | Scoring  35.4ppg 17 
Sept. 19 at Virginia Tech Sept. 13 New Mexico State W 38-7 | Rushing 169.8 ypg 37 
Sept. 26 UL Lafayette ace Nis natal L 30°35 | passing 281.0 ypg «15 
; ; Oct. 4 Missouri L 17-52 
Oct. 8 at Missouri Oct. 11 atTexas Tech Lot) 31-37 | Total 4508 yng 12 
Oct. 17 Texas Tech Oct. 18 at Iowa State w 35-7 | BESS PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Iowa State Oct. 25 Baylor W 32-20 | Scoring  285ppg 80 
Oct. 31 at Baylor Nov. 1 at Oklahoma L 28-62 | Rushing 116.5 ypg 21 
Nov. 7 Oklahoma Nov. 8 Kansas W 45-35. | Passing 233.4 ypg 89 
Nov. 15 at Kansas State W 56-28 
Roe A at tells Nov. 28 Colorado eee Fe Wc ee i Aa 
Nov, 21 Kansas State Sai. eaiCleincen TEE Yee. (Margin Per Game Rank 
Nov. 27 at Colorado #Gator Bowl “li. -0.85 107 


HEAD COACH: BO PELIN/ * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 10-4 (1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 10-4 (1 YEAR) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SHAWN WATSON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CARL PELIN/ 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


ROY HELI: 
THE QUOTE 


"T think they have a different attitude than they 
did under (Bill) Callahan. I think there’s a new 
heightened sense of toughness and 
aggressiveness and swagger...” 

— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 18 Menelik Holt (Sr) 
2 Antonio Bell (Fr.) 
32 Marcus Mendoza (So.) 
65 Mike Smith (Jr.) 
68 Keith Williams (Jr) 
67 Jacob Hickman (Sr) 
74 Ricky Henry (Jr) 
78 Marcel Jones (So.) 
44 Mike McNeill (Jr.) 
3 Zac Lee (ur) 
1B 10 Roy Helu ur. (Ur) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 95 Pierre Allen (ur) 
93 Ndamukong Suh (Sr) 
94 Jared Crick (So.) 
99 Barry Turner (Sr.) 
40 Blake Lawrence (ur) 
54 Colton Koehler (Sr) 
42 Sean Fisher (Fr.) 
5 Anthony West (ur) 
21 Prince Amukamara (Jr) 
4 Larry Asante (Sr.) 
33 Matt O'Hanlon (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 90 Alex Henery (ur.) 
P 90 Alex Henery (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Zac Lee, 2-1-5-0, 0TD 


Brandon Kinnie (Jr) 
11 Curenski Gilleylen (So.) 
24 Niles Paul (Jr) 
79 Brandon Thompson (Fr.) 
62 Andy Christensen (Sr.) 
58 Mike Caputo (So.) 
67 Jacob Hickman (Sr.) 
63 Derek Meyer (Sr.) 
49 Dreu Young (ur.) 
17 Cody Green (Fr.) 
19 Quentin Castille (ur) 


17 Josh Williams (Fr) 
90 Terrence Moore (So.) 
55 Baker Steinkuhler (Fr.) 
96 Cameron Meredith (Fr.) 
36 Mathew May (So.) 
51 Will Compton (Fr) 
44 Micah Kreikemeier (Fr.) 
23 Lance Thorell (So.) 
15 Alfonzo Dennard (So.) 
28 Eric Hagg (Jr.) 

3 Rickey Thenarse (Sr) 


KR 2 Antonio Bell (Fr.) 
PR 32 Marcus Mendoza (So.) 


Rushing: Roy Helu ur. 125 car., 803 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Mike McNeill, 32 rec., 442 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Ndamukong Suh, 76, 39 solo 


Sacks: Ndamukong Suh, 7.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters BOLD indicates returning starters 


67 


OFFENSE Relatively untested incumbent 
quarterback Jordan Jefferson is an obvious key 
to the LSU offense, but the sophomore signal- 
caller has plenty of experienced talent around 
him with running back Charles Scott and 
receiver Brandon LaFell back after posting 
huge numbers as juniors. 

Scott churned out 1,174 yards (third in the 
SEC) and 18 touchdowns on the ground (first 
in the SEC). And LaFell (SEC-best 63 catches, 
929 yards) is back to anchor the receiving 
corps after flirting with leaving for the NFL. 
The Tigers have some proven depth at running 
back (Keiland Williams and Richard Murphy) 
but are looking for some playmakers to emerge 
at wide receiver. Junior Terrance Toliver was 
effective at times in 2008 with 22 catches for 
257 yards, but he grabbed only one TD pass 
and must emerge as a bigger factor after two 
years of tantalizing fans with his potential. 

Tight end is a strength, with senior Richard 
Dickson back after snaring 31 passes for 324 
yards and five touchdowns last fall. 

Up front, the return of senior Ciron Black 
at left tackle, Lyle Hitt at right guard and 
Joseph Barksdale at right tackle provides a 


solid foundation. 


DEFENSE New defensive coordinator John 
Chavis, the former defensive boss at Tennessee, 
will have to rebuild the front wall, and senior 
Rahim Alem is a good place to start after he 
earned All-SEC honors last year as a non- 
starter when he registered eight sacks as a rush 
end last year. 

Junior Kelvin Sheppard and senior Perry 
Riley recorded 64 and 60 tackles, respectively, 


as the outside backers. Those two and senior 


LSU surrendered 30 points or more in 
five of 12 regular-season games last 
season. The Tigers were 1—4 in those 
games and allowed a foe to top 50 
points twice in the same season for 
the first time in program history. 


Jacob Cutrera are veterans and will be joined 
by senior Harry Coleman, a converted safety 
who led the Tigers with 71 stops last season. 
Coleman's move should make the linebackers 
more athletic and effective against spread 
offenses. 

Junior Chad Jones and sophomore Patrick 
Peterson are two of the more athletic players in 
the SEC and will have to play big roles for a 
secondary that must improve its pass coverage. 
The Tigers ranked 11th in the SEC last fall in 
pass defense, surrendering 215.4 yards per 
game through the air. 


SPECIALISTS LSU has to replace Colt David, 
who finished his career with a school-record 
361 points — including six on a 19-yard fake 
field goal touchdown vs. South Carolina in 
2007 — and 54 made field goals. The Tigers 
will turn punting duties over to junior college 
transfer Derek Helton. In the return game, 
Trindon Holliday and Williams will share 
kickoff return duties, while Holliday, Jones and 
Peterson will each get a shot at fielding punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Falling from grace is a 
painful and bumpy journey for any college 
football program accustomed to success, 
especially one that climbed to the mountaintop 
twice in five years. One year removed from a 
BCS national title, the Tigers finished with a 
losing record in conference play. 

“Ever since we began working toward a new 
season, there’s been a greater intensity, a 
different level of hunger with this group 
because we all know we took a step backward 
last year,” says Miles, who is 42-11 in four 
seasons at LSU. “There’s a_ better 


understanding that there has to be a level of 
excellence to everything we do.” 

Should Jefferson continue to make progress 
and team with Scott and LaFell to give the 
Tigers a dangerous three-pronged offensive 
attack, LSU will re-emerge as a factor in the 
SEC — and nationally. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (8-5, 3-5) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Washington Aug. 30 Appalachian State W 41-13 | JQ} Per'Game Rank 
Sept. 12 Vanderbilt Sept. 13 North Texas W 41-31 Scoring  309ppg 30 
Sept. 19 UL Lafayette Sept. 20 at Auburn W 26-21 | Rushing 166.8ypg 43 
Sept. 26 at Mississippi State | SePt 27 Mississippi State = W 34-24 | passing 013 yng 71 
Oct. 3. at Georgia ree TE RESET Total BeR pa. 8S 

: Oct. 18 atSouth Carolina W 24-17 
Oct. 10 Florida Oct. 25 Georgia L 38-52 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Auburn Nov. 1 Tulane W 35-10 | Scoring 24.2 ppg 56 
Oct. 31 Tulane Nov. 8 Alabama L(ot) 21-27 | Rushing 110.2ypg 17 
Nov. 7 at Alabama Nov. 15 Troy W 40-31 | Passing 215.4 ypg 73 
Nov. 14 Louisiana Tech Nov. 22 Ole Miss L 13-31 | Total 325.5 ypg 32 
Nov. 21 at Ole Miss Nov. 28 at Arkansas L 30-31 TO Margin PerGame — Rank 
Nog 28 UAckeansas Dec. 31 #Georgia Tech W 38-3 1 0.08 67 


# Chick-fil-A Bow! 
HEAD COACH: LES MILES * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 42-1! (4 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 70-32 (8 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GARY CROWTON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN CHAVIS 


THE QUOTE 


“Jefferson, the quarterback, he’s < 
but can they win with that arm? 


jreat talent, 
hat remains 


to be seen. ... He can beat you with his legs, 
but the question is can he sit in the pocket 
and be a throw-first, run-second 
quarterback in this | 


— An oppo 


OFFENSE (7) 

80 Terrance Toliver (ur.) 

1 Brandon LaFell (Sr.) 

70 Ciron Black (Sr.) 

68 Josh Dworaczyk (So.) 

53 T-Bob Hebert (So.) 

65 Lyle Hitt (Sr) 

78 Joe Barksdale (ur) 

18 Richard Dickson (Sr.) 
QB ‘9 Jordan Jefferson (So.) 
FB 62 Richard Dugas (ur) 
TB 32 Charles Scott (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
84 Rahim Alem (Sr) 
92 Drake Nevis (Jr) 
91 Charles Alexander (Sr.) 
95 Pep Levingston (ur) 
11 Kelvin Sheppard (Jr.) 
MLB 54 Jacob Cutrera (Sr) 
WLB 56 Perry Riley (Sr) 
CB 29 Chris Hawkins (Sr.) 
CB 7 Patrick Peterson (So.) 
37 Karnell Hatcher (So.) 
FS 3 Chad Jones (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 30 dosh Jasper (ur) 
P 39 Derek Helton (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


sistant coach 


Rueben Randle (Fr.) 

86 Chris Mitchell (Sr.) 
75 Greg Shaw (So.) 
60 Will Blackwell (So.) 
64 Patrick Lonergan (Fr.) 
51 Clay Spencer (Fr.) 
72 Alex Hurst (Fr.) 
83 Mitch Joseph (So.) 
12 Jarrett Lee (So.) 
35 James Stampley (So.) 

5 Keiland Williams (Sr.) 


81 Chancey Aghayere (Fr.) 
Akiem Hicks (ur) 
97 Al Woods (Sr) 
Sam Montgomery (Fr.) 
24 Harry Coleman (Sr) 
48 Kevin Minter (Fr) 
22 Ryan Baker (So.) 
15 Brandon Taylor (So.) 
4 Jai Eugene (Jr) 
13 Ron Brooks (So.) 
44 Danny McCray (Sr) 


KR 8 Trindon Holliday (Sr) 
PR 8 Trindon Holliday (Sr.) 


Passing: Jarrett Lee, 269-143-1,873-16, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Charles Scott, 217 car., 1,174 yds., 18 TDs 
Receiving: Brandon LaFell, 63 rec., 929 yds., 8 TDs 


Tackles: Harry Coleman, 71, 42 solo 


Sacks: Rahim Alem, 8 


Interceptions: Chris Hawkins, 3 for 13 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON*® SPORTS”* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Bruce Schwartzman 


NIPPERT Si 


OFFENSE For the first time since Brian Kelly 
took over as head coach, Cincinnati has no 
uncertainty at quarterback. Senior Tony Pike is 
set to run the offense again after a breakout 
season in 2008 during which he passed for 
2,407 yards and 19 touchdowns. Pike still has 
gamebreaking receiver Mardy Gilyard to 
stretch the defense and junior college transfer 
Jamar Howard to help replace the departed 
Dominick Goodman. The offensive line is 
deep and returns three starters, and with Ben 
Guidugli and Kazeem Alli, the Bearcats 
essentially have two returning starters at tight 
end. 

The Bearcats return two proven runners in 
John Goebel and Jacob Ramsey, but Kelly is 
excited about the prospect of unleashing 
sophomore Isaiah Pead and redshirt freshman 
Darrin Williams to provide a different 
dimension to the running game, which was 
lacking in big plays in 2008. No UC ball- 
carrier has run for 100 yards since ’07. 

With so much talent on the offensive line 
and an experienced quarterback to run the 
show, the Bearcats might be on the verge of 
putting up some gaudy numbers in 2009. 


Cincinnati has won 21 games 
over the past two seasons, the 
highest win total over two years 
in the program’s history. 


DEFENSE Having lost 10 starters from last 
year, Cincinnati faces plenty of question marks 
on this side of the ball. Only strong safety 
Aaron Webster returns as a starter from last 
season, but there are several other players who 
appear ready to step into more prominent 
roles. That lise begins with defensive tackle 
Derek Wolfe and includes linebacker J.K. 
Shaffer and defensive back Drew Frey, who 
started one game last year before he broke his 
arm against Akron in the fourth game of the 
season. 


NATTI 


incorporate some 3-4 looks into the defense in 
an attempt to better cover the field against 
spread offenses. ‘To put it all together, Kelly 
hired Bob Diaco to serve as his new defensive 
coordinator, This unit won't be as experienced 
as last year’s and will have to find new leaders 
to replace Mike Mickens and Connor Barwin, 
all while learning a new system and adapting 
to a new coordinator. 


SPECIALISTS For all its talent on offense and 
defense during its Orange Bowl season a year 
ago, Cincinnati’s best player might have been 
punter Kevin Huber, a two-time All-American 
who consistently provided the Bearcats with 
an advantage in field position. But Huber is 
gone, likely to be replaced by freshman Patrick 
O'Donnell. Kicker Jake Rogers has been 
inconsistent the past two years. Cincinnati 
returns one of the nation’s top kick returners in 
Gilyard, who led the Big East with an average 
of 27.6 yards and two touchdowns. The 
Bearcats were third in punt returns, but lost 
DeAngelo Smith, who averaged 9.5 yards. D.J. 
Woods, who averaged 9.4 yards last year, 
returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Most teams sustaining 
such heavy losses on one side of the ball, as 
Cincinnati did on its defensive unit, would be 
expected to suffer a down year the following 
season. That's not the case with the Bearcats. 


Thanks to the presence of Pike, a slew of 


talented receivers and Kelly's track record, the 
Bearcats could make a run at a second straight 
Big East championship by compensating for 
the losses on defense with more production on 
offense. 

The Bearcats proved last year that playing in 
a Big East Conference where there is no 
dominant program provides opportunities for 
most of the league's eight teams. Heading into 
Kelly's third season, Cincinnati has as good a 


SEARGATS 


NA 
> 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 
WR 


1 Mardy Gilyard (Sr) 
Jamar Howard (Jr.) 
3 Du. Woods (So.) 
71 Jeff Linkenbach (Sr) 
60 Jason Kelce (ur.) 
56 Chris Jurek (Sr) 
59 Alex Hoffman (So.) 
66 Sam Griffin (Jr) 
83 Kazeem Alli (Sr) 
15 Tony Pike (Sr.) 
22 John Goebel (Jr) 


DEFENSE (1) 


DE 
DT 


98 Curtis Young (Sr.) 
90 Ricardo Mathews (Sr.) 


s 
UNA DRECA 8 


84 Orion Woodard (So.) 
80 Armon Binns (Jr) 

6 Danny Milligan (Fr) 
77 Sean Hooey (Fr.) 

53 Randy Martinez (So.) 
72 Evan Davis (So.) 

70 C.J. Cobb (Jr) 
68 Craig Parmenter (So.) 
19 Ben Guidugli (Jr) 
14 Chazz Anderson (So.) 
20 Jacob Ramsey (Sr) 


89 Alex Daniels (Sr:) 
94 Rob Trigg (ur) 


chance as anyone to make a return trip to a 
BCS bowl game. 


DT 78 Derek Wolfe (So.) 
DE 40 John Hughes (So.) 
SLB 7 Craig Carey (Sr.) 
MLB 35 Marcus Waugh (Sr) 


58 Brandon Mills (Fr.) 

54 Walter Stewart (Fr) 
43 Robby Armstrong (Ur) 
50 Andre Revels (Sr.) 


The Bearcats, traditionally a 4-3 team, will 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (113, 6-1) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS WLB 37 U.K. Shaffer (So.) 11 Collin McCafferty (dr) 
Sept. 7 at Rutgers Aug. 28 Eastern Kentucky W 40-7 Offense PerGame Rank CB 25 Brad Jones (Sr) 48 Trammell Williams (So.) 
Sept. 12 SE Missouri State i z cies pes i. rs Scoring  25.9ppg 55 CB 85 Marcus Barnett (Jr) 9 Dominique Battle (So.) 
Sept. 19 at Oregon State pes 97 eis ) W 17-15 Rushing 117.6 ypg 95 SS 26 Drew Frey (So.) 36 Quincy Quetant (Fr) 
Sept. 26 Fresno State Oct. 3 at Marshall W 33-10 Passing 253.0 ypg %6 FS 17 Aaron Webster (Sr.) 13 Patrick Lambert (Fr.) 
Oct. 3 at Miami (OH) Oct. 11 Rutgers W 13-10 | Total 370.6 ypg = 52 SPECIAL TEAMS ; 

Oct. 15 at South Florida Oct. 25 at Connecticut mua Defense PerGame Rank ; ds ae peters a 4 ; aera 
Oct. 24 Louisville Oct, 30 South Florida = W210 | Scoring = 20:2 ppg «25 " 
Nov. 8 at West Virginia W (ot) 26-23 Rushi 115.0 19 RETURNING LEADERS 
ek oD at ovteniee Nov. 14 at Louisville W 2 | Pah Passing: Tony Pike, 324-199-2,407-11, 19 TDs 
Nov. 7 Connecticut Nov. 22 Pittsburgh W 28-21 | Passing 206.9ypg = 57 ea ao oe eee aes: 
Nov. 13 West Virginia ee he ee FeO 8 10 we7 I» Ah Receiving: Mardy Gilyard, 81 rec, 1,276 yds, 11 TDs 
oe Dec. 6 at Hawaii W 29-24 4 : : ihsd "3 
Nov. 27 Illinois Jan. 1 #Virginia Tech L 7-20 TO Margin PerGame Rank Tackles: Aaron Webster, 60, 30 solo 
Dec. 5 at Pittsburgh y #Orange Bowl 8 “097° « =93 Sacks: Curtis Young, 4 


Interceptions: Brad Jones, 2 for 0 yds. 


John Grieshop 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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STADIUN 


OFFENSE One of the main goals of UNC's 
attack is balance. But in two seasons under 
offensive coordinator John Shoop, the Tar 
Heels have thrown the ball better than they've 
run it. Now that UNC has lost five of its top 
six wide receivers, the team must rediscover the 
run. 

The Tar Heels return four players who 
started at least seven games on the offensive 
line last season, and they could start five 
upperclassmen up front this season. Also back 
are tailbacks Shaun Draughn and Ryan 
Houston, who rushed for a combined 1,165 
yards and 11 touchdowns in 2008, so it’s 
reasonable to think UNC can improve its 
rushing numbers (122.6 yards per game, 3.5 
yards per carry) from a year ago. 

With TJ. Yates back for his third year as the 
starting quarterback, the passing game rests on 
a capable arm. The question is whether it lands 
in capable hands. The Tar Heels feature a 
quintet of tall, talented receivers in Greg Little, 
Dwight Jones, Joshua Adams, Todd Harrelson 
and Rashad Mason, but Little is the only 
member of the group who has caught a pass in 
a college game. 
the first year since 2 9/ 2 am 
1999 that the Tar 


Heels finished with a positive turnover margin. 


North Carolina had 
29 takeaways and 23 
giveaways in 2008, 


DEFENSE This side of the ball, which features 
an ACC-high nine returning starters, should 
be a strength. The Tar Heels excelled with 
takeaways last season, forcing 29 turnovers, 
but they weren't efficient forcing punts. UNC 
ranked last in the ACC and 88th nationally in 
third-down defense, allowing opponents to 
convert 43.2 percent of the time. 

The Tar Heels can improve if they get better 
production from their deep defensive line. 
UNC finished with only 22 sacks last season, 


h 


| 
SE 


11th in the ACC, and got only half of those 
sacks from the front four. Ten defensive 
linemen enter this season with significant 
game experience, so both of those numbers 
should rise in 2009. 

If the defensive line improves, the back 
seven should flourish. Linebackers Quan 
Sturdivant and Bruce Carter are entering their 
third seasons as starters, and each has the speed 
to make tackles anywhere on the field. The 
secondary returns three starters, including All- 
ACC candidates in cornerback Kendric 
Burney and free safety Deunta Williams. 
UNC needs junior Da’Norris Searcy to have a 
big season at strong safety in place of Trimane 
Goddard, who tied for the NCAA lead with 
seven interceptions in 2008. 


SPECIALISTS UNC will miss Brandon Tate, 
who set the NCAA record for combined kick 
return yardage and was a threat to score on 
every opponents punt or kickoff. Junior 
Johnny White, one of UNC's fastest players, 
headlines a group looking to take over Tate’s 
duties. The Tar Heels have a capable, although 
unspectacular, kicking duo in sophomores 
Casey Barth and Jay Wooten, and junior walk- 
on Grant Schallock will see if the strong leg he 
showed in practice can produce solid punts 
during games. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The potential to build on 


last season's eight-win output exists, but it’s 
important for everyone — including the Tar 
Heels — to understand the situation. UNC is 
on the rise, but by no means has the program 
reached the point where eight wins is a given. 
The defense must play like the talented, 
experienced group that it is, and the offense 
needs to run the ball more effectively while 
getting a breakout year from at least one wide 
receiver. If those things happen, the Tar Heels 
can earn a second consecutive bowl berth for 
the first time since 1998 and continue 
building momentum. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (8-5, 4-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 The Citadel Aug. 30 McNeese State W 35-27 | es PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Connecticut Sept. 11 at Rutgers W 44-12 | Scoring 27.7 ppg 43 
Sept. 19 East Carolina Sept. 20 Virginia Tech L 17-20 | Rushing 122.6ypg —«89 
Sept. 26 at Georgia Tech Sept. 27 at Miami W 28-24 | passing 1988ypg 74 
Oct. 3. Virginia Oct. 4 Connecticut W 38-12 Total 321.4 ypg 92 

gink Oct. 11 Notre Dame Ww 29-24 
Oct. 10 Georgia Southern Oct. 18 at Virginia Lot) 13416 | DERE Per Game _ Rank 
Oct. 22 Florida State | Oct. 25 Boston College Ww 45-24 | Scoring 21.2 ppg 32 
Oct. 29 at Virginia Tech Nov. 8 Georgia Tech W 28-7 | Rushing 139.4ypg 56 
Nov. 7 Duke | Nov. 15 at Maryland L 15-17 | Passing 226.0 ypg 84 
Nov. 14 Miami _ Nov. 22 NC State L 10-41 | Total 365.4 ypg 64 
Nov. 21 atBoston College | Now 29 atDuke W 2-20 ETT 
Nov. 28 at NC State Dec. 27 #West Virginia L 30-31 | +6 +0.46 09 


#Meineke Bowl 


HEAD COACH: BUTCH DAVIS » RECORD AT SCHOOL: 12-13 (2 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 63-33 (8 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN SHOOP » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: EVERETT WITHERS 


70 


T.J. YATES 


THE QUOTE 
“T think they're coming on up there. You throw 
North Carolina in the upper tier of the 
conference now after what happened last year. 
... They played last year with confidence, looked 


like they were having fun.” 
— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
8 Greg Little (Ur) 
83 Dwight Jones (So.) 
72 Kyle dolly (Sr) 
73 Aaron Stahl (Sr) 
69 Lowell Dyer (Sr.) 
70 Alan Pelc (Jr) 
66 Mike Ingersoll (Jr) 
17 Zack Pianalto (ur) 
13 Tw. Yates (ur) 
FB 4 Bobby Rome (Sr.) 
TB 20 Shaun Draughn (ur) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 92 EJ. Wilson (Sr.) 

DT 9 Marvin Austin (Jr) 
DT 93 Cam Thomas (Sr.) 

DE 42 Robert Quinn (So.) 
SLB 54 Bruce Carter (Jr.) 
MLB 52 Quan Sturdivant (Jr) 
WLB 47 Zach Brown (So.) 

CB 16 Kendric Burney (ur.) 
CB 12 Charles Brown (ur) 
SS 21 Da’Norris Searcy (Jr) 
FS 27 Deunta Williams (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 11 Casey Barth (So.) 
P 39 Grant Schallock (ur.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


82 Todd Harrelson (Fr) 
3 Joshua Adams (Fr.) 
71 Carl Gaskins (So.) 
64 Jonathan Cooper (Fr.) 
65 Cam Holland (So.) 
68 Mike Dykes (So.) 
77 Kevin Bryant (So.) 
80 Ed Barham (Jr) 

7 Mike Paulus (So.) 

6 Anthony Elzy (Jr) 
32 Ryan Houston (Jr) 


90. Quinton Coples (So.) 
91 Tydreke Powell (So.) 
97 Aleric Mullins (Jr) 

94 Michael McAdoo (So.) 
55 Linwan Euwell (So.) 
48 Kevin Reddick (Fr.) 
35 Herman Davidson (So.) 
37 LeCount Fantroy (So.) 
23 Jordan Hemby (Sr.) 
25 Matt Merletti (Ur.) 

10 Melvin Williams (Jr) 


KR 34Johnny White (Jr) 
PR 12Charles Brown (Jr) 


Passing: TJ. Yates, 135-81-1,168-4, 11 TDs 
Rushing: Shaun Draughn, 198 car., 866 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Shaun Draughn, 16 rec., 81 yds., 1 TD 
Tackles: Quan Sturdivant, 122, 87 solo 


Sacks: Bruce Carter, 5 


Interceptions: Kendric Burney, 3; Deunta Williams, 3 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Bruce Schwartzman 


OFFENSE Michigan State has six starters 
returning on offense and will not have a 
running back capable of cracking 1,600 yards 
like departed Javon Ringer did a year ago. Still, 
the Spartans will be productive on the ground 
and improved through the air thanks to an 
expanding cupboard of talent under Mark 
Dantonio, 

Gifted sophomores Kirk Cousins and Keith 
Nichol will take their healthy competition 
deep into September, with a two-quarterback 
system likely for at least part of the season. 
Both have strong arms, quick releases, good 
accuracy and mobility. They went back and 
forth with breathtaking passes into decent 
coverage in the spring game, with each 
quarterback throwing for exactly 357 yards 
and four touchdowns. They aren't as seasoned 
as their predecessor, Brian Hoyer, but soon 
one, or both, will be better than Hoyer. 

At running back, assertive Caulton Ray can 
get the extra yard with a juke or broken tackle. 
Big back Ashton Leggett has good horsepower. 
Elusive Andre Anderson rushed for 75 yards 
last year against Eastern Michigan. Highly 
touted freshmen Larry Caper and Edwin 
Baker have more home run capability than the 
others and could have an early impact. 


96.7 


The offensive line is a question mark, with 
new starters at right guard and right tackle. 
Center Joel Nitchman and left tackle Rocco 
Cironi are battle-tested. “We are rebuilding 
our offensive line,” Dantonio says. “I think 
that is going along pretty well. I felt positively 
about that.” 

Dropped passes hurt a year ago, but Spartan 
pass-catchers are maturing. Tight end Charlie 


Michigan State lost 96.7 percent of 
its net rushing yards with the 
departure of Javon Ringer. He had 
390 carries, compared to 43 by all 
other running backs in the program. 


003 ED 


Montana State 30 at California 


Gantt and wide receivers Keshawn Martin and 
Mark Dell are capable of making runs at All- 
Big Ten consideration. 


DEFENSE With four returning starters in the 
front seven and increased toughness at 
defensive tackle, the Spartans’ rush defense will 
improve. Michigan State has its fastest trio of 
linebackers this decade, led by All-Big Ten 
middle man Greg Jones. The defensive line 
will be solid, but it needs Trevor Anderson 
(eight sacks a year ago) to take it up another 
notch as a pass rusher. Nosetackle Oren 
Wilson, a second-year starter, is ready to be a 
star. 

All-Big Ten safety Otis Wiley is gone, but 
eight, yes eight, defensive backs return with 
starting experience from a team that ranked 
seventh in the Big Ten in pass efficiency 
defense. Ross Weaver and Chris L. Rucker are 
big, combative corners. 


SPECIALISTS A pair of second-team All-Big 
Ten selections return in placekicker Brett 
Swenson and punter Aaron Bates. Swenson 
was 22-of-28 on field goals last year. Bates 
averaged 42.0 yards per punt and excels at 
killing punts inside the 20. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With 14 returning starters, 
an improving defense and solid talent to 
replenish the quarterback and running back 
positions, Michigan State is poised to earn a 
New Year's Day bowl bid for the second 
straight year, something the Spartans have not 
done since 1987-88. 

Thanks to the absence of Ohio State from 
this year’s schedule, making a run at a share of 
the conference title is not out of the question 
for a team that finished only one game behind 
the Big Ten champion Buckeyes a year ago. 

From Year 1 to Year 2 under Dantonio, the 
Spartans improved from 2-6 to 2-1 in games 
decided by seven points or less. That trend 
must continue. 


ATi \ wuivus 


31-38 


itonio) has done a great job. It starts 


ttitude that the 


id the obvious 


OFFENSE (6) 

2 Mark Dell (ur.) 
82 Keshawn Martin (So.) 
57 Rocco Cironi (Sr.) 
67 Joel Foreman (So.) 
65 Joel Nitchman (Sr) 
75 Jared McGaha (So.) 
77 J'Michael Deane (ur.) 
83 Charlie Gantt (Jr.) 

8 Kirk Cousins (So.) 
45 Andrew Hawken (Sr) 
32 Ashton Leggett (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 58 Trevor Anderson (Sr.) 
NT 70 Oren Wilson (Jr) 

DT 99 Jerel Worthy (Fr.) 

DE 89 Colin Neely (Ur) 

SLB 43 Eric Gordon (Jr) 
MLB 53 Greg Jones (ur.) 
WLB 34 Brandon Denson (Sr) 


g with right 
jat he’s 


25 Blair White (Sr.) 

3 BJ. Cunningham (So.) 
64 Brendon Moss (Sr) 
68 Ethan Ruhland (Fr.) 
66 John Stipek (Sr.) 

59 DJ. Young (ur) 

76 Mike Schmeding (Sr.) 

88 Brian Linthicum (So.) 
9 Keith Nichol (So.) 

44 Josh Rouse (Sr.) 

27 Andre Anderson (So.) 


54 David Rolf (So.) 

92 Ishmyl Johnson (So.) 
96 Kevin Pickelman (So.) 
91 Tyler Hoover (Fr.) 

36 Jon Misch (ur) 

55 Adam Decker (Sr.) 
50 Steve Gardiner (Fr.) 


doe Robbins/ Getty Images 


Aug. leihd L Offense Per Game __ Rank 37 Ross Weaver (Sr.) 9 Jeremy Ware (Sr.) 
Sept. 12 Central Michigan Sept. 6 Eastern Michigan W 42-10 | Scoring 25.1 ppg 62 29 Chris L. Rucker (Jr) 5 Johnny Adams (So.) 
Sept. 19 at Notre Dame Sept. 13 Florida Atlantic W 17-0) Rushing 130.2 ypg 77 33 Dan Fortener (Sr.) 11 Marcus Hyde (Jr) 
Sept. 26 at Wisconsin ne > ay itt 4 a Passing 213.3 ypg 62 38 Kendell Davis-Clark (Sr) 39 Trenton Robinson (So.) 
Oct. 3 Michigan oe ee W des | Tal 3435ypg 74 SPECIAL TEAMS 
Oct. 10 at Illinois ni tt . Defense PerGame Rank K _ 14 Brett Swenson (Sr) KR 82_Keshawn Martin (So. 

f Oct. 11 at Northwestern W 37-20 : P18 Aaron Bates (ur.) PR 2 Mark Dell (Ur) 
Oct. 17 Northwestern Oct. 18 Ohio State L 7-45 | Scoring 22.1 ppg 41 
Oct. 24 Towa Oct. 25 at Michigan W 35-21 | Rushing 1425 ypg 67 _~—«|.- RETURNING LEADERS 
Oct. 31 at Minnesota Nov. 1 Wisconsin W 25-24 | Passing 213.4ypg 69 Passa kth Cousins) 73a 300 Zips 
ny N 8 Purdu W 21-7 Total 355.9 58 Rushing: Andre Anderson, 26 car., 97 yds., OTD 

Nov. 7 Western Michigan OV. urdue ota -? ypg Rea MITE 

N 22 at Penn Stat L 18-49 Receiving: Blair White, 43 rec., 659 yds., 1 TD 
Nov. 14 at Purdue o i era ig TIPE, (O.Narsin PerGame Rank Tackles: Greg Jones, 127, 80 solo 

, r — 

Noy. 21 Penn State a Nan +2 +0.15 49 Sacks: Trevor Anderson, 8 


#Capital One Bowl 


2 * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 16-1 ARS) « CAREER RECORD: 34-7 
VELL * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ! 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


HEAD COACH: MARK DANTO) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DO! 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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SALTILAKE. CITY, UTAH_RICEECCLES STADIUM (45,017) 


OFFENSE After baffling Alabama's defense 
with a no-huddle scheme in the early stages of a 
Sugar Bowl victory that completed an unbeaten 
season, Utah will try to keep a fast tempo going 
this season with a new leader. Corbin Louks, 
who was used mostly as a runner in specialty 
packages the past two seasons, is the likely 
replacement for quarterback Brian Johnson, the 
Mountain West Conference's Offensive Player 
of the Year. Junior college transfer Terrance Cain 
was “neck-and-neck” with Louks after spring 
drills, according to coach Kyle Whittingham. 

The Utes also lost their top three receivers, 
but Whittingham believes a group that features 
David Reed and Jereme Brooks will be “just as 
good or better.” 

Utah's passing game will be complemented 
by running back Mate Asiata, who shared the 
position last season and still gained 707 yards 
and scored 12 touchdowns. Asiata was 
especially effective when taking a direct snap, 
and new offensive coordinator Dave Schramm, 
formerly Utah's running backs coach, is sure to 


emphasize that formation again. 


Up front, the Utes will feature left tackle 
Zane Beadles and left guard Caleb Schlauderaff. 
In spring drills, center Zane Taylor moved to 
right guard to shore up that side of the line. 

Utah ranked third in the conference in total 
offense in 2008, producing 400.9 yards per 
game. The Utes were opportunistic, turning 
those yards into 36.9 points to lead the league 
and rank 15th nationally. 


Utah scored three touchdowns 
against Alabama in the first quarter 
of the Sugar Bowl. Alabama gave up 
a total of five touchdowns over its 
final five regular-season games. 


DEFENSE Utah's defense was thought to be a 
year away from greatness in 2008, with only one 
senior in the lineup. The growth was accelerated 
as the Utes ranked 11th in the country in total 


ITES 
defense (289.2 ypg) and 12th in scoring defense 
(17.2 ppg). TCU and Alabama each scored only 
one offensive touchdown vs. Utah. 

Even though they lost cornerback Sean 
Smith and end Paul Kruger as underclassmen to 
the NFL Draft, the Utes will have another solid 
defense. Whittingham labels Koa Misi and 
Derrick Shelby the conference's best pair of 
ends, while Stevenson Sylvester and Mike 
Wright lead an outstanding group of 
linebackers. 

Kalani Sitake is Utah’s new defensive 
coordinator, having worked with the 
linebackers the past four seasons. 

In the secondary, both cornerbacks must be 
replaced, but RJ. Stanford and Brandon 
Burton have 4.3 speed. The safeties, Robert 
Johnson and Joe Dale, are aggressive, versatile 
players. Johnson ranked second on the team 
with four interceptions, including two in the 


Sugar Bowl. 


SPECIALISTS Utah's biggest personnel loss may 
be in the kicking game, where Louie Sakoda was 
an All-American as both a placekicker and 
punter. Ben Vroman, who has handled kickoffs, 
will likely be the placekicker and Sean Sellwood 
the punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Whittingham has some 
experience in trying to follow up a perfect 
season. He took over for Urban Meyer in 2005 
— when Utah was coming off a 12-0 record 
capped off by a Fiesta Bowl victory — and lost 
five of his first 10 games before ending up 7-5. 
While Whittingham acknowledges “a lot of 
similarities” to the situation in 05, no such 
drop-off is anticipated this season, even with the 
loss of both coordinators. Whittingham is 
established now, and the Utes’ recruiting success 
has maintained a high level of talent. 

The Utes’ Sept. 19 visit to Oregon may 
determine whether they can make another BCS 
run. Regardless, they will challenge for another 
Mountain West title. 


20035 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (13-0, 8-0) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3 Utah State Aug. 30 at Michigan W 25-23 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at San Jose State Sept. 6 UNLV W 42-21 | Scoring  36.9ppg 15 
Sept. 19 at Oregon Sept. 13 at Utah State W 58-10 | Rushing 156.5ypg 51 
Sept. 26 Louisville Sept. 20 at Air Force W 30-23 | passing 244.5 ypg 35 
Oct. 10 at Colorado State pied Mia BY toral 400.9 ypg = 35 
9 Oct. 2 Oregon State W 31-28 
Oct. 17 at UNLV Oct. 11 at Wyoming W 40-7 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Air Force Oct. 18 Colorado State Ww 49-16 | Scoring 17.2ppg 12 
Oct. 31 Wyoming Nov. 1 at New Mexico W 13-10 | Rushing 99.2ypg 11 
Nov. 7 New Mexico Nov. 6 TCU W 13-10 | Passing 190.0 ypg 33 
Nov. 14 at TCU Nov. 15 atSan Diego State W 63-14 | Total 289.2 ypg ul 
Nov. 21 San Diego State Nov. 22 BYU W 48-24 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Jan. 2 #Alabama W 31-17 


Nov. 28 at BYU 


#Sugar Bowl 


HEAD COACH: KYLE WHITTINGE 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE SCHRE 


712 


{AM » RECORD AT SCHOOL: 37-14 (4 YEA 
AMM * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KALANI SITAKE 


+13 +1.00 10 


* CAREER RECORD: 37-14 (4 YEARS 


yr ASIATA 


THE QUOTE 

“The biggest loss is at the quarterback. He was 
the most efficient quarterback in the league. He 
had a knack for pulling out games. He had some 
intangibles that a lot of quarterbacks don't have.” 


— An opposing MWC 


OFFENSE (3) 


85 Jereme Brooks (Jr.) 
16 David Reed (Sr) 

9 Aiona Key (Sr.) 
75 Zane Beadles (Sr.) 


8 Elijah Wesson (Sr.) 
1 Shaky Smithson (ur) 
13 Luke Matthews (Fr.) 
71 Walter Watts (Jr) 


72 Caleb Schlauderaff (Jr) 
57 Tyler Williams (Sr.) 
77 Zane Taylor (Jr.) 
70 Tony Bergstrom (So.) 
TE 80 Chris Joppru (Sr) 
QB 19 Corbin Louks (Jr) 
RB 4 Matt Asiata (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
LE 90 Derrick Shelby (So.) 
DT 43 Lei Talamaivao (So.) 
DT 92 Kenape Eliapo (Sr.) 
RE 41 Koa Misi (Sr.) 
OLB 10 Stevenson Sylvester (Sr.) 
MLB 20 Mike Wright (Sr.) 
59 Kepa Gaison (Sr) 
27 Brandon Burton (So.) 
25 Ru. Stanford (Sr) 
12 Joe Dale (Sr.) 
17 Robert Johnson (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 30 Ben Vroman (Sr) 
P 95 Sean Sellwood (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Corbin Louks, 7-4-104-0, 01D 

Rushing: Matt Asiata, 146 car, 707 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Jereme Brooks, 30 rec., 331 yds., 11D 
Tackles: Mike Wright, 81, 35 solo 

Sacks: Stevenson Sylvester, 3.5 

Interceptions: Robert Johnson, 4 for 7 yds. 


74 Sam Brenner (Fr.) 

54 Tevita Stevens (Fr) 

55 Neil A’asa (ur.) 

75 Viliamu Nau (Sr) 

84 Brad Clifford (ur) 
7 Terrance Cain (Jr) 

36 Eddie Wide (Jr) 


44 Dave Kruger (Fr.) 
96 Junior Tui’one (Jr) 
98 Sealver Siliga (So.) 
42 Nai Fotu (ur.) 
32 Chaz Walker (So.) 
50 Mo Neal (So.) 
52 Matt Martinez (So.) 
6 Kamaron Yancy (Jr) 
24 Justin Jones (Sr) 
33 Justin Taplin-Ross (ur) 
28 Reggie Topps (Fr.) 


KR 16 David Reed (Sr) 
PR 13 Luke Matthews (Fr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Peter Bouillet 


Bruce Schwartzman 


OFFENSE After the Yellow Jackets finished 
fourth in the country in rushing in coach Paul 
Johnson's first year of implementing his 
option-based spread, hopes are high in 
Atlanta. Nine offensive starters, including all 
of the skill position players, return for the 
Yellow Jackets. 

Without question, the backfield is Georgia 
Tech's deepest area. Jonathan Dwyer, who is 
the B-back in Johnson’s scheme, led the ACC 
in rushing and ran for more than 100 yards 
nine times. Sophomore Roddy Jones, the A- 
back, averaged a staggering 8.5 yards per carry 
and torched Georgia for 214 yards in the 
Jackets’ win in Athens. 

Though recruited by former coach Chan 
Gailey, quarterback Josh Nesbitt has proven to 
be a dynamic fit for Johnson's offense. Nesbitt’s 
speed, strength and playmaking ability give 
Johnson a triggerman unlike any he coached at 
Navy. His confidence and ability to make the 
split-second decisions necessary to run the 
triple-option will likely only grow this season, 
his second as Georgia Tech’s starter. 


Georgia Tech’s run-heavy scheme often calls 
on its receivers to block defensive backs to 
clear lanes for the running game. Their reward 
is that they're typically single-covered, which 
leads to games like Demaryius Thomas’ nine- 
catch, 230-yard lightning strike in a 27-0 
victory over Duke. 

The offensive linemen, most of whom were 
recruited to play in Gailey’s pro-style scheme, 
had trouble adjusting to the demands of the 
new offense, which calls upon linemen to be 
quick off the ball and to play low. Still, the line 
did well enough to pave the way for Dwyer’s 
ACC Player of the Year season. 


Georgia Tech returns 
95.3 percent of its 
rushing production, led 
by Jonathan Dwyer’s 
1,395 yards. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (9-4, 5-3) 


DEFENSE On this side of the ball, the big 
question is how the Yellow Jackets will replace 
three starters and a key sub on the defensive 
line. Tackles Darryl Richard and Vance Walker 
and end Michael Johnson were each All-ACC 
picks and are headed to the NFL. Tackles T.J. 
Barnes and Ben Anderson will be under the 
gun to develop quickly. 

The pressure will also be on the sole 
returning starter on the line, Derrick Morgan, 
as well as the stalwarts at linebacker and safety, 
Brad Jefferson and Morgan Burnett, 
respectively. Jefferson is a big hitter with speed. 
Burnett's seven interceptions were tied for 
most in the country last fall. 

Morgan is a player with an NFL future. 
Capable both at rushing the passer and 
stopping the run, he might prove to be better 
than the three players he shared the line with 
last season. 


SPECIALISTS Johnson made improving 
special teams play a top priority over the 
offseason. Kicker Scott Blair was 10th in field 
goal accuracy in the ACC, hitting on 12-of-19 
attempts. Georgia Tech’s punt, punt return 
and kickoff return teams were all subpar as 
well. Blair will likely handle punting, 
placements and kickoffs for the second year in 
a row, but coaches will want to see him 
challenged. Jerrard Tarrant figures to take over 
the return duties. Jones will likely team with 
him on kickoff returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The 2008 season proved 
that Johnson's offense could work in the ACC. 
Now, the question is: How good can it be? The 
majority of the Yellow Jackets’ playmakers 
return, most notably Nesbitt and Dwyer, but 
there are questions on the offensive and 
defensive lines. 

If those two key areas can be shored up, and 
some new leaders emerge, Georgia Tech figures 
to be in the hunt for the ACC Coastal 
Division title. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


THE QUOTE 


“The offensive scheme they run is just so 
different. And the advantage they pick up on 
that is the tough preparation. They’re the worst 
team to draw on a quick turnaround.” 


— An opposing 


OFFENSE (9) 

WR 8 Demaryius Thomas (ur.) 
84 Tyler Melton (So.) 
75 Nick Claytor (So.) 
70 Joseph Gilbert (So.) 
77 Dan Voss (Sr.) 
71 Cord Howard (Sr.) 
73 Austin Barrick (Jr) 

9 Josh Nesbitt (ur) 

21 Jonathan Dwyer (Jr) 
43 Anthony Allen (Jr) 
20 Roddy Jones (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 91 Derrick Morgan (Jr.) 
DT 90 Tw. Barnes (Fr.) 

DT 98 Ben Anderson (ur) 
DE 97 Robert Hall (Ur) 

LB 51 Brad Jefferson (ur) 
LB 54 Sedric Griffin (Sr) 


int coach 


81 Zach Fisher (So.) 
Stephen Hill (Fr) 

60 Brad Sellers (Sr.) 

62 Omoregie Uzzi (Fr.) 

79 Sean Bedford (ur) 

76 Nick McRae (Fr.) 

61 Phil Smith (Fr.) 

11 Jaybo Shaw (So.) 

36 Lucas Cox (ur) 

24 Embry Peeples (So.) 
3 Marcus Wright (So.) 


41 Anthony Egbuniwe (Jr) 
92 Jason Peters (So.) 

96 Logan Walls (So.) 

56 Osahon Tongo (ur) 

12 Anthony Barnes (Jr) 
34 Steven Sylvester (So.) 


Sept. 5 Jacksonville State Aug. 28 Jacksonville State W 41-14 | [Ras PerGame Rank 
Sept. 10 Clemson Sept. 6 atBoston College W 19-16} Scoring  24.4ppg 74 
Sept. 17. at Miami Sept. 13 at Virginia Tech L 17-20) Rushing 273.2ypg 4 
Sept. 26 North Carolina ag 2 ges State i; bes , Passing 99.2 ypg (116 
Oct. 3 at Mississippi State a u sash We eageo Total 372.5 ypg 50 
Oct. 10 at Florida State Oct. 18 at Clemson W 21-17 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Virginia Tech Oct. 25 Virginia L 17-24 | Scoring 20.3 ppg 28 
Oct. 24 at Virginia Nov. 1 Florida State Ww 31-28 | Rushing 120.3 ypg 24 
Oct. 31 at Vanderbilt Nov. 8 at North Carolina L 7-28 | Passing 193.2 ypg 4] 
Nov. 7 Wake Forest Nov. 20 Miami W 41-23 | Total 313.5 ypg 25 
Nov, 14 at Duke Nov. 29 at Georgia W 45-42 TO Margin’ PerGame Rank 

: Dec. 31 #LSU L 3-38 49 40.15 49 
Nov. 28 Georgia #Chick-fil-A Bowl 


HEAD COACH: PAUL JOHNSON * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 9-4 (1 YEAR) » CAREER RECORD: 116-43 (12 YEARS} 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PAUL JOHNSON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE WOMMACK 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


59 Kyle Jackson (So.) 
2 Mario Butler (Jr.) 
37 Jerrard Tarrant (So.) 
26 Dominique Reese (ur.) 
1 Morgan Burnett (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Scott Blair (Jr) 
P 14 Scott Blair (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Josh Nesbitt, 123-54-808-5, 2 TDs 

Rushing: Jonathan Dwyer, 200 car., 1,395 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Demaryius Thomas, 39 rec., 627 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Morgan Burnett, 93, 62 solo 

Sacks: Derrick Morgan, 7 

Interceptions: Morgan Burnett, 7 for 95 yds. 


42 Malcolm Munroe (Fr.) 
28 Rashaad Reid (So.) 
10 Martin Frierson (Sr) 
22 Cooper Taylor (So.) 
46 Mario Edwards (Jr) 


KR 37 Jerrard Tarrant (So.) 
PR 37 Jerrard Tarrant (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


13 


OFFENSE After sputtering around .500 the 
previous three seasons, Iowa returned to its 
winning ways under Kirk Ferentz last fall, 
going 9-4 and becoming the only Big Ten 
team to win a bowl game. But that was with 
2008 Doak Walker Award winner Shonn 
Greene leading the way. Greene decided to 
skip his senior season to enter the NFL Draft, 
so the hope now is to replace him with a group 
of running backs. Sophomore Jewel Hampton 
is expected to start after rushing for 463 yards 
and scoring a freshman-record seven 
touchdowns as Greene’s backup last season. 
Redshirt freshman Jeff Brinson also will be in 
the mix. 

Junior Ricky Stanzi returns at quarterback 
after starting 11 games and passing for 1,956 
yards and 14 touchdowns. His biggest 
problem last season was turnovers, but he 
improved in that area as the season progressed. 


Towa had the Big Ten’s stingiest 
scoring defense (13.0 points per 
game) despite finishing last in the 
league with 19 sacks. 


Stanzi’s receiving corps is not stellar, but it 
will receive a huge boost if oft-injured senior 
tight end Tony Moeaki can stay healthy. He 
was withheld from spring practice after having 
foot surgery. Junior wide receiver Derrell 
Johnson-Koulianos, or DJK as fans like to call 
him, returns after leading the team with 44 
catches for 639 yards last season. 

Three starters and three other players with 
starting experience return from an offensive 
line that could be the envy of the Big Ten. 
Junior left tackle Bryan Bulaga has shown signs 
of being as dominant as former Iowa star 
Robert Gallery, the 2003 Outland Trophy 


winner. 


DEFENSE Despite losing a great defensive 
tackle combo in Mitch King and Matt Kroul, 
eight starters return from a defense that will be 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (9-4, 5-3) 


among the very best in the Big Ten. 

Juniors Adrian Clayborn and Christian 
Ballard form a potentially dominant duo at 
defensive end, and linebacker could be the 
deepest position on the team. 

Senior middle linebacker Pat Angerer went 
from being a seldom-used reserve who couldn't 
stay healthy as a freshman and sophomore to 
leading the team in tackles (107) and making 
second-team All-Big Ten. Senior outside 
linebacker A.J. Edds has started since he was a 
sophomore, and junior Jeremiha Hunter was 
one of the most heavily recruited players ever 
to sign with Iowa. 

Three starters return in a terrific secondary, 
including junior cornerback Amari Spievey, 
who made second-team All-Big Ten after 
missing the 2007 season due to academic 
issues. Tyler Sash and Brett Greenwood, the 
returning starters at safety, were withheld from 
spring practice because of injuries, but that 
allowed sophomore David Cato to gain more 
experience, 


SPECIALISTS Junior punter Ryan Donahue 
made second-team All-Big Ten last season after 
averaging 41.6 yards per punt. He had a punt 
of at least 50 yards in nine of the last 11 games, 
and 19 of his 50 punts were fielded inside the 
opponents 20-yard line. Junior Daniel 
Murray, the hero of last season's upset of Penn 
State, battle sophomore Trent 
Mossbrucker for the placekicking job. 


will 


FINAL ANALYSIS Iowa loses its star power 
(Greene, King and Kroul), but the core of the 
team returns virtually intact. Its crucial for 
Stanzi to stay healthy because all there is 
behind him at quarterback are two redshirt 
freshmen with no game experience and some 
walk-ons. The defense should be very good 
even without King and Kroul, and special 
teams could be even better. But a daunting 
2009 schedule could prove to be the great 
equalizer. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Northern Iowa Aug. 30 Maine W 46-3 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Iowa State Sept. 6. FIU W 42-01 Scoring  30.3ppg 33 
Sept. 19 Arizona i : Towa State W  Y51 Rushing 1887 ypg 26 
Sept. 26 at Penn State Be Bihan top | Passing 18L7ypg 90 
Oct. 3 Arkansas State Oct. 4 atMichigan State 1 1316] Mal 3704ypg 53 
Oct. 10 Michigan Oct. 11 at Indiana W 45-9 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Wisconsin Oct. 18 Wisconsin W 38-16 | Scoring 13.0 ppg 5 
Oct. 24 at Michigan State Nov. 1 at Illinois L 24-27 | Rushing 94.0 ypg 9 
Oct. 31 Indiana si . al State : se Passing 197.3ypg 47 
v. urdue 

Hie ‘! Bi po Nov. 22 at Minnesota W 55-0 ae Te 

Jan. 1#SouthCarolina  W 31-10 argin Per Game Rank 
Nov. 21 Minnesota #Outback Bow! +8 +0.62 22 


74 


HEAD COACH: KIRK FERENTZ * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 70-53 (10 YEARS)-* CAREER RECORD: 82-74 (13 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KEN O'KEEFE * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NORM PARKER 


RICKY STANZI 


THE QUOTE 
“(Ricky) Stanzi’s a young Tom Brady to me. He’s 
got the size. He’s got the same kind of 
mechanics. He’s very efficient. He doesn’t make 
bad choices, and he takes what the defense 
gives him and that’s it.” 

— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 


15 Derrell Johnson-Koulianos (ur) 7 Marvin McNutt (So.) 


86 Trey Stross (Sr.) 

79 Bryan Bulaga (ur.) 

63 Julian Vandervelde (ur) 
52 Rafael Eubanks (Sr.) 

74 Dan Doering (Sr) 

60 Kyle Calloway (Sr) 

81 Tony Moeaki (Sr.) 

12 Ricky Stanzi (Jr) 

36 Brett Morse (Jr) 

27 Jewel Hampton (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 
DE 94 Adrian Clayborn (Jr) 
DT 95 Karl Klug (ur) 
DT 93 Mike Daniels (So.) 
DE 46 Christian Ballard (Jr.) 
LB 42 Jeremiha Hunter (Jr) 
LB 43 Pat Angerer (Sr.) 
49 A.J. Edds (Sr.) 
19 Amari Spievey (ur.) 
4 Jordan Bernstine (Ur) 
9 Tyler Sash (So.) 
30 Brett Greenwood (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 1 Daniel Murray (ut) 
P 5 Ryan Donahue (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


22 Colin Sandeman (ur.) 
77 Riley Reiff (Fr.) 

78 Dace Richardson (Sr.) 
67 Josh Koeppel (ur) 

73 Adam Gettis (So.) 

56 Marcus Zusevics (So.) 
82 Allen Reisner (ur) 

16 James Vandenberg (Fr.) 
47 Wade Leppert (So.) 

44 Jeff Brinson (Fr) 


98 Chad Geary (Sr.) 

54 Steve Bigach (Fr.) 

63. Travis Meade (Sr.) 
91 Broderick Binns (So.) 
33 Jeff Tarpinian (ur.) 
55 Jacody Coleman (ur) 
45 Tyler Nielsen (So.) 

2 Greg Castillo (Fr.) 
28 Shaun Prater (So.) 
31 David Cato (So.) 

40 Jack Swanson (Fr) 


KR 27 Jewel Hampton (So.) 
PR 22 Colin Sandeman (Jr) 


Passing: Ricky Stanzi, 254-150-1,956-9, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Jewel Hampton, 91 car., 463 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Derrell Johnson-Koulianos, 44 rec., 639 yds., 3 TDs 


Tackles: Pat Angerer, 107, 46 solo 


Sacks: Four players tied with 2 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 5 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Brian Ebner 


Ric Fogel 


OFFENSE The time has come for the Notre 
Dame offense to show some consistency and 
balance. With a senior-dominated offensive 
line, an experienced quarterback in Jimmy 
Clausen, a couple of big-play receivers, and 
Charlie Weis once again calling the plays, the 
Irish are expecting to return to — or at least 
make a move in the direction of — the once- 
powerful offenses led by Brady Quinn. 

Holding the key to that success, however, is 
a much-maligned offensive line that has grown 
up together but hasn't matured and jelled into 
a top-notch run-blocking unit. After allowing 
58 sacks in 07, they cut that number down to 
22 last season. Now, it’s on to improving the 
rushing attack, which ranked last and next-to- 
last, respectively, in Irish history the last two 
seasons. New offensive line coach Frank 
Verducci was brought in this spring to 
maximize the skills of veterans such as Sam 
Young, Eric Olsen and Dan Wenger, who have 
yet to live up to their potential. 


109.7 


The Irish are still looking for a halfback to 
emerge as a consistent force from among 
Armando Allen, Robert Hughes, James 
Aldridge and Jonas Gray. 

Notre Dame’s passing attack should be one 
of the nation’s more dynamic with the 
emergence of Golden Tate and Michael Floyd 
last season, as well as tight end Kyle Rudolph. 


The second-lowest rushing 
average per game in 
Notre Dame history 

came in ’08 when the 
Trish rushed for 109.7 
yards per game. The 
worst came in ’07 (75.3). 


DEFENSE Despite the loss of safety David 
Bruton and cornerback Terrail Lambert, the 
Irish have three cornerbacks with starter ability 
— Raeshon McNeil, Robert Blanton and 
and two top-notch safeties in 


Darrin Walls 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Nevada 
Sept. 12 at Michigan 
Sept. 19 Michigan State 
Sept. 26 at Purdue 


13 Michigan 


Sept. 27 Purdue 
Oct. 4 Stanford 


6 San Diego State 


Sept. 20 at Michigan State 


Kyle McCarthy and Harrison Smith, the latter 
of whom moves from outside linebacker to 
Bruton’s vacated free safety spot. Senior Sergio 
Brown is an experienced, physical nickel back. 

The linebacker corps is as solid and deep as 
it’s been since the early ’90s. Brian Smith heads 
up the unit at Will, Darius Fleming at Sam 
and hyped freshman Manti Te’o at Mike. 

The concern is up front where the Irish have 
lost talent (Trevor Laws) and emotion (Pat 
Kuntz) in each of the past two seasons. 
Defensive coordinator Jon Tenuta needs junior 
nosetackle Ian Williams to step to the 
forefront, and players such as sophomores 
Ethan Johnson (end/tackle), Hafis Williams 
(tackle) and Kapron Lewis-Moore (end) to 
supplement Kerry Neal and Morrice 
Richardson. What the Irish lack in pure ability 
up front, Tenuta will try to mitigate by 
employing an aggressive, blitz-happy unit. 


SPECIALISTS The Irish need the new and 
improved Brandon Walker, who hit 13 of his 
last 17 field goal attempts, not the one who 
started the 2008 season 1-of-7. They also need 
more consistency out of punter Eric Maust 
(41.1-yard average). Notre Dame's return 
games — punts and kickoffs — were sub- 
standard in 2008. The Irish hope to spring big- 
play performer Tate on punt returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Irish have more 
ingredients for success than they've had since 
2006 — Quinn’s final season — when they 
made their second straight trip to a BCS bowl. 
Since that game, Notre Dame has gone 10-15. 

But the influx of talent in recruiting has 
picked up, and the most talented classes in the 
program are now juniors and sophomores. 

The only apparent impediment — and it’s a 
significant roadblock — is the shortage of 
game-ready, star-quality defensive linemen. 
The Irish will need a diverse defensive package 
and considerably more help from the offense 
to compensate for those shortcomings. 


Oct. 3 Washington 
Oct. 17 USC 
Oct. 24 Boston College 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 


11 at North Carolina 
25 at Washington 
1 Pittsburgh 


THE QUOTE 


“Tt’s been gl 


they’re playing. We are as f 


we've be 


— Charlie 


OFFENSE (10) 
3 Michael Floyd (So.) 
23 Golden Tate (ur.) 
72 Paul Duncan (Sr) 
55 Eric Olsen (Sr.) 
51 Dan Wenger (Sr.) 
59 Chris Stewart (Sr.) 
74 Sam Young (Sr.) 
9 Kyle Rudolph (So.) 
7 Jimmy Clausen (ur) 
34 James Aldridge (Sr.) 
5 Armando Allen (Jr) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 9 Ethan Johnson (So.) 
DT 79 Hafis Williams (Fr) 
NT 95 lan Williams (Jr.) 
DE 56 Kerry Neal (Jr) 
SLB 45 Darius Fleming (So.) 
MLB 49 Toryan Smith (Sr) 
WLB 58 Brian Smith (Jr.) 
2 Darrin Walls (Sr) 

12 Robert Blanton (So.) 

28 Kyle McCarthy (Sr.) 

22 Harrison Smith (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Brandon Walker (Jr) 
P 43 Eric Maust (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


18 Duval Kamara (Jr) 
82 Robby Parris (Sr.) 
77 Matt Romine (Jr) 
76 Andrew Nuss (Jr) 
52 Braxston Cave (So.) 
78 Trevor Robinson (So.) 
75 Taylor Dever (ur) 
83 Mike Ragone (ur) 
10 Dayne Crist (So.) 
30 Steve Paskorz (ur) 
33 Robert Hughes (ur.) 


53 Morrice Richardson (Sr.) 

91 Emeka Nwankwo (Jr) 

93 Paddy Mullen (Sr) 

89 Kapron Lewis-Moore (Fr.) 

4] Scott Smith (Sr) 
Manti Te'o (Fr) 

46 Steve Filer (So.) 

8 Raeshon McNeil (Sr.) 
26 Jamoris Slaughter (So.) 
31 Sergio Brown (Sr) 

15 Dan McCarthy (So.) 


KR 5 Armando Allen (ur.) 
PR 23 Golden Tate (Jr) 


Oct. 31 Wash. State (San Antonio) 
Nov. 7 Navy 

Nov. 14 at Pittsburgh 

Nov. 21 Connecticut 

Nov. 28 at Stanford 


Nov. 15 vs. Navy 
Nov. 22 Syracuse 
Nov. 29 at USC 

Dec. 24 #Hawaii 


Nov. 8 at Boston College 


#Hawaii Bowl 


HEAD COACH: CHARLIE WEIS * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHARLIE WEIS * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CORWIN BROWN, JON TENUTA 


29-21 (4 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 29-21 (4 


W 21-13 Offense PerGame Rank 
W 35-17 | Scoring 24.7 ppg 67 
L 7-2} Rushing 109.7 ypg 100 
. ee Passing 245.4 ypg 34 
L 24-99 Total 355.1 ypg 65 
W 33-7 Defense PerGame Rank 
L (ot) 33-36 | Scoring 22.2 ppg 42 
L 0-17 | Rushing 134.2 ypg 45 
W 27-21 | Passing 195.7 ypg 43 
L 23-24 | Total 329.9 ypg 39 
ries TO Margin PerGame Rank 

3 -0.23 73 


YEARS, 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Passing: Jimmy Clausen, 440-268-3,172-17, 25 TDs 
Rushing: Armando Allen, 134 car., 585 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Golden Tate, 58 rec., 1,080 yds., 10 TDs 
Tackles: Kyle McCarthy, 110, 64 solo 

Sacks: Two players tied with 3.5 

Interceptions: Four players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


715 


The Beavers suffered a blow in the 
offseason when senior quarterback Lyle 
Moevao underwent surgery to repair a torn 
rotator cuff and to clean up collateral damage 
in his right shoulder. He missed spring practice, 
but the coaching staff is hoping he will be ready 
to go by August. Moevao isn’t always pretty, but 
he’s a team leader who gets the most out of his 
5'11", 220-pound body. The Beavers have 
some insurance in the form of Sean Canfield, a 
left-handed senior who started nine games in 
2007 and two games (both wins) in ’08. 

Sophomore tailback Jacquizz Rodgers was 
sensational as a runner and receiver and 
became the first true freshman to win the Pac- 
10 Offensive Player of the Year Award. He 
rushed for 1,253 yards and 11 touchdowns on 
259 carries and caught 29 passes for 247 yards 
and another touchdown. Rodgers was kept out 
of contact during spring practice as a 
precautionary measure. 


The Beavers have 19 Pac-10 wins in 
the past three years. They won only 
17 Pac-10 games from 1970-79, 10 
Pac-10 games from 1980-89, and 13 
Pac-10 games from 1990-99. 


Sammie Stroughter and Shane Morales, who 
combined to catch 124 passes for 1,783 yards 
and 15 touchdowns, must be replaced. Flanker 
James Rodgers, who caught 51 passes last 
season, is a major weapon as a receiver and as a 
runner (408 yards rushing) on the fly sweep. 

Offensive line coach Mike Cavanaugh is 
one of the best in the business, and he'll be 
tested again after three key contributors 
departed. However, guard Gregg Peat and 
center Alex Linnenkohl were full-time starters, 
and left tackle Mike Remmers was a part-time 
starter, so there’s a nucleus to build around. 


The defensive front is another area 


of concern as sack masters Victor Butler (12 
sacks) and Slade Norris (10 sacks) have 


departed. The lone returning full-time starter 
is tackle Stephen Paea, a solid run-stuffer. The 
Beavers have recorded 130 sacks the past three 
seasons, among the best in the nation. 

The linebacking corps, a recent strength at 
Oregon State, will be led by upperclassmen 
Keaton Kristick, Keith Pankey and Dwight 
Roberson. Kristick might move inside after 
two seasons on the outside. The Beavers are 
also high on middle backer David Paaluhi. 

The last time the Beavers broke in at least 
three new secondary starters (2005), they 
finished 115th of 117 teams in passing yards 
allowed. This time, though, projected starting 
corners Tim Clark and Patrick Henderson and 
safeties Suaesi Tuimaunei and Lance Mitchell 
have seen plenty of duty as backups and won't 
be as inexperienced as the 2005 group, which 
had three true or redshirt freshman starters. 


Justin Kahut had an uneven 
first year as the starting placekicker, in part 
because of a leg injury that hindered him early 
in the season. He missed a key extra point at 
Utah and was inconsistent inside 40 yards, but 
he did drill a game-winner on the final play at 
Arizona. Punter Johnny Hekker was awful 
early, but the light came on about midway 
through the season after some tinkering with 
his technique. 


The offense might have to 
carry the water early as a defensive unit that 
must replace its entire starting secondary and 
three-fourths of the starting line grows and 
matures. But Riley sees no reason why the 
amazing turnaround shouldn't 
continue and lead to their sixth bowl-game 


Beavers’ 


appearance in the past seven seasons. 

The conference schedule is formidable, with 
games at USC, Oregon, Cal and Arizona State, 
all of whom should contend for the Pac-10 
title. But the non-league slate is kinder than 
usual, with Portland State and Cincinnati at 
home and UNLV on the road. 


Portland State . 28 at Stanford L 28-36 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 at UNLV Sept. 6 at Penn State L 14-45 |) Scoring  30.5ppg 32 
Sept. 19 Cincinnati Sept. 13 Hawaii W 45-7 | Rushing 158lypg 49 
Sept. 26 Arizona Sept. 25 USC Wael Passing 249.0 ypg 30 
Oct. 3 at Arizona State pain Seth! Be itl 407.lypg 30 

Oct. 11 Washington State W 66-13 

Oct. 10 Stanford Oct. 18 at Washington W 34-13 Defense PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 24 at USC Nov. 1 Arizona State W 27-25 | Scoring 23.1ppg 47 
Oct. 31 UCLA Nov. 8 atUCLA W 34-6] Rushing 131.2ypg 40 
Nov. 7 at California Nov. 15 California W 34-21] Passing 180.9 ypg 22 
Nov. 14 Washington Nov. 22 at Arizona W 19-17 | Total 312.2 ypg 23 
Nov. 21 atWashington State | Now 29 Oregon SRAM TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 3 at Oregon Dec. 31 #Pittsburgh W 3-0 4] +0.08 55 


#Sun Bow! 


76 


HEAD COACH: MIKE RILEY * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 56-42 (8 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 56-42 (8 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DANNY LANGSDORF * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK BANKER 


‘ pi7_Pialilak ke 
JACOUILAV OD G Aes 


THE QUOTE 


“The running back (Jacquizz Rodgers) is the real 
deal. He’s got great, great vision. He sees 
everything. ... Without him in the bowl game, 
they were a different team.” 

— An opposing Pac-10 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 15 Darrell Catchings (ur) 
25 Casey Kjos (ur) 
8 James Rodgers (Jr) 
50 Mike Remmers (So.) 
61 Michael Lamb (So.) 
60 Alex Linnenkoh! (Jr.) 
73 Gregg Peat (Sr.) 
72 Timi Oshinowo (ur.) 
88 Howard Croom (Sr.) 
3 Lyle Moevao (Sr.) 
1 Jacquizz Rodgers (So.) 


DEFENSE (3) 

LE 55 Ben Terry (Sr) 

DT 54 Stephen Paea (Jr) 
DT 92 Mitchel Hunt (Ur) 

RE 74 Kevin Frahm (So.) 
SLB 32 Keaton Kristick (Sr.) 
MLB 45 David Pa’aluhi (So.) 
WLB 35 Keith Pankey (Jr) 
CB 21 Tim Clark (Sr) 

CB 3 Patrick Henderson (Sr.) 
S 28 Suaesi Tuimaunei (ur) 
S$ 10 Lance Mitchell (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 27 Justin Kahut (ur) 
P 7 Johnny Hekker (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


23 Jordan Bishop (Fr.) 
10 Kevan Walker (Fr.) 
18 Geno Munoz (Fr) 
64 Colin Kelly (Fr.) 
71 Brent McNeil (Jr) 
70 Grant Johnson (So.) 
74 Burke Ellis (So.) 

62 Geoff Garner (Fr.) 
83 Brady Camp (Ur) 

5 Sean Canfield (Sr) 
24 Ryan McCants (So.) 


77 Evan Hull (Jr) 

78 Brennan Olander (Ur) 
97 Sioeli Nau (Sr) 

99 Gabe Miller (ur) 

29 Zane Norris (Fr.) 

43 Tony Wilson (Fr) 

59 Dwight Roberson (ur) 
4 James Dockery (Ur) 
17 Brandon Hardin (So.) 
40 Cameron Collins (So.) 

26 Josh LaGrone (Fr.) 


KR SJames Rodgers (ur) 
PR 84 Taylor Kavanaugh (Sr) 


Passing: Lyle Moevao, 361-214-2,534-13, 19 TDs 
Rushing: Jacquizz Rodgers, 259 car., 1,253 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: James Rodgers, 51 rec., 607 yds., 4 TDs 


Tackles: Keaton Kristick, 82, 42 solo 


Sacks: Stephen Paea, 5 


Interceptions: Patrick Henderson, 1 for 39 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Larry Smith 


OFFENSE With quarterback Todd Reesing 
returning for his third year as a starter, Kansas 
is expected to field one of its top scoring 
attacks in school history. 

Reesing threw for 3,888 yards and 32 
touchdowns as a junior in 2008, when he 
ranked among the nation’s top 10 in 
completions, yards and total offense. He also 
holds virtually every school passing record, 
partly because of his ability to elude blitzing 
defenders and throw on the run, and partly 
because of a receiving corps that should be one 
of the nation’s best in 2009. 

Leading the pack is Dezmon Briscoe, a 6'3" 
200-pound junior who may be lured by NFL 
riches following the season. Briscoe's 1,407 
receiving yards ranked third in the NCAA in 
2008, and his 15 touchdowns were a school 
record. Briscoe and Kerry Meier, who had 97 
catches for 1,045 yards a year ago, form an 
enormously productive duo. While Briscoe is 
known for his big plays, Meier has developed 
into the guy Reesing looks for when the 
Jayhawks need to convert a crucial third down. 

Running back Jake Sharp returns after 
rushing for 860 yards. He'll have to maneuver 
through an offensive line that features only 
two returning starters. 


> 


Kansas has had four straight non- 
losing seasons, its longest such 
streak since the early 1960s. 


DEFENSE As strong as they'll be on offense, 
the Jayhawks again might struggle to keep 
teams out of the end zone — especially ones 
that throw. Kansas ranked 114th out of 119 
schools against the pass in 2008. Mangino says 
the units speed has been upgraded, 


particularly in the secondary, where All-Big 12 
safety Darrell Stuckey returns along with 
cornerback Justin Thornton, a converted 
safety who has seven career interceptions. 
Another problem for Kansas has been the 


lack of a pass rush from its ends. The Jayhawks 
are hoping junior college transfer and former 
Michigan signee Quintin Woods can help 
solve that problem along with rising star Jake 
Laptad, who had seven sacks after becoming a 
starter midway through last season. 

Linebacker, once one of the Jayhawks’ 
biggest strengths, is now arguably its biggest 
weakness. With former starters Mike Rivera, 
Joe Mortensen and James Holt all graduating, 
the Jayhawks will rely on a handful of young 
faces, including Justin Springer, to keep 
opponents out of the end zone. With little 
depth at linebacker, don’t be surprised if 
Kansas’ defense spends much of its time in a 
nickel package to make use of talented athletes 
such as Chris Harris and Ryan Murphy. 


SPECIALISTS Jacob Branstetter returns after 
making 9-of-12 field goal attempts in 2008, 
and punter Alonso Rojas is one of the league's 
best. The biggest challenge will be finding a 
productive kick returner a year after the 
Jayhawks ranked last in the league in that 
category with a 17.2-yard average. Briscoe is a 
possibility, but the job is wide open entering 
August two-a-days. 


FINAL ANALYSIS As long as Reesing stays 
healthy, Kansas’ offense will be good enough 
to keep the Jayhawks in every game. Briscoe 
should contend for first-team All-America 
honors, with Meier not far behind. Just like 
last year, though, the biggest issue will be the 
defense. 

The Jayhawks lost all three starting 
linebackers and didn’t have much waiting in 
the wings. While improved, the defensive line 
and secondary don’t appear to be anything 
special. With teams such as Oklahoma, Texas 
and Texas Tech on the schedule, that could 
spell trouble. 

Still, a Big 12 North title is a realistic and 
attainable goal. And remember, the Jayhawks 
play Nebraska in Lawrence. 


Northern Colorado Aug. 30 FIU Ww 40-10 Offense Ber Game! Rank 

Sept. 12 at UTEP Sept. 6 Louisiana Tech W 29-01 Scoring  334ppg 22 

Sept. 19 Duke Sept. 12 at South Florida L 34-37 Rushing 126.8 ypg 83 

Sept. 26 Southern Miss Sept--21) Sam Houston'St. W 36-14 Passing 305.6 ypg 8 
Oct. 4 at Iowa State W 35-33 

DoRILD ona sete Oct. 11 Colorado wf ead |e 

Oct. 17 at Colorado Oct. 18 at Oklahoma L 31-45 Defense PerGame Rank 

Oct. 24 Oklahoma Oct. 25 Texas Tech L 21-63 | Scoring 28.9 ppg 82 

Oct. 31 atTexas Tech Nov. 1 Kansas State W 52-21} Rushing 123.1 ypg 28 

Nov. 7 at Kansas State Nov. 8 at Nebraska L 35-45 | Passing 273.6 ypg 114 
Nov. 15 Texas L 7-35 

intel bet aac Nov. 29 vs. Missouri (K.C.) W 40-37 i . S87 4 

Nov. 21 atTexas , Dec. 31 #Minnesota EMO Margin Per Game Rank 

Nov. 28 vs. Missouri (K.C.) #insight Bow! +3 +0.23 45 


HEAD COACH: MARK MANGINO RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ED \ INER 


CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CLINT BOWEN, BILL MILLER 


45-41 (7 YE CAREER RECORD: 45-41 (7 


ARS 


"TODD REE: 


THE QUOTE 


YE body missed on Todd Re 
\ Not taking anything aw 
or their defense, or their ple 


1g — he’s a 
n their 
, (but) 


2esing is the reason they’ve gotten in the 
spotlight. He’s that special of a player. ” 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR_ 81 Jonathan Wilson (ur) 
WR 10 Kerry Meier (Sr) 
WR_ 80 Dezmon Briscoe (ur.) 
LT 72 Tanner Hawkinson (Fr.) 
LG 71 John Williams (Fr.) 
77 Jeremiah Hatch (So.) 
59 Sal Capra (Jr) 
74 Jeff Spikes (So.) 
86 Tim Biere (So.) 

5 Todd Reesing (Sr.) 
RB 1 Jake Sharp (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 91 Jake Laptad (Jr) 

DT 94 Caleb Blakesley (Sr.) 

DT 99 Jamal Greene (Jr.) 

DE Quintin Woods (ur.) 
41 Arist Wright (Sr.) 
45 Justin Springer (ur) 
16 Chris Harris (Jr.) 
46 Justin Thornton (Sr.) 
28 Daymond Patterson (So.) 
25 Darrell Stuckey (Sr.) 
26 Phillip Strozier (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Jacob Branstetter (ur.) 
P 18 Alonso Rojas (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


c 

RG 
RT 
TE 
QB 


29 Isiah Barfield (So.) 

9 Raimond Pendleton (Sr) 
89 Tertavian Ingram (Jr) 
63 Ian Wolfe (Jr) 

68 Carl Wilson (Jr) 

76 Brad Thorson (Jr) 

69 Trevor Marrongelli (Fr) 
63 Tan Wolfe (Jr) 

43 Ted McNulty (So.) 

10 Kerry Meier (Sr.) 

36 Deshaun Sands (Fr.) 


84 Jeff Wheeler (Sr.) 

92 Patrick Dorsey (So.) 
97 Richard Johnson ur. (So.) 
47 Maxwell Onyegbule (Sr) 
58 Jake Schermer (Sr.) 
52 Steven Johnson (So.) 
23 Ryan Murphy (So.) 

30 Anthony Davis (So.) 
23 Ryan Murphy (So.) 

44 Olaitan Oguntodu (ur) 
39 Lubbock Smith (Fr) 


KR 80 Dezmon Briscoe (ur.) 
PR 28 Daymond Patterson (So.) 


Passing: Todd Reesing, 495-329-3,888-13, 32 TDs 
Rushing: Jake Sharp, 186 car., 860 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Kerry Meier, 97 rec., 1,045 yds., 8 TDs 


Tackles: Darrell Stuckey, 98, 60 solo 


Sacks: Jake Laptad, 7 


Interceptions: Darrell Stuckey, 5 for 33 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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OFFENSE All the pieces are in place for NC 
State to score a lot of points. Russell Wilson 
was the first-team All-ACC quarterback last 
season as a freshman and has most of his main 
targets back, including wideouts Owen 
Spencer and Jarvis Williams. 

Senior running backs Jamelle Eugene and 
Toney Baker (who's returned from a knee 
injury) will blast through holes created by a 
veteran offensive line led by senior right tackle 
Jeraill McCuller. Even the backup quarterback, 
redshirt freshman Mike Glennon, looks 
promising. 

Depth on the offensive line, which may rely 
on some redshirt freshmen to give the starters 
relief, could be a problem. But Wilson's 
leadership is not to be underestimated. His 
impact is much greater than the statistics he 
posted, which included an ACC-leading 17 
touchdown passes and 249 consecutive passes 
without an interception. His teammates 
believe that when he’s on the field, he is going 
to find a way to make a big play either with his 
fleet feet or his arm, and they know he’s 
probably not going to turn the ball over. That 
confidence will be an important thing for this 


offense. 


DEFENSE A tough, experienced front seven 
puts the Wolfpack in position for a strong 
season defensively. All four starters on the 
defensive front are seniors. 

End Willie Young, who opted to return 
after flirting with early entry to the NFL, is 
looking to add to his career total of 12 sacks. 
Leroy Burgess, who steps into a_ starting 
position at tackle, had an excellent spring. He 
will be flanked by Alan-Michael Cash, who 
might be the most underrated player in the 
ACC. He is undersized at 286 pounds but 


NC State should have five senior 
starters on its front seven on 
defense, including all four 
defensive linemen. 


creates a lot of havoc in the backfield. 

Junior Nate Irving has uncanny 
anticipation plus the speed and power to 
make big hits all over the field from his 
boundary linebacker position. He is the guy 
linebackers coach Andy McCollum calls the 
heart and soul of the defense, which clearly 
wasnt the same when Irving missed three 
games last season. NC State lost every one of 
those games. With returning starter Ray 
Michel in place at middle linebacker, the only 
unsettled position on the front seven is field 
linebacker. Sophomore Audie Cole, a surprise 
in the spring, and talented redshirt freshman 
Terrell Manning will fight it out for that 
position. 

With DeAndre Morgan and _ promising 
sophomore Dominique Ellis at the cornerback 
spots, the biggest question mark on defense is 
at the safety positions. Senior Clem Johnson 
has the most experience there, but he was 
injury-prone last season. 


SPECIALISTS The return game is in great 
shape with sophomore T.J. Graham, who set a 
school single-season record with 1,028 kickoff 
return yards (25.1 per) last season. Junior Josh 
Czajkowski made 16-of-19 field goal 
attempts. The punting situation is less certain, 
though, as NC State is counting on incoming 
freshman Chris Ward to step in and take the 
starting job. 


FINAL ANALYSIS There's no reason NC State 
shouldn't challenge for the top spot in the 
Atlantic Division. The Wolfpack have 
excellent players at the skill positions and a 
strong defensive front, and will get typically 
steady coaching from ‘Tom O’Brien in his third 
season in Raleigh. 

After overcoming a 2-6 start and winning 
its last four games of the regular season en 
route to a 6~7 finish, NC State should be able 
to carry over its momentum into the 09 
campaign. 


2003 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (6-7, 4-4) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3 South Carolina Aug. 28 at South Carolina L 0334 | Ie PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Murray State Sept. 6 William & Mary W 34-24 | Scoring 23.5 ppg _—80 
Sept. 19 Gardner-Webb Sept. 13 at Clemson L 27 | Rushing 123.2ypg «87 
Sept. 26 Pittsburgh Sept. 20 Fast Carolina W (0030-24 | passing 206.0 ypg «65 
Oct. 3 atWake Forest Sept. 27 South Florida L 10-41 Total 329.2 ypg 88 
Oct. 4 Boston College L 3138 
Oct. 10 Duke Oct. 16 Florida State Lt 17-96 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Boston College Oct. 25 at Maryland L 24-27 | Scoring 26.3 ppg 65 
Oct. 31 at Florida State Nov. 8 at Duke W 27-17 | Rushing 142.2ypg 66 
Nov. 7 Maryland Nov. 15 Wake Forest W 21-17 | Passing 248.7 ypg %6 
Nov. 14 Clemson Nov. 22 at North Carolina W 41-10 Total 390.9 ypg 83 
Nov. 21 at Virginia Tech Nov. 29 Miami ME TO Margin PerGame — Rank 
Nov. 28 North Carolina Dec, 2) wPRutgers sie ad EEE +062 22 


HEAD COACH: TOM O'BRIEN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1 


78 


#Papajohns.com Bow! 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DANA BIBLE « DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE ARCHER 


YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 85-59 (12 YEAR 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 
LT 
LG 


c 

RG 
RT 
TE 
QB 


FB 
RB 


5 Jarvis Williams (Jr) 
13 Owen Spencer (ur.) 
70 Jake Vermiglio (ur.) 
73 Julian Williams (Sr) 
58 Ted Larsen (Sr.) 

74 Andy Barbee (Sr) 

50 Jeraill McCuller (Sr.) 
84 George Bryan (So.) 
16 Russell Wilson (So.) 
47 Taylor Gentry (So.) 
29 Jamelle Eugene (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 98 Shea McKeen (Sr.) 
DT 95 Leroy Burgess (Sr) 


DT 49 Alan-Michael Cash (Sr.) 


DE 97 Willie Young (Sr.) 

OLB 42 Audie Cole (So.) 

MLB 44 Ray Michel (Sr.) 
56 Nate Irving (Jr.) 


80 Donald Bowens (ur.) 
6 Tw. Graham (So.) 
66 Sam Jones (Fr.) 
64 Andrew Wallace (Fr.) 
54 Henry Lawson (So.) 
72 Zach Allen (Fr) 
79 R.J. Mattes (Fr) 
87 Mario Carter (Fr) 
8 Mike Glennon (Fr) 
48 Colby Jackson (Fr) 
22 Toney Baker (Sr.) 


11 Audi Augustin (Jr) 

52 JR. Sweezy (So.) 

90 Nathan Mageo (Jr.) 

99 Jeff Rieskamp (So.) 

35 Terrell Manning (Fr.) 
7 Sterling Lucas (So.) 

4) Dwayne Maddox (So.) 


21 DeAndre Morgan (vr) 
20 Dominique Ellis (So.) 
19 Clem Johnson (Sr) 

32 Jimmaul Simmons (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Josh Czajkowski (ur) 
P Chris Ward (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Russell Wilson, 275-150-1,955-1, 17 TDs 
Rushing: Jamelle Eugene, 95 car., 442 yds., 2TDs 
Receiving: Owen Spencer, 31 rec., 691 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Ray Michel, 85, 39 solo 

Sacks: Willie Young, 6.5 

Interceptions: Nate Irving, 4 for 83 yds. 


33 Koyal George (Sr.) 
46 C.J. Wilson (Fr.) 
27 Earl Wolff (Fr) 
28 Justin Byers (So.) 


KR 6 Tu. Graham (So.) 
PR 6 Tu. Graham (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Bruce Schwartzman 


Chris Covatta 


OFFENSE Quite possibly, TCU’s best-kept 
secret is its offense. The Horned Frogs have 
been known for defense since coach Gary 
Patterson took over for the 2001 season, but 
four of the five highest-scoring teams in TCU 
history have come under Patterson’s watch. 
This season, TCU returns four offensive 
starters, but the number could be bumped up 
if you include Ryan Christian and/or Joseph 
Turner at tailback, since the two rotated with 
senior Aaron Brown last season. Those two 
were limited most of the spring with minor 
injuries and will be pushed by impressive 
redshirt freshman Ed Wesley this season. 

Quarterback Andy Dalton will be starting 
for the third straight year. Dalton helped TCU 
to a single-season school record in both points 
scored (437) and touchdowns (56) last season. 
In 2008, Dalton threw five of his career-high 
11 touchdowns passes to Jimmy Young, who 
returns after falling only 12 yards short of 
becoming TCU’s second 1,000-yard receiver 
in school history. 

The Frogs have always believed in running 
the ball to be successful — and that shouldn't 
change with two coaches being promoted to 
co-offensive coordinators — but TCU will 
have to make sure it shores up the guard 
positions on the offensive line. 

52- 
Their first defeat in that 
scenario came last season in 


Utah’s last-minute, come-from-behind 13-10 
win over TCU in Salt Lake City. 


The Frogs are 52-1 under 
coach Gary Patterson when 
allowing 17 points or fewer. 


DEFENSE Matching last year's defensive 


numbers — No. 1 in the nation in total 


defense (217.8 ypg) and No. | in rush defense 
(47.1 ypg) — may be nearly impossible, 
especially since the Frogs graduated seven 
starters, including several who were the heart 
and soul of that team. But don’t be duped. 


Patterson always seems to reload — that’s why 
TCU has had the nation’s No. 1 total defense 
three times in the last nine years. 

Patterson has said that this year’s defense 
could be “as fast of a defense as we were a year 
ago or faster.” With All-America defensive end 
Jerry Hughes and speedy linebacker Daryl 
Washington to boot, Patterson’s probably 
right. Hughes will have a new line to break in. 
The right end position could see quite a battle 
between Wayne Daniels, Ross Forrest and 
Braylon Broughton, each of whom impressed 
Patterson with their offseason workouts and 
spring performances. 

In the secondary, corners Nick Sanders and 
Rafael Priest have started every game for the 
last three years, but look for Jason Teague and 
Greg McCoy, the fastest player on the team 
(4.32 in the 40), to help push and make the 
veterans better. If Tekerrein Cuba can return to 
full form after last season’s knee injury, the 
Frogs will be much better off at weak safety. 


SPECIALISTS The Frogs still need to find a 
kickoff specialist, and the job will likely go to 
sophomore Ross Evans, who also handles PAT 
and field goal duties. A healthy Jeremy Kerley 
instantly boosts TCU in the punt return 
category as he earned AIl-MWC return 
specialist honors last season. The Frogs are also 
in really good shape at punter after Anson 
Kelton averaged 41.3 yards per punt last 
season and pinned 30 inside the 20-yard line. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With only 15. seniors, 
TCU’s squad is still pretty young, so finding 
emotional leaders will be key. If the Frogs can 
make it out of September — when they have 
games at both Virginia and Clemson — 
unscathed, they could quite possibly be the 
next BCS-busting team. At the very least, the 
Frogs should once again be in the running for 
the Mountain West Conference title. But that’s 
not the only goal for this group after last 
season's 1 1—2 finish and No. 7 final ranking. 


Sept. 12 at Virginia . 30 at New Mexico W Offense Por Games Rank 
Sept. 19 Texas State Sept. 6 Stephen F. Austin W 67-7) Scoring  33.6ppg 221 
Sept. 26 at Clemson Sept. 13 Stanford W 31-14 | Rushing 220.2ypg sd 
Oct. 3 SMU Sept at 8 : if Passing 20Llypg 72 
Oct. 10 at Air Force ag ‘ ae one Wa? | Total 4213 yg 24 
Oct. 17 Colorado State Oct. 11 at Colorado State Wo a7 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at BYU Oct. 16 BYU W 32-7 | Scoring 11.3 ppg 2 
Oct. 31 UNLV Oct. 25 Wyoming w 54-7] Rushing 47.1 ypg 1 
Nov. 7 atSan Diego State Nov. 1 at UNLV W 44-14 | Passing 170.7 ypg ll 
Nov. 14 Utah Nov. 6 at Utah L 10-13 | Total 217.8 ypg l 
Nov. 21 atWyoming Nov. 22 Air Force MERA TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov.28° (New Mexico Dec. 23 #Boise State W 17-16 +3 41.00 10 


#Poinsettia Bowl 


HEAD COACH: GARY PATTERSON * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 73-2. 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: JARRETT ANDERSON, JUSTIN FUENTE » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DICK BUMPAS 


/ (9 YEARS) = CAREER RECORD: 73-27 (9 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 
“They don’t blitz as much as people think they 
do, and they count on a four-man rush a lot. So 
ansive ends have to be big-time 
players.” 
— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR 13 Antoine Hicks (So.) 
88 Jimmy Young (ur.) 
85 Jeremy Kerley (Jr) 
70 Marshall Newhouse (Sr.) 
72 Kyle Dooley (So.) 
76 Jake Fitzpatrick (Jr) 
78 Josh Vernon (ur) 
61 Marcus Cannon (ur.) 
84 Evan Frosch (Jr) 
14 Andy Dalton (Jr) 
24 Joseph Turner (Sr) 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE 98 Jerry Hughes (Sr.) 
DT 69 Kelly Griffin (ur) 
DT 57 Cory Grant (Jr) 
DE 96 Wayne Daniels (Jr) 
41 Daryl Washington (Sr.) 
43 Tank Carder (So.) 
20 Nick Sanders (Sr.) 
10 Rafael Priest (Sr.) 
25 Sir Demarco Bledsoe (So.) 
3 Tejay Johnson (uJr.) 
30 Tekerrein Cuba (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Ross Evans (So.) 
P 47 Anson Kelton (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Andy Dalton, 307-182-2,242-5, 11 TDs 
Rushing: Joseph Turner, 146 car., 577 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Jimmy Young, 59 rec., 988 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Daryl Washington, 63, 41 solo 

Sacks: Jerry Hughes, 15 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


2 Curtis Clay (Ur) 
83 Jonathan Jones (So.) 
6 Bart Johnson (Jr) 
77 Spencer Thompson (So.) 
66 Blaize Foltz (Fr.) 
64 James Fry (Fr) 
71 Zach Roth (Jr) 
79 Nic Richmond (Sr.) 
80 Logan Brock (So.) 
11 Marcus Jackson (Sr) 
18 Ryan Christian (Sr) 


95 Clarence Leatch (Sr) 
94 Henry Niutei (Jr) 
93 Jeremy Coleman (Fr) 
52 Ross Forrest (So.) 
33 Kris Gardner (So.) 
35 Tanner Brock (Fr.) 
27 Jason Teague (ur) 

7 Greg McCoy (So.) 
28 Colin Jones (ur.) 

9 Alex Ibiloye (Ur) 
19 Corderra Hunter (Sr.) 


KR 18 Ryan Christian (Sr.) 
PR 85 Jeremy Kerley (ur) 


{#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


79 


OFFENSE When West Virginia lost a couple 
games early last season, the mantra around the 
Mountain State was that new head coach Bill 
Stewart was given the keys to a Porsche — and 
steered it into a ditch. 

Now, Stewart seems more settled. However, 
with NCAA record-breaker Pat White gone, 
he'll be driving more of a hybrid. Jarrett Brown 
is the quarterback, and Stewart has recruited 
more receivers. His staff has installed more of 
a high-tech passing game. And the hope in 
Morgantown is that this model will get more 
mileage over the long haul. 

“Daggone, we just have to spread the wealth 
a little more,” says the Mountaineer coach. 

WVU still has fine tailback Noel Devine, 
who has All-America potential. And the 6'4", 
221-pound Brown can run. The Mountaineers 
are determined to show they can pass out of 
the team’s spread offense. And they believe 
Brown, a former Florida Class 6-A first-team 
all-state quarterback, is the man to do so. 

“We're very excited about Jarrett,” says 
WVU offensive coordinator Jeff Mullen. 
“He'll be given the opportunity to do some 
really special things.” 


West Virginia has won nine 
games or more in each of the 
past four seasons. It’s the 
longest such streak in school 
history. 


A problem is there’s no proven backup, 
although incoming freshman Eugene Smith is 
expected to be the team’s next star. Ditto at 
running back. Devine, a 5'8", 175-pound 
junior, is a serious threat who rushed for 1,289 
yards last season. But behind him, the 
Mountaineers may have to look to freshmen. 

WVU also has personnel issues along its 
front. Gone are four of the five linemen who 
started most of the season. The Mountaineers 
do return some experience, though, especially 
in right tackle Selvish Capers. 


DEFENSE West Virginia's defense was a nice 
surprise last season, and the team returns 19 
lettermen. If Tevita Finau, a junior college 
transfer, finally makes it to Morgantown, West 
Virginia should be very good along its 
defensive front. In fact, the front could be one 
of WVU’s strengths. “I think we already have 
two really good football players (along the line) 
in Chris Neild and Scooter Berry,” says WVU 
defensive coordinator Jeff Casteel. “Neild is 
maybe as good a nose as we've had in the eight 
years I've been here.” 

At linebacker, West Virginia will have 
trouble replacing Mortty Ivy, but the 
Mountaineers welcome back 2008 Fiesta Bowl 
Defensive Player of the Game Reed Williams, 
who was injured last year. J.T. Thomas, now a 
junior, is solid on the weak side. 

Brandon Hogan should capably man one 
corner position, but the battle for the second 
will extend into fall camp. Robert Sands 
played well last season as a true freshman at 
free safety but looked better at bandit in the 
spring. 


SPECIALISTS The special teams units are a 
pressing concern. Last season’s kickoff coverage 
unit was horrible, finishing 117th out of 119 
FBS teams. Also, standout kicker and punter 
Pat McAfee is gone. 


FINAL ANALYSIS West Virginia's national 
aspirations will be set up by its non-conference 
schedule. Last season, the Mountaineers failed 
in that area, losing at East Carolina and 
Colorado before showing a spark by downing 
Auburn. This year, East Carolina and 
Colorado visit Morgantown, while WVU is at 
Auburn. There’s pressure on Stewart, but the 
schedule is maneuverable. Even if the 
Mountaineers lose at Auburn, they could start 


the season 6-1 before heading to South 
Florida. And if Brown elevates his game at 
quarterback and his offensive line develops, 
WVU has a shot at winning the Big East title. 


Liberty 30 Villanova W 48-21 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12. East Carolina Sept. 6 at East Carolina L 3-24) Scoring 245ppg 73 
Sept. 19 at Auburn Sept. 18 at Colorado L (ot) 14-17 | Rushing 209.9 ypq 15 
Oct. 1 Colorado it tay pe W 3) passing 150.5 ypg 104 
Oct. 10 at Syracuse Oct. 4 Rutgers W 24-17 Total 360.4 ypg 59 

' Oct. 11 Syracuse W I7-6 

Oct. 17 Marshall Oct. 23 Auburn W 34-17 Defense PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 24 Connecticut Nov. 1 at Connecticut W 35-13 | Scoring 17.0 ppg ll 
Oct. 30 at South Florida Nov. 8 Cincinnati L (ot) 23-26 | Rushing 131.6 ypg 41 
Nov. 7 Louisville Nov. 22 at Louisville W 35-21 | Passing 197.3 ypg 47 
Nov. 13. at Cincinnati Nov. 28 at Pittsburgh £. a5-19 Total 328.9 ypg 36 
Nov. 27 Pittsburgh Dec. 6 South Florida Ww 13-7 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec, 5 at Rutgers Dec. 27 #North Carolina W 31-30 412 +0.92 16 


#Meineke Car Care Bowl 
HEAD COACH: Bill STEWART * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 9-4 (1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 18-29 (4 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JEFF MULLEN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JEFF CASTEEL 


WOEL DEVINE 


THE QUOTE 


“They lose a lot of their aura and swagger 

with Pat White gone. But Jarrett Brown is a 

big, strong kid with experience who knows 
the system.” 


= An opposing Big East assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 82 Alric Arnett (Sr) 
14 Bradley Starks (So.) 
9 Jock Sanders (ur.) 
64 Don Barclay (So.) 
77 Josh Jenkins (So.) 
61 Eric Jobe (ur.) 
57 Jeff Braun (Fr.) 
66 Selvish Capers (Sr.) 
89 Tyler Urban (So.) 
16 Jarrett Brown (Sr.) 
7 Noel Devine (Jr) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE Tevita Finau (Jr) 

NT 90 Chris Neild (Jr) 

DT 93 Scooter Berry (ur) 
SLB 49 Ovid Goulbourne (Sr) 
MLB 47 Reed Williams (Sr) 
WLB 30 J.T. Thomas (ur.) 

CB 22 Brandon Hogan (ur.) 
CB 38 Keith Tandy (So.) 
BAN 28 Robert Sands (So.) 
SS 11 Sidney Glover (Jr.) 
FS 24 Eain Smith (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K = 14 Tyler Bitancurt (Fr.) 
P 37 Scott Kozlowski (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


4 Wes Lyons (Sr) 
2 Logan Heastie (Fr) 
Tavon Austin (Fr) 

58 Levi Pardee (Fr.) 
60 John Bassler (Fr.) 
74 Joe Madsen (Fr.) 
59 Matt Timmerman (Jr) 
67 Jon Walko (Sr) 

6 Will Johnson (ur) 

8 Coley White (Fr.) 
23 Mark Rodgers (So.) 


97 Julian Miller (So.) 
94 Josh Taylor (So.) 
91 Jorge Wright (Fr.) 
31 Pat Lazear (Jr) 
45 Anthony Leonard (Jr.) 
52 Najee Goode (So.) 

3 Eddie Davis (ur) 

17 Kent Richardson (Sr:) 
20 Boogie Allen (Sr) 

12 Nate Sowers (Sr.) 

12 Nate Sowers (Sr.) 


KR 23 Mark Rodgers (So.) 
PR 9 Jock Sanders (ur.) 


Passing: Jarrett Brown, 30-22-114-1, 1TD 
Rushing: Noel Devine, 206 car., 1,289 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Jock Sanders, 53 rec., 462 yds., 7 TDs 


Tackles: J.T. Thomas, 65, 23 solo 


Sacks: Julian Miller, 3.5 


Interceptions: Brandon Hogan, 3 for 61 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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CLEMSON, S.C. _ CLE 


The Tigers weren't very good on 
this side of the ball last year, and that was 
remarkable given that they boasted the ACC’s 
top three vote-getters for preseason Player of 
the Year (quarterback Cullen Harper and 
running backs James Davis and C.J. Spiller). 

The problems began with a young and 
injury-plagued offensive line. The Tigers gave 
up 34 sacks and somehow rushed for only 
111.5 yards per game. In steps former tight 
ends coach Billy Napier, a 29-year-old who's 
been handed the offensive reins after the 
midseason firing of Rob Spence. 

Harper is gone, and a lot of Clemson fans 
think that’s a good thing. Willy Korn would 
figure to be the favorite to replace him based 
on the fact that he’s been on campus since 
January 2007, and he’s actually played in 
games (127 career snaps). But it would be 
unwise to write off Kyle Parker, a strong-armed 
redshirt freshman. 


The Tigers managed only 14 
sacks last season. Their 1.08 
sacks per game tied for 
108th in the nation. 


Spiller made a major splash by electing to 
remain for his senior season, and everything 
will be built around his talents. Davis is gone, 
but the Tigers still have capable backs behind 
Spiller. Sophomore Jamie Harper lost 20 
pounds during the offseason and looked good 
during the spring. Redshirt freshman Andre 
Ellington has potential and could make a big 
impact this season. 

The biggest question mark might be 
receiver after the departures of Aaron Kelly 
and Tyler Grisham. Senior Jacoby Ford had 55 
catches for 710 yards last season, but beyond 
that there's little experience. 

As for that offensive line, the unquestioned 
weakness of last year’s team should be better 
this season. The only loss, center Bobby 
Hutchinson, is negligible. 


| j 


=0 


New co-defensive coordinator 
Kevin Steele, formerly of Alabama, isn’t 
orchestrating a massive overhaul of a group that 
was solid under predecessor Vic Koenning. The 
Tigers are good up front and in the secondary, 
but linebacker could be a weakness. Other than 
senior Kavell Conner and sophomore Brandon 
Maye, there’s just not a lor Steele can count on. 

The front four lost three tackles (Dorell 
Scott, Rashaad Jackson, Jock McKissic) from a 
line that generated a feeble pass rush last 
season. The good news is there’s plenty of 
talent returning. At strong-side end, it’s only a 
matter of time before sophomore Da’ Quan 
Bowers becomes a star. On the inside, Jarvis 
Jenkins and Brandon Thompson form a 
potent tandem. At “bandit” end, Ricky Sapp 
should be a force if he recovers from a torn 
ACL suffered late last season. 

Veteran cornerbacks Chris Chancellor and 
Crezdon Butler give Steele the confidence to 
play man coverage. Junior DeAndre McDaniel 
is a natural fit to replace Michael Hamlin at 
strong safety. Chris Clemons will be tough to 
replace at free safety. 


Junior Richard Jackson and 
redshirt freshman Spencer Benton are battling 
to fill the shoes of dependable kicker Mark 
Buchholz. Sophomore Dawson Zimmerman is 
expected to handle punting duties after the 
departure of Jimmy Maners. 


Athletics director Terry 
Don Phillips took a calculated gamble by 
giving the head coaching job to a 39-year-old 
assistant who's never served as a coordinator, 
let alone as a head coach. Dabo Swinney has 
managed to galvanize the fan base, but it won't 
matter if wins don’t come quickly. The Tigers 
have enough talent to rise up and finally win 
the Adlantic Division after four failed attempts. 
But there are enough question marks 
(quarterback, receiver, linebacker, kicker) to be 
skeptical. 


SON 
TCERS 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 21 Xavier Dye (Jr) 
WR 6 Jacoby Ford (Sr) 


81 Jaron Brown (Fr.) 
26 Marquan Jones (So.) 
77 JK. day (Fr) 

73 David Smith (So.) 

55 Dalton Freeman (Fr.) 


LT 61 Chris Hairston (Jr) 
LG 65 Thomas Austin (Sr.) 
62 Mason Cloy (So.) 


74 Antoine McClain (So.) 


86 Michael Palmer (Sr.) 


c 

RG 

RT 72 Landon Walker (So.) 
TE 

QB 


11 Kyle Parker (Fr.) 
RB 28 Cu. Spiller (Sr.) 
RB 8 Jamie Harper (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 


LE 93 Da’Quan Bowers (So.) 


DT 99 Jarvis Jenkins (Jr) 


DT 98 Brandon Thompson (So.) 


RE 7 Ricky Sapp (Sr) 
SLB 44 Scotty Cooper (Ur) 


MLB 20 Brandon Maye (So.) 


64 Wilson Norris (So.) 

76 Cory Lambert (Sr) 

83 Dwayne Allen (Fr} 
3 Willy Korn (So.) 

23 Andre Ellington (Fr) 
5 Rendrick Taylor (Sr.) 


40 Andre Branch (So.) 

8 Jamie Cumbie (ur) 
94 Rennie Moore (So.) 
24 Kevin Alexander (Sr.) 
48 Jeremy Campbell (Sr) 
46 Jonathan Willard (Fr.) 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS Win ia Koeel Gomer (52) 17 Stanley Hunter (50. 
Sept. 5 Middle Tennessee | Aug. 30 vs. Alabama L 10-34 | SEEMS §=— | ce 38 Chris Chancellor (Sx) 12 Marcus Gilchrist (Jr) 
Sept. 10 at Georgia Tech Sept. 6 The Citadel W 45-17! Scoring  25.2ppg 60 CB 18 Crezdon Butler (Sr.) 36 Byron Maxwell (dr) 
Sept. 19 Boston College Sept. 13 NCState W 27-9) Rushing 1115 ypg 99 SS 2 DeAndre McDaniel (Jr) 32 Carlton Lewis (Fr) 
Sept.26 TCU ait, - ver a State se Passing 217.9 ypg 58 FS 27 Sadat Chambers (Sr) 31 Rashard Hall (Fr.) 
Oct. 3. at Maryland cee ie Dae Total 3294ypg —s87 SPECIAL TEAMS 

Oct at Wake Forest b. 4 K 2B Benton (Fr) KR 28 Cw. Spiller (Sr) 
Oct. 17 Wake Forest Oct. 18 Georgia Tech Lt 17-21 Defense PerGame Rank Spencer anaes sah ; 
a _ 9 A P 96 Dawson Zimmerman (So.) PR 28 C.J. Spiller (Sr.) 
Oct. 24 at Miami Nov. latBostonCollege W 27-21 | Scoring I3ppg 13 
Oct. 31 Coastal Carolina | Nov. 8atFloridaState 1 27-41 | Rushing 127.4ypg 36 ~—|,- RETURNING LEADERS 
Nov. 7 Florida State Nov. 15 Duke W 31-71] Passing 1725ypg 12 Pascale Wena ee ccna Ie 
Nov. 14 at NC State Nov. 22 at Virginia w 2B3 Total 299.9 ypg 18 peshion: C.J. Spiller, = Car., 2 fa a 
Nov. 21 Virginia Nov. 29 South Carolina MERSIN TO Margin PerGame Rank Receiving: Jacnhy Ford 53 tee 70 yes 1 O8 
b f Jan. 1 #Nebraska L 21-26 08 7 Tackles: Kavell Conner, 125, 66 solo 
Nov. 28 at South Carolina -1 “0: 6 Sacks: Three players tied with 2 


#Gator Bowl 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Interceptions: Crezdon Butler, 4; Chris Chancellor, 4 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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LUBBOCK, TEXAS JONES AT&T STADIUM ( 


The lasting memory from 2008 — 
Texas Tech’s most memorable season in the Big 
12 — was Graham Harrell’s iestacond 
touchdown pass to Michael Crabtree for a 
game-winning touchdown in a 39-33 victory 
over then-No. | Texas. So what do you do for 
an encore after an 11-1 regular season and 
Texas Tech's first-ever share of the Big 12 
South title? Who knows? But it will happen 
without Harrell and Crabtree. 

Coach Mike Leach, who received a new, 
five-year, $12.7 million deal after a near- 
showdown with administrators over contract 
language, is looking to start over with 
quarterback ‘Taylor Potts. Even though 
Crabtree, a two-time Biletnikoff Award winner 
as the nation’s top receiver, is gone, Leach says 
the 2009 receiving corps could be deeper and 
more athletic than last year’s. Veteran receivers 
Edward Britton, Detron Lewis and Lyle Leong 
return, and Leach has some fresh faces to add 
to the mix, including Eric Ward, a top recruit 
who initially committed to Oklahoma. 

Leach loves his running game, led by Baron 
Batch, who averaged 6.7 yards per carry last 
season, and 5'9" redshirt freshman Harrison 
Jeffers, a fiery competitor who is hard to find 
behind ‘Tech’s hulking offensive line. The line 
took some hits with the loss of All-Big 12 left 
guard Louis Vasquez, left tackle Rylan Reed 
and center Ryan Hamby. But Tech has three 
veterans returning, including 6'7", 374-pound 
Brandon Carter. 


Texas Tech netted an 
average of 29.2 yards 
per punt last season, 
which ranked 118th of 
119 Division I-A teams. 


Ruffin McNeill showed in his first 
full season as defensive coordinator that Texas 
Tech could be a factor on defense. Tech came 
up with 34 sacks, 18 interceptions and a plus- 
8 turnover margin. McNeill even got a raise — 


from $290,000 to $330,000 — thanks to 
Leach’s ability to secure $400,000 in new 
money for his assistants. 
But McNeill had sack artists Brandon 
Williams (13 sacks) and McKinner Dixon 
(nine) and ball-hawking safeties Darcel 
McBath (seven interceptions) and Daniel 
Charbonnet (five) anchoring his defense in 
2008. All but Dixon have moved on, and even 
Dixon's future is in question. The senior was 
suspended indefinitely by Leach for academic 
reasons. So McNeill may have to rely on 
veteran backups at end while possibly having to 
plug in two freshmen at safety, including Will 
Ford, who initially committed to Oklahoma. 
The veteran in the Red Raiders’ secondary 
will be senior cornerback Jamar Wall, who led 
the team with 11 pass breakups last season. 
The heart and soul of the defense should be at 
linebacker, where leading tackler Brian % 
Duncan will patrol the middle with Bront Bird 
and Marlon Williams on the outside. 


Matt Williams, who walked on 
as kicker after winning a field goal contest last 
season, returns to handle placements after 
Donnie Carona continued to struggle with 
extra points in the spring. Carona may handle 
the punting. Several players are vying to return 
punts and kicks, led by receivers Cornelius 
Douglas and Britton. 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 19 Lyle Leong (ur.) 
27 Edward Britton (Sr.) 


8 Jacoby Franks (So.) 
80 Adrian Reese (Jr) 


rs WR 17 Detron Lewis (ur.) 86 Alex Torres (Jr) 

There are probably too | wr 11 Tramain Swindall (So) 2 Cornelius Douglas (Ft) 
many questions to think Texas Tech could LT 76 Brandon Carter (Sr.) 68 Terry McDaniel (Fr) 
repeat its 11-1 regular season of 2008. But LG 70 Chris Olson (ur) 76 Brandon Carter (Sr) 
Tech is always a tough match-up. C 51 Shawn Byrnes (Sr) 70 Chris Olson (ur) 

Potts is the heir apparent at quarterback, but RG 77 Mickey Okafor (So.) 66. Deveric Gallington (Fr.) 

Leach called his performance in the spring RT 67 Marlon Winn (Sr) 59 Joe King (Fr.) 
game “average.” The defense and run ning game QB 15 Taylor Potts (Ur) 7 Seth Doege (Fr.) 
may have to carry Tech early until Potts finds a | RB 25 Baron Batch (Jr) 10 Harrison Jeffers (Fr) 
groove. Possibly starting two freshmen safeties DEFENSE (7) 
is a lot to ask in the pass-happy Big 12. | pe 91 Rajon Henley (Sr) 53 Daniel Howard (Sr) 
Agreeing to move the Texas game in Austin NT — 6 Colby Whitlock (Jr) 4 Victor Hunter (Sr.) 
from Nov. 7 to Sept. 19 for primetime TV DT 94 Chris Perry (So.) 99 Richard Jones (Sr) 
means Tech has to get sharp in a hurry. DE 92 Brandon Sharpe (Sr.) 46 Sandy Riley (Sr) 


SLB 20 Bront Bird (Jr.) 
MLB 57 Brian Duncan (Jr) 


45 Tyrone Sonier (So.) 
41 Sam Fehoko (So.) 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (1-2, 7-1) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS WLB 39 Marlon Williams (Sr) 35 Blake Collier (Sr) 
Sept. 5 North Dakota Aug. 30 Eastern Washington W 49-24 Offense PerGame Rank CB 3 Jamar Wall (Sr. 98 LaRon Moore (Jr) 
Sept. 12 Rice Sept. 6 at Nevada W 35-19 | Scoring 43.8 ppg 3 CB 33 Brent Nickerson (Sr) 28 LaRon Moore (Jr) 
Sept. 19 at Texas Sept. 13 SMU W 43-7 | Rushing 117.9 ypg 94 SS _ 16 Cody Davis (Fr) 32 Brett Dewhurst (Jr) 
Sept. 26 at Houston ae " ie - =i Passing 413.2 ypg 1 FS 26 Franklin Mitchem (Jr) 22 Jared Flannel (So,) 
Oct. 3 New Mexico Z : Total 531.0 ypg 4 SPECIAL TEAMS 

Oct. 11 Nebraska W (ot) 37-31 ad ? 
Oct. 10 K. S K 85 Matt Williams (dr) KR 27 Edward Britton (Sr.) 
ct. ansas State Oct. 18 atTexas A&M w 4325 | DET Br ebiiatuc CAbeS Gal Tope Giese Damen 
Oct. 17 at Nebraska Oct. 25 at Kansas Ww 63-21 | Scoring 27.9 ppg 74 jonnie Carona (So. ‘ornelius Douglas (Fr. 
Oct. 24 Texas A&M Nov. 1 Texas W 39-33 | Rushing 1404ypg 61 RETURNING LEADERS 
Oct. 31 Kansas Nov. 8 Oklahoma State  W 56-20 | Passing 242.2ypq 94 i PU a es acl a A 
Nov. 14 at Oklahoma State Nov. 22 at Oklahoma L 1-65 Total 382.6 ypg 79 Pistia: Baron Batch 213 car. 758 yds., 7 TDs 
Nov. 29 Baylor W 35-28 : Receiving: Detron Lewis, 76 rec., 913 yds., 3 TDs 
Nov. 21 Oklahoma Seis. ‘RNGis ase ; agar TO Margin PerGame Rank Tackles: Brian Duncan, 94, 61 solo 
Nov. 28 Baylor (Arlington) : +8 +062 22 Sacks: Mckinner Dixon, 9 


#Cotton Bow! 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


Layne Murdoch 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON" SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


3 
s 


unos. 


Li 


CHAMPAIC 


ILL, MEMORIAL STADIUM (69, 


There’s no debating Juice Williams’ 
place among the top quarterbacks in Illinois 
history. The senior will become the school’s 
career total offense leader this season. Williams 
can hurt defenses with his arm and his legs. He 
led the Illini in rushing in 2008 with 719 
yards. The coaches do want to see a cut in his 
interceptions — he threw 16 last season. 

They'd also like to see someone other than 
Williams lead the team in rushing. Jason Ford 
and Mikel Leshoure jumped to the front of the 
tailback line in the spring while Daniel 
Dufrene and Troy Pollard nursed injuries. 
Either could become the every-down back. 

Receiver Arrelious Benn will get the ball 
early and often. The junior had 67 catches for 
1,055 yards in 2008. He was also used as a 
punt returner, kick returner and ball-carrier. 
Benn thrived despite constant double 
coverage. With added talent at the position, 
Benn should find himself with more room to 
operate. Florida transfer Jarred Fayson is 
eligible after sitting out 2008. He was a force 
during spring practices. The third starter will 
likely be Jeff Cumberland. Senior tight end 
Michael Hoomanawanui is coming off a 25- 
catch season. 


There are eight 2008 bow! qualifiers 
are on the Illinois schedule in 2009, 
including BCS bow! teams Penn 
State, Ohio State and Cincinnati. 


New offensive line coach Joe Gilbert 
welcomes back three starters, including three- 
year starter Jon Asamoah. The Illini line will be 
looking for better pass protection while 
improving the run production. The Illini 
allowed 25 sacks — tied for 71st nationally. 


The Illini need an overhaul on the 
defensive line, where three starters were lost. 
And a fourth starter, tackle Josh Brent, was off 
the team during the spring because of a DUI 
arrest. If Brent returns, he will pair with 
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sophomore Corey Liuget to give the Illini one 
of the best tackle combos in the conference. 
Senior Doug Pilcher has started 24 games at 
end and is the leader at the position. 

Though he was third on the team in tackles, 
expectations are greater for linebacker Martez 
Wilson. It was a difficult offseason for Wilson, 
who suffered stab wounds while coming to the 
aid of a former teammate. Wilson recovered 
enough to practice in the spring. Linebackers 
coach and co-defensive coordinator Dan Disch 
shuffled the players from position to position 
during the spring, looking for the right set. 

Cornerback Dere Hicks is the top returnee 
in the secondary. Travon Bellamy and 2007 
freshman standout Miami Thomas also return 
at corner. Safety is a bigger concern for the 
Illini, who went into the summer unsure of 
Donsay Hardeman’s status (neck injury). The 
coaches think Supo Sanni can be a top safety. 


Matt Eller returns as the kicker 
after a standout first season. He hit 15-of-20 
field goals, including 8-of-10 from 40 and 
beyond. Anthony Santella wants to improve 
on his 39.4-yard punting average. With Benn 
and Fayson working as returners, the Illini 
figure to get better field position. 


Illinois failed to capitalize 
on the 2008 Rose Bowl appearance, losing its 
last three games to miss the postseason. Illini 
fans won't settle for another sub-.500 season. 

The talent is there to avoid the 
disappointment, especially on offense. 
Williams will finish his career as the most 
productive quarterback in school history. 
Receiver should be a strength, but Benn can’t 
be the only guy catching more than 20 passes. 
The offense will need to carry the team early in 
the season while new starters are established on 
defense. 

The schedule is tricky, with games against 
Ohio State, Penn State and Michigan State to 
start the Big Ten season. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (5-7, 3-5) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 vs. Missouri (St. Louis) | Aug. 30 vs. Missouri (St. Louis) L 42-52 | [RRS PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Illinois State Sept. 6 Eastern Illinois W 47-21 | Scoring 28.7 ppg 40 
Sept. 26 at Ohio State Sept.13 UL Lafayette W 20-17 | Rushing 169.5 ypg 38 
Oct. 3 Penn State Sept.27 at Penn State L 24-38 | Passing 269.3 ypg 20 
Oct. 10 Michigan State Oct. 4 at Michigan W 45-20 | Total 4388 ypg 19 
Oct. 17 at Indiana Oct. 11 Minnesota L 20-27 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Purdue Oct. 18 Indiana W 55-13 | Scoring 26.6 ppg 67 
Oct. 31 Michigan Oct. 25 at Wisconsin L 17-27 | Rushing 152.9 ypg 77 
Nov. 7 at Minnesota Nov. 1 Iowa W 27-24 | Passing 1974ypg 49 
Nov. 14 Northwestern Nov. 8 vs. W. Michigan (Detroit) L_ 17-23 | Total 350.3 ypg 56 
Nov. 27 at Cincinnati Nov. 15 Ohio State L 20-30 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 5 Fresno State Nov. 22 at Northwestern L 10-27 | -6 -0.50 89 
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JUICE WILLIAMS 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 9 Arrelious Benn (Jr) 
WR 11 Jarred Fayson (ur) 
WR 17 Jeff Cumberland (Sr) 
LT 70 Corey Lewis (So.) 

LG 66 Randall Hunt (Jr) 

C 62 Eric Block (Sr.) 

RG 52 Jon Asamoah (Sr.) 73 Jack Cornell (So.) 
RT 71 Jeff Allen (So.) 78 Ryan Palmer (ur.) 
TE 16 Michael Hoomanawanui (Sr.) 83 Hubie Graham (So.) 
QB 7 Juice Williams (Sr.) 10 Eddie McGee (ur) 
RB 21 Jason Ford (So.) 5 Mikel Leshoure (So.) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 97 Clay Nurse (ur) 

DT 92 Josh Brent (ur.) 

DT 94 Corey Liuget (So.) 
DE 95 Doug Pilcher (Sr.) 
LB 38 Ian Thomas (So.) 

LB =. 2 Martez Wilson (ur.) 
LB 54 Justin Staples (Fr.) 
CB 31 Travon Bellamy (Ur) 
CB 28 Dere Hicks (Sr.) 

SS 32 Supo Sanni (So.) 

FS 25 Ashante Williams (Fr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 84 Matt Eller (So.) 
P87 Anthony Santella (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Juice Williams, 381-219-3,173-16, 22 TDs 
Rushing: Juice Williams, 175 car., 719 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Arrelious Benn, 67 rec., 1,055 yds., 3TDs 
Tackles: Martez Wilson, 73, 38 solo 

Sacks: Martez Wilson, 3 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 1 


Terry Hawthorne (Fr:) 
15 Chris Duvalt (Sr.) 
19 Jack Ramsey (So.) 
79 Craig Wilson (So.) 
76 Graham Pocic (Fr.) 
61 Tyler Sands (Fr.) 


99 Jerry Brown (Jr) 

56 Sirod Williams (Sr) 

72 Reggie Ellis (Fr) 

85 Whitney Mercilus (Fr.) 

33. Russell Ellington (So.) 

42 Aaron Gress (ur) 

18 Nate Bussey (ur.) 

14 Miami Thomas (So.) 
8 Patrick Nixon-Youman (Fr.) 

20 Garrett Edwards (ur) 

24 Bo Flowers (Jr) 


KR 9 Arrelious Benn (Jr) 
PR 11 Jarred Fayson (ur.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Senior quarterback Max Hall and 
the rest of BYU’s offensive players hope to 
duplicate much of what they produced last 
season, only with a better ending. Hall is 21-5 
in two years as a starter, but his interceptions 
and fumbles have proven costly in those five 
defeats. That was the case in losses to Utah in 
November and Arizona in the Las Vegas Bowl, 
as the Cougars settled for a 10-3 record after a 
promising start. 

The Cougars rolled up 444.8 yards per game 
to rank first in the Mountain West and 16th in 
the country in total offense, and their 310.4 
passing yards per game ranked sixth nationally. 
Matching that production will be difficult with 
receiver Austin Collie having entered the NFL 
Draft and four linemen lost to graduation. 

The positive news is that Hall will still have 
tight end Dennis Pitta, who caught 83 passes as 
a junior, and running back Harvey Unga, who 
rushed for 1,132 yards as a sophomore. The 
wide receivers are mostly unproven. McKay 
Jacobson is back from an LDS Church mission 
after catching 28 passes as a freshman, and 
while O'Neill Chambers and Luke Ashworth 
have potential, neither has caught more than 
six passes in a season. 

The line will be led by left tackle Matt 
Reynolds, and coaches have confidence in the 
other four starters, although there's limited 


depth. 


BYU has won at least 10 games in 
three straight seasons. It is the 
third such streak in school history. 
The Cougars have never won 10 
or more in four straight seasons. 


DEFENSE BYU's defense posted 11 
consecutive shutout quarters early in the season 
but was exploited by faster opponents and 
sharp passing games in its three losses. The 


group’s strengths and weaknesses appear mostly 
unchanged. 
The Cougars will be solid and deep in the 


Sept. 5 vs. Oklahoma (Arlington)} Aug. 


30 Northern Iowa 


front seven. Senior end Jan Jorgensen has 24 
career sacks, and Russell Tialavea is a rugged 
nosetackle. The linebacking corps lost star 
David Nixon but remains athletic and versatile. 
Matt Bauman made 108 tackles last season, 
while Coleby Clawson established himself as a 
playmaker. Joining them in the 3-4 scheme will 
be converted safety Jordan Pendleton and 
Terrance Hooks, who was injured last year. 

Big questions remain in the secondary, 
particularly at cornerback, where BYU was 
picked apart by the short passing games of 
TCU and Utah. Brandon Howard missed 
spring drills for personal reasons, but coach 
Bronco Mendenhall expects him to return. 
Brandon Bradley started two games at the 
other corner. At safety, Andrew Rich and 
former cornerback Scott Johnson should be 
consistent. 


SPECIALISTS BYU’s kicking game was mostly 
mediocre last season, although Justin Sorensen 
prevented many returns with his long kickoffs. 
Sorensen is serving an LDS Church mission, so 
Mitch Payne will handle all the placekicking. 
BYU must replace punter C.J. Santiago, with 
sophomore ‘Tyler Holt in line for the job. 
Chambers’ speed should make him a capable 
return man. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Mendenhall likes 
attitude of his team, comparing it favorably to 
the 2006 squad that finished 11-2 after losing 
two of its first three games. A similar pattern 
may develop, considering the Cougars meet 
Oklahoma and Florida State in the first three 
weeks of the season. 

If the secondary can improve and the 
inexperienced receivers and offensive linemen 
develop as expected, Hall should be able to 
produce enough points to keep BYU in the 
conference race. The Cougars are motivated by 
the way they finished 2008 and feel less 
pressure than last year, when they were 
burdened by their “Quest for Perfection.” 


the 


W  4l-17 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 at Tulane Sept. 6 at Washington W 28-27 | Scoring  34.2ppg 20 
Sept.19 Florida State Sept. 13 UCLA W 5% 01} Rushing 1344 ypg 70 
Sept. 26 Colorado State Sep f myoming A a Passing 310.4 ypg 6 
Oct. 3 at Utah State W 34-14 
Oct. 2 Utah State Oct. 11 New Mexico we 2-3) Tl AAS yy. 
Oct. 10 at UNLV Oct. 16 atTCU L 732 | TESS Per Game Rank 
Oct. 17 at San Diego State Oct. 25 UNLV W 42-35 | Scoring 21.9 ppg 39 
Oct. 24 TCU Nov. latColorado State W 45-42 | Rushing 140.3 ypg 60 
Nov. 7 atWyoming Nov. 8 San Diego State W 41-12 | Passing 215.6 ypg 74 
Nov. 14 at New Mexico Nov. 15 at Air Force W 38-24 Total 355.9 ypg 59 
Nov. 21 Air Force oe e at omer oe TO Margin PerGame Rank 
: Dec. 20 #Arizona L 21-31 
Nov. 28 Utah +2 +0.15 T49 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ROBERT ANAE 


84 


#Las Vegas Bowl 
HEAD COACH: BRONCO MENDENHALL * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 38-13 


4 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 38-13 (4 
* DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JAIME HiILI 


YEARS) 


THE QUOTE 
“T think sometimes the pressure gets to them. 
They want to be perfect and when they're 


not perfect, I think it bothers 
them more than others.” 


— An opposing MW. 


tant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 
11 O'Neill Chambers (So.) 
29 Luke Ashworth (Jr) 
70 Matt Reynolds (So.) 
73 Jason Speredon (ur) 
64 RJ. Willing (Sr) 
60 Terence Brown (So.) 
72 Nick Alletto (ur.) 
32 Dennis Pitta (Sr.) 
15 Max Hall (Sr.) 
28 Bryan Kariya (So.) 
45 Harvey Unga (ur.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

LE 84 Jan Jorgensen (Sr.) 
NT 52 Russell Tialavea (Sr.) 
RE 92 Brett Denney (Sr) 
SLB 1 Jordan Pendleton (So.) 
MLB 35 Matt Bauman (Sr.) 
BLB 47 Terrance Hooks (Sr.) 
WLB 41 Coleby Clawson (Sr) 
CB 4 Brandon Howard (Sr.) 
CB +5 Brandon Bradley (ur.) 
KAT 22 Andrew Rich (Jr) 

FS 21 Scott Johnson (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 Mitch Payne (ur.) 
P 31. Tyler Holt (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


7 Tyler Kozlowski (Jr) 
6 McKay Jacobson (So.) 
76 Braden Hansen (Fr.) 
76 Braden Hansen (Fr.) 
62 Marco Thorson (So.) 
63 Jesse Taufi (ur) 

63 Jesse Taufi (Jr) 

88 Andrew George (Sr.) 
16 Brenden Gaskins (Sr.) 
30 Malosi Te’o (Fr.) 

10 duu. Di Luigi (So.) 


90 Bernard Afutiti (Ur) 
71 Rick Wolfley (Jr) 
57 Matt Putnam (So.) 
39 Grant Nelson (ur) 
51 Matt Ah You (Sr) 
42 Shawn Doman (Sr.) 
37 Vic So’oto (Sr) 

3 Garett Nicholson (Fr.) 
24 Steven Thomas (So.) 
2 Shiloah Te’o (So.) 

18 Travis Uale (So.) 


KR 11 O'Neill Chambers (So.) 
PR 11 O'Neill Chambers (So.) 


Passing: Max Hall, 477-330-3,957-14, 35 TDs 
Rushing: Harvey Unga, 240 car., 1,132 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Dennis Pitta, 83 rec., 1,083 yds., 6 TDs 


Tackles: Matt Bauman, 108, 50 solo 


Sacks: Jan Jorgensen, 5 


Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Peter Brouillet 


Tim Gark/ Athlon Sports 


Lane Kiffin, a former quarterback 
himself, understands the plight of senior 
Jonathan Crompton. It's Crompton’s fourth 
offensive coordinator in five years. So Kiffin 
simplified, making better use of the 6'4", 228- 
pound Crompton’s arm strength. Kiffin 
sprinkled in bootleg action, taking advantage 
of Crompton’s ability to throw off the run. 
Junior Nick Stephens adjusted well enough to 
remain in contention, but B.J. Coleman opted 
to transfer after spring practice. 

Kiffin’s player-friendly offense could pay 
further dividends at the skill positions with an 
influx of freshman talent reporting. Senior 
tailback Montario Hardesty is a proven 
commodity who hits holes hard, but in 
freshman signee Bryce Brown, the Vols have a 
game-breaker. Brown, at 6'0" and 215 pounds, 
possesses speed, cutting ability, vision and 
balance. David Oku, another top-rated 
prospect, has quickness and receiving abilities 


out of the backfield. 


Eric Berry wears No. 14 and is 
14 yards shy of tying the NCAA 
record for interception return 
yardage. Berry has 487 return 
yards on only 12 picks. 


Junior Gerald Jones is the playmaker at 
wideout, but 6'3" senior Quintin Hancock 
had his strongest offseason, and former Florida 
State Freshman All-America tight end 
Brandon Warren has adjusted well to receiver. 
Freshman Nu’Keese Richardson, once headed 
to Florida, is expected to have an immediate 
impact as both a receiver and return man. 
Denarius Moore, who averaged 24.6 yards per 
catch last season, can stretch the field. 

Kiffin’s attack is similar to what he ran as 
USC's offensive coordinator, and he'd like to 
stretch the field if the line offers up protection. 
Josh McNeil is a four-year starter at center, and 
he’s flanked by senior guards in Jacques 
McClendon and Vladimir Richard. 


a a! 
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Monte Kiffin has the ultimate 
playmaker in safety Eric Berry, who has returned 
12 interceptions for a staggering 487 yards and 
three pick-six scores over the past two seasons, 
Berry's hitting is as impressive as his ball skills. 
The Vols are looking for a free safety, and he 
could come from the incoming class. The 
corners are solid with Brent Vinson, Dennis 
Rogan and Art Evans, but again, talented 
freshmen could affect the rotation. 

Defensive end Chris Walker gives Tennessee a 
weapon coming off the edge. Walker plays 
bigger than his 232 pounds, possessing strength 
and technique that keeps blockers off him. 
Nosetackle Dan Williams is one of the most 
underrated interior linemen in the nation, 
playing with great leg drive and the ability to 
plug the run, 

The linebacking corps is a concern, as weak- 
side backer Rico McCoy is the only player 
returning with any experience. The Vols will 
need to grow into the position as the season 
progresses. 


Placekicker Daniel Lincoln 
enjoyed a banner season as a freshman in 2007, 
but his sophomore slump carried into the 
spring. Freshman Ethan Ingham will push him. 
Chad Cunningham started half the games last 
season at punter and is adequate. Again, the 
influx of freshman skill players will figure heavily 
into the return duties. 


The genius in Kiffin’s offense 
is in the simplicity; Tennessee will choose players 
over plays, looking to get athletes with the most 
physical upside on the field. The Vols’ defense, 
tied for third in the nation last year, will likely 
fall off. Berry can’t be everywhere, even if at 
times it seems like he is, and the lack of 
experience at linebacker and lack of depth on the 
defensive line could catch up with Tennessee. 
That said, if the Vols don’t beat themselves on 
offense and the freshman skill players live up to 
their billing, a 10-win season is within reach. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (5-7, 3-5) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Western Kentucky Sept. 1 at UCLA L (ot) 24-27 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 UCLA Sept. 13 UAB W 35-3 | Scoring 173 ppg =-:110 
Sept.19 at Florida Sept. 20 Florida L 6-30 | Rushing 122.9 ypg 88 
Sept. 26 Ohio Sept. 27 at Auburn L 12-14 | Passing 145.8ypg 107 
Oct. 3 Auburn Oct. 4 Northern Illinois W 13-9 | Total 268.8 ypg = 15 
Oct. 10 Georgia Oct. 11 at Georgia L 14-26 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Alabama Oct. 18 Mississippi State W 34-3 | Scoring  168ppg 10 
Oct. 31 South Carolina Oct. 25 Alabama L 9-29 | Rushing 103.1 ypg 12 
Nov. 7 Memphis Nov. latSouthCarolina L 6-27 | Passing 160.4 ypg 4 
Nov. 14 at Ole Miss Nov. 8 Wyoming L 7-13. | Total 263.5 ypg 3 
Nov. 21 Vanderbilt Nov. 22 at Vanderbilt w 20-10 | ROLEFTERAETSRETETT 
Nov. 28 at Kentucky Nov. 29 Kentucky w 28-10 | +2 +017 47 


“ERIC BERRY 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 4 Gerald Jones (Jr.) 

WR 87 Quintin Hancock (Sr.) 

LT 79 Chris Scott (Sr.) 

LG 51 Vladimir Richard (Sr) 
C 50 Josh McNeil (Sr) 

RG 65 Jacques McClendon (Sr.) 
RT 74 Jarrod Shaw (Jr) 

TE 80 Jeff Cottam (Sr) 

QB 8 Jonathan Crompton (Sr) 
FB 45 Kevin Cooper (ur.) 

RB 2 Montario Hardesty (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 99 Ben Martin (Jr) 

NT 55 Dan Williams (Sr.) 
DT 94 Wes Brown (Sr) 

DE 84 Chris Walker (Jr) 
SLB 42 LaMarcus Thompson (Jr) 
MLB 56 Nick Reveiz (Jr) 

WLB 5 Rico McCoy (Sr.) 

CB 13 Brent Vinson (Jr) 

CB 25 Art Evans (So.) 

SS 14 Eric Berry (Jr) 

FS 29 Stephaun Raines (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 26 Daniel Lincoln (ur) 
P 96 Chad Cunningham (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


21 Austin Rogers (Sr.) 
6 Denarius Moore (Jr) 

71 Dallas Thomas (Fr.) 

66 Cody Sullins (Sr) 

66 Cody Sullins (Sr) 

77 Cody Pope (So.) 

78 Aaron Douglas (Fr.) 

88 Luke Stocker (Jr) 

17 Nick Stephens (Jr) 

40 Austin Johnson (So.) 

Bryce Brown (Fr.) 


86 Willie Bohannon (Fr:) 
97 Chase Nelson (Ur) 
93 Montori Hughes (Fr.) 
90 Steven Fowlkes (Fr.) 
45 Shane Reveiz (So.) 
34 Herman Lathers (Fr) 
43 Savion Frazier (ur) 
31 Marsalous Johnson (Sr) 
41 Dennis Rogan (Jr.) 

6 Derrick Furlow (Sr.) 
23 Prentiss Waggner (Fr.) 


KR 41 Dennis Rogan (ur) 
PR 41 Dennis Rogan (Jr) 


Passing: Jonathan Crompton, 167-86-889-5, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Montario Hardesty, 76 car., 271 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Gerald Jones, 30 rec., 323 yds., 4TDs 


Tackles: Rico McCoy, 87, 38 solo 
Sacks: Two players tied with 3 


Interceptions: Eric Berry, 7 for 265 yds, 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE It’s been a long time since Miami's 
offense scared anybody. That could change 
with a large group of returning players to go 
with new offensive coordinator Mark 
Whipple, who has a long history of success in 
college and professional football. 

Jacory Harris is the unquestioned starter at 
quarterback following the departure of Robert 
Marve. Harris doesn’t have the greatest 
physical skills in the world, but he minimizes 
mistakes and was a strong leader even as a 
freshman. Harris compares in many ways to 
Ken Dorsey, the last quarterback to lead 
Miami to a national championship. 

Graig Cooper has been solid, but there’s a 
feeling that the best is yet to come from the 
speedy, shifty tailback. A return to health by 
Javarris James would provide a nice outside- 
inside combination with Cooper. 

The leading six receivers return. Aldarius 
Johnson, LaRon Byrd, Travis Benjamin and 
Thearon Collier all had their moments as 
freshmen. The quartet may be a year away from 
dominating. The big worry is at tight end, 
where Dedrick Epps’ availability is in question 
following major knee surgery in January. 


Miami has gone six straight 
seasons without a 1,000-yard 
rusher — since Willis McGahee 
rushed for 1,686 yards in 2002. 


Three starters return on the offensive line 
— left tackle Jason Fox, left guard Orlando 
Franklin and A.J. Trump, moving from guard 
to center. Joel Figueroa, who played starter 
minutes last season, will open at right guard 
with Matt Pipho getting first shot at right 
tackle. The starting unit should be fine, but 
the backups have little experience. 


DEFENSE The revolving door at defensive 

coordinator continued with the hiring of John 

Lovett, Miami’s fourth in as many seasons. 
There's plenty of young talent on the 


Sept. 7 at Florida State 


Sept.17 Georgia Tech Sept. 6 at Florida 
Sept. 26 at Virginia Tech Sept. 20 at Texas A&M 
Oc. 3 Osha |S 2 eth ar 
Oct. 10 Florida A&M Oct. 11 UCE 

Oct. 17 at UCF Oct. 18 at Duke 

Oct. 24 Clemson Oct. 25 Wake Forest 
Oct. 31 at Wake Forest Nov. 1 at Virginia 
Nov. 7 Virginia Nov. 13 Virginia Tech 
Nov, 14 at North Carolina Nov. 20 at Georgia Tech 
Nov. 21 Duke Nov. 29 at NC State 
Nov. 28 at South Florida aca the dasto 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK WHIPPLE 


. 28 Charleston Southern W 


#Emerald Bowl 
HEAD COACH: RANDY SHANNON # RECORD AT SCHOOL: 12-13 (2 
* DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN LOVETI 


defensive line, but no one has emerged as a 
playmaker yet. Tackle Marcus Forston, 
powerful and cat-quick, could be that guy. 
Allen Bailey, moved from end to tackle after 
leading the team with five sacks last season, 
also has good potential and could blossom 
with regular playing time. 

Linebacking is a concern, and a return to 
health by Colin McCarthy is essential. Sean 
Spence, ACC Defensive Rookie of the Year, is 
undersized, but few linebackers deliver a 
bigger punch. Darryl Sharpton will man the 
middle, but he won't make anyone forget Ray 
Lewis or Jonathan Vilma. Depth is a major 
issue. 

There are questions as well in a secondary 
that produced only two interceptions in 2008. 
DeMarcus Van Dyke will likely be the starter 
at one corner, although he’s struggled with 
tackling and coverage in the past. Brandon 
Harris looks to be the starter opposite Van 
Dyke following an up-and-down freshman 
season. There don’t appear to be any Ed Reeds 
or Sean Taylors among the safeties. 


SPECIALISTS Matt Bosher may handle the 
placekicking, punting and kickoff duties again 
unless Jake Wieclaw relieves him on kickoffs. 
Bosher is a highly accurate placekicker but is 
more inconsistent in the other two parts of his 
game. Benjamin looked like the second 
coming of Devin Hester at times last season, 
and Collier is also a top-notch returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS There's a new starting 
quarterback, offensive coordinator and 
defensive coordinator, but not much time to 
work out the kinks thanks to a killer first 
month of the schedule. 

The biggest need, as it has been for several 
seasons, is for playmakers on both sides of the 
ball. The roster is as talented as any in the 
ACC, but it may take another year of 
experience before Miami is ready to venture 
back into the BCS picture. 


52-7 Offense PerGame _ Rank 
L 3-26 | Scoring 271 ppg 50 
W 41-23 Rushing 129.2 ypg 78 
L 428 Passing 196.8 ypg 77 
Le tot 326.0 ypg 89 
W 20-14 
Ww 49-31 Defense PerGame Rank 
W 16-10 | Scoring 24.2 ypg 56 
W (ot)24-17 | Rushing 151.9 ypg 75 
W 16-14 | Passing 165.6 ypg 7 
L 23-41 | Total 317.5 ypg 28 
L 28-38 TO Margin PerGame _ Rank 
Be St 0.77 103 


YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 12-13 (2 YEARS) 


JACORY HARRIS 
fe 


THE QUOTE 
“Used to be their quarterbacks were always 
Heisman Trophy winners. I just haven’t seen 

that kind of quarterback play out of their team.” 

An opposing ACC assistant coach 
OFFENSE (6) 
WR 4 Aldarius Johnson (So.) 
85 Leonard Hankerson (Jr) 
64 Jason Fox (Sr.) 
74 Orlando Franklin (Jr) 
70 A.J. Trump (Sr) 
61 Joel Figueroa (Jr) 
65 Matt Pipho (Sr.) 
18 Dedrick Epps (Sr.) 
12 Jacory Harris (So.) 
30 Patrick Hill (Sr) 
2 Graig Cooper (ur.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
56 Marcus Robinson (So.) 
91 Joe Joseph (Sr.) 
99 Marcus Forston (So.) 
97 Adewale Ojomo (So.) 
44 Colin McCarthy (Jr) 
MLB 50 Darryl Sharpton (Sr.) 
WLB 31 Sean Spence (So.) 
CB 1 Brandon Harris (So.) 
CB 8 DeMarcus Van Dyke (Jr) 
SS 7 Vaughn Telemaque (Fr.) 
S 6 Randy Phillips (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 25 Matt Bosher (ur) 
P 25 Matt Bosher (ur.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Jacory Harris, 194-118-1,195-7, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Graig Cooper, 171 car., 841 yds., 4TDs 
Receiving: Aldarius Johnson, 31 rec., 332 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Sean Spence, 65, 38 solo 

Sacks: Allen Bailey, 5 

Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


47 LaRon Byrd (So.) 
28 Thearon Collier (So.) 
78 Jermaine Johnson (Fr.) 
68 Ian Symonette (So.) 
63 Tyler Horn (So.) 
66 Harland Gunn (So.) 
55 Ben Jones (Fr.) 
84 Richard Gordon (Sr) 
17 Taylor Cook (Fr.) 
43 John Calhoun (Fr.) 

5 Javarris James (Sr.) 


90 Steven Wesley (ur.) 
57 Allen Bailey (Jr) 
92 Josh Holmes (ur.) 
94 Eric Monecur (Sr.) 
45 Ramon Buchanan (So.) 
11 Arthur Brown (So.) 
58 Jordan Futch (So.) 
24 Chavez Grant (Sr.) 
9 Sam Shields (Sr.) 
41 Joe Wylie (Fr) 
29 Jouo Nicolas (ur) 


KR 3. Travis Benjamin (So.) 
PR 3. Travis Benjamin (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Bruce Schwartzman 


Chins Covatta 


OFFENSE The return of top playmakers — 
tailback Michael Smith and tight end D,J. 
Williams — plus the addition of quarterback 
Ryan Mallett should make Arkansas’ offense 
once of the best in the SEC. 

Smith ran tough for 1,072 yards last year, 
but it was mostly on the edges, so the Hogs 
will be looking for some short-yardage aces 
during preseason camp. 

This receiving corps is deep and talented, 
led by sophomores Jarius Wright and Joe 
Adams and senior London Crawford. Wright 
began establishing big-play credentials late last 
year, while Adams, an open-field whiz, should 
catch more passes out of the slot. Williams will 
be one of the top tight ends in the nation. Last 
year, he led the Hogs with 61 catches and 723 
yards. Nearly half of his receptions (29 of 61) 
resulted in first downs for Arkansas. 

Mallett, a transfer from Michigan, exited 
spring as the starter and is a potential SEC star. 
The 6'7", 248-pounder has a huge arm and 
will make throws not seen by a Razorback 
quarterback in decades. But he can run hot 
and cold, and he has struggled at times with 
touch passes. 


Bobby Petrino isn’t shy about taking 
a risk. Arkansas scored eight of its 
22 touchdowns in SEC games on 
fourth down. 


Three starters — Ray Dominguez, Wade 
Grayson and DeMarcus Love — are back on 
the offensive front, in addition to 2007 starter 
Mitch Petrus, but the unit was average at run 
blocking and allowed 46 sacks, 118th in the 
country, last year. The line must improve. 


DEFENSE The good news is nine starters are 
back on the Hogs’ defense. The bad news? The 
Razorbacks ranked last in the SEC in several 
key categories last year, including total defense 
(375.2 ypg), scoring defense (31.2 ppg) and 
rushing defense (170.8 ypg). The offseason 
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emphasis was on adding weight in an effort to 
make the front seven more difficult to push 
around. The defensive line is led by senior 
tackle Malcolm Sheppard and senior end 
Adrian Davis. 

The starting linebackers are solid, but there 
isn't much proven depth behind Wendel Davis 
in the middle and Freddy Burton and Jerry 
Franklin on the outside. 

The Arkansas secondary was among the 
worst in the SEC last year, as it struggled with 
a lack of depth and a lack of understanding of 
the new system. But with a second consecutive 
strong recruiting class, the talent is growing at 
this position. Isaac Madison looked much 
better in the spring and represented a harder- 
hitting brand of cornerback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS Second-year coach Bobby 
Petrino hired John L. Smith, one of his 
mentors, to address the struggling special 
teams, Briton Forester is expected to take over 
for Jeremy Davis as the punter, with 
occasional spot help from Mallett. Field goal 
kicking was a disaster in 2008. The 
sophomore slump for Alex Tejada began with 
two missed field goals in Week 2, and he 
finished 4-of-9, with none of his makes longer 
than 30 yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Arkansas should be a much 
stronger team, literally and figuratively, in 
2009. The Razorbacks now have a better grasp 
on the complex schemes and the rugged 
physical demands of Petrino’s system. 

Arkansas should have a_harder-hitting 
defense, its offense should be much more 
versatile, and its special teams a cut above last 
year. All that said, the Razorbacks still might 
have to battle hard to qualify for a bowl 
because of a brutal schedule. 

The Razorbacks’ road slate is vicious, 
however, with trips to Alabama, Florida, Ole 
Miss and LSU, and they have a neutral-site 
game versus Texas A&M. 


28-24 


Ww Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.19 Georgia Sept. 6 at UL Monroe W 28-27 | Scoring 21.9 ppg 91 
Sept.26 at Alabama Sept. 20 Alabama L 14-49 | Rushing 113.5 ypg 97 
Oct. 3 vs. Texas A&M (Arlington)| Sept. 27 at Texas L 10-52] Passing 259.6ypg 23 
Oct. 10 Auburn Oct. 4 Florida L 7-38 | Total 373.1 ypg 49 
Oct. 17 at Florida Oct. 11 at Auburn W 25-22 Offense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Ole Miss Oct. 18 at Kentucky L 20-21 | Scoring 31.2 ppg 93 
Oct. 31 Eastern Michigan Oct. 25 Ole Miss L 21-23 | Rushing 170.8 ypg 90 
Nov. 7 South Carolina Nov. 1 Tulsa w 30-23 | Passing 204.4ypg 54 
Nov. 14 Troy Nov. SatSouth Carolina Lt 21-34 | Total 375.2 ypg = 72 
Nov. 21 vs. Mississippi St. (LLR.) | Nov, 22 at Mississippi State | 28-31 | MMOMIED:INMIRNSsIcCi ee Schl 
Nov. 28 at LSU Nov. 28 LSU We BES ee 0.75 = 102 


HEAD COACH: BOBBY PETRINO * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 5 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PAUL PETRINO * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: WILLY ROBINSON 


(1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD; 46-16 (5 YEARS) 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


MICHAEL smiTH\ 


THE QUOTE 
“With (Ryan) Mallett coming in, they’ve 
definitely got the arm to play in that offense. 
They’ve recruited some good, young wideouts 
who are tall and can run. ... (Now) they’ve got 
a guy who can sling the ball around.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 3 doe Adams (So.) 

WR = 2 London Crawford (Sr) 
WR = 4 darius Wright (So.) 

LT 73 Ray Dominguez (ur.) 
LG 66 Mitch Petrus (Sr.) 

C 71 Wade Grayson (Jr.) 
RG 72 Grant Cook (So.) 

RT 65 DeMarcus Love (Jr.) 
TE 45 Div. Williams (ur) 
QB 
TB 


19 Carlton Salters (Ur) 
85 Greg Childs (So.) 
1 Reggie Fish (Sr) 
79 Grant Freeman (So.) 
62 Michael Aguirre (Sr.) 
68 Clay Bemberg (ur) 
60 Seth Oxner (So.) 
75 Matt Hall (Fr.) 
86 Ben Cleveland (ur) 
8 Tyler Wilson (Fr.) 
33 Dennis Johnson (So.) 


15 Ryan Mallett (So.) 
21 Michael Smith (Sr) 


DEFENSE (9) 
DE 91 Jake Bequette (So.) 
NT 61 Zach Stadther (So.) 
DT 96 Malcolm Sheppard (Sr) 
DE 18 Adrian Davis (Sr) 
SLB 46 Freddy Burton (Jr) 
MLB 10 Wendel Davis (Sr.) 
WLB 34 Jerry Franklin (So.) 
24 Isaac Madison (ur) 
26 Ramon Broadway (Jr.) 
31 Jerico Nelson (So.) 
39 Matt Harris (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 7 Alex Tejada (ur) 
P Briton Forester (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Tyler Wilson, 22-11-69-2, 1 TD 

Rushing: Michael Smith, 207 car., 1,072 yds., 8TDs 
Receiving: D.J. Williams, 61 rec., 723 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Jerry Franklin, 87, 54 solo 

Sacks: Malcolm Sheppard, 6.5 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


58 Damario Ambrose (ur) 
69 Alfred Davis (Fr) 

95 Patrick Jones (Jr) 
43 Tenarius Wright (Fr.) 
32 Bret Harris (So.) 

37 Jermaine Love (ur) 
49 Jelani Smith (Fr.) 
27 Jerell Norton (Ur) 

David Gordon (Fr) 

30 Chris Raggett (Fr) 

9 Elton Ford (So.) 


KR 33 Dennis Johnson (So.) 
PR 4 Jarius Wright (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


87 


OFFENSE One of the most explosive units in 
the country is receiving a major face lift as it 
attempts to replace two All-Americans 
(receiver Jeremy Maclin and tight end Chase 
Coffman), its all-time passing leader and its 
offensive coordinator. Sophomore Blaine 
Gabbert, a former five-star recruit, leads a pack 
of young quarterbacks battling for Chase 
Daniel's old job after attempting 13 passes as a 
true freshman. The Tigers might look to 
emphasize the running game behind junior 
tailback Derrick Washington, who rushed for 
1,036 yards and totaled a team-high 19 
touchdowns. 

Missouri's top three receivers from last year 
are gone, but seniors Jared Perry and Danario 
Alexander have contributed plenty throughout 
their careers. Alexander, a 6'5" target, needs 
three receiving yards to join Perry with 1,000 
for his career. Tight end Andrew Jones filled in 
for an injured Coffman late in the season to 
finish with 20 catches as a true freshman. 

Senior Kurtis Gregory is back for his third 
season as a starter on the line along with fellow 
returners Elvis Fisher and Tim Barnes. Dan 
Hoch cracked the playing rotation as a true 
freshman and could be a star for years to come. 


DEFENSE Half of this unit’s returning starters 
reside at linebacker, where unanimous All-Big 
12 selection Sean Weatherspoon needs 133 
tackles to break the school standard of 434. 
Luke Lambert is moving to the middle after 
starting at strong side last year. He'll be pushed 
for playing time by Will Ebner and transfer 
Josh Tatum, a former USC recruit. 

Jaron Baston is the only returning starter on 
a line that has no other player with more than 
one year of playing experience. Five linemen 


Missouri has won 22 
games the past two 
seasons. Only USC and 
Oklahoma have won more 
games over that time. 


did play significantly in reserve roles, though, 
and redshirt freshman end Aldon Smith has 
been a disruptive force in practices since 
arriving on campus late last year because of 
NCAA clearinghouse issues. Senior Brian 
Coulter, a junior college transfer who 
originally signed with Florida State, provides 
experience to the young unit. 

Cornerback Carl Gettis is the only 
returning starter in a secondary that struggled 
mightily and contributed to the Tigers ranking 
117th nationally in pass defense. The addition 
of Munir Prince, a St. Louis product who 
played two years at Notre Dame, could 
provide an immediate impact. Hardy Ricks, a 
former starter at cornerback, appears to have 
found a home as a hard-hitting safety. 


SPECIALISTS Punter Jake Harry is the only 
known commodity, and he didn’t get many 
opportunities last year because of Missouri's 
prolific offense. He did average 40.7 yards to 
help the Tigers rank fourth in the Big 12 in net 
punting. Three kickers are in the running to 
replace three-year starter Jeff Wolfert, who 
finished his career as Missouri's career scoring 
leader and the NCAA's most accurate kicker. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If Missouri. is going to 
continue its winning ways, a new crop of stars 
needs to emerge. If the new quarterback can 
avoid turnovers and Washington builds off his 
1,000-yard rushing season, the offense should 
be in good shape. Weatherspoon might be the 
best defender in the conference, but the All- 
America candidate will need help up front 
from an inexperienced group of linemen. 

The Tigers should find out quickly where 
they stack up in the conference, opening up 
Big 12 play against Nebraska, Oklahoma State 
and Texas. Two wins in those first three 
conference games would prove that Missouri 
hasn't missed a beat. Anything worse and the 
Tigers will scrambling to defend their North 
Division crown. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (10-4, 5-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 vs. Illinois (St. Louis) | Aug. 30 vs. Illinois (St.Louis) W 52-42 | PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Bowling Green Sept. 6 SE Missouri State W 52-3 | Scoring 42.2 ppg 6 
Sept.19 Furman ledbrins W gop, | Rushing 1538ypg 52 
Sept.25 at Nevada Oct. 4 at Nebraska W 52-17. | Passing 330.4 ypg 4 
Oct. 8 Nebraska Oct. 11 Oklahoma State L 23-28 | Total 484.1 ypg 8 
Oct. 17 at Oklahoma State | Oct. 18 atTexas L 31-56 | Dear 
Oct. 24 Texas Oct. 25 Colorado W 38-0) ‘Scoring 27.2 ppg S69 
Oct. 31 at Colorado pees Lat eer my 338 | Rushing 1249 ypg 31 

: Nov. 8 Kansas State W 41-24 : 
Nov. 7 Baylor Nov, 15 at Iowa State w 52-20 | Passing 286.6ypg 117 
Nov. 14 at Kansas State Nov. 29 Kansas L 37-40 | Total 4ll5ypg 98 
Nov. 21 Iowa State PR SCI TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 vs. Kansas (K.C,) Dec. 29 #Northwestern W (ot) 30-23 4 0.29 79 


#Alamo Bow! 


HEAD COACH: GARY PINKEL « RECORD AT SCHOOL: 59 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; DAVID YOST + DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE STECKEL 


#1 (8 YEARS) « CAREER RECORD; 132-78-3 (18 YEARS) 


DERRICK WASHINGTON 


THE QUOTE 


"This will be an interesting transition year 
for Missouri. They lost.so many great players. 
They've recruited well, but we're 
about to find out how well.” 


— An oppusing Big 4 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 4 Jared Perry (Sr.) 
WR 81 Danario Alexander (Sr.) 
WR 29 Jerrell Jackson (So.) 
72 Elvis Fisher (So.) 
66 Austin Wuebbels (So.) 
62 Tim Barnes (ur.) 
78 Kurtis Gregory (Sr.) 
77 Dan Hoch (So.) 
87 Andrew Jones (So.) 
QB 11 Blaine Gabbert (So.) 
24 Derrick Washington (ur.) 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE 85 Aldon Smith (Fr.) 
DT 96 Jaron Baston (Sr.) 
DT 93 Terrell Resonno (So.) 
DE 2 Brian Coulter (Sr.) 
LB 12 Sean Weatherspoon (Sr.) 
33 Luke Lambert (Jr) 
6 Andrew Gachkar (Jr.) 
20 Kevin Rutland (Jr) 
19 Carl Gettis (ur) 
4 Hardy Ricks (Sr) 
13 Kenji Jackson (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 91 Tanner Mills (Sr.) 
P 36 Jake Harry (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


stant come 


16 Brandon Gerau (So.) 
8 Wes Kemp (So.) 
5 Rolandis Woodland (Fr.) 
65 Mike Prince (Jr) 
71 Jayson Palmgren (So.) 
67 J.T. Beasley (So.) 
53 Travis Ruth (Fr.) 
55 Daniel Jenkins (Fr.) 
82 Michael Egnew (So.) 
12 Jimmy Costello (So.) 
26 De’Vion Moore (So.) 


3 Jacquies Smith (So.) 
91 Jimmy Burge (Fr.) 
90 Dominique Hamilton (So.) 
38 Chris Earnhardt (So.) 
39 Tyler Crane (So.) 

32 Will Ebner (So.) 
35 Jeff Gettys (ur) 
31 Trey Hobson (So.) 

7 Munir Prince (Jr) 
21 Zaviar Gooden (Fr.) 
15 Del Howard (Sr.) 


KR 7 Munir Prince (Jr) 
PR TJ. Moe (Fr) 


Passing: Blaine Gabbert, 13-5-43-0, 0 TD 

Rushing: Derrick Washington, 177 car., 1,036 yds., 17 TDs 
Receiving: Jared Perry, 41 rec., 567 yds., 4 TDs 

Tackles: Sean Weatherspoon, 155, 76 solo 


Sacks: Sean Weatherspoon, 5 


Interceptions: Sean Weatherspoon, 3 for 100 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Larry Smith 


Peter Brouillet 


OFFENSE The Sun Devils will have to stop 
teams this season, because chances are they 
won't be able to outscore them. 

ASU doesn't have an elite running back or a 
true No, 1 receiver who can stretch the field 
and scare defenses. The offensive line is 
experienced — seven lettermen return — but it 
hasn't played well the last couple of years, and 
several linemen are switching positions this 
season. Plus, Dennis Erickson’s best lineman, 
guard Zach Schlink, is coming off 
microfracture knee surgery. 

The offense’s shortcomings wouldn't be so 
profound if ASU had an_ experienced 
quarterback returning who could make the 
players around him better. But that’s not the 
case. The departure of Rudy Carpenter after 43 
straight starts likely means the promotion of 
senior Danny Sullivan, who struggled in his 
brief appearances last year, completing only 
34.9 percent of his passes. Sullivan isn’t 
particularly mobile or accurate, although he 


does have a strong arm. 


The Sun Devils are grooming 6'8" freshman 
Brock Osweiler to be the quarterback of the 
future, bur chat time won't likely come until 
2010. Unless Sullivan or sophomore Samson 
Szakacsy emerges this fall and gives ASU some 
quality play, offensive production will be an 
issue all year. 


Arizona State has a winning all- 
time record against only four of 
the other nine teams in the Pac- 
10 — Oregon, Oregon State, 

Stanford and Washington State. 


DEFENSE After three recruiting classes, 
Erickson finally has the speed and athleticism 
on defense he covets. 

That’s most apparent on the defensive line, 
where end Dexter Davis is the only active 
player in the country to have back-to-back 10- 
sack seasons, and at tackle, where Lawrence 
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SUN DEVILS | 


Guy was a Freshman All-American and 
incoming freshman Corey Adams was a top-50 
recruit. 

The secondary is suspect — Omar Bolden 
has yet to live up to his reputation as a shut- 
down corner — but that might not be as big an 
issue this season, given the talent up front and 
among the linebackers. Erickson has four or 
five linebackers he can play without suffering a 
drop-off in talent, and that doesn’t even include 
incoming freshman Vontaze Burfict, the top- 
ranked middle linebacker among high school 
recruits. Erickson is so taken with Burfict he 
compares him to Baltimore Ravens great Ray 
Lewis. 

The Devils haven’t been able to slow down 
elite teams the last couple of years but that’s 
about to change. ASU should have one of the 
best defenses in the Pac-10, and if the 
secondary can step up, the Sun Devils could 
have one of the better units in the country. 


SPECIALISTS ASU’s special teams should be 
strong. Placekicker Thomas Weber won the 
Lou Groza Award as a freshman and has made 
86 percent of his field goal attempts. Weber 
also doubles as the punter and has averaged 
40.5 yards per boot. Wide receiver Kyle 
Williams is the primary returner. He averaged a 
conference-best 17.0 yards per punt return in 
2008 and was seventh in kickoff returns (23.3). 


FINAL ANALYSIS The same Sun Devil fans 
who were in love with Erickson after ASU 
finished 10-3 in 2007 became impatient when 
the team went 5-7 last year. Things should get 
better this season. 

The defense will keep ASU in a lot of games, 
but there are too many shortcomings on 
offense to imagine the Sun Devils challenging 
for the Pac-10 title. Given that ASU has to play 
at Georgia and has a brutal three-game stretch 
against California, USC and Oregon starting 
Oct. 31, an eight-win season would be 
satisfactory. 


20093 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (5-7, 4-5) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Idaho State Aug. 30 Northern Arizona §=9W 30-13 | [RS PerGame Rank 
Sept. 19 UL Monroe Sept. 6 Stanford W 41-17 | Scoring 22.8 ypg 84 
Sept. 26 at Georgia Sept. 13 UNLV L (ot) 20-23 | Rushing  89.lypg 113 
Oct. 3 Oregon State Sept. 20 Georgia L 10-27 | Passing 220.3 ypg 54 
Oct. 10 atWashington State | Oct. 4 at California L 14-24 | Total 309.4 ppg 100 
Oct. 17 Washington Oct. 11 at USC L 0-28 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Stanford Oct. 25 Oregon L 20-54 | Scoring 22.7 ypg 45 
Oct. 31 California Nov. 1 at Oregon State L 25-27 | Rushing 126.5 ypg 35 
Nov. 7 USC Nov. 8 at Washington W 39-19 | Passing 208.7 ypg 59 
Nov, 14 at Oregon Nov. 15 Washington State W 31-0 | Total 335.2ppg 44 
Nov, 21 at UCLA Nov. 28 UCLA W 34-9 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Arizona Dec. 6 at Arizona L 10-31 | +5 +0.42 33 
HEAD COACH: DENNIS ERICKSON * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 15-10 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 163-75-1 (20 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RICH OLSON * 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CRAIG BRAY 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


DEXTER DAVIS 
y oN 


THE QUOTE 


“They don’t seem to know who’s going to be the 
guy (at quarterback). I know they like the kid 
coming in from Montana (Brock Osweiler). Every 


always had a great quartert 
— An opposing Pac-L0 as 


OFFENSE (4) 
5 Kerry Taylor (ur) 
13 Chris McGaha (Sr.) 
6 Kyle Williams (Sr) 
67 Shawn Lauvao (Sr.) 
59 Jon Hargis (Jr.) 
52 Garth Gerhart (So.) 
73 Zach Schlink (So.) 
74 Tom Njunge (Sr) 
84 Jovon Williams (Sr) 
QB 15 Danny Sullivan (Sr) 
31 Dimitri Nance (Sr) 


DEFENSE (6) 
LE 34 James Brooks (So.) 
DT 50 Lawrence Guy (So.) 
DT 77 Saia Falahola (ur.) 
RE 58 Dexter Davis (Sr.) 
SLB 41 Shelly Lyons (So.) 
MLB 44 Travis Goethel (Sr.) 
WLB 25 Mike Nixon (Sr) 
CB 3 Omar Bolden (ur) 
CB 5 Terell Carr (Sr.) 
$S 2 Ryan McFoy (Sr.) 

9 Clint Floyd (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 28 Thomas Weber (ur) 
P 28 Thomas Weber (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


4 Gerell Robinson (So.) 
86 Ti. Simpson (So.) 

9 AJ. Pickens (Ft.) 
78 Kyle Johnson (Fr.) 
72 Andrew Sampson (Fr.) 
56 Thomas Altieri (Sr.) 
70 Mike Marcisz (So.) 
70 Mike Marcisz (So.) 
89 Dan Knapp (So.) 
10 Samson Szakacsy (So.) 
21 Ryan Bass (So.) 


49 Dean DeLeone (Jr) 
Corey Adams (Fr.) 

99 Jonathan English (Jr) 

92 Jamaar Jarrett (So.) 

21 Colin Parker (So.) 

_ Vontaze Burfict (Fr.) 
18 Oliver Aaron (So.) 
31 Pierre Singfield (Sr) 
23 Josh Jordan (So.) 
10 Keelan Johnson (Fr.) 

8 Jarrell Holman (Sr.) 


KR 6 Kyle Williams (Sr) 
PR 6 Kyle Williams (Sr) 


Passing: Danny Sullivan, 43-15-151-2, 1 TD 
Rushing: Dimitri Nance, 105 car., 410 yds., 3TDs 
Receiving: Chris McGaha, 35 rec., 501 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Mike Nixon, 90, 60 solo 


Sacks: Dexter Davis, 11 


Interceptions: Mike Nixon, 5 for 82 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


OFFENSE There will be some questions early 
on, as Northwestern loses multiyear starters at 
quarterback, running back and wide receiver. 
The team returns just 27.2 percent of its rushing 
yards, 11.7 percent of its passing output and 
18.6 percent of its receiving yards from last fall. 
The spread is tempo-based, and it could take 
several games for Mike Kafka and his teammates 
to find a groove. 

Kafka, who started the first four games in 
2006, moves back into the top job after gaining 
some valuable experience down the stretch last 
fall. The senior is an exceptional runner but 
must become more consistent with the short to 
intermediate passes that spur Northwestern's 
spread attack. He'll need playmakers to emerge, 
and preseason camp looms large for running 
backs Stephen Simmons and Jeravin Matthews, 
and wide receivers Andrew Brewer, Sidney 
Stewart and Jeremy Ebert. 

Northwestern needs continued improvement 
from a line that returns four starters. Pass 
protection will be paramount, and the line needs 
to allow coordinator Mick McCall to attack 
downfield. Kafka’s skills suit Northwestern's 
system better than those of his predecessor, but 
the unit undoubtedly will have its growing 


pains. 


DEFENSE The Wildcats haven't had so much 
depth on defense since head coach Pat Fitzgerald 
finished his playing days in 1996. This once 
again will be a defense-oriented team, rooted in 
a strong pass rush and one of the Big ‘Ten’s top 
secondaries. All-America candidate Corey 
Wootton returns for his senior year, but his 
effectiveness coming off of ACL surgery remains 
a question. Vince Browne is a budding star at the 
other end spot, though Northwestern needs a 


Northwestern led the Big 
Ten with 34 sacks in 2008. 
The Wildcats had only 18 
sacks the previous season. 


Nl Nl 
WILDCATS _ 


solid run stopper after losing standout John Gill. 

Linebacker is the big question mark, but 
Northwestern identified its three starters during 
spring ball and looks to build depth. Nate 
Williams gained some valuable experience at 
middle linebacker in the second half of 2008, 
and Quentin Davie brings good versatility to the 
strong side. 

After mucking it up for most of the decade, 
the secondary is certifiably the team’s strongest 
unit. Three All-Big Ten performers join 
freshman All-American Jordan Mabin in a 
foursome that combined for 10 interceptions, 
29 pass breakups and five forced fumbles last 
season. Fitzgerald considers Brad Phillips 
arguably the team’s best player and could use the 
safety in multiple spots this fall. 


SPECIALISTS Special teams continue to cost 
Northwestern games, and Fitzgerald needs 
greater consistency across the board in 2009. 
Punter Stefan Demos improved at rugby-style 
punting last fall but must become more reliable 
in crucial situations after a damaging mistake in 
the Alamo Bowl. Scholarship kicker Jeff Budzien 
arrives this summer and is expected to take over 
on field goals and kickoffs. The return game has 
been subpar, but Matthews could make a big 
difference. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Northwestern has improved 
its win total in each of the last two seasons, and 
an opportunity for another step forward — or at 
least a side step — arrives this fall. Several factors 
favor the Wildcats, namely a transformed 
defense that returns eight starters and a favorable 
schedule that doesn’t include Ohio State. There 
will be growing pains on offense after losing so 
much at the skill spots, but if Northwestern can 
get by with defense and line play for a while, 
things should come together nicely. The 
Wildcats have reached back-to-back bow! games 
only once in their mostly pathetic history, but 
another postseason appearance certainly seems 
within reach this fall. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (9-4, 5-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Towson Aug. 30 Syracuse Ww 30-10 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Eastern Michigan Sept. 6 at Duke W 24-20 | Scoring 24.4 ppg = 74 
Sept. 19 at Syracuse Sept. 13 Southern Illinois = W = 33-7) Rushing 141.8 ypg 64 
Sept. 26 Minnesota Sept. 20 Ohio W 16-81 passing 216.7 ypg 59 
Oct. 3 at Purdue re aie W217! Total © 3585ypg 6 

+ Oct. 11 Michigan State L 20-37 

Oct. 10 Miami (OH) Oct. 18 Purdue W 48-26 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 17 at Michigan State Oct. 25 at Indiana Lt -19-21 | Scoring 20.2 ppg 26 
Oct. 24 Indiana Nov, 1 at Minnesota W 24-17 | Rushing 1264ypg 34 
Oct. 31 Penn State Nov. 8 Ohio State L 10-45 | Passing 214.2 ypg 71 
Nov. 7 atIowa Nov. 15 at Michigan W 21-14 | Total 340.5 ypg 49 
Nov. 14 at Illinoi Nov. 22 Illinois W 27-10 asrai 

so i amas Dec. 29 #Missouri L (ot) 23-30 = ue rE ee 


#Alamo Bowl 


HEAD COACH: PAT FITZGERALD = RECORD AT SCHOOL: 19-18 (3 YEARS) + CAREER RECORD: 19-18 (3 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MICK MCCALL * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE HANKWIIZ 


MIKE KAFKA | 
THE QUOTE 


“Those off-years won’t ever be bad again. 
They might not win eight, nine, LO, but they’re 
going to win six, seven, eight. I don’t think 
with (Pat) Fitzgerald they will ever go 
back to those bad years.” 
— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 11 Jeremy Ebert (So.) 
WR 12 Andrew Brewer (Sr.) 
WR _ 5 Sidney Stewart (Jr) 
75 Al Netter (So.) 
63 Keegan Grant (ur.) 
65 Ben Burkett (So.) 
64 Doug Bartels (So.) 
76 Desmond Taylor (Sr.) 
9 Drake Dunsmore (So.) 
13 Mike Kafka (Sr.) 
25 Stephen Simmons (Jr) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 99 Corey Wootton (Sr) 

DT 98 Corbin Bryant (ur.) 

DT 67 Marshall Thomas (Sr.) 

DE 94 Vince Browne (So.) 

LB 35 Ben Johnson (So.) 
57 Nate Williams (ur.) 
41 Quentin Davie (Ur) 
26 Jordan Mabin (So.) 
24 Sherrick McManis (Sr) 

4 Brendan Smith (Sr.) 

17 Brad Phillips (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Jeff Budzien (Fr.) 
P I Stefan Demos (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


6 Charles Brown (So.) 
88 Martin Bayless (Fr.) 
15 Carl Fisher (Jr) 

66 Mike Boyle (Jr.) 
72 Brian Mulroe (Fr) 
73 Colin Armstrong (So.) 
69 Nick Adamle (Fr.) 
78 Kurt Mattes (Sr) 
89 Josh Rooks (ur.) 
7 Dan Persa (So.) 
3 Jeravin Matthews (So.) 


42 Kevin Watt (So.) 

90. Jack DiNardo (So.) 
79 Adam Hahn (Sr.) 
71 Cameron Joplin (Fr) 
51 Bryce McNaul (So.) 
50 Chris Jeske (Sr.) 
52 Aaron Nagel (So.) 
21 Mike Bolden (So.) 
28 Justan Vaughn (Jr) 
32 David Arnold (So.) 
10 Brian Peters (So.) 


KR 3 Jeravin Matthews (So.) 
PR 11 Jeremy Ebert (So.) 


Passing: Mike Kafka, 46-32-330-3, 2TDs 
Rushing: Mike Kafka, 68 car., 321 yds., 1TD 
Receiving: Andrew Brewer, 18 rec., 145 yds., OTD 


Tackles: Brad Phillips, 109, 56 solo 


Sacks: Corey Wootton, 10 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


(#) indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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How quickly can Rutgers replace 
two of the best skill players in school history? 
The answer will determine whether the 
Knights can claim the program's first Big East 
title. Fifth-year seniors Domenic Natale and 
Jabu Lovelace combined for 36 passing yards 
last season. They're the early frontrunners to 


PISCATAWAY, N.J 


replace Mike Teel — the most accomplished 
passer Rutgers has ever had — and partly by 
default. Behind them are two redshirt 


freshmen. The general feeling is that freshman 
Tom Savage, the most highly rated quarterback 
Rutgers has ever signed, will be the starter some 
day. Savage is so eager to learn the offense that 
he was a frequent visitor at spring practice. 

Finding reliable targets is also a concern 
after record-setting wide receiver Kenny Britt 
bolted to the NFL. That leaves game-breaker 
Tim Brown as the only experienced receiver 
from a unit that helped the Knights lead the 
Big East in passing and scoring offense last 
year. Shamar Graves is the lone returnee at 
tight end, but reinforcements at the position 
figure to come from true freshmen Paul 
Carrezola and Malcolm Bush. 

But with the entire offensive line intact, 
anchored by standout left tackle Anthony 
Davis and center Ryan Blaszczyk, the starting 
quarterback may only have to “manage” the 
offense early. The top four running backs 
return, as does fullback Jack Corcoran, and the 
running game should get a boost with the 
arrival of highly touted freshman De’Antwan 
Williams. 


Rutgers has averaged 8.5 wins 
over the past four years. In Greg 
Schiano’s first four seasons at RU, 
the Knights averaged three wins. 


The emergence of Ryan D'Imperio 
as a dominant middle linebacker has the 
coaching staff believing this defense will be a 
good one despite the loss of five starters. For a 


UTGERS 
SLE) KNIGHTS 


change, there’s size and depth along the 
defensive line, where end George Johnson 
appears poised for an all-conference season. 
D’Imperio will be flanked by veteran Damaso 
Munoz on the strong side, with promising 
junior Antonio Lowery taking over on the 
weak side. Even the backups are impressive: 
Manny Abreu, one of the jewels of the 2007 
recruiting class, is a part-time starter, and 
Marcus Witherspoon, a transfer from 
Michigan, is ready to go. 

If there’s a concern defensively, it’s depth at 
the corner spots, with three-year starter Devin 
McCourty the only proven player at the 
position. Sophomore David Rowe should 
make a bid for a starting job. But there is help 
coming from the freshman class. The safety 
positions are in solid hands with Joe Lefeged 
and Zaire Kitchen, and there’s depth at both 
spots. 


Kicker San San Te and punter 
Teddy Dellaganna return after solid first 
seasons as starters. Te, a sophomore, has the 
potential to become one of the nation’s best. 
The return games need a boost — and could 
get it from new special teams coordinator 
Robb Smith. 


With 13 starters back from 
a team that won its final seven games, 
including the program's third-straight bowl 
victory, Rutgers is a steady quarterback away 
from being a major player in the Big East race. 
This team may simply have to ride its running 
game and defense until that quarterback 
emerges. 

There's an immediate test with the opener 
in newly expanded Rutgers Stadium against 
Cincinnati. The conference schedule-maker 
must anticipate that something special is 
brewing is Piscataway by having the Knights 
close the season on Dec. 5 against perennial 
power West Virginia. That game could 
determine the league champ. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (8-5, 5-2) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 7 Cincinnati Sept. 1 Fresno State L 7-24 | Roe PerGame . ‘Rank 
Sept. 12 Howard Sept. 11 North Carolina L 12-44 | Scoring 29.0 ppg 39 
Sept. 19 Florida International | Sept. 20 at Navy L 21-23 | Rushing 128.0 ypg 80 
Sept. 26 at Maryland Sent. 27 Morgan State. W 38-0 | passing 2704ypg ~—s«18 

Oct. 4 at West Virginia L 17-24 Total 398.4 ypg 39 
gal a Oct. 11 at Cincinnati L 1013 : 
Oct. 16 Pittsburgh Oct. 18 Connecticut w i210 | BESS PerGame Rank 
Oct. 23 at Army Oct. 25 at Pittsburgh w 54-34 | Scoring 189ppg 19 
Oct. 31 at Connecticut Nov, 8 Syracuse w 35-17 | Rushing 135.6ypg 47 
Nov. 12 South Florida Nov. 15 at South Florida Ww 49-16 | Passing 191.3 ypg 36 
Nov. 21 at Syracuse Nov. 22 Army W 30-3 | Total 326.9 ypg 33 

rae Dec. 4 Louisville W 63-14 = 

Se ee Dec. 29 #NC State W 29-73 | SAAMI 
Dec. 5 West Virginia +1 +0.08 55 


#Papajohns.com Bowl 
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ANTHG . 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 2 Tim Brown (Sr) 

WR 18 Julian Hayes (Jr) 
LT 75 Anthony Davis (Jr) 
LG 60 Caleb Ruch (So.) 

C 61 Ryan Blaszcyk (Sr) 
RG 77 Art Forst (So.) 

RT 78 Kevin Haslam (Sr.) 
TE 3 Shamar Graves (ur.) 
QB 11 Domenic Natale (Sr.) 
FB 19 Jack Corcoran (Sr) 
TB 8 Kordell Young (ur.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

LE 31 George Johnson (Sr) 
DT 96 Charlie Noonan (Jr) 
DT 91 Justin Francis (So.) 
RE 45 Alex Silvestro (Jr.) 
SLB 17 Damaso Munoz (Sr.) 
MLB 44 Ryan D’Imperio (Sr) 
WLB 50 Antonio Lowery (ur) 
CB 21 Devin McCourty (Sr.) 
CB 4 David Rowe (So.) 

SS 26 Joe Lefeged (Jr.) 

FS 29 Zaire Kitchen (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 1 San San Te (So.) 
P 93 Teddy Dellaganna (Jr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Domenic Natale, 8-3-36-0, 0TD 
Rushing: Kordell Young, 142 car., 554 yds., 5TDs 
Receiving: Tim Brown, 27 rec., 565 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Ryan D'Imperio, 93, 41 solo 
Sacks: Ryan D'Imperio, 5.5 
Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


5 Tim Wright (Fr.) 

83 Keith Stroud (Fr) 

73 Desmond Stapleton (So.) 

74 Howard Barbieri (ur) 

65 Matthew Hardison (So.) 

70 Desmond Wynn (So.) 

71 Devon Watkis (Fr) 
Paul Carrezola (Fr) 
Tom Savage (Fr) 

37 Andres Morales (Jr) 

39 Jourdan Brooks (So.) 


57 Sorie Bayoh (Jr) 

52 Eric LeGrand (So.) 

48 Blair Bines (Sr.) 

99 Jonathan Freeny (Ur) 

58 Marcus Witherspoon (Fr) 

53 Jim Dumont (ur) 

51 Manny Abreu (So.) 
Logan Ryan (Fr.) 

35 Billy Anderson (Sr) 

47 Patrick Kivlehan (So.) 

20 Khaseem Greene (Fr.) 


KR 24 Mason Robinson (Jr) 
PR 26 Joe Lefeged (Ur) 
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OFFENSE A vocal majority of Pittsburgh fans 
spent the past couple of years calling for the 
ouster of offensive coordinator Matt 
Cavanaugh. Turns out, Cavanaugh left on his 
own accord for a job with New York Jets. Will 
change do the Panthers good? We shall see. 
New coordinator Frank Cignetti inherits a 
team that has a precarious situation at 
quarterback and will be without All-America 
running back LeSean McCoy. 

Incumbent starter Bill Stull and 2007 
starter Pat Bostick have combined for 27 
interceptions and only 19 touchdowns the past 
two seasons. Stull has shown flashes of big-play 
ability, but arm strength and consistency 
remain question marks. Coach Dave 
Wannstedt will not hesitate to replace Stull 
with either Bostick, a highly regarded recruit 
in ’07, or redshirt freshman Tino Sunseri. 

The quarterbacks won't lack for a quality 
target. Sophomore Jonathan Baldwin, who 
averaged 22.4 yards on 18 catches last season, 
is poised for a breakout year. At running back, 
freshmen Chris Burns and Dion Lewis, an 
early enrollee, are talented yet untested. Lewis 
opened eyes in spring drills with a blend of 
speed and shiftiness reminiscent of Maurice 
Jones-Drew. 

The offensive line features two new starters 
in right tackle Lucas Nix and left guard Chris 
Jacobson, but that might not be a bad thing. 
That duo ranks among the best line recruits 
Pittsburgh has seen in a decade. 

Pittsburgh’s three returning 
running backs combined to rush 

for 49 yards last year. The sf ce 
Panthers lost their three top 

rushers, who totaled 1,885 yards. 


DEFENSE When Wannstedt was hired at 
Pittsburgh five years ago, his stated goal was to 
land a number of game-changing defensive 
linemen. He has not disappointed. The 
Panthers’ junior defensive end duo of Greg 


Romeus and Jabaal Sheard could be vying for 
national accolades. They combined for 13 
sacks and 26 tackles for a loss last season. Long 
and athletic, Romeus added three blocked 
extra points, and Sheard deflected seven passes. 
Inside, the Panthers are nearly as potent with 
senior Mick Williams, who often appeared 
unblockable last season. 

Three of four starters return from a 
secondary that was among the best in the 
league last fall, including All-Big East senior 
cornerback Aaron Berry. At linebacker, 
converted tailback Greg Williams is evolving 
into a game-changer. He had 47 tackles and 
6.5 tackles for a loss last season. 


SPECIALISTS Either junior Dan Hutchins or 
freshman Kevin Harper will try to replace 
Conor Lee, the most accurate placekicker in 
Pitt history. Hutchins also takes over for the 
departed Dave Brytus at punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Wannstedt enters the 


pivotal fifth year of his tenure. The former 
NFL boss has brought in high-end recruiting 
classes, but his record sits at 25-23 with only 
one bowl appearance. His Panthers, though, 
showed signs of returning to prominence last 
fall with their first nine-win regular season in 
26 years and a trip to the Sun Bowl. 

Wannstedt’s outlook? “Getting to nine wins 
was nice, but it’s not a championship. We're all 
here to win a championship.” 

Reaching that goal will be challenging in 
2009, considering the Panthers lost McCoy 
and All-America linebacker Scott McKillop. 
Not to worry, Wannstedt says. “We've brought 
in solid depth over the years — now it’s time 
those players step up.” 

Pittsburgh has enough talent to navigate a 
relatively light non-conference schedule, which 
includes Youngstown State, Buffalo and Navy, 
and be competitive in the Big East. Anything 
short of a second consecutive bowl game and 
eight victories will be a disappointment. 


Sept. 5 Youngstown State 30 Bowling Green 


Aug. 

Sept.12 at Buffalo Sept. 6 Buffalo 
Sept.19 Navy Sept. 20 lowa 
Sept. 26 at NC State Sept. 27 at Syracuse 
Get) 2-at Louisville Oct. 2 at South Florida 

- : Oct. 18 at Navy 
Oct. 10 Connecticut Oct. 25 Rutgers 
Oct. 16 at Rutgers Nov. 1 at Notre Dame 
Oct. 24 South Florida Nov. 8 Louisville 
Nov. 7 Syracuse Nov. 22 at Cincinnati 
Nov. 14 Notre Dame Nov. 28 West Virginia 
Nov. 27 at West Virginia Dec. 6 at Connecticut 
Dec. 5. Cincinnati Dec. 31 #Oregon State 


#Sun Bowl 


HEAD COACH: DAVE WANNSTEDT * RECORD AT SCHOOL 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: FRANK 


yeeynl . 
MIG 


17-27 


L Offense PerGame — Rank 
W 27-16} Scoring  27.1ppg 50 
W 21-20 | Rushing 139.1 ypg 65 
* a Passing 203.4 ypg 68 
W 42-21 Total 342.5 ypg 77 
L 34-54 Defense PerGame Rank 
W (ot) 36-33 | Scoring 21.5 ppg 35 
Ww 41-7 | Rushing 124.2 ypg 29 
L 21-28 | Passing 193.0 ypg 38 
W 19-15 | Total 317.2 ypg 27 
Ww 34-10 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
cal 5a ie 13 73 


YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PHI! BENNETT 
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OFFENSE (7) 

WR 82 Jonathan Baldwin (So.) 

WR 1 Cedric McGee (Sr.) 
77 Jason Pinkston (Jr.) 
54 Chris Jacobson (So.) 
64 Robb Houser (Sr.) 
74 John Malecki (Sr) 
52 Lucas Nix (So.) 
80 Nate Byham (Sr) 
11 Bill Stull (Sr) 
27 Henry Hynoski (So.) 
28 Dion Lewis (Fr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 91 Greg Romeus (ur) 
DT 95 Mick Williams (Sr) 
DT 94 Myles Caragein (So.) 
DE 97 Jabaal Sheard (Jr.) 
OLB 38 Greg Williams (So.) 
MLB 8 Adam Gunn (Sr) 
OLB 49 Max Gruder (So.) 
CB 17 Aaron Berry (St.) 
CB 7 Jovani Chappel (Sr.) 
SS 31 Dom DeCicco (ur) 
S 4 Elijah Fields (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 47 Kevin Harper (Fr.) 
P 31: Dan Hutchins (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


s — it could go 
their two est stars 
middle 


88 Oderick Turner (Sr) 
10 Aundre Wright (So.) 
68 Jordan Gibbs (So.) 
56 Joe Thomas (Sr.) 
53 Alex Karabin (Ur) 
69 Jared Martin (Jr) 
60 Greg Gaskins (So.) 
2 Dorin Dickerson (Sr.) 
19 Pat Bostick (Jr) 
43 Shariff Harris (So.) 
29 Chris Burns (Fr.) 


46 Shayne Hale (Fr.) 
57 Craig Bokor (Sr) 
93 Gus Mustakas (Sr.) 
90 Tony Tucker (So.) 
44 Nate Nix (Jr) 

6 Steve Dell (Sr) 
32 Tristan Roberts (So.) 
39 Jarred Holley (Fr) 
26 Ricky Gary (Jr) 
31 Irvan Brown (Sr) 
4) Andrew Taglianetti (So.) 


KR 10 Aundre Wright (So.) 
PR 9 Tw. Porter (Sr) 


Passing: Bill Stull, 330-188-2,356-10, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Aundre Wright, 5 car., 34 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: T.J. Porter, 25 rec., 357 yds., OTD 


Tackles: Dom DeCicco, 56, 38 solo 


Sacks: Greg Romeus, 7.5 


Interceptions: Dom DeCicco, 4 for 0 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Wisconsin has a handful of 
intriguing wide receivers, two pro prospects at 
tight end and a potential All-Big Ten tailback 
in sophomore John Clay. However, if coach 
Bret Bielema doesn’t receive more efficient 
quarterback play than last season, 2009 will 
hold more disappointment. 

Fifth-year senior Dustin Sherer started the 
final seven games of 2008 but his numbers in 
those games — six touchdowns, four 
interceptions and 20 sacks — weren't good 
enough. Sherer appeared more consistent and 
relaxed in the spring and is the favorite to start 
the opener. However, he isn’t a legitimate 
running threat, and it remains uncertain 
whether he is good enough to beat a quality 
foe. 

UW also lost three multi-year starters on the 
line (both guards and right tackle), and the 
players battling for the vacant starting 
positions are, for the most part, unproven. 

If the line struggles and the quarterback play 
doesn’t improve, UW’s offense won't frighten 


anyone. 


DEFENSE Wisconsin's formula for failure on 
defense last season was simple. The defensive 
line grew ineffective late in games because a 
lack of depth forced the starters to stay on the 
field too long; the linebackers were plagued by 
injury and inconsistency; and the secondary 
was suspect, in large part because the coaches 
never knew what they would get from week to 
week at free safety. 

Line coach Charlie Partridge could have a 
deeper unit this season, in part because 
end/tackle J.J. Watt is eligible after sitting out 
last season as a transfer and because several 
players who were little-used reserves in 2008 


Wisconsin quarterbacks threw 
11 touchdown passes and 

11 interceptions in 333 
attempts last season. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 Northern Illinois Aug. 30 Akron W Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Fresno State Sept. 6 Marshall W 51-14 | Scoring 275ppg 47 
Sept. 19 Wofford Sept. 13 at Fresno State W 13-10 | Rushing 211.2ypg 14 
Sept. 26 Michigan State Sept 2a Michigan La Passing 188.1 ypg 84 
: Oct. 4 Ohio State L 17-20 Total 399.2 ypg 37 
Oct. 3\:at Minnesota Oct. 11 Penn State L 7-48 
Oct. 10 at Ohio State Oct. 18 at Iowa L 16-38 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Iowa Oct. 25 Illinois W 27-17 | Scoring  265ppg 66 
Oct. 31 Purdue Nov. latMichiganState L 24-25 | Rushing 133.3 ypg 44 
Nov. 7 at Indiana Nov. 8 at Indiana W 55-20 | Passing 195.8 ypg 44 
Nov. 14 Michigan Nov. 15 Minnesota ah oe Total 329.1 ypg 37 
Nov. 22 Cal Poly W (ot) 36-35 aot 
= ean Dec. 27 #FloridaState lL 1342 7 es oer 


HEAD COACH: BRET BIELE 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; PAUL 


2008 RESULTS 


> (7-6, 3-5) 


#Champs Sports Bowl 


MA * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 7 
CHRYST * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE DOEREN 


28-11 (3 Y 


L 


rem ec . 

14 tii 
have matured enough to be counted on this 
season. 

The line must make more plays in the 
backfield this season, because the linebacking 
unit is untested and lacks depth and the 
secondary isn’t good enough to cover receivers 
for an extended period of time. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Philip Welch and punter 
Brad Nortman are sophomores and budding 
stars. Junior David Gilreath led the Big Ten in 
punt returns two seasons ago. Those are the 
highlights here. Wisconsin struggled in most 
phases of special teams. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Bielema posted a 12-1 
mark in his rookie season as head coach in 
2006 and was the toast of Madison. After 
seeing UW fall to 9-4 in 2007 and 7-6 last 
season, some UW fans wish they could raise a 
glass and offer Bielema a farewell toast. That 
isn't going to happen, but the Badgers must 
show dramatic improvement in all facets of the 
game to reverse the two-year slump. 

UW hasn't had consistently — solid 
quarterback play since John Stocco was a 
senior in 2006. Another season of errant 
throws and erroneous decisions cannot be 
tolerated. If Sherer doesn’t improve his play, 
don't be surprised to see the staff opt for a 
youth movement, likely with redshirt 
freshman Curt Phillips. 

When UW won 12 games in 2006, the 
defense was tough, smart, disciplined and 
strong up the middle. Inconsistency at middle 
linebacker and both safety spots has been an 
issue for most of the last two seasons, and to 
the surprise of no one, the defense has 
struggled. More of the same won't be tolerated. 

The special teams have — gradually 
deteriorated since Bielema took over as head 
coach, and last year was brutal. Among Big 
Ten teams, UW finished last in kickoff returns, 
ninth in kickoff coverage, eighth in net 
punting, and seventh in punt returns. 


} 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
38-17 


EARS) * CAREER RECORD: 28-11 (3 YEARS) 
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THE QUOTE 


“Bu. Hill left early. I don’t think that’s a big hit 
for them. He was overrated. ... 
(John) Clay is better than Hill?” 
— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
} 7 Kyle Jefferson (ur) 
85 David Gilreath (Jr) 
_ 68 Gabe Carimi (Jr) 
78 Jake Bscherer (Jr) 
74 John Moffitt (ur.) 
76 Bill Nagy (Jr) 
66 Peter Konz (Fr.) 
89 Garrett Graham (Sr.) 
18 Dustin Sherer (Sr.) 
FB 20 Bradie Ewing (So.) 
TB 32 John Clay (So.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 50 O’Brien Schofield (Sr.) 
87 J.J. Watt (So.) 
45 Dan Moore (Sr) 
97 Brendan Kelly (Fr.) 
27 Blake Sorensen (ur.) 
MLB 15 Culmer St. Jean (ur) 
WLB 47 Jaevery McFadden (Sr.) 
CB 7 Aaron Henry (So.) 
CB 29 Niles Brinkley (Jr) 
S 12 Jay Valai (Jr) 
$ 21 Chris Maragos (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 18 Philip Welch (So.) 
P 98 Brad Nortman (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


6 Isaac Anderson (Jr.) 
1 Nick Toon (So.) 
58 Ricky Wagner (Fr) 
70 Keith Zeitler (Fr) 
72 Travis Frederick (Fr.) 
65 Joe Schafer (Fr.) 
67 Josh Oglesby (So.) 
36 Mickey Turner (Jr) 
10 Curt Phillips (Fr.) 
42 Sam Spitz (Fr) 
30 Zach Brown (Jr) 


93 Louis Nzegwu (So.) 

79 Jeff Stehle (Sr.) 

95 Patrick Butrym (So,) 

11 David Gilbert (Fr) 

41 Kevin Rouse (So.) 

43 Leonard Hubbard (Fr.) 

53 Mike Taylor (Fr) 

10 Devin Smith (So.) 

26 Antonio Fenelus (So.) 
8 Aubrey Pleasant (Sr.) 

25 Shane Carter (Sr.) 


KR 85 David Gilreath (Jr) 
PR 85 David Gilreath (ur) 


Passing: Dustin Sherer, 191-104-1,389-5, 6 TDs 
Rushing: John Clay, 155 car., 884 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Garrett Graham, 40 rec., 540 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Jaevery McFadden, 84, 34 solo 


Sacks: O'Brien Schofield, 5 


Interceptions: Niles Brinkley, 4 for 66 yds. 


{#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


OFFENSE New coordinator Gus Malzahn has 
promised a fast-paced offense that packs a 
punch and chews up yards. And although he's 
emphasized the importance of the running 
game, Malzahn’s offense also needs a smart, 
strong-armed quarterback with mobility, The 
quarterback question is the most glaring and 
urgent issue on the team. Juniors Kodi Burns 
and Neil Caudle left spring practice in a virtual 
tie for the top spot, although Burns remains 
the favorite. After the midseason firing of 
coordinator Tony Franklin, Burns directed 
Auburn’s makeshift offense with limited 
success. Caudle is a career backup who has 
struggled with injuries and interceptions. 
Chris Todd remains a wild card candidate. 

Senior Ben Tate (159 carries for 664 yards) 
was the team’s leading rusher in 2008, and 
running backs coach Curtis Luper has 
promised that Tate will finish his career with a 
1,000-yard season. Auburn desperately needs a 
receiver to step up as a big-play threat. 
Tailback/H-back/receiver Mario Fannin could 
flourish in Malzahn’s wildcat role. 

Auburn's linemen have been encouraged to 
bulk up after losing weight for last year’s spread 
system. Auburn's front five is experienced and 
reliable, but the bench is lean and untested. If 
Auburn remains healthy, this will be a solid 
unit. If there are injuries, it could get ugly. 


DEFENSE Before he was a head coach, Gene 
Chizik was known as one of the top defensive 
coordinators in the nation. Chizik hired 


Auburn went 2-6 in the SEC. 
It was the school’s first losing 
conference record since 
1999, Tommy Tuberville’s 

first year with the Tigers. 


former Duke head coach Ted Roof from 
Minnesota to run the defense, but still spends 
much of his time on that side of the ball. 
Chizik had two big recruiting pitches to make 
when he was hired and neither involved high 


school players. He convinced senior end 
Antonio Coleman to return to Auburn for his 
final year, but lost tackle Sen’ Derrick Marks to 
the NFL Draft. 

Junior college transfer Eltoro Freeman was 
elevated to the first team only a few days after 
he practiced for the first time in an Auburn 
jersey this spring. Roof’s decision was 
validation of Freeman's recruiting hype, but 
also an indication that Auburn’s linebacker 
depth is so precarious that there’s no time to 
waste with formalities. 

Injuries hit Auburn's secondary harder than 
any other position last year, forcing many true 
freshmen to be tossed into games before they 
were ready. That should pay dividends in 
2009, as Auburn returns a healthier, deeper 
and more experienced unit. 


SPECIALISTS Coaches trotted out some walk- 
ons to push returning kicker Wesley Byrum, 
but it’s not clear whether a kicking battle is 
really brewing. Chandler Brooks and Morgan 
Hull will get another shot at Byrum in the fall. 
Punter Clinton Durst fended off a spring 
challenge from Ryan Shoemaker to hold on to 
his job. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Chizik can win over the 
remaining fans still skeptical of his 5-19 
record at Iowa State by getting off to a good 
start in 2009, but it won't be easy. Auburn has 
many of the same personnel deficiencies that 
contributed to an offensive collapse and 5-7 
finish in 2008, Tuberville’s 10th and final year 
on the Plains. 

In many respects, the storylines are the same 
as they were a year ago: “Bold, innovative 
coordinator tries to install his system on a team 
lacking a proven quarterback or offensive 
playmakers. Always-reliable defense must pull 
an extra load in the interim.” 

That's not to say Auburn can’t turn things 
around this year. But many of the things that 
went wrong in 2008 will have to go right. 


Louisiana Tech Aug. 30 UL Monroe W 34-0 | Ie PenGamemn Rank 
Sept. 12 Mississippi State Sept. 6 Southern Miss W 27-13] Scoring  17.3ppg 1110 
Sept.19 West Virginia Sept. 13 at Mississippi State W 3-2] Rushing 137.5 ypg 69 
Sept. 26 Ball State Sept. 20 LSU L 21-26 | Passing 1654ypg 99 
Oct. 3 atTennessee Sept. 27 Tennessee W 14-12 | Total 302.9 ypg 104 
Oct. 10 at Arkansas Oct. 4 at Vanderbilt L 13-14 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Kentucky Oct. 11 Arkansas L 22-25 | Scoring 180ppg 14 
Oct. 24 at LSU Oct. 23 at West Virginia L 17-34 | Rushing 138.9ypg 54 
Oct. 31 Ole Miss Nov. 1 at Ole Miss L 7-17 | Passing 1788ypg 19 
Nov. 7 Furman Nov, 8 Tennessee-Martin w 37-20 | _ [otal 317.8 ypg 29 
Nov. 14 at Georgia Nov. 15 Georgia { S137 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Alabama Nov. 29 at Alabama lL 0-36 | 38 -0.67 +100 
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OFFENSE (6) 


WR 


RB 


84 Montez Billings (Sr.) 

13 Tim Hawthorne (ur) 

89 Darvin Adams (So.) 

73 Lee Ziemba (Jr) 

57 Byron Isom (Jr) 

50 Ryan Pugh (So.) 

66 Mike Berry (ur) 

75 Andrew McCain (Sr) 
5 Tommy Trott (Sr.) 

18 Kodi Burns (Jr.) 

44 Ben Tate (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 
oT 
DT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 


49 Michael Goggans (ur.) 
93 Mike Blanc (Jr) 
91 Jake Ricks (Sr) 
52 Antonio Coleman (Sr.) 
46 Craig Stevens (Jr) 
21 Eltoro Freeman (So.) 
17 Josh Bynes (ur) 
6 Walter McFadden (Sr.) 
2 Aairon Savage (Sr) 
26 Mike McNeil (Jr.) 
4 Zac Etheridge (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
P 


18 Wes Byrum (ur) 
97 Clinton Durst (ur.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Kodi Burns, 179-94-1,050-7, 2TDs 
Rushing: Ben Tate, 159 car., 664 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Montez Billings, 24 rec., 277 yds., OTD 


Tackles: Zac Etheridge, 75, 38 solo 


Sacks: Antonio Coleman, 6 
Interceptions: Josh Bynes, 3 for 33 yds. 


81 Terrell Zachery (ur) 
DeAngelo Benton (Fr.) 

87 Derek Winter (So.) 

77 A.J. Greene (So.) 

53 Bart Eddins (ur) 

66 Mike Berry (Jr) 

79 Jared Cooper (So.) 

55 Vance Smith (So.) 
Philip Lutzenkirchen (Fr) 

19 Neil Caudle (ur) 

27 Mario Fannin (Jr) 


45 Antoine Carter (ur) 
98 Zach Clayton (ur) 

97 Derrick Lykes (Fr.) 

92 Cameron Henderson (Fr.) 
38 Marcus Jemison (Fr.) 
39 Spencer Pybus (So.) 
31 Adam Herring (So.) 

22 T’Sharvan Bell (Fr.) 

15 Neiko Thorpe (So.) 

33 Christian Thompson (So.) 
11 Mike Slade (So.) 


KR 27 Mario Fannin (Jr) 
PR 6 Walter McFadden (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Tim Clark/Athton Sports 


NSE Vanderbilt ranked 117th in the 
nation in total offense last season, so it wasn’t 
too much of a surprise when the coaching staff 
shook things up in the spring, implementing a 
no-huddle attack. Senior Mackenzi Adams 
and sophomore Larry Smith will battle for the 
starting assignment in preseason camp. Both 
have the skill set to operate the new offense, 
but the no-huddle appears to be an ideal fit for 
Smith, who ran a similar attack in high school. 

Tailback Jared Hawkins performed 
adequately in his first season as a starter, 
averaging a respectable 4.3 yards per attempt 
en route to a team-high 593 yards. But the 
Commodores simply need more of a big-play 
threat from the running back position. That is 
where the freshman class comes in. Vanderbilt 
signed three three-star tailbacks — Zac Stacy, 
Warren Norman and Wesley Tate — who will 
have an opportunity to play right away. 


Vanderbilt has won at six different road 

venues during Bobby Johnson’s seven ' 
years. Since the mid-1960s, no other 

Commodore coach had won at more 

than three opposing league stadiums. 


Vanderbilt lost two starting receivers 
(George Smith and Sean Walker) to graduation 
and another starter (Justin Wheeler) to a torn 
ACL in the spring, yet the coaches are 
comfortable enough with the talent at the 
position that they elected to move all-purpose 
threat Jamie Graham to cornerback in the 
offseason. Terence Jeffers, a transfer from 
UConn, should emerge as the top option. 

Vanderbilt returns seven linemen who started 
at least five games during the 2008 season. The 
group had its moments, but when an offense 
averages just over 250 yards per game, it’s safe 
to assume the line was not a strength. 


Vanderbilt likely will never boast one 
of the SEC’s top defensive lines, but position 
coach Ricky Logo has molded his collection of 


2008 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 


blue-collar types into a solid unit. All four 
starters return, headlined by tackle Greg 
Billinger, a one-time Georgia commitment. 

The strength of the defense is undoubtedly 
the linebacking corps. Patrick Benoist received 
second-team All-SEC honors in 2008 after 
leading the team with 109 tackles, but the real 
star of the group is sophomore middle 
linebacker Chris Marve. Under-recruited 
because of his size — he's listed at 6'0" — 
Marve impressed the coaching staff during his 
redshirt season and lived up to expectations in 
his first season. 

Coach Bobby Johnson is pleased with the 
quality of the players in the Vanderbilt 
secondary. There just aren't enough of them, 
especially at cornerback. “The numbers are 


going to be scary,” he says. The coaching staff 


believes Myron Lewis, a 6'3" senior 
cornerback, is every bit as good as departed 


All-American D.J. Moore. 


i Punter Brett Upson, the MVP 
of the Music City Bowl, is back for his senior 
season, but the Commodores must replace 
placekicker Bryant Hahnfeldt, who drilled 
three field goals in the bowl game. Moore's loss 
will be felt in the return game, where he 
ranked 11th in the nation in punt returns 


(14.4 per) and also handled kickoffs. 


Vanderbilt accomplished 
something in 2008 that hadn't been done at the 
school in more than two decades — win more 
games than it lost. Before you dismiss the 
Commodores as a one-hit wonder who will 
quietly slip back to the bottom of the SEC food 
chain, keep in mind that Johnson welcomes 
back 17 starters — tied for most in the league 
— including nine on a defense that ranked 21st 
in the nation in scoring (19.6 ppg). 

“I don’t think we will ever get to the point 
where we are a dominant team against the 
schedule that we play,” Johnson says. “But I like 
where we are and what we have coming back.” 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Western Carolina Aug. 28 at Miami (OH) W 34-13 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 at LSU Sept. 4 South Carolina W 24-17} Scoring 19.2 ppg 105 
Sept.19 Mississippi State | Sept-13 Rice W 38-21 | Rushing 133.6ypg 73 
Sept. 26 at Rice Sept. 20 at Ole Miss W 23-17 Passing 122.6ypg 112 

‘ Oct. 4 Auburn Ww 14-13 
Oct. 3 Ole Miss Oct. 11 at MississippiState L 14-17 ge perdi ae! 
Oct. 10 at Army Oct. 18 at Georgia L 14-24 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Georgia Oct. 25 Duke L 7-10 | Scoring 19.6 ppg 21 
Oct. 24 at South Carolina Nov. 8 Florida L 14-42 | Rushing 144.7 ypg 69 
Oct. 31 Georgia Tech Nov. 15 at Kentucky W 31-24 Passing 174.9 ypg 15 
Nov. 7 at Florida Nov. 22 Tennessee L 10-20 Total 319.6 ypg 30 
Nov. 14 Kentucky Nov. 29 at Wake Forest L 10-23 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov, 21 at Tennessee Dec. 31 #Boston College W 16-14 49 40.69 19 


#Music City Bowl 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 16 Terence Jeffers (ur) 
WR 83 John Cole (Fr.) 

WR 4 Alex Washington (Sr.) 
LT 68 Reilly Lauer (Jr.) 

LG 72 Kyle Fischer (So.) 

C 60 Bradley Vierling (Sr.) 
RG 66 Eric Hensley (Sr.) 

RT 76 Thomas Welch (Sr.) 
TE 87 Brandon Barden (So.) 
QB 10 Larry Smith (So.) 

RB 31 Jared Hawkins (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

LE 96 Steven Stone (Sr.) 

DT 56 Greg Billinger (Sr.) 

DT 59 Adam Smotherman (Jr.) 
RE 90 Broderick Stewart (Sr.) 
SLB 11 BrentTrice (Sr.) 

MLB 13 Chris Marve (So.) 
WLB 30 Patrick Benoist (Sr.) 
CB 5 Myron Lewis (Sr.) 

CB 19 Casey Hayward (So.) 
SS 2 Ryan Hamilton (Sr.) 

FS 38 Sean Richardson (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 94 Ryan Fowler (Fr.) 
P 39 Brett Upson (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


22 Akeem Dunham (Fr) | 

14 Tray Herndon (So.) | 

23 Udom Umoh (So.) 

72 Kyle Fischer (So.) 

73 Ryan Custer (Sr.) 

63 Chris Aaron (Jr) 

71 Joey Bailey (Jr) | 

77 James Williams (So.) | 

86 Austin Monahan (Jr) | 

9 Mackenzi Adams (Sr.) 
Wesley Tate (Fr.) 


91 Theron Kadri (Jr) 
84 Rob Lohr (Fr.) 

74 Tw. Greenstone (So.) 
89 Teriall Brannon (ur.) 
49 John Stokes (Jr) 
24 Tristan Strong (Fr.) 
52 Nate Campbell (ur) 
16 Alan Strong (Jr.) 

25 Jamie Graham (So.) 
43 Micah Powell (Fr.) 
29 Joel Caldwell (Sr.) 


KR 25 Jamie Graham (So.) 
PR 25 Jamie Graham (So.) 


Passing: Mackenzi Adams, 156-77-882-8, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Jared Hawkins, 139 car., 593 yds., 4 TDs 


| Receiving: Brandon Barden, 28 rec., 209 yds., 4TDs 


Tackles: Patrick Benoist, 109, 48 solo 


Sacks: Three players tied with 5 


Interceptions: Myron Lewis, 5 for -3 yds. 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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™ 


GREENVILLE, N.C. DOWDY-FICKLEN STADIUM (43,000) 


OFFENSE The Pirates got some good news 
when the NCAA granted Patrick Pinkney’s 
request for a sixth season. A shoulder injury 
kept him out all of 2005, but he came on to 
shoulder a heavy load last year, completing 61 
percent of his passes for 2,675 yards and 13 
scores. 

Pinkney will line up behind a veteran 
offensive line (all five starters are back if senior 
guard Doug Palmer returns from disciplinary 
measures). Second-team All-Conference USA 
selection Sean Allen is solid, and tackle Terence 
Campbell led the team with 53 knockdown 
blocks. 

The receiving corps is also deep and 
talented, including versatile junior Dwayne 
Harris, who can also line up under center, and 
emerging sophomore Darryl Freeney, who had 
112 yards receiving in the Liberty Bowl. 


The biggest questions are in the backfield, 
but they could all be answered if junior 
Jonathan Williams is back with the team. He 
ran into some legal issues and was suspended 
indefinitely during last season. Junior Norman 
Whitley led the team with 698 yards, but he 
has his own issues to resolve and wasn’t with 
the team in the spring. 


The ECU defense allowed a 
Conference USA-low 21.1 
points per game last season, a 
9.3-point improvement over the 
2007 campaign. 


DEFENSE C.J. Wilson and his 10.5 sacks are 
back. He'll be on NFL scouts’ radar this fall. 
The Pirates are also stout up the middle with 
honorable mention All-C-USA defensive 
tackles Jay Ross and big Linval Joseph. If 
Scotty Robinson can step back in opposite 
Wilson, the Pirates might not miss a beat up 
front, and that’s a frightening proposition. 
Tackle leader Nick Johnson is back in the 
middle of a mostly undersized but quick 


linebacking corps. Veteran Jeremy Chambliss 
returns on one side and has the size (235 
pounds) that his cohorts lack. Former 
defensive back and special teams standout 
Chris Mattocks won the other job. 

Senior all-conference free safety Van 
Eskridge headlines a strong, deep, ball- 
hawking secondary. Eskridge was third on the 
team in tackles and tied for the team lead with 
four interceptions. Dekota Marshall mans one 
corner while Travis Simmons, who came on 
strong late, and sophomore Emanuel Davis 
duel for the other spot. Davis had four 
interceptions and made several Freshman All- 
America teams. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Ben Hartman set a 
school record with 21 field goals and hit 68 
percent (21-of-31) of his attempts. Punter 
Matt Dodge ranked 14th nationally with a 
43.9-yard average. Harris averaged 23.5 yards 
on kickoff returns, and Simmons had an 11.3- 
yard punt return average for ECU's strong 
special teams. The Pirates beat Virginia Tech 
with a blocked punt for a score. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Heavy doses of defense and 
special teams won nine games last year, and 
Pinkney’s return shores up the offense, which 
is strong up front and deep and talented at 
receiver. Look for coach Skip Holtz to piece 
together a running game and the Pirates to 
again contend for the Conference USA crown. 

In Holtz’s four seasons, he has produced 
steady improvement, from five wins in 2005 to 
seven in ’06 to eight in ’07, and then last year, 
nine and the school’s first conference title in 
32 years. With non-conference road games at 
West Virginia and North Carolina and a home 
tilt with Virginia Tech, winning more than 
nine games may be a lot to ask. Then again, 
the Pirates beat ACC champion Virginia Tech 
and Big East runner-up WVU last season. 

The gutty Pirates may be ready to sail into 
more uncharted waters. 


2003 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (9-5, 6-2) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Appalachian State Aug. 30 vs. VirginiaTech W 27-22 | [RaRRS PerGame — Rank 
Sept. 12 at West Virginia eth . wg Virginia sy ai Scoring  23.4ppg 81 
. ept. at lulane ~ - 

Sept.19 at North Carolina Sept. 20 at NC State L (ot) 24-30 Rushing 126.4 ypg 84 
Sept. 26 UCF Sept. 27 Houston L 24-4, | Passing 214.0ypg 60 
Oct. 3 at Marshall Oct. 11 at Virginia L 20-35 | Total 340.4 ypg 79 
Oct. 10 at SMU Oct. 18 Memphis Ww 30-10 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Rice Nov. 2 at UCF W(0t)13-10 | ‘Scoring 2-1 ppg 30 
Oct. 27 at Memohi Nov. 8 Marshall W (ot) 19-16 Rushi 135.8 48 

pagel Mall Nov. 15 atSouthernMiss L 3-21 | “ushing “© ypg 

Nov. 5 Virginia Tech Nov. 22 atUAB Ww 17-13 | Passing 197.2ypg 46 

Nov. 15 atTulsa Nov. 28 UTEP W 53-21 | Total 333.0ypg 41. 

Nov. 21 UAB Dec 6 atTulsa eee TO Margin PerGame Rank 

Nov. 28 Southern Miss da, « 2: déentucky i a 24 |i: +036 38 
#Liberty Bowl 


HEAD COACH: SKIP HOLTZ * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 2: 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: STEVE SHANKWEILER, TO 


ARS) * CAREER RECORD: 63-45 (9 YEARS) 
D FITCH * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GREG HUDSON 


(ay 


a, 
eS a 


THE QUOTE 
“When you look at the teams that have won 
our conference in the past, there aren’t too 

many that have played in two straight 
Liberty Bow! games. There is a lot of history 
to show that the odds are against us.” 


OFFENSE (8) 
17 Dwayne Harris (ur.) 
80 Alex Taylor (Sr.) 
82 Joe Womack (So.) 
74 Terence Campbell (Sr.) 
75 Cory Dowless (Jr) 
54 Sean Allen (Sr.) 
70 Doug Palmer (Sr.) 
66 DJ. Scott (dr) 
45 Kevin Gidrey (ur.) 
QB 15 Patrick Pinkney (Sr.) 
RB Brandon Jackson (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 53 Scotty Robinson (Sr.) 
DT 90 Jay Ross (Sr) 

NG 97 Linval Joseph (ur.) 
DE 95 Cw. Wilson (Sr.) 

OLB 49 Jeremy Chambliss (Sr.) 
ILB 44 Nick Johnson (Sr.) 
OLB 19 Chris Mattocks (Sr.) 
CB 38 Emanuel Davis (So.) 
CB 23 Dekota Marshall (ur) 
SS 27 Devon Wallace (So.) 
FS 4 Van Eskridge (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 30 Ben Hartman (Sr.) 
P 42 Matt Dodge (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


— ECU coach Skip Holtz 


81 Darryl Freeney (So.) 
10 Jamar Bryant (Sr) 
8 Reyn Willis (Sr) 
79 Steven Baker (So.) 
73 T.J. Harper (Sr.) 
72 Stephen Heis (Sr) 
73 TJ. Harper (Sr.) 

64 Travis Melvin (ur.) 
86 Michael Byrd (So.) 
14 Rob Kass (Sr) 

2 Jonathan Williams (ur) 


91 Josh Smith (Jr) 

54 Robert Jones (So.) 
99 Antonio Allison (So.) 
94 Maurice Mercer (So.) 
57 Dustin Lineback (Jr.) 
51 Steve Spence (So.) 
40 Cliff Perryman (So.) 
13 Travis Simmons (ur) 
11 Darry! Reynolds (Ur) 
26 Derek Blacknall (So.) 
37 Julian Carter (So.) 


KR 17 Dwayne Harris (Jr) 
PR 13 Travis Simmons (Jr) 


Passing: Patrick Pinkney, 363-223-2,675-7, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Norman Whitley, 142 car., 698 yds., 4TDs 
Receiving: Dwayne Harris, 58 rec., 654 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Nick Johnson, 102, 55 solo 


Sacks: C.J. Wilson, 10.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 4 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Al Kooistra 


e DeHoog 


Mik 


OFFENSE It’s the final act for South Florida 
senior quarterback Matt Grothe, who enters 
this season with 10,242 yards of total offense. 
But what Grothe wants most is a BCS bowl 
appearance. For that to become a possibility, 
Grothe must display more consistency and 
utilize all of his skill-position weapons. That 
means a steady dose of junior running back 
Mike Ford, who was held to 407 yards in an 
injury-plagued 2008 season. He has 17 
rushing touchdowns in 23 career games, 
though, and his conditioning will be better 
after dropping 20 pounds in the offseason. Mo 
Plancher is the backfield’s home-run hitter. 
The Bulls are ultra-deep at receiver — in 
what has become a program tradition — with 
juniors Dontavia Bogan and A.J. Love 
emerging as the big-play threats. Senior Jessie 
Hester Jr. is the team’s most dependable target. 


South Florida ranked 10th 
in the nation in total 
defense. The Bulls allowed 
an average of 287.6 yards 
per game last season. 


[t all might depend on the play of the 
offensive line, which is replacing three full- 
time starters. Left tackle Jacob Sims showed 
great ability before breaking his hand during 
preparations for the St. Petersburg Bowl. He 
could shift over to center as the coaching staff 
searches for the right combination. 

Mike 
Canales promises an attacking philosophy. 


First-year offensive coordinator 


DEFENSE Up front, South Florida's defensive 
linemen feature 75 career starts — along with 
two-time All-America status from George 
Selvie, who seeks a return to his 2007 form, 
when he registered 31.5 tackles for a loss and 
14.5 sacks. 

The Bulls, led by 
coordinators Joe Tresey and David Blackwell, 


new co-defensive 


need a new leader to step up for departed 


linebacker Tyrone McKenzie, and senior Kion 
Wilson is the perfect candidate. He had 
double-digit tackles in three of the last four 
regular-season games, but even more, he brings 
the type of demeanor and on-field attitude 
that gives him an unmistakable presence. 

The defense ranked 37th 
nationally — not great, but not bad, either. 
But when it mattered down the stretch, the 
Bulls were torched as they fell out of the Big 
East race. Improvement must be led by a pair 
of seniors, free safety Nate Allen, one of the 
nation’s most underrated 


pass was 


defenders, and 
cornerback Jerome Murphy, a ferocious hitter. 


SPECIALISTS Sophomore kicker Maikon 
Bonani made 15 of his 21 field goal attempts, 
and missed only once from inside 40 yards. 
Delbert Alvarado, the deposed placekicker, did 
an adequate job at punter and dropped one- 
third of his punts inside the 20-yard line. The 
return game features Bogan, who averaged 
27.1 yards on kickoff returns in Big East 
games, leading the league. 


FINAL ANALYSIS South Florida has achieved 
plenty of notable milestones during the careers 
of Grothe and Selvie. But unless there's a 
breakthrough this season, the program will 
continue to be defined by a less flattering word 
— underachieving. Now or never? Maybe so. 

Major question: How effectively will the 
Bulls incorporate three new starters on the 
offensive line? But the biggest question is 


South Florida’s defense, now operating 
without longtime coordinator Wally 


Burnham. Selvie, often frustrated by double- 
and triple-teams, should return to his pass- 
rushing form of 2007 on a defensive line that 
looks formidable. The linebackers and 
secondary, key culprits in last season's fade, 
must show significant improvement. 

On paper, South Florida’s chances look as 
enticing as ever. Finishing the job, though, 
never has been the program's strength. 


Wofford 30 Tennessee-Martin W 56-7 | (OCT ermmr ery 
Sept. 12 at Western Kentucky | Sept. 6 at UCF W(ot)31-24 | Scoring  27.6ppg 45 
Sept. 19 Charleston Southern | Sept. 12 Kansas ~ 37-34 | Rushing 1654ypg 44 
Sept. 26 at Florida State si a0;at rl “ y-9 Passing 239.6 ypg 4] 
. at Syracuse Sept. 27 at NC State W 4]-10 Total 405.0 ypg 32 
Oct 3 at Syracu: Oct. 2 Pittsburgh L 21-26 
Oct. 15 Cincinnati Oct. 18 Syracuse W 45-13 Defense’ = PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Pittsburgh Oct. 25 at Louisville L 20-24 | Scoring 200ppg 24 
Oct. 30 West Virginia Oct. 30 at Cincinnati L 10-24 | Rushing  95.2ypg 10 
Nov. 12 at Rutgers Nov. 15 Rutgers L 16-49 | Passing 192.4 ypg 37 
Nov. 21. Louisville Nov. 23 Connecticut W = 17-13 Total 287.6 ypg 10 
Nov. 28 Miami Dec. 6 at West Virginia L 7-13 TO Margin» PerGame Rank 
Dec. 5 at Connecticut ST Ne Lilli al Nice 0.62 97 


#St. Petersburg Bowl 


HEAD COACH: JIM LEAVITT * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 87-52 (12 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: & 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE CANALES * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: JOE TRESEY, DAVID BLACKWELL 


(12 YEARS) 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


—— 


THE QUOTE 


“(Defensive end) George Selvie’s production 

was down last year, but he’s one of the best 

around. You always have to account for him.” 
— An opposing Big East assistant coach 


OFFENSE (3) 

WR 2 Carlton Mitchell (Jr) 
87 Jessie Hester (Sr) 
81 Dontavia Bogan (Jr) 
64 Jacob Sims (ur.) 
79 Chaz Hine (So.) 
62 Sampson Genus (Jr.) 
61 Zach Hermann (ur) 
74 Mark Popek (Fr.) 
82 Ben Busbee (Sr.) 

8 Matt Grothe (Sr.) 

26 Mike Ford (ur) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 94 Craig Marshall (ur) 
DT 97 Terrell McClain (Jr) 
DT 98 Aaron Harris (Sr.) 
DE 95 George Selvie (Sr) 
SLB 49 Chris Robinson (Sr) 
MLB 42 Kion Wilson (Sr) 
WLB 43 Sabbath Joseph (ur.) 


2 Quenton Washington (So.) 


3 Jerome Murphy (Sr.) 
1 Jerrell Young (So.) 
5 Nate Allen (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 28 Maikon Bonani (So.) 
P 25 Delbert Alvarado (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


11 A.J. Love (Jr) 
80 Patrick Richardson (So.) 
9 Theo Wilson (Sr) 
73 Damien Edwards (Fr) 
77 Jatavious Jackson (Fr.) 
66 Kevin McCaskill (So.) 
69 Josh Garvin (Fr.) 
70 Mike McGowan (So.) 
85 Andrew Ketchel (ur) 
7 B.J. Daniels (Fr) 
3 Moise Plancher (Sr.) 


58 David Bedford (ur) 

46 Cory Grissom (Fr) 

91 Keith McCaskill (So.) 
Jason Pierre-Paul (ur.) 
Sam Barrington (Fr.) 

55 Mike Lanaris (Fr.) 

51 Armando Sanchez (Fr.) 

4 Tyson Butler (So.) 

22 George Baker (Fr.) 

12 Jon Lejiste (Fr) 
Kayvon Webster (Fr:) 


KR 81 Dontavia Bogan (Jr) 
PR 9 Theo Wilson (Sr.) 


Passing: Matt Grothe, 380-240-2,911-14, 18 TDs 
Rushing: Matt Grothe, 146 car., 591 yds., 4TDs 
Receiving: Jessie Hester, 54 rec., 579 yds., 3 TDs 


Tackles: Jerome Murphy, 67, 55 solo 


Sacks: George Selvie, 5.5 


Interceptions: Jerome Murphy, 2 for 11 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


$7 


WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.__GROVES STADIUM (31,500) 


Coach Jim Grobe knows he can 
rely on his quarterback, but he’s not sure about 
the rest of the offense. Without good blocking, 
very little will get done. The Deacons could 
not get the job done up front last season, and 
Grobe’s usually dominant running game 
stalled out. 

All of last year’s linemen return, plus former 
starter Chris DeGeare, who missed a season 
because of academics. Sophomore Joe Looney 
is developing into a star. 

If the line does its job, Wake could show off 
some talent, led by quarterback Riley Skinner. 
One of the country’s most accurate passers, 
Skinner will own almost all the school passing 
records when he’s finished. He's won 26 games 
as a starter, and his agility in the pocket is 
something special. 


Since the start of the 2006 
season, Wake is 20-1 
when scoring 24 or more 
points and 8-11 when 
scoring fewer than 24. 


Grobe believes that Wake had to put too 
much on Skinner last season, and he’s working 
toward a more balanced attack this season. 
That includes implementing the I-Formation 
and moving away from his familiar spread. He 
has a talented trio of backs to feature, 
including Josh Adams, the 2007 ACC Rookie 
of the Year, and Kenny Harris, who rushed for 
136 yards in Wake’s bowl win over Navy. 

The Deacons lost leading receiver D.J. 
Boldin but hope to build around junior wide 
receiver Marshall Williams and senior tight 
end Ben Wooster. Grobe says that both 
sophomore Devon Brown and_ redshirt 
freshman ‘Terence Davis can be special, but he 
needs them to break out sooner, not later. 


Over the last several seasons, Wake 
has relied on its defense to provide attitude, 
turnovers and even points. This defense will be 


talented, but whether a group that lacks 
experience can provide any of those “extras” 
could be the key to the season. 

For a change, the defensive line could be the 
unit’s strength, with Boo Robinson and John 
Russell leading a deep group. The two 
combined for 13 tackles for a loss in 2008. 
Look for sophomore Kyle Wilber to emerge as 
a force. 

All three starting linebackers are gone, but 
the young players behind them are talented 
and hungry. As many as eight could see regular 
action, led by Matt Woodlief and Hunter 
Haynes. This group lost a lot of speed, which 
is a concern. 

The secondary won't be deep, but its talent 
could make it the most surprising unit on the 
team. Veteran Brandon Ghee will team with 
three new starters, although cornerback Josh 


Bush and safety Alex Frye have plenty of 


experience. 


After being a strength for years 
under Grobe, the kicking game is a real 
question mark. Kicker Shane Popham was 
forced into action because of an injury, and he 
missed 4-of-5 field-goal attempts longer than 
32 yards. Wake hopes true freshman Jimmy 
Newman can replace him. Wake’s return 
games have been in the bottom half of the 
ACC in recent years. 


j Grobe’s winning formula 
has been a ball-hawking defense teamed with a 
mistake-free offense that loves to run. Last 
year’s defense was so good it often covered up 
the offensive problems, but Grobe won't have 
that luxury this season. He must replace 
experience with raw talent, and he must find 
some playmakers. This year, they could come 
on the offensive side of the ball, if the blocking 
improves. Wake’s magical run to the Orange 
Bowl was three years ago, and a successful 
season may hinge on how well Wake recruited 
off that success. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (8-5, 5-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Baylor Aug. 28 at Baylor Ww 41-13 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Stanford Sept. 6 Ole Miss W 30-28 | Scoring =. 21.0 ppg «S95 
Sept.19 Elon Sept. 20 at Florida State W 12-3 Rushing 121.4 ypg 92 
Sept. 26 at Boston College | SePt- 27 Navy L 24 | passing 186.9 ypg 87 

Oct. 9 Clemson W 12-7 
Oct. 3 NC State Oct. 18 at Maryland WY od 
Oct. 10 Maryland Oct. 25 at Miami L 10-16 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Clemson Nov. 1 Duke W (ot) 33-30 | Scoring 18.3 ppg 16 
Oct. 24 at Navy Nov. 8 Virginia W 28-17, | Rushing 124.2 ypg 29 
Oct. 31 Miami Nov. 15 at NC State L 17-21 | Passing 172.5 ypg 12 
Nov. 7 at Georgia Tech Nov. 22 Boston College L 21-24 | Total 296.7 ypg 16 
Nov. 14 Florida State Nov. 29 Vanderbilt W 23-10 TO Margin (Per Game _ Rank 
Nov. 28 at Duke atthe ead BEST 13S 


#EagleBank Bowl 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


RILEY SKINNER. 


OFFENSE (9) 


wR 
WR 
iT 


8 Marshall Williams (ur) 
3 Devon Brown (So.) 
70 Chris DeGeare (Sr.) 
78 Joe Looney (So.) 
67 Trey Bailey (Sr) 
64 Jeff Griffin (Sr) 
76 Joe Birdsong (Sr.) 
85 Ben Wooster (Sr.) 
11 Riley Skinner (Sr) 
44 Mike Rinfrette (Sr.) 
23 Kevin Harris (Sr) 


DEFENSE (4) 


DE 


55 Tristan Dorty (So.) 
96 Boo Robinson (Sr.) 
51 John Russell (Sr.) 
97 Kyle Wilber (So.) 
56 Hunter Haynes (ur) 
46 Matt Woodlief (Ur) 
50 Joey Ehrmann (Fr) 
25 Josh Bush (So.) 

17 Brandon Ghee (Sr.) 
28 Cyhl Quarles (So.) 
21 Alex Frye (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


14 Shane Popham (So.) 
14 Shane Popham (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Riley Skinner, 363-232-2,347-7, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Brandon Pendergrass, 150 car., 528 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Marshall Williams, 26 rec., 390 yds., 2 TDs 


Tackles: Boo Robinson, 47, 24 solo 


Sacks: Boo Robinson, 5 
Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


81 Terence Davis (Fr) 

7 Jordan Williams (ur) 
75 Michael Hoag (So.) 
72 Russell Nenon (urt.) 
66 Chance Raines (So.) 
61 Barrett McMillin (Sr.) 
62 Doug Weaver (So.) 
80 Andrew Parker (So.) 
12 Skylar Jones (So.) 
42 Tommy Bohanon (Fr) 
27 Josh Adams (ur.) 


91 Kevin Smith (Fr) 
58 Michael Carter (Ur) 
95 Ramon Booi (Fr) 
90 Will Wright (So.) 
26 Jonathan Jones (Sr.) 
40 Kyle Jarrett (So.) 
57 Gelo Orange (So.) 

6 Kenny Okoro (Fr.) 


24 Michael Williams (So.) 
37 Junior Petit-Jean (So.) 


30 John Stamper (So.) 


KR 21 Alex Frye (Jr) 


PR 3 Devon Brown (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Al Kovistra 


Mike DeHoog 


CHESTNUT HILL MASS. _ ALUMNI STADIUM (44,500) 


OFFENSE The key to Boston College’s 
offensive success this season will rest with its 
new quarterback, who is likely to be selected 
from a group of three relatively inexperienced 
candidates. Sophomore Dominique Davis, 
who was thrown into the breach as a redshirt 
freshman last year when starter Chris Crane 
went down for the season with a fractured 
collarbone, would appear to be the front- 
runner, given his three starts. But with new 
coordinator Gary Tranquill installing a spread 
offense, it’s likely to be an open competition 
among Davis, redshirt freshman Justin Tuggle 
and junior Codi Boek, who played fullback 
last season. In Boek’s favor is that he played in 
a system that was similar to Tranquill’s in 
junior college. 

The starting quarterback will have plenty of 
weapons at his disposal, including a pair of 
seasoned sophomore running backs in Montel 
Harris and Josh Haden. Senior Rich Gunnell, 
who led all Boston College receivers a year ago 
with 49 catches for 551 yards and four TDs, 
heads a promising receiving corps. 


Boston College has had four 
seasons of double-digit wins 
since its first season in 1893. Two 
of them came in 2006 and 2007. 


And the offensive line lost only one starter 
from a year ago. Senior center Matt Tennant, 
who underwent offseason elbow surgery that 
kept him out of spring drills, will need to 
remain healthy to help the Eagles maintain 
continuity up front. 


DEFENSE The good news is that senior 
linebacker Mark Herzlich decided to come 
back to school and postpone his plans to enter 
the NFL Draft. Herzlich, the ACC’s Defensive 
Player of the Year last season, led the team with 
110 tackles (11 for a loss), picked off six passes 
— tops in the nation among linebackers — 


! 
ShGLES 


and led a squad that ranked fifth in the nation 
in total defense (268.1 yards per game). 

The bad news is, even Herzlich’s return 
might not be enough to plug the gaping holes 
the defense will have to contend with after 
losing run-stopping behemoth tackles B.J. Raji 
and Ron Brace, who combined for 69 tackles, 
including 24 tackles for a loss, and 10 sacks 
last season. Damik Scafe, a 6'3", 293-pound 
junior, has the heft to clog the middle, but 
Brendan Deska and Kaleb Ramsey, both 
converted ends, will need to rely on their speed 
and athleticism to generate a push up the 
middle. The problems were compounded in 
the spring when senior middle linebacker 
Mike McLaughlin suffered a torn Achilles. His 
return in the fall is uncertain but would be a 
huge boost. 

Safeties Wes Davis and Marcellus Bowman 
will provide some punch to the secondary, 
which returns plenty of experience and 
contributed to the Eagles’ 26 interceptions last 
season, tops in the nation. The backfield looks 
to be the deepest and most talented portion of 
the defense. 


SPECIALISTS Senior long snapper Jack Geiser 
has proven to be an unheralded but vital 
component of the Eagles’ kicking and punting 
operation. Ryan Quigley hopes to improve on 
his 39.6-yard punting average as a freshman 
last season. Fifth-year senior Steve Aponavicius 
converted 14-of-21 field goal attempts last 
season, but none from beyond 40 yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Even though Boston 
College returns 13 starters from last year’s 9-5 
squad, it would be a stretch to expect the 
Eagles to win a third consecutive Atlantic 
Division crown. With a new quarterback 
trying to learn a new offense, and a defense 
that will be looking to plug a gaping hole on 
its front seven, first-year coach Frank Spaziani 
is preaching patience, not only to his players, 
but to BC fans as well. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (9-5, 5-3) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Northeastern Aug. 30 vs. Kent State (Cleveland) W 21- 0 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Kent State pia : Ha Tech ‘ tig Scoring 247ppg 66 
ept. — : 
Sept. 19 at Clemson Sept.27 Rhode Island W 42-0 Rushing 142.9 ypg 63 
Sept. 26 Wake Forest Oct. 4 at NC State w 38-31 | Passing l/65ypg 93 
Oct. 3 Florida State Oct. 18 Virginia Tech W 28-23 | Total 319.4 ypg 94 
Oct. 10 at Virginia Tech We . : North Carolina : ae Defense PerGame Rank 
ov. emson - : 
Oct. 17 NC State ox’ Bi Notre tame W 7-0 Scoring 18.4 ppg 7 
Oct. 24 at Notre Dame Nov. 15 at Florida State W 27-17 Rushing 91.2 ypg 7 
Oct. 31 Central Michigan Nov. 22 at Wake Forest w 24-21 | Passing 176.9ypg 18 
Nov. 14 at Virginia Nov. 29 Maryland W 28-21 | Total 268.1 ypg 5 
Nov. 21 North Carolina Dec. 6 vs. Virginia Tech (Tampa) L 12-30 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 31 #Vanderbilt L 14-16 43 +021 46 
Nov. 28 at Maryland #Music City Bowl i : 
HEAD COACH: FRANK SPAZIANI * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1-0 (FIRST SEASON) * CAREER RECORD: 1-0 (FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GARY TRANQUILL * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 81 MCGOVERN 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


‘ 
= 


“T think the offensive line has gone down every 
year since 2006, when I thought they 
were the best offensive line I’d seen. 

But they’ve deteriorated since then.” 


— An opposing ACC 


OFFENSE (7) 
18 Rich Gunnell (Sr.) 
82 Justin Jarvis (Sr) 
74 Anthony Castonzo (ur.) 
64 Nick Rossi (Sr.) 
65 Matt Tennant (Sr.) 
78 Thomas Claiborne (ur.) 
66 Rich Lapham (Jr) 
87 Lars Anderson (So.) 
15 Dominique Davis (So.) 
36 James McCluskey (ur) 
41 Montel Harris (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
LE 52 Austin Giles (Sr) 
DT 55 Damik Scafe (ur) 
DT 96 Kaleb Ramsey (So.) 
RE 86 Jim Ramella (Sr) 
LB 94 Mark Herzlich (Sr.) 
34 Mike McLaughlin (Sr) 
54 Nick Clancy (Fr.) 
4 Donnie Fletcher (So.) 
20 Roderick Rollins (Sr) 
8 Marcellus Bowman (Sr.) 
45 Wes Davis (ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 83 Steve Aponavicius (Sr.) 
P 46 Ryan Quigley (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


stant coach 


89 Colin Larmond Jr. (So.) 
3 Ifeanyi Momah (ur) 
77 Emmett Cleary (Fr.) 
71 Nick Halloran (Fr) 
69 Mark Spinney (So.) 
75 Nathan Richman (So.) 
72 Mike Goodman Jr. (Fr.) 
88 Jordon McMichael (ur) 
7 dustin Tuggle (Fr.) 
58 Bill Ferguson (Sr.) 
1 Josh Haden (So.) 


56 Max Holloway (Fr.) 
93 Bryan Murray (Fr.) 
95 Brendan Deska (Sr) 
47 Brad Newman (Jr) 

29 Dominick LeGrande (So.) 
50 Will Thompson (So.) 
39 Darius Bagan (ur) 
42 Isaac Johnson (So.) 

9 DeLeon Gause (ur.) 
30 Donte Elliot (Fr.) 
27 Okechukwu Okoroha (Fr) 


KR 6Jeff Smith (Sr) 
PR 18Rich Gunnell (Sr) 


Passing: Dominique Davis, 138-63-741-4, 6 TDs 
Rushing: Montel Harris, 179 car., 900 yds., 5TDs 
Receiving: Rich Gunnell, 49 rec., 551 yds., 4TDs 


Tackles: Mark Herzlich, 110, 81 solo 


Sacks: Mike McLaughlin, 4; Jim Ramella, 4 
Interceptions: Mark Herzlich, 6 for 121 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 


BONNER COLE (OM GMIFIID 1S) £m 


OFFENSE In 2008, Colorado tried a no- 
huddle attack similar to what had worked for 
its Big 12 rivals. It didn’t work for the 
Buffaloes. They finished last in the Big 12 in 
points, at 20.2 per game, and yards, with 
318.5 per game, and by season’s end were 
trying other tactics. Plans in spring were to use 
what Colorado believes is a deep and talented 
backfield running behind a big and athletic 
offensive line to set up the pass. Maybe that 
will work. 

Regardless of the scheme, the Buffaloes need 
better quarterback play. Junior Cody Hawkins 
enters the season with 23 career starts, but he 
doesn't run the ball as well as sophomore Tyler 
Hansen. Colorado has looked around the Big 
12 and seen some mobile quarterbacks leading 
potent offenses. It wants that, too. 

Touted running back Darrell Scott 
struggled after a late arrival last summer, then 
battled injuries during the season. Fellow 
freshman Rodney Stewart proved to be the 
more college-ready option at tailback. Stewart 
rushed for 622 yards during his injury- 


13 


Sophomore receiver Markques Simas, who 


shortened season. 


Colorado is expected to have 
only 13 seniors on 
scholarship in 2009. 


was ineligible last season, will be asked to play 
a key role in 2009. The receiving corps lacks 
depth. 

The Buffaloes hope junior left tackle Nate 
Solder can take the next step on an offensive 
line that should be solid. 


DEFENSE Three 12-game starters on the 
defensive line graduated, prompting the 
Buffaloes to switch to a 3-4 scheme. They have 
options. Incoming freshman Nick Kasa, the 
state’s top recruit, will be asked to play right 
away at end. He decommitted from Florida 


a 

* 

Aly 
shortly after the Gators won the national title. 
It’s clear that if this defense is to survive the Big 
12, the line must be good. 

Linebacker is strong with the return of 
leading tacklers Jeff Smart and Shaun Mohler. 
Marcus Burton is rugged. B.J. Beatty rushes 
passers well. Mike Sipili and Doug Rippy may 
prove to be too good to keep on the bench. 

Injuries forced sophomore safeties Patrick 
Mahnke and Anthony Perkins into starting 
spots by the end of 2008. Colorado liked what 
it saw. Senior cornerback Ben Burney is back 
after missing 2008 due to injury. Coaches say 
junior cornerback Jimmy Smith has the 
makings of a star. Colorado wants to attack 
more in 2009, and it'll need some good 
defensive backs to do so. Coaches believe they 
have them. 


SPECIALISTS A program that has prided itself 
on the kicking game had a humbling 
experience in 2008. Placekicker Aric 
Goodman made only 5-of-14 field goal 
attempts. Coaches need to see him perform in 
games to know whether it’s his job. If he 
doesn’t, there are three other kickers/punters 
on scholarship. Incoming freshman Zach 
Grossnickle is a kicker and punter and was 
signed to compete for both jobs. Senior punter 
Matt DiLallo lost his starting job in 2008 but 
said in spring he was “99 percent” sure he'd 
win it this summer. 


FINAL ANALYSIS It’s tough to get a good 
read on Colorado in 2009 because there are so 
many ifs. If the Buffaloes can stay healthy after 
they lost 121 player games to injury in 2008. 
If the offense can find an identity after the no- 
huddle failed. If they can get better 
productivity from quarterback. If they can find 
suitable replacements on the defensive line. If 
the kicking game rebounds. 

If everything comes together, Colorado can 
be a factor in the Big 12 North. That’s a lot of 
ifs. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (5-7, 2-6) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Colorado State Aug. 3l vs. Colorado State W 38-17 | BARR PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Miami (OH) Sept. 6 Eastern Washington W 31-24 | Scoring  20.2ppg 100 
Sept. 19 Wyoming Sept. 18 West Virginia W (ot) 17-14 | Rushing 124.5 ypg 86 
Oct. 1 at West Virginia Sept. 27 at Florida State L 21-39 | Passing 194.0ypg 81 
Oct. 10 at Texas Oct. 4 Texas L 14-38 | Total 318.5 ypg 95 
Oct. 17 Kansas Oct. 11 at Kansas L 14-30 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Kansas State Oct. 18 Kansas State W 1413] Scoring 293ppg 86 
Oct. 31 Missouri Oct. 25 at Missouri L 0-58 | Rushing 166.3 ypg 86 
Nov. 7 Texas A&M Nov. 1 atTexas ASM L 17-24 | Passing 215.3 ypg 72 
Nov. 14 at Iowa State Nov. 8 Iowa State 28-24 Total 381.6 ypg 78 
Nov. 19 at Oklahoma State Nov. 15 Oklahoma State L 17-30 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 Nebraska Nov. 28 at Nebraska i) 8 3qag || “7 0.58 7-94 


100 


HEAD COACH: DAN HAWKINS * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 13-24 (3 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 105-47-1 (13 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ERIC KIESAU * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RON COLLINS 


Se 
"FALOE > 


RODNEY STEWART 


THE QUOTE 
“T think it’s a make or break year for Dan 
Hawkins. But I do think all the pieces are 
in place where they could make a run 
at it this year. I like watching their 
defense play. I really do.” 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 21 Scotty McKnight (Jr.) 
WR 6 Markques Simas (So.) 
78 Nate Solder (ur.) 

63 Ethan Adkins (So.) 
64 Mike Iitis (So.) 

73 Ryan Miller (So.) 

77 Bryce Givens (Fr.) 
87 Riar Geer (Sr.) 

7 Cody Hawkins (Jr.) 
41 Jake Behrens (Sr.) 

5 Rodney Stewart (So.) 


DEFENSE (3) 
DE 93 Conrad Obi (So.) 
DT 98 Eugene Goree (So.) 
DE 90 Marquez Herrod (Jr) 
LB 59 Bu. Beatty (Ur) 
LB 54 Marcus Burton (Sr.) 
45 Jeff Smart (Sr.) 
51 Doug Rippy (Fr.) 
42 Ben Burney (Sr) 
3 Jimmy Smith (Jr) 
12 Patrick Mahnke (So.) 
46 Anthony Perkins (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 13 Aric Goodman (ur.) 
P14 Matt Diallo (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Cody Hawkins, 320-183-1,892-10, 17 TDs 
Rushing: Rodney Stewart, 132 car., 622 yds., 2TDs 
Receiving: Scotty McKnight, 46 rec., 519 yds., 5TDs 
Tackles: Jeff Smart, 118, 80 solo 

Sacks: Marquez Herrod, 4 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


37 Jason Espinoza (So.) 
1 Josh Smith (Jr) 
53 Ryan Dannewitz (Fr) 
72 Devin Head (Sr.) 
66 Blake Behrens (So.) 
68 Shawn Daniels (So.) 
71 Matt Bahr (So.) 
33 Patrick Devenny (Sr) 
9 Tyler Hansen (So.) 
44 Trace Adams (Sr) 
2 Darrell Scott (So.) 


96 Lagrone Shields (So.) 
97 Taj Kaynor (Sr) 

Nick Kasa (Fr.) 
58 Tyler Ahles (So.) 
10 Michael Sipili (Jr) 
47 Shaun Mohler (Sr.) 
44 Brandon Gouin (So.) 
29 Cha’pelle Brown (Sr) 
23 Jalil Brown (ur) 
19 Travis Sandersfeld (So.) 
26 Ray Polk (Fr) 


KR 1 dosh Smith (Jr) 
PR 37 Jason Espinoza (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Larry Smith 


1 


OFFENSE The Cougars featured one of the 
top offenses in the nation last season, and 
there’s no reason to think that won't be the case 
this time around. After all, they return junior 
quarterback Case Keenum, who last season 
threw for 5,020 yards and 44 touchdowns on 
67.4 percent accuracy while leading the nation 
in total offense (403.2 ypg). 

And with receivers like Tyron Carrier, 
Kierrie Johnson, L.J. Castile, Chaz Rodriguez 
and E.J. Smith returning, Keenum’s numbers 
should be even better. And in a turn of events 
that coach Kevin Sumlin deems “nothing short 
of amazing,” redshirt sophomore Patrick 
Edwards is expected to make a 100 percent 
return from the horrific broken leg he suffered 
at Marshall. Oh, and there's also A.J. Dugat, 
the gifted freshman, in the mix at wide receiver. 


The air-it-out offense will again have legs 
this season courtesy of sophomore Bryce Beall, 
who was a revelation last season, rushing for 
1,247 yards and 13 TDs, both school 
freshman records. Finding a backup is near the 
top of the to-do list since Andre Kohn tore up 
a knee in spring practice. Redshirt freshman 
Chris Wilson and true freshman Charles Sims 
will get an opportunity. 

Sumlin took care of the gaping holes in the 
offensive line by bringing in huge junior 
college transfers Roy Watts (6'6", 315) and 
Jarve Dean (6'3", 325). 


DEFENSE The 


The Cougars have won 26 games 
over the last three seasons, their 
best three-year run since winning 
28 games between 1988-90, the 
heyday of the Run ’N’ Shoot. 


Couga rs weren't worse 


defensively than anyone else in C-USA last 
season, but they certainly weren't any better. 
While Sumlin’s outstanding recruiting class 
shored up many weak points, it failed to 
address the Cougars’ most pressing need for 


the upcoming season — help on the defensive 
line. Although players like senior defensive end 
Tyrell Graham and sophomore tackle David 
Hunter supply quality, there is precious little 
experience and almost no depth along the 
front line. 

But everywhere else, the Cougars should be 
solid. Marcus McGraw, who played every snap 
as a true freshman and finished with a team- 
high 103 tackles, returns at linebacker, and if 
Matt Nicholson can make a full recovery from 
a knee injury and play this season, the 
linebacking corps will be even stronger. 

In the secondary, Jackie Hinton, who 
missed much of last season with a shoulder 
injury, and Jacky Candy, a transfer from 
Coffeyville (Kan.) Community College, are 
strong contenders at safety. Expect Devin 
Mays, yet another speedy junior college 
transfer, to be the cover corner Sumlin has 
been seeking. 


SPECIALISTS Jordan Mannisto has a long leg 
on field goals, and punter Chase Turner should 
have momentum after a spectacular 2008 
season in which he averaged 45.5 yards per 
punt and parked 12 inside the 20-yard line. 
Sumlin has his pick among return men, with 
Carrier probably getting first crack at kickofts 
and Hinton at punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Cougars are going to 
be good, though they're going to have to 
survive a tough non-conference schedule that 
features trips to Oklahoma State and 
Mississippi State, along with a home game 
against Texas Tech. 

But all Sumlin cares about is winning the 
Conference USA West Division, and this team 
is primed to do just that. The defense will 
suffer a few wounds early in the season, but 
they should be all healed up when the C-USA 
portion of the schedule rolls around. The 
offense will be close to unstoppable, and that’s 
what pays the bills in C-USA. 


CASE KEENUM 


THE QUOTE 


“Our goal is to win the West (Division). It’s that 
simple. People will ask about (a win total or 
statistical milestones), but our one goal — our 


only goal — is to win the We: 


Cougars’ coach K 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 10 Lu. Castile (Ur) 

WR_ 35 Tyron Carrier (So.) 
82 Chaz Rodriguez (Sr.) 
84 Kierrie Johnson (Jr) 
76 Jacolby Ashworth (Fr) 
75 Jarve Dean (ur.) 
57 Carl Barnett (Sr.) 
70 Chris Thompson (So.) 
74 Roy Watts (ur) 

7 Case Keenum (ur.) 

25 Bryce Beall (So.) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 99 Michael Ray (So.) 

DT 97 Isaiah Thompson (ur.) 
DT 95 David Hunter (So.) 
DE 43 Tyrell Graham (Sr.) 
SLB 40 C.J. Cayness (Sr.) 
MLB 30 Matt Nicholson (Sr.) 
WLB 55 Marcus McGraw (So.) 


” 


n Sumiin 


83 Patrick Edwards (So.) 
A.J. Dugat (Fr) 

24 Tim Monroe (Sr) 

88 E.J. Smith (So.) 

66 Ari Tatum (Fr) 

60 Jaryd Anderson (ur) 

77 Blake Sargent (Fr) 

61 Ken Van Heule (Fr) 

79 Matt Hart (Sr) 

12 Cotton Turner (So.) 

26 Chris Wilson (Fr) 


Radermon Scypion (Fr.) 
DeAnthony Sims (Fr.) 
72 Demarcus Lattier (So.) 
86 Brandon Hartson (Fr.) 
17 Ryan Tennison (So.) 
54 Nicholas Thurston (Sr.) 
47 John McIntyre (So.) 


Houston SID 


Northwestern State . 30 Southern W 55-3 Offense PerGame — Rank 21 Brandon Brinkley (St.) 22 Loyce Means (ur. 
t. 6 at Oklahoma St L 37-56 ; Lalli d soe A ; 
Sept. 12 at Oklahoma State oh 3 rt om ra ~ See Scoring 40.6 ppg 10 Devin Mays (dr) 23 Carson Blackmon (Sr.) 
Sept. 26 Texas Tech : s a ctoresta tabs’ | L., “Beok Rushing 161.2ypg 47 27 Jacky Candy (Jr) 41. Nick Saenz (So.) 
Oct. 3 atUTEP ists SS creamees, | ined Passing 401.6 ypg 2 37 Jackie Hinton (Fr) 29 Ricardo Bates (Fr) 
Say J ept. ast Caroli - 
Oct. 10 at Mississippi State | 5 9 yag W 45-20 Total 562.8 ypg 2 SPECIAL TEAMS 
Oct. 17 atTulane Oct. 18 at SMU W 44-38 Defense PerGame Rank K 16 Jordan Mannisto (So.) KR 35 Tyron Carrier (So.) 
Oct. 24 SMU Oct. 28 at Marshall L 23-37 | Scoring 30.9 ppg 91 P 80 Chase Turner (Sr.) PR 37 Jackie Hinton (Fr) 
Oct. 31 Southern Miss Nov. 8 Tulane w 42-14 | Rushing 175.2ypg 94 RETURNING LEADERS 
Nov, 7 atTulsa Nov. 15 Tulsa W 70-30 | Passing 238.3 ypg 91 Passing: Case Keenum, 589-397-5,020-11, 44 TDs 
Nov. 14 at UCF Nov. 22 UTEP W 42-37 Total 413.5 ypg 100 Rushing: Bryce Beall, 198 car., 1,247 yds., 13 TDs 
: Nov. 29 at Rice L 42-56 : Receiving: Tyron Carrier, 80 rec., 1,026 yds., 9 TDs 
I I TO M Per G Rank 
“ si La Dec. 31 #Air Force W 34-28 6 a - ri 7 Tackles: Marcus McGraw, 103, 48 solo 


Sacks: Tyrell Graham, 1.5 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 4 


#Armed Forces Bowl 
HEAD COACH: KEVIN SUMLIN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-5 (1 YEAR) » CAREER RECORD: 8-5 (1 YEAR 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: DANA HOLGORSEN, JASON PHILLIPS » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN SKLADANY 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Quarterback Kevin Prince will have 
gone nearly two years without playing in a 
game by the time UCLA opens the season, but 
the coaching staff believes the strong-armed 
and accurate redshirt freshman can be the next 
big-time quarterback in Westwood. 

“He's smart, got a good, strong arm,” Bruins 
offensive coordinator Norm Chow says. “He's 
very accurate, and he has a lot of leadership 
factors.” 

A yet-to-be-determined offensive line will 
hold the key to whether Prince can be 
successful. This was an embarrassingly weak 
position last season, as the Bruins averaged 2.6 
yards per rush, and the direness of the position 
is evident in that true freshmen Xavier Su’a- 
Filo and Stan Hasiak are expected to compete 
for starting jobs. Colorado transfer Kai Maiava 
will be the center. Sophomore Jeff Baca is a 
returning starter who is expected to start again 
this season, but there are questions where he 


will play. 


Unproven junior Christian Ramirez was 
academically ineligible in 2008, but the 6'2", 
220-pounder is the type of big back Chow 
likes. Ramirez is a tough runner, solid pass 
blocker and can catch the ball our of the 
backfield. 

The Bruins have depth at receiver, led by 
senior Terrence Austin (team-leading 53 
catches in 2008), but there are serious injury 
questions at tight end. Logan Paulsen (foot) 
and Ryan Moya (ankle, knee) spent much of 
spring practice on crutches. Sophomore Taylor 
Embree (40 catches in ’08) should be more 
prominent in the offense, and classmates 
Nelson Rosario and Antwon Moutra need to 
show they are ready to be big contributors. 


UCLA scored 212 points in 
2008, the fewest since the 1971 
Bruins averaged 16.6 per game. 


DEFENSE Junior Brian Price is one of the best 
defensive tackles in the nation, but he will 
need help up front and there are concerns 
about who will provide it. Steady end Korey 
Bosworth (7.5 sacks in ’08) will line up on the 
right side. 

Middle linebacker Reggie Carter, the team’s 
leading returning tackler with 83 in ’08, is 
flanked by hard-nosed senior Kyle Bosworth, 
who was redshirted with a knee injury last 
year, and ultra-talented redshirt sophomore 
Akeem Ayers. 

UCLA has talent and depth in the 
secondary, and nearly as much youth. 
Sophomore Rahim Moore (12 starts as a true 
freshman) and third-year starting cornerback 
Alterraun Verner provide experience, but 
redshirt freshman cornerback Aaron Hester 
and sophomore safety Glenn Love are set to 
make their first career starts in the opener. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Kai Forbath (44-of- 
52 on field goals in his career) is almost a 
given. Redshirt freshman punter Jeff Locke has 
a big leg, but his directional kicking needs a lot 
of work. The sure-handed Austin will return 
punts and kickoffs. He established school 
records for kick return yardage (1,109) and all- 
purpose yardage (1,878) last season. He has yet 
to score on a return but has taken a few back 
inside the 10-yard line. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The rebuilding continues, 


but for Rick Neuheisel’s process to be taken 
seriously on the recruiting trail, the Bruins 
need to return to a bowl. A favorable schedule 
— home games against San Diego State, 
Kansas State and Washington and road trips to 
Arizona and Washington State — should give 
the Bruins a head start. Better quarterback 
play is vital, but even more important is the 
offensive line. If the Bruins get some blocking 
and establish a running game, a lot of good 
things can follow, making Neuheisel’s second 
season a whole lot better than his first. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (4-8, 3-6) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 San Diego State Sept. 1 Tennessee W(ot)27-24 | [yas PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 at Tennessee Sept. 13 at BYU L 0-59 | Scoring 17.7 ppg = 109 
Sept. 19 Kansas State Sept. 20 Arizona L 10-31 | Rushing 82.8 ypg 116 
Oct. 3 at Stanford Sept. 27 Fresno State L 31-36 | Passing 200.5 ypg 73 
Oct. 10 Oregon Oct. 4 WashingtonState W 28-3 | Total 283.3 ypg = 111 
Oct. 17 California Oct. 11 at Oregon L 24-31 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Arizona Oct. 18 Stanford W 23-20 | Scoring 29.0 ppa 85 
Oct. 31 at Oregon State Oct. 25 at California L 20-41 | Rushing 169.8 ypg 89 
Nov. 7 Washington Nov. 8 Oregon State L 6-34 | Passing 167.7 ypg 8 
Nov. 14 at Washington State | Nov. 15 at Washington Ww 27-7 | Total 337.4 ypg 47 
Nov. 21 Arizona State Nov. 28 at Arizona State L 9-34 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 at USC Dec. 6 USC L 7-28 | -10 0.83 104 

HEAD COACH: RICK NEUHEISEL * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 4-8 (1 YEAR) + CAREER RECORD: 70- 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NORM CHOW * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHUCK BULL 


) 
OUGH 


“They've alwe 


ys got good players. It’s not hard 
to good players to come th 
have Rick there because he doe 


It’s scary to 
ch a good 


job of recruiting. But it takes time to build.” 


— An opposing Pac-10 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 82 Taylor Embree (So.) 
WR 4 Terrence Austin (Sr.) 
Xavier Su’a-Filo (Fr.) 
Eddie Williams (ur) 
51 Kai Maiava (So.) 
Stan Hasiak (Fr.) 
60 Jeff Baca (So.) 
86 Logan Paulsen (Sr.) 
14 Kevin Prince (Fr) 
42 Chane Moline (Sr.) 
24 Christian Ramirez (Jr) 


DEFENSE (6) 

LE 56 Datone Jones (So.) 
DT 92 Brian Price (ur) 

DT 90 Jerzy Siewierski (Sr.) 
RE 55 Korey Bosworth (Sr.) 
SLB 40 Akeem Ayers (So.) 
MLB 51 Reggie Carter (Sr.) 
WLB 54 Kyle Bosworth (Sr.) 
CB 9 Aaron Hester (Fr.) 
CB 1 Alterraun Verner (Sr.) 
SS 20 Glenn Love (So.) 

FS 3 Rahim Moore (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 25 Kai Forbath (Jr) 
P 49 Jeff Locke (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


83 Nelson Rosario (So.) 
10 Gavin Ketchum (Sr.) 
60 Jeff Baca (So.) 
73 Micah Kia (Sr.) 
57 Jake Dean (Jr.) 
75 Nick Ekbatani (Sr.) 
72 Sean Sheller (ur.) 
87 Cory Harkey (So.) 

3 Kevin Craft (Sr) 
31 Trevor Theriot (Sr.) 
33 Derrick Coleman (So.) 


91 Reggie Stokes (ur) 

52 Jess Ward (Sr) 

85 David Carter (Jr.) 

97 Damien Holmes (Fr.) 

41 Mike Schmitt (Ur) 

43 Steve Sloan (So.) 

21 Sean Westgate (So.) 
7 Courtney Viney (So.) 
7 Courtney Viney (So.) 
6 Tony Dye (So.) 

27 Aaron Ware (Sr.) 


KR 4 Terrence Austin (Sr.) 
PR 4 Terrence Austin (Sr.) 


Passing: Kevin Craft, 417-232-2,341-20, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Derrick Coleman, 53 car., 284 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Terrence Austin, 53 rec., 460 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Reggie Carter, 83, 48 solo 


Sacks: Korey Bosworth, 7.5 


Interceptions: Rahim Moore, 3 for 5 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


Chris Covatta 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Layne Murdoch 


OFFENSE It’s fairly safe to assume that Baylor 
quarterback Robert Griffin will be a marked 
man after passing for 2,091 yards and 15 
touchdowns and adding 843 yards and 13 
TDs rushing last year as a freshman. So the key 
in coach Art Briles’ second season will be how 
the Bears handle that and whether other 
weapons develop. 

“T think they're going to come out and try to 
shut me down,” Griffin says. “Because a lot of 
teams last year said that if I didn’t do anything, 
then we didn’t have a chance. But we've got 
enough other weapons out there on the field. 
We did last year, and we'll have even more this 
year.” 

Kendall Wright played a lead role last year, 
catching a team-high 50 passes for 649 yards 
and five touchdowns. But the Bears will try to 
spread it around this year, letting wide 
receivers David Gettis, Mikail Baker and 
Terrance Williams stretch the field. They also 
plan to involved the tight ends more. 


Running back Jay Finley may have to share 
the load with Houston transfer Terrance 
Ganaway and redshirt freshman Jarred Salubi, 
but he should become the Bears’ first 1,000- 
yard rusher in six years. 

Up front, senior center J.D. Walton is a 
third-year starter who should rank among the 
best in the nation. But Briles must find 
replacements for three-year starters Jason 
Smith (No. 2 overall pick in the NFL Draft) 
and Dan Gay at the two tackles. 


Four of Baylor’s 2008 losses were 
blowouts, but the other four — 
against bowl teams Missouri, 
Texas Tech, Nebraska and UConn 
— came by a total of 25 points. 


DEFENSE Penn State transfer Phil Taylor, a 
6'4", 355-pound behemoth, fills a need area 
for the Bears in a defensive front that lost two 
starters. “There are not five guys like him in 


iS RE 


at Wake Forest 


Aug. 28 Wake Forest 


America,” Briles says. With Taylor likely 
drawing double-team blocking assignments, 
senior middle linebacker Joe Pawelek could 
even improve on his All-Big 12 season of a year 
ago, when he ranked among the top seven 
nationally in tackles (128) and interceptions 
(six). “He’s sneaky good,” Briles says of 
Pawelek. “He’s coy. He’s smart. He’s an 
anticipator.” 

Senior free safety Jordan Lake (97 tackles, 
three picks) gives the Bears another All-Big 12- 
type player on the back end, but they must 
make a dramatic improvement at the corner 
positions. 


SPECIALISTS Junior punter Derek Epperson 
is not at the level of two-time Ray Guy Award 
winner Daniel Sepulveda, but his 44.3-yard 
average ranked second in the Big 12 and ninth 
in the nation. Ben Parks is a strong-legged 
kicker who is working through the struggles of 
his freshman year, when he missed five extra 
points and was short on his kickoffs. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘To a man, the Bears believe 
it’s their time to end a bowl drought that has 
stretched to 15 years. 

They were closer than the record indicated 
in 2008. Griffin led them to a 4-8 finish last 
year that included three-point losses to 
UConn and Missouri and a 35-28 loss to No. 
7 Texas Tech when the Red Raiders overcame 
a two-touchdown, second-half deficit. 

Now, the problem is trying to make another 
jump to the next level with a grueling schedule 
that includes eight bow! teams from last year, 
including non-conference matchups against 
Connecticut and Wake Forest. But if Briles can 
fill the critical offensive tackle spots with a pair 
of junior college transfers and settle on starters 
at the two corners, this is a legitimate bowl 
game contender. 

“At this time in our program, that’s a 
journey we need to fulfill,” Briles says. “And 
not just getting in it, but winning it.” 


tL 2-41 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 19 Connecticut Sept. 6 Northwestern State W 51-6 | Scoring 28.0 ppg 42 
Sept. 26 Northwestern State | Sept. 12 Washington State W 45-17 | Rushing 195.8 ypg 21 
Oct. 3 Kent State Sept. 19 at Connecticut L 28-31 | Passing 180.7 ypg 92 
Oct. 10 at Oklahoma Oct. 4 Oklahoma L 17-49 | Total 376.4ypg = 46 
Oct. 17 at Iowa State Oct. 11 Iowa State W 38-10 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 24 Oklahoma State Oct. 18 at Oklahoma State L 6-34 | Scoring 29.3 ppg 87 
Oct. 31 Nebraska Oct. 25 at Nebraska L 20-32 | Rushing 137.9 ypg 53 
Nov. 7 at Missouri Nov. 1 Missouri L 28-31 | Passing 255.3 ypg 103 
Nov. 14 Texas Nov. 8 at Texas L245 | Total = 393.2 ypg_ 85 
Nov. 21 atTexas A&M Nov. 15 Texas A&M W 41-21 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov, 28 Texas Tech (Arlington)| Nov. 29 at Texas Tech L 28-35 | +16 +1334 


HEAD COACH: ART BRILES * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: RANDY CLEMENTS, PHILIP MONTGOMERY * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BRIAN NORWOOD 


4-8 (1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 38-36 (6 YEARS) 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 


“As long as they stay healthy, Baylor might be 
one of the biggest surprises in the country 
this season. ... Art Briles is just a 
terrific coach. He might do at Baylor 
what Mike Leach did at Texas Tech.” 
—An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 4 David Gettis (Sr) 
WR 20 Lanear Sampson (Fr.) 
1 Kendall Wright (So.) 
13 Ernest Smith (Sr) 
58 Danny Watkins (Jr) 
63 John Jones (So.) 
55 J.D, Walton (Sr.) 
61 James Barnard (Sr.) 
Marquis Franklin (Jr.) 
10 Robert Griffin (So.) 
32 Jay Finley (ur.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
57 Tracy Robertson (So.) 
98 Phil Taylor (Jr) 
97 Trey Bryant (Sr) 
96 Zac Scotton (So.) 
6 Antonio Jones (Sr.) 
41 Joe Pawelek (Sr.) 
7 Antonio Johnson (ur.) 
8 Tim Atchison (Jr) 
3 Antareis Bryan (Jr) 
4 Jeremy Williams (Sr) 
21 Jordan Lake (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 40 Ben Parks (So.) 
P 36 Derek Epperson (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


80 Terrance Williams (Fr.) 
5 Mikail Baker (Sr) 
23 Justin Fenty (Sr) 
15 Krys Buerck (ur) 
67 Joe Korbel (So.) 
70 Jake Jackson (Fr.) 
79 Courtney Green (So.) 
Philip Blake (So.) 
69 Cameron Kaufhold (Fr:) 
6 Blake Szymanski (Sr.) 
Terrance Ganaway (So.) 


44 Fredric Plesius (Fr.) 
88 Jason Lamb (Sr,) 
90 Nicolas Jean-Baptiste (So.) 
9 Jameon Hardeman (Jr) 
36 Chris Francis (Jr) 
33 Earl Patin (ur.) 
37 Elliot Coffey (So.) 
20 Clifton Odom (Jr.) 
2 Trentson Hill (So.) 
19 Jeremy Sanders (Sr) 
12 Td. Scranton (Sr.) 


KR 5 Mikail Baker (Sr.) 
PR 15 Krys Buerck (Jr) 


Passing: Robert Griffin, 267-160-2,091-3, 15 TDs 
Rushing: Jay Finley, 149 car., 865 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Kendall Wright, 50 rec., 649 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Joe Pawelek, 128, 55 solo 


Sacks: Two players tied with 3 


Interceptions: Joe Pawelek, 6 for 56 yds. 


() Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Running back Toby Gerhart was 
one of the country’s surprise players last 
season, breaking out with a school-record 
1,136 yards rushing. Gerhart, also an 
outfielder for Stanford’s baseball team, was 
considering entering the Major League 
Baseball draft in June, but all signs pointed to 
a return to Stanford to play football in the fall. 
Even if they were to lose Gerhart, the Cardinal 
are excited about junior Jeremy Stewart, who 
has been waiting his turn behind Gerhart and 
Anthony Kimble. 

The biggest question about the offense is 
who will line up at quarterback. Incumbent 
Tavita Pritchard has been the Cardinal’s full- 
time starter for most of the past two seasons, 
but highly regarded Andrew Luck was on track 
to beat him out for the job during the spring. 
“Luck is going to be a star,” coach Jim 
Harbaugh says. “It’s undeniable.” 

Stanford returns its top two wide receivers 
in Ryan Whalen and Doug Baldwin, but 
sophomore Chris Owusu could be ready to 
make an impact. Harbaugh also brought in 
one of the top wide receiver classes in the 
country, and he says Jamal Rashad-Patterson 
could vie for a starting spot right away. 


16 


The offensive line has some rebuilding to do 
after the loss of all-conference players Ben 
Muth and Alex Fletcher, but Stanford will get 
a boost from the return of left tackle Allen 
Smith, who was granted a sixth year of 
eligibility after missing almost two seasons 
with a knee injury. 


Stanford went 16 years without a 
1,000-yard rusher before Toby 
Gerhart broke the drought last 
season. 


DEFENSE The Cardinal became a good pass- 
rushing team last year, but Harbaugh wants 
more. Defensive ends Erik Lorig and Tom 


Keiser combined for nine sacks last season, and 
nosetackle Ekom Udofia is one of the best in 
the Pac-10. 

Stanford returns middle linebacker Clinton 
Snyder bur will feel the pain of the loss of 
second-leading tackler Pat Maynor. Highly 
rated recruit Shayne Skov could see time right 
away at linebacker. 

The secondary is solid with returning free 
safety Bo McNally and cornerbacks Kris 
Evans, Michael Thomas and Corey Gatewood 
all competing for playing time. Delano Howell 
has moved from running back to free safety. 


SPECIALISTS The Cardinal have stability at 
punter with incumbent David Green but must 
replace placekicker Aaron Zagory. Backup 
Travis Golia has experience on kickoffs, but 
Notre Dame transfer Nate Whitaker is the 
favorite to replace Zagory. Stanford finished in 
the top half of the Pac-10 in both punt and 
kick returns last season, and all of the team’s 
top returners are back. Owusu, Howell and 
Stewart each averaged at least 23 yards per 
return last year, while Baldwin handled punt 
returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS He's got a 9-15 record in 
his first two seasons, but Harbaugh has created 
a buzz around Stanford’s program. He 
reportedly interviewed for the New York Jets 
job during the offseason and was targeted by a 
handful of other NFL teams. He decided to 
stay put, agreeing to a three-year contract 
extension. Now, Harbaugh has designs on 
elevating his program into the Pac-10 elite. 

The Cardinal aren't a title contender just 
yet, but a winning record and a finish in the 
upper half of the conference certainly are 
doable in 2009, 

If Gerhart can duplicate his production and 
the passing game finds some consistency, the 
defense should be good enough to get the 
Cardinal back to a bowl game for the first time 
since 2001. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


< 


2008 RESULTS (5 


5.7 4-5 31) Wise 
2 ttt 5 


Sept. 3 atWashington State | Aug. 28 Oregon State W 36-28 | Ie PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Wake Forest Sept. 6 at Arizona State tL 17-41 | Scoring 26.3 ppg 54 
Sept. 19 San Jose State Sept. 13 at TCU L 14-31 | Rushing 199.6 ypg 19 
Sept. 26 Washington Sept. 20 San Jose State W 23-10 | Passing 152.2ypg 103 
Oct. 3 UCLA Sept. 27 at Washington W 35-28 | Total 3518 ypg 67 
Oct. 10 at Oregon State Oct. 4 at Notre Dame L 21-28 | (DBRS PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Arizona Oct. 11 Arizona W 24-23 | Scoring 27.4 ppg 71 
Oct. 24 Arizona State Oct. 18 at UCLA L 20-23 | Rushing 152.9 ypg 77 
Nov. 7 Oregon Nov. 1 Washington State W 58-0 Passing 226.7 ypg 86 
Nov. 14 at USC Nov, 8 at Oregon L 28-35. | Total 379.6ypg = 75 
Nov. 21 California Nov. 15 USC L 23-45 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Notre Dame Nov. 22 at California L 16-37 | -4 033 81 
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HEAD COACH: JM HARBAUGH * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 9-15 (2 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: RS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAV/D SHAW * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: RON LYNN, ANDY BUH 


01 (5 YEARS 


THE QUOTE 
(Jim) Harbaugh has done a great job. Before, 
they weren’t tough. Now they’re a tough football 
team. They’re going to hit you in the mouth 
and they’re going to run the ball. 
That’s made them tougher. 


— An opposing Pac-10 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 8 Ryan Whalen (Jr) 
81 Chris Owusu (So.) 
67 Allen Smith (Sr) 
61 Matt Kopa (Sr.) 
72 Chase Beeler (Jr.) 
52 David DeCastro (Fr.) 
63 Chris Marinelli (Sr.) 
83 Jim Dray (Sr.) 
12 Andrew Luck (Fr.) 
48 Owen Marecic (Jr) 

7 Toby Gerhart (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 94 Tom Keiser (So.) 
DT 98 Matt Masifilo (So.) 
NT 54 Ekom Udofia (Sr.) 
DE 80 Erik Lorig (Sr.) 
OLB 42 Will Powers (Sr.) 
MLB 20 Clinton Snyder (Sr.) 
OLB 43 Chike Amajoyi (Jr) 
CB 2 Corey Gatewood (ur) 
CB 24 Kris Evans (Sr.) 

26 Delano Howell (So.) 
FS 22 Bo McNally (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 Nate Whitaker (Fr.) 
P 38 David Green (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


89 Doug Baldwin (Jr) 
J. Rashad-Patterson (Fr) 

73 Jonathan Martin (Fr.) 

71 Andrew Phillips (Jr.) 

70 Bert McBride (ur.) 

53 Derek Hall (ur.) 

77 Tyler Mabry (So.) 

82 Coby Fleener (So.) 

14 Tavita Pritchard (Sr.) 

47 Josh Catron (Sr.) 

34 Jeremy Stewart (Jr) 


93 Chase Thomas (Fr.) 
95 Brian Bulcke (Sr) 
92 Sione Fua (Jr.) 
41 Tom McAndrew (Sr.) 
51 Alex Debniak (So.) 
Shayne Skov (Fr.) 
57 Max Bergen (So.) 
37 Mark Mueller (ur.) 
3 Michael Thomas (So.) 
32 Sean Wiser (So.) 
23 Austin Yancy (Ur) 


KR 26 Delano Howell (So.) 
PR 89 Doug Baldwin (ur.) 


Passing: Tavita Pritchard, 254-147-1,633-13, 10 TDs 
Rushing: Toby Gerhart, 210 car., 1,136 yds., 15 TDs 
Receiving: Ryan Whalen, 41 rec., 508 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Bo McNally, 76, 53 solo 


Sacks: Tom Keiser, 6 


Interceptions: Bo McNally, 4 for 65 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Ric Fogel 


Joe Robbins 


OFFENSE For one of the first times since he 
arrived at South Carolina, Steve Spurrier heads 
into the season certain about his starting 
quarterback. Stephen = Garcia, _~—_ whose 
development was slowed by  offthe-field 
problems early in his career, was inconsistent in 
2008 while splitting time with Chris Smelley. 
But with Smelley’s transfer to Alabama to play 
baseball, Garcia has the job to himself. The 
righthander from Tampa has always had the 
physical tools. Now Spurrier wants to see him 
mature into a team leader who takes film study 
and game preparation more seriously. 

“We're in better shape than last year at the 
quarterback spot,” Spurrier says. “(Garcia) 
should be ready if he'll dedicate himself.” 

Garcia completed 53 percent of his passes last 
fall for 832 yards and six touchdowns. He also 
had eight interceptions, as South Carolina 
quarterbacks combined to throw more picks (27) 


than any team in the country. 


Improving a rushing attack that was the SEC’s 
worst the last two years could take pressure off 
Garcia. The Gamecocks are doing more one- 
back formations out of the shotgun, which 
tailback Brian Maddox says allows more time for 
plays to develop. Maddox is a power back with 
good speed in the open field, while freshman 
Jarvis Giles is a cutback runner with a different 
gear than the Gamecocks’ other backs. 

Jason Barnes, a 6'4" sophomore, will try to 
replace Kenny McKinley as the No. 1 receiver. 
Weslye Saunders is a big target at tight end in the 
mold of his predecessor, Jared Cook. 

New line coach Eric Wolford is looking for 
more toughness from a group that gave up 39 
sacks last year, more than any SEC team but 
Arkansas. 


South Carolina has lost to 
Vanderbilt two years in a row; Steve 
Spurrier was 10-0 vs. the 
Commodores while at Florida. 


y 

| 
DEFENSE Ellis Johnson, assistant head coach 
for defense, believes he has a faster lineup than 
the 2008 unit that led the SEC in pass defense 
and was fourth overall. What the Gamecocks 
lack is depth, particularly in a secondary hit 
hard by early NFL departures. 

South Carolina would have been in worse 
shape had linebacker Eric Norwood followed 
through on his initial plan to enter the draft. 
The two-time All-SEC selection is the school’s 
all-time leader in tackles for a loss and is 
closing in on the career sacks record. 

Norwood will be joined by Rodney Paulk, 
who replaces Jasper Brinkley at middle 
linebacker after redshirting last season with a 
nagging knee injury. 

At cornerback, Johnson will turn to true 
freshman Stephon Gilmore and first-year 
starter Akeem Auguste — and hope neither 
gets hurt. Returning safeties Chris Culliver 
and Darian Stewart are sound. 


SPECIALISTS Special teams coordinator 
Shane Beamer, son of Virginia Tech coach 
Frank Beamer, must decide on a kicker. 
Spencer Lanning, sixth in the SEC in punting 
(42.1 yards) last year, might have to do the 
punting and kicking following the loss of Ryan 
Succop. Lanning has a strong leg but was 
inconsistent during the spring. Adam Yates, 
expected to handle the kickoffs, could get a 
shot on field goals if Lanning struggles. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Entering his fifth year in 
Columbia, Spurrier has a 15-17 SEC record 
and has not finished above .500 in the 
conference since his first season in 2005. If the 
Gamecocks are going to challenge in the East, 
the line has to protect Garcia, who must make 
better decisions than a year ago. Defensively, 
an injury to a key player or two could expose 
the team’s lack of depth. 

Time is ticking on the 64-year-old Spurrier’s 
goal of bringing an SEC title to South 
Carolina. 


2009 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 at NC State Aug. 28 NC State 
Sept, 12 at Georgia Sept. 4 at Vanderbilt 
: : Sept. 13 Georgia 
Sept. 19 Florida Atlantic Sept. 20 Wofford 
Sept. 24 Ole Miss Sept. 27 UAB 
Oct. 3 South Carolina State | oct 4 at Ole Miss 
Oct. 10 Kentucky Oct. 11 at Kentucky 
Oct. 17 at Alabama Oct. 18 LSU 
Oct. 24 Vanderbilt Nov. 1 Tennessee 
Oct. 31 atTennessee Nov. 8 Arkansas 
Nov. 7 at Arkansas ges = ioe 
E Nov. 29 at Clemson 
Nov. 14 Florida Jan. 1 #1lowa 
Nov. 28 Clemson #Outback Bow! 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STEVE SPUR 


2008 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 


HEAD COACH: STEVE SPURRIER RECORD AT SCHOOL: : 
? ©DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: LO} 


Om Le 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Ww 34-0 Offense PerGame Rank 
L 17-24} Scoring  208ppg 9% 
s ee Rushing 941ypg 112 
gi Passing 222.5 ypg 50 
Wr tise S165 97 
w 31-24 | 108 9S 
W 24-17 Defense PerGame Rank 
L 17-24 | Scoring 21.1 ppg 31 
W 27-6] Rushing 132.7 ypg 43 
W 34-21 | passing 159.2 ypg 2 
L 6-56 | Total 2919 ypg = «2B 
L 1431 
L 10-31 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
-l1 -0.85 107 


4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 


“They should be in a situation where they have 
just as good of a chance as anybody to win 
at a high level. They have great support, 
and they have had very good players. 

It’s kind of a mystery.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 
4 Jason Barnes (So.) 
18 Dion LeCorn (Jr) 
9 Moe Brown (Sr) 
76 Jarriel King (Jr.) 
57 Lemuel Jeanpierre (Sr.) 
70 Garrett Anderson (Sr.) 
55 TJ. Johnson (Fr) 
74 Heath Batchelor (ur) 
88 Weslye Saunders (Jr) 
QB 5 Stephen Garcia (So.) 
10 Brian Maddox (ur) 


DEFENSE (6) 

96 Clifton Geathers (Jr.) 

95 Nathan Pepper (Sr.) 

42 Travian Robertson (ur) 

83 Cliff Matthews (Jr.) 

45 Rodney Paulk (ur) 

40 Eric Norwood (Sr.) 
SPUR 24 Darian Stewart (Sr) 
CB 5 Stephon Gilmore (Fr.) 
CB 3 Akeem Auguste (So.) 
SS 21 DeVonte Holloman (Fr.) 
FS 17 Chris Culliver (ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 34 Spencer Lanning (Jr.) 
P 34 Spencer Lanning (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Alshon Jeffrey (Fr) 

81 Tori Gurley (Fr) 
85 Joe Hills (Ur) 
66 Hutch Eckerson (ur) 
62 Pierre Andrews (Jr) 
63 Seaver Brown (Jr.) 
60 Terrence Campbell (ur.) 
72 Quintin Richardson (So.) 
93 Andrew Power (Fr) 
14 Reid McCollum (Fr.) 

3 Jarvis Giles (Fr) 


98 Devin Taylor (Fr) 

6 Melvin Ingram (So.) 
91 Ladi Ajiboye (Jr) 
90 Chaz Sutton (Fr) 

41 Josh Dickerson (ur) 
16 Shaq Wilson (So.) 
43 Alonzo Winfield (So.) 

7 Addison Williams (Ur) 

20 Jay Spearman (Fr.) 
Quin Smith (Fr) 
26 Antonio Allen (So.) 


KR 17 Chris Culliver (Jr) 
PR 3 Akeem Auguste (So.) 


Passing: Stephen Garcia, 122-65-832-8, 6 TDs 
Rushing: Stephen Garcia, 70 car., 198 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Moe Brown, 30 rec., 391 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Eric Norwood, 75, 49 solo 


Sacks: Eric Norwood, 9 


Interceptions: Chris Culliver, 3 for 43 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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ANN ARBOR, MICH. MICHIGAN SIADIL 

OFFENSE Last year’s quarterback situation 
was grim, and though freshman early enrollee 
Tate Forcier looked good during spring drills, 
neither he nor holdover Nick Sheridan (46 
percent completion rate in ’08) is particularly 
suited to run coach Rich Rodriguez's spread 
attack. Forcier has the skills but not the 
experience, while Sheridan has the experience 
but not the skills. The wild card is incoming 
freshman Denard Robinson, who'll get a 
chance to show his speed this summer. 

At least the quarterbacks have a load of 
backs to help out. Senior Carlos Brown, who 
played in only five games in ’08, was relatively 
healthy for the whole spring — a first — and 
will also contribute, as should Michael Shaw, a 
sophomore who showed some speed last year. 
Look out for 5'6", 158-pound true freshman 
Vincent Smith, who dazzled the coaches with 
his ability to hit top speed quickly and take off 
on long runs. 

Returning starters Martavious Odoms and 
Greg Mathews lead an improved group of 
targets, and the offensive line welcomes back 
four starters and says hello to surprise right 


tackle regular Mark Huyge. 


DEFENSE The Wolverines are in an odd spot 
here, with some featured performers in key 
positions but virtually no depth and some 
highly untested starters in other spots. End 
Brandon Graham had 10 sacks among 20 total 
tackles for a loss last year, but he’s on a 
defensive line in Greg Robinson’s new hybrid 
4-3 scheme that is woefully inexperienced, 
thanks to the departures of three starters from 
last year. Expect true freshman William 


Michigan ranked No. 11 in both 
passing offense and total offense 
in the Big Ten last year, as Rich 
Rodriguez’s touted spread offense 
struggled mightily to gain traction. 


Campbell to make an impact quickly, since he 
impressed during spring drills. 


2009 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 Western Michigan 
Sept. 12 Notre Dame 
Sept. 19 Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 26 Indiana 

Oct. 3 at Michigan State 
Oct. 10 at Iowa 

Oct. 17 Delaware State 
Oct. 24 Penn State 

Oct. 31 at Illinois 

Nov. 7 Purdue 

Nov. 14 at Wisconsin 
Nov. 21 Ohio State 


Aug. 30 Utah 
Sept. 6 Miami (OH) 


Sept. 27 Wisconsin 
Oct. 4 Illinois 

Oct. 11 Toledo 

Oct. 18 at Penn State 


Nov. 1 at Purdue 

Nov. 8 at Minnesota 
Nov. 15 Northwestern 
Nov. 22 at Ohio State 


HEAD COACH: RICH 


RODRIG 
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2008 RESULTS (3-9, 2-6) 


Sept. 13 at Notre Dame 


Oct. 25 Michigan State 


sUEZ * RECORD AT SCHOOL; 3- 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CALVIN MAGEE * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GREG ROBINSON 


The linebacking corps is in good shape, so 
long as middle man Obi Ezeh, returning 
outside starter Jonas Mouton and converted 
safety Stevie Brown are iron men. There is no 
proven depth behind them. 

Cornerback Donovan Warren led the team 
in pass breakups last year and is part of a 
secondary that needs converted corner Troy 
Woolfolk to thrive at safety and some 
youngsters to mature in a hurry. Newcomer 
J.T. Turner will get a chance for time at corner. 


SPECIALISTS Behold the yin and the yang of 


the kicking game. Senior punter Zoltan Meske 
was first team All-Big Ten last year, probably 
because he got so much work (80 punts). 
Meanwhile, the placekicking featured a 
collection of walk-ons in the spring and could 
fall into the hands of true freshman Brendan 
Gibbons this summer. The return situation is 


much better, thanks to the quick feet of 


Boubacar Cissoko, Odoms, Mathews and 


Smith. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The word “rebuilding” 
hadn't been heard at Michigan since 1969, and 
the folks didn’t like it, especially since the last 
time it was used, the Wolverines ended up in 
the Rose Bowl, not with a 3-9 record and the 
stain of a loss to Toledo. Rodriguez will be 
given time to effect a turnaround, but he'll 
need more than just a season or two. That's 
something the U-M community must accept, 
or it will be screaming for a quick trigger. 
There should be progress this season, since 


the offense returns a deeper unit, and if 


Forcier, Sheridan or Robinson can be efficient, 
Michigan will score some points. The defense 
needs to get it together quickly, and Robinson 
needs some kids to grow up quickly. The 
Wolverines aren't going to contend for the Big 
Ten title, but they won't be awful, either. They 
may even play in a bowl game. Michigan fans 
should recognize progress when they see it and 
prepare for prosperity down the road. 


2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
L 23-25 Offense PerGame Rank 
W 16-6] Scoring 20.3 ppg 99 
L 17-35 | Rushing 147.6 ypg 59 
W 27-25 | Passing 143.2ypg 108 
L 20-45 | Total 290.8 ypg 109 
L 10-13 Defense PerGame Rank 
L 17-46 | Scoring 28.9 ppg 84 
L 21-35 | Rushing 136.9 ypg 50 
L 42-48 | Passing 230.0 ypg 87 
Ww 29-6 | Total 366.9 ypg 67 
L 14-21 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
L 7-42 | -10 0.83 104 


9 (1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 108-71-2 (16 YEARS) 


THE QUOTE 


“That offense, from what I saw from Rich 
riguez) when we studied him at West 
ia, is they go on offense with the 


quarterback. If they don’t 


have the quarterback 


that can run the system, that offense 
doesn’t have a chance.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 13 Greg Mathews (Sr.) 


WR 9 Martavious Odoms (So.) 


22 Darryl Stonum (So.) 
71 Mark Ortmann (Sr.) 


52 Stephen Schilling (ur) 


50 David Molk (So.) 
60 David Moosman (Sr.) 
72 Mark Huyge (So.) 
86 Kevin Koger (So.) 
5 Tate Forcier (Fr.) 
4 Brandon Minor (Sr) 


DEFENSE (5) 


DE 55 Brandon Graham (Sr.) 


DT 68 Mike Martin (So.) 


DT 53 Ryan Van Bergen (So.) 


DE 58 Brandon Herron (So.) 
LB 3: Stevie Brown (Sr.) 
45 Obi Ezeh (ur) 
8 Jonas Mouton (Jr) 


6 Donovan Warren (Jr) 
33 Boubacar Cissoko (So.) 


29 Troy Woolfolk (ur.) 
40 Mike Williams (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K Brendan Gibbons (Fr.) 


P41 Zoltan Mesko (Sr.) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


12 Roy Roundtree (Fr.) 
7 Terrence Robinson (Fr.) 
18 James Rogers (ur) 
65 Patrick Omameh (Fr.) 
62 Tim McAvoy (Sr.) 
63 Rocko Khoury (Fr) 
56 Ricky Barnum (Fr.) 
79 Perry Dorrestein (Jr) 
80 Martell Webb (Jr) 
8 Nick Sheridan (Jr) 
23 Carlos Brown (Sr.) 


99 Adam Patterson (ur.) 
95 Renaldo Sagesse (ur.) 
92 Greg Banks (ur) 

9 Marell Evans (ur) 

7 Brandin Hawthorne (Fr) 
42 J.B. Fitzgerald (So.) 
25 Kenny Demens (So.) 
12 J.T. Floyd (Fr.) 

J.T. Turner (Fr) 
31 Jared Van Slyke (So.) 
28 Brandon Smith (Fr.) 


KR 23 Carlos Brown (Sr) 
PR 9 Martavious Odoms (So.) 


Passing: Nick Sheridan, 137-63-613-5, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Brandon Minor, 103 car., 533 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Martavious Odoms, 49 rec., 443 yds., OTD 


Tackles: Obi Ezeh, 98, 59 solo 
Sacks: Brandon Graham, 10 


Interceptions; Stevie Brown, 2 for 59 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Ric Fogel 


Tim Clark/Athton Sports 


OFFENSE Kentucky averaged 22.6 points per 
game last season, mostly under the direction of 
Mike Hartline at quarterback. That was down 
from 36.5 per game in 2007, and the goal is to 
rev up the offense to look more like the one 
Andre’ Woodson guided two seasons ago. 

“Offensively, there isn’t any question in my 
mind that we'll be better than we were last 
year,” coach Rich Brooks says. 

The improvement could come from 
Hartline, who's looking to make the jump from 
game manager to playmaker. If he can’t, one of 
two highly touted freshmen — Morgan 
Newton or Ryan Mossakowski — could make 
a play for the starting spot by midseason. 

Randall Cobb, who started four games at 
quarterback last season, moves to receiver, 
though he could see some snaps in a Wildcat 
set. He’s joined by a host of talented but 
inconsistent wideouts and a newcomer, junior 
college transfer Chris Matthews, who could be 
a contributor right away. 

Alfonso Smith rushed for 204 yards on 74 
carries last season and has worked hard to 
improve his pass-catching skills, a staple of 
Joker Phillips’ offense. Junior Derrick Locke is 
an explosive athlete — if he’s healthy. Locke 
rushed for 319 yards on 63 carries in seven 
games last season before he tore two knee 
ligaments against Arkansas. Locke missed the 
rest of the season and didn’t participate in 
spring practice, but he's expected back this fall. 


UK enters the season on a 14-game non- 
conference winning streak, the nation’s 
second longest behind LSU. It’s the 
longest such streak for the Cats since 
winning 17 straight from 1954-1960. 


The offensive line is far from set — pencil in 
Zipp Duncan at left tackle and Jorge Gonzalez 
at center — but there’s enough experience and 
depth (seven linemen have at least three career 
starts) that UK expects the O-line to be a 
strength. 


af 


Miami (OH) (Cincinnati) 


Sept. 5 


Aug. 31 at Louisville 


DEFENSE Three Wildcats — defensive end 
Jeremy Jarmon, linebacker Micah Johnson and 
cornerback Trevard Lindley — considered the 
NEL Draft before electing to return for their 
senior seasons, and they anchor what should be 
a strong defense. 

With Jarmon at left end and Corey Peters at 
left tackle, half of the Wildcats’ defensive line is 
rock solid. The biggest competition could come 
at right end with speedy Collins Ukwu and 
brawny Chandler Burden in a battle. 

Johnson is the key to a linebacking corps that 
has talent but lacks depth. He'll man the middle 
and be flanked by a pair of players making the 
transition to full-time starter, senior Sam 
Maxwell and sophomore Danny ‘Trevathan. 

The secondary could be the strongest Brooks 
has had at Kentucky. Lindley is perhaps the 
SEC's best cover corner, and the Wildcats could 
have emerging stars in cornerback Randall 
Burden and safety Winston Guy, who had as 
strong a spring as any player in camp. 


SPECIALISTS Kentucky is seeking a 


replacement for reliable punter Tim Masthay 
and a kicker who can deliver consistently. The 
Wildcats might find both in Ryan Tydlacka, 
the pooch punter and part-time kicker last 
season. Kentucky was at times atrocious in its 
protection schemes last season (Florida blocked 
two punts and a field goal in a 63-5 win in 
Gainesville), and that has to improve. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The good news for Brooks 


is that his defense should help carry the load 
this season while Kentucky irons out its 
quarterback issues. 

Still, the schedule is unforgiving — it 
features only one in-season bye week, and the 
Cats likely will be underdogs in their first four 
SEC games — and there are significant strides 
to make offensively. 

If the Wildcats can claw into a fourth 
straight bowl with a break-even record, it'll be 
a significant accomplishment for Brooks. 


Offense Per Game Rank 
Sept. 19 Louisville Sept. 6 Norfolk State W 38-31] Scoring  22.6ppg _—87 
Sept. 26 Florida Sept. 13 Middle Tennessee W 20-14 Rushing 127.5 ypg 81 
Oct. 3 Alabama Sept. 27 Western Kentucky W 41-3 Passing 171.9 ypg 9% 

é : Oct. 4 at Alabama lL 14-17 
Oct. 10 at South Carolina — | get 19 South Carolina = L742 ie sila | sa 
Oct. 17 at Auburn Oct. 18 Arkansas Ww 21-20 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 UL Monroe Oct. 25 at Florida L 5-63 Scoring 21.5 ppg 35 
Oct. 31 Mississippi State Nov. latMississippi State W 14-13 | Rushing 139.2 ypg 55 
Nov. 7 Eastern Kentucky Nov. 8 Georgia L 38-42 | Passing 193.2 ypg 40 
Nov. 14 at Vanderbilt Nov. 15 Vanderbilt L 24-31 | Total § 3324ypg 40 
: Nov. 29 at Tennessee L 10-28 = 

Nov. 21 at Georgia : TO Margin PerGame Rank 
igus On Tehnisesee Jan. 2 #East Carolina W 25-19 45 +0.38 35 


#Liberty Bowl 
HEAD COACH: RICH BROOKS * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 32-41 (6 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 121-152 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


| 
THE QUOTE 


RANDAL COBB 


“(Randall Cobb) is not a bad passer, but 


if you want a guy who m 


is living 


passing the football, you would probably 


put Cobb somewhere else 
— fn opposing SE 


OFFENSE (8) 

18 Randall Cobb (So.) 
81 Kyrus Lanxter (Ur) 
72 Zipp Duncan (Sr.) 
78 Christian Johnson (St.) 
61 Jorge Gonzalez (Sr.) 
63 Jake Lanefski (So.) 
76 Justin Jeffries (Sr.) 
80 T.C. Drake (Sr) 

5 Mike Hartline (ur.) 
38 John Conner (Sr) 
29 Alfonso Smith (Sr) 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE 99 Jeremy Jarmon (Sr.) 
DT 91 Corey Peters (Sr) 
DT 53 Ricky Lumpkin (Jr) 
DE 96 Collins Ukwu (Fr) 
SLB 50 Sam Maxwell (Sr.) 
MLB 4 Micah Johnson (Sr) 
WLB 41 Danny Trevathan (So.) 
CB 32 Trevard Lindley (Sr.) 
24 Randall Burden (So.) 
27 Ashton Cobb (Sr.) 
21 Winston Guy (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 9 Ryan Tydlacka (So.) 
P 9 Ryan Tydlacka (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


’ 


stant coach 


17 E.J. Adams (Sr) 

85 Gene McCaskill (So.) 

74 Trevino Woods (Fr) 

70 Stuart Hines (So.) 

77 Marcus Davis (Jr) 

59 Dave Ulinski (Fr.) 

75 Brad Durham (Jr) 

40 Maurice Grinter (Sr.) 
Morgan Newton (Fr.) 

47 A.J. Nance (Sr) 

20 Derrick Locke (ur) 


62 Greg Meisner (So.) 
98 Mark Crawford (So.) 
60 Shane McCord (ur) 
66 Chandler Burden (So.) 
57 Jacob Dufrene (ur) 
43 Mikhail Mabry (Sr.) 
39 William Johnson (Fr.) 
14 Anthony Mosley (So.) 
34 Paul Warford (ur) 
10 Matt Lentz (So.) 

33 Calvin Harrison (Sr.) 


KR 21 Winston Guy (So.) 
PR 18 Randall Cobb (So.) 


Passing: Mike Hartline, 311-172-1,666-8, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Randall Cobb, 79 car., 316 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Derrick Locke, 23 rec., 195 yds., 1 TD 
Tackles: Micah Johnson, 93, 60 solo 

Sacks: Jeremy Jarmon, 4.5 

Interceptions: Trevard Lindley, 4 for 55 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Maryland brings back plenty of 
pieces to showcase an explosive offense. Senior 
quarterback Chris Turner is a big-game 
performer who has a chance to leave an 
imprint on the school record books. Now in 
his third season as starter, Turner ranks seventh 
on Maryland’s career passing list (4,474 yards) 
and fourth on its career completion percentage 
list (59.7 percent). 

Also back are Maryland's top three running 
backs, most notably Da’Rel Scott, who earned 
first-team All-ACC honors last season after 
rushing for 1,133 yards and eight touchdowns. 

Maryland lost its most prominent wide 
receiver, Darrius Heyward-Bey, to the NFL 
Draft, bur there will be no shortage of 
athleticism with Torrey Smith, who made 16 
of his 24 catches in the season's final five 
games, and Ronnie Tyler, who should excel on 
third down. 

But Maryland's offensive potential will be 
severely hampered if the offensive line is not 
ready for primetime. The Terps lost five of 
their top seven linemen, including three 
starters. The onus will be on senior center Phil 
Costa to provide leadership and anchor an 


inexperienced unit. 


DEFENSE A defense that finished 10th in the 
ACC in total yards allowed should be bolstered 
by the arrival of first-year coordinator Don 
Brown, the former UMass head coach who is 
known for his blitz-happy philosophy. The 
question is whether the Terrapins have the 
personnel to effectively implement the 
aggressive 4-3 defense in Brown's first season. 

The defensive line will be a concern all 
season. Maryland must replace linemen 
Jeremy Navarre and Trey Covington, two 
players who started a combined 91 games the 


Maryland was outscored by 55 
points (123-68) while going 
1-4 on the road last season. 


2009 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 at California 
Sept. 12 James Madison 
Sept. 19 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 26 Rutgers 

Oct. 3 Clemson 

Oct. 10 at Wake Forest 
Oct. 17 Virginia 

Oct. 24 at Duke 

Nov. 7 at NC State 
Nov. 14 Virginia Tech 
Nov. 21 at Florida State 
Nov. 28 Boston College 


Aug. 30 Delaware 
Sept. 13 California 
Sept. 27 at Clemson 
Oct. 4 at Virginia 
Oct. 18 Wake Forest 
Oct. 25 NC State 


Nov. 22 Florida State 


Dec. 30 #Nevada 
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2008 RESULTS (8-5, 4-4) 
Sept. 6 at Middle Tennessee L 


Sept. 20 Eastern Michigan 


Nov. 6 at Virginia Tech 
Nov. 15 North Carolina 


Nov. 29 at Boston College 
#Humanitarian Bow! 


HEAD COACH: RALPH FRIEDGEN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 64-36 (8 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 64-36 (8 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JAMES FRANKLIN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DON BROWN 


AI : 
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last four seasons. The only somewhat known 
quantity is tackle Travis Ivey, who battled 
injuries throughout last season. 

Another issue is linebacker, where Maryland 
lost some key personnel. Fortunately, the 
Terrapins still have middle linebacker Alex 
Wujciak, who ranked second in the ACC last 
season with 133 tackles and should contend 
for league honors this season. 

If there is one defensive area Maryland fans 
can feel good about, it’s the secondary, where 
the Terrapins are particularly deep. At free 
safety, they have two aggressive racklers, starter 
Terrell Skinner and backup Antwine Perez. At 
strong safety, Jamari McCollough had a team- 
high four interceptions last season. 


SPECIALISTS Maryland has a proven kickoff 
returner in Smith, who set the ACC single- 
season mark for kickoff return yards (1,089) 
last season. Perhaps most encouraging is the 
return of All-ACC punter Travis Baltz. The 
one battle that should continue late into 
summer camp is at placekicker, where 
freshman Nick Ferrara is expected to challenge 


Nick Wallace to replace Obi Egekeze. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After losing 30. seniors, 


coach Ralph Friedgen has a roster that includes 
61 scholarship players who have at least three 
years of eligibility remaining. But a youth 
movement does not necessarily mean a 
rebuilding season. 

For all of last season’s experience, the team 
was wildly inconsistent, beating four ranked 
teams but losing at MTSU and Virginia. 
Friedgen now has a defensive coordinator in 
Brown who should infuse the unit with more 
aggression, and a highly regarded second-year 
offensive coordinator in James Franklin, who 
was recently named head coach-in-waiting. 

This team is young but talented, 
particularly at the skill positions. How fast 
those players mature will determine whether 
the Terps will be a factor in the ACC Adantic. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
W 14-7 Offense PerGame _ Rank 
14-24 | Scoring 218ppg 92 
W 35-27 Rushing 144.0 ypg 61 
W She Passing 206.7 ypg 64 
W 217 | Total = 350.7 yng. 8 
L 0-31 
W 26-0 Defense PerGame Rank 
W 27-24 | Scoring 22.5 ppg 4a 
L 13-23 | Rushing 146.7 ypg 71 
W 17-15 | Passing 218.2 ypg 77 
L 3-37 | Total 364.9 ypg 63 
L 21-28 | a Margin PerGame Rank 
Beg 062 97 


THE QUOTE 


SLB 54 Adrian Moten (Jr) 
WLB 50 Demetrius Hartsfield (Fr.) 


CB 14 Nolan Carroll (Sr.) 
SS 4 Jamarj McCollough (Sr.) 


P 35 Travis Baltz (ur.) 


@)\' ’ 
—_— - 


ADBREL SCOTT 


j 
a . J! 


“They're probably one of the last teams in the 
ACC that really come off the ball and really try to 
get downhill and run the ball at you. But they 
don’t scare me.” 

— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 
82 Torrey Smith (So.) 
24 Ronnie Tyler (So.) 
74 Bruce Campbell (Jr.) 
70 Lamar Young (So.) 
72 Phil Costa (Sr) 
78 Justin Lewis (Fr.) 
71 Paul Pinegar (ur.) 
45 Tommy Galt (Sr.) 
10 Chris Turner (Sr.) 
38 Cory Jackson (Sr.) 
23 Da’Rel Scott (ur.) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 44 Derek Drummond (So.) 
NT 92 Dion Armstrong (So.) 
DT 90 Travis Ivey (Sr.) 

DE 57 Jared Harrell (Sr) 


7 Adrian Cannon (Jr) 
83 Emani Lee-Odai (ur) 
76 RJ. Dill (Fr) 
78 Andrew Gonnella (So.) 
65 Danny Edwards (Jr) 
68 Maurice Hampton (So.) 
76 RJ. Dill (Fr) 
80 Lansford Watson (So.) 
11 Jamarr Robinson (So.) 
36 Taylor Watson (So.) 

8 Davin Meggett (So.) 


55 Masengo Kabongo (Fr.) 
96 A.J. Francis (Fr.) 

93 Tan Davidson (So.) 

56 Deege Galt (Sr) 

52 Darin Drakeford (Fr.) 
42 Ben Pooler (So.} 

15 Drew Gloster (ur) 

9 Richard Taylor (Sr) 
21 Trenton Hughes (So.) 
12 Kenny Tate (So.) 

2 Antwine Perez (Jr) 


MLB 33 Alex Wujciak (Jr) 


CB 6 Anthony Wiseman (Sr.) 


FS 1 Terrell Skinner (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 32 Nick Wallace (So.) KR 82 Torrey Smith (So.) 


PR &5 Tony Logan (So.) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Chris Turner, 374-214-2,516-11, 13 TDs 


Rushing: Da’Rel Scott, 209 car., 1,133 yds., 8TDs 
Receiving: Torrey Smith, 24 rec., 336 yds., 2TDs 


Tackles: Alex Wujciak, 133, 56 solo 
Sacks: Jared Harrell, 2 
Interceptions: Jamari McCollough, 4 for 10 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Bruce Schwartzmait 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


TUCSON, ARIZ. ARIZONA STADIUM (57,400) 
OFFENSE The Wildcats will enter preseason 
camp with no clear pick to replace four-year 
starter Willie Tuitama, who threw 67 
touchdown passes in his career. Sophomore 
Matt Scott threw only 11 passes last year but is 
blessed with speed and elusiveness. Nick Foles, 
a sophomore transfer from Michigan State, is 
more of a drop-back passer with a strong arm. 
Although he wasn’t always a go-to tailback, 
junior Nic Grigsby produced a 1,153-yard 
season, scored 13 touchdowns and continued 
to look the part of a franchise runner. 
Sophomore Keola Antolin has at times been 
outstanding. He gained 525 yards and scored 
10 touchdowns in limited playing time. 


Tight end Rob Gronkowski 
had 47 catches in 2008, 15 
more than any other 
season total for a tight 
end in Arizona history. 


The Pac-10’s career receiving leader, Mike 
Thomas, completed his college career with 
259 catches, but Arizona has a supply of 
capable replacements. Junior Delashaun Dean 
developed into a big-play receiver, catching 53 
passes, and junior Terrell Turner is similarly 
accomplished; he caught 43 passes in Arizona's 
spread offense. But the school’s most reliable 
receiver is junior tight end Rob Gronkowski, 
who caught 10 touchdown passes, part of a 
breakout year in which he caught 47 passes 
and was voted unanimous All-Pac-10. 

The most unsettled piece of Arizona's 2009 
depth chart is on the offensive line. Left tackle 
Eben Britton departed for the NFL Draft a 
year early. Three regulars return — center- 
guard Colin Baxter, tackle Adam Grant and 
guard Mike Diaz. Two starters must be 
identified in training camp. 


DEFENSE The defensive line is deep and 


talented. It will be difficult for anyone to 


unseat junior pass rusher Brooks Reed, who 


had a team-high eight sacks, and tackle Earl 
Mitchell, whose conversion from fullback was 
a success. Lolomana Mikaele, who missed °08 
for disciplinary reasons, reclaimed a starting 
inside position in spring camp. 

No other area of Arizona's roster needs more 
immediate help and training camp 
development than linebacker. But seniors 
Xavier Kelley, Vuna Tuihalamaka and Sterling 
Lewis played well in ’08. Kelley and Lewis 
combined for 13 starts, while Tuihalamaka was 
Arizona’s top linebacker off the bench and a 
leading special teams player. 

Senior Devin Ross is a potential All-Pac-10 
cornerback. Sophomore Trevin Wade was so 
impressive, intercepting four passes in limited 
time as a freshman, that he forced touted 
recruit Robert Golden to switch positions. 
Golden, now a safety, played well in the spring. 
He'll be paired with senior Cam Nelson, a 
two-year starter with big-play capability. 


SPECIALISTS Junior punter Keenyn Crier has 
been terrific in two college seasons. 
Sophomore Alex Zendejas inherits the kicking 
job. He has not attempted a field goal in a 
college game. Antolin, Ross and_ starting 
receiver Bug Wright will share the punt and 
kickoff return duties. All had experience in 
those roles last year. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Most of the pieces are in 
place for the Wildcats to return to a bowl 
game. But there is great uncertainty at 
quarterback and concerns on the offensive line 
and at linebacker. 

The Wildcats scheduled some needed 
break-in time against Central Michigan and 
Northern Arizona against whom they can 
identify and select a starting quarterback. By 
the time they travel to Iowa in late September, 
they expect to be rolling, perhaps not at last 
year’s 36.6-point and 402.4-yards-per-game 
rate, but good enough to be a factor in what 
should be a very balanced Pac-10. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (8-5, 5-4) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Central Michigan Aug. 30 Idaho w 70-0 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Northern Arizona Sept. 6 Toledo W 41-16 | Scoring  36.6ppg 16 
Sept.19 at Iowa Sept. 13 at New Mexico L 28-36 | Rushing 1584ypg 48 
Sept. 26 at Oregon State Sept. 20 at UCLA W 31-10] passing 244.0 ypg 36 
‘ Oct. 4 Washington W 48-14 
Oct. 10 at Washington Oct. 11 at Stanford Ae od (a ie 
Oct. 17 Stanford Oct. 18 California W 42-27 Defense PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 24 UCLA Oct. 25 USC L 10-17 | Scoring 21.3 ppg 33 
Nov. 7 Washington State Nov. 8 atWashington State W 59-28 | Rushing 13llypg 39 
Nov. 14 at California Nov. 15 at Oregon L 45-55 | Passing 181.9 ypg 23 
Nov. 21 Oregon Nov. 22 Oregon State L 17-19 | Total 313.0 ypg 24 
Nov. 28 at Arizona State Dec. 6 Arizona State W 31-10 TO Margin’ PerGame Rank 
Dec. 5 at USC Dec. 20 #BYU Ww 31-21 +6 +0.46 99 


#Las Vegas Bowl 


HEAD COACH: MIKE STOOPS * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 25-34 (5 YEARS) * 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SONNY DYKES * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK STO 


* CAREER RECORD: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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THE QUOTE 


“(Rob) Gronkowski, the tight end, is a great, 

great player. He blocks well. He catches well. 

He’s the whole package. He looks the part.” 
— An opposing Pac-10 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 18 Delashaun Dean (ur.) 
19 Bug Wright (So.) 
84 Terrell Turner (Sr) 
67 Phillip Garcia (Ur) 
74 Mike Diaz (Sr.) 
64 Colin Baxter (ur) 
70 Vaughn Dotsy (So.) 
78 Adam Grant (Sr) 
48 Rob Gronkowski (Jr.) 
4 Matt Scott (So.) 
5 Nic Grigsby (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 42 Brooks Reed (ur) 
DT 49 Earl Mitchell (Sr.) 
DT 94 Lolomana Mikaele (ur.) 
DE 44 Ricky Elmore (ur) 
52 Sterling Lewis (Sr.) 
15 Xavier Kelley (Sr.) 
8 Vuna Tuihalamaka (Sr) 
6 Devin Ross (Sr) 
24 Trevin Wade (So.) 
20 Cam Nelson (Sr.) 
1 Robert Golden (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Alex Zendejas (So.) 
P47 Keenyn Crier (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Matt Scott, 11-7-84-0, 1TD 


82 Juron Criner (So.) 
81 David Roberts (So.) 
85 David Douglas (So.) 
77 Jack Julsing (Jr) 
55 Conan Amituanai (ur.) 
50 Blake Kerley (Sr.) 
57 Jovon Hayes (ur.) 
72 Trace Biskin (Fr.) 
37 Chris Gronkowski (Sr.) 
8 Nick Foles (So.) 
2 Keola Antolin (So.) 


58 Apaiata Tuihalamaka (So.) 
46 Donald Horton Jr. (Sr) 
99 Kaniela Tuipulotu (ur) 
83 D’Aundre Reed (ur) 
21 Corey Hall (Sr.) 
Trevor Erno (Fr.) 
38 Orlando Vargas (So.) 
2 Mike Turner (Jr) 
7 Marcus Benjamin (Jr) 
9 Joe Perkins (ur) 
Adam Hall (Fr.) 


KR 2 Keola Antolin (So.) 
PR 2 Keola Antolin (So.) 


Rushing: Nic Grigsby, 214 car., 1,153 yds., 13 TDs 
Receiving: Delashaun Dean, 53 rec., 593 yds., 4TDs 


Tackles: Cam Nelson, 67, 41 solo 


Sacks: Brooks Reed, 8 


Interceptions: Trevin Wade, 4 for 78 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Southern Miss, known through the 
years for its traditionally strong defense, could 
field Conference USA's top offensive unit 
behind quarterback Austin Davis, receiver 
DeAndre Brown and running back Damion 
Fletcher. Davis moved into the starting role as a 
freshman and grasped Larry Fedora’s spread 
offense, setting 14 school records in the process. 
He passed for 3,128 yards and 23 touchdowns 
and was intercepted only eight times. 

Fletcher, already the school’s career rushing 
leader with 4,287 yards, missed spring practice 
serving a suspension for an off-campus 
incident but should return poised to complete 
a college football rarity — four straight 1,000- 
yard rushing seasons. 

After breaking his leg in the New Orleans 
Bowl, Brown returns to make a run at C-USA 
Offensive Player of the Year honors. 
Considered one of the nation’s top receiving 
prospects when he signed with the Golden 
Eagles, Brown lived up to the hype. He 
finished with a school-record 67 catches for 
1,117 yards and 12 touchdowns. Expect senior 
flanker Gerald Baptiste to contribute, too, 
following a 35-catch season. Although 
Jonathan Massey has prototypical tight end 
size, he also possesses big-play potential. 


Southern Miss was one of four FBS 
schools to rally from four games 
under .500 to make a bow! game in 
2008. The others were NC State, 
Florida Atlantic and Rutgers. 


If Southern Miss wins the C-USA East, the 
offensive line is the position that may make the 
difference. Veterans return at each of the five 
spots, led by honorable mention all-league 


pick Ryan Hebert at right guard. 


DEFENSE The defensive line will be led by 
veteran nosetackle Anthony Gray, a second- 
team all-league pick a year ago who finished 
with six sacks and forced a pair of fumbles. 


Deddrick Jones and Terrance Pope will battle 
for one of the end positions after each earned 
C-USA All-Freshman team honors in 2008. 

Gerald McRath, a first-team all-conference 
pick, left early to enter the NFL Draft, forcing 
the Golden Eagles to scramble a bit at 
linebacker, especially from a leadership 
standpoint. Korey Williams, who missed eight 
games a year ago because of a broken jaw 
sustained in an off-field incident, will play 
middle linebacker, Ronnie Thornton and 
Martez Smith, the hardest-hitting of the 
Golden Eagle linebackers, will play at the 
outside spots. 

Another strength for the Golden Eagles will 
be the secondary. Four starters return, led by 
safety Eddie Hicks. Hicks, a senior, was a 
second-team all-league selection —_ after 
intercepting four passes to boost his career total 
to eight. Junior Chico Hunter, also a safety, 
missed spring practice but should be healthy as 
the season begins. Cornerback Andre Watson 
joined preseason camp late in 2008 and didn’t 
become heavily involved until midseason. He 
should be much more of a factor. 


SPECIALISTS The return game should be 
sound, Freddie Parham averaged 22.1 yards 
per kickoff return, and Andre Watson ranked 
third in C-USA with a 7.7-yard average on 
punt recurns. The kicking game must recover 
from the loss of Britt Barefoot, who handled 
both the placekicking and punting duties. 
Justin Estes is a placekicking candidate. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Fedora begins his second 
season poised to make a run at the C-USA East 
title. The Eagles have star power on offense 
and should be stout, as usual, on defense. 

The schedule is tricky, both in and out of 
conference play. The Eagles travel to East 
Carolina, the defending league champ, and 
Houston, a contender in the West. In non- 
league action, USM hosts Virginia and visits 
Kansas and Louisville. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Alcorn State Aug. 30 UL Lafayette W 51-21 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 UCF Sept. 6 at Auburn L 13-27 | Scoring  30.6ppg 31 
Sept. 19. Virginia Sept. 13 at Arkansas State W 27-24 | Rushing 192.5 ypq 24 
Sept. 26 at Kansas Sept. 20 Marshall L 27-34) passing 241.1 ypg 40 
Oct. 3 at UAB sila abla L(ot)37-40 | Total = 433.5 ypq. 20 

5 = Oct. 11 Boise State E 7-24 
Oct. 10 at Louisville Oct. 18 at Rice L 40-45 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Memphis Oct. 25 at Memphis L 30-36 | Scoring 241 ppg 54 
Oct. 24 Tulane Nov. 1UAB W 70-14 | Rushing 139.8 ypg 58 
Oct. 31 at Houston Nov. 8 at UCF W 17-6] Passing 226.3 ypg 85 
Nov. 14 at Marshall Nov. 15 East Carolina W 21-3] Total 366.1 ypg 65 
Nov. 21 Tulsa Nov. 29 at SMU W 28-12 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov, 28 at East Carolina Dey 2 walla hc a eT +100 10 
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#New Orleans Bowl 


HEAD COACH: LARRY FEDORA * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 7-6 (1 YEAR) « CAREER RECORD: 7-6 (1 YEAR) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DARRELL WYATT * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TODD BRADFORD 


THE QUOTE 
“We didn’t do anything different from what we 
were doing earlier in the year. We just had 
some young guys that grew up and 
realized they could make plays.” 


— Southern Miss coach Larry Fedora, on the team’s 


five-game winning streak to end the season 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 86 Gerald Baptiste (Sr.) 


83 Johdrick Morris (Ur) 
5 DeAndre Brown (So.) 

73 Kyle Burkhart (Sr.) 

69 Micah Brown (Sr.) 

59 Cameron Zipp (ur.) 

71 Ryan Hebert (Sr.) 

72 Calvin Wilson (Sr.) 

19 Jonathan Massey (Ur) 
12 Austin Davis (So.) 

25 Damion Fletcher (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 


LE 
DT 
OT 
RE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
Ss 
FS 


91 Deddrick Jones (So.) 
95 Anthony Gray (ur) 
99 Rolando Barragan (Sr.) 
45 Roshaad Byrd (Ur) 
56 Ronnie Thornton (So.) 
42 Korey Williams (So.) 
32 Martez Smith (ur) 
12 Andre Watson (Sr.) 
20 Cw. Bailey (Jr) 

30 Chico Hunter (Jr) 
18 Eddie Hicks (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
p 


13 Justin Estes (ur) 
3 Bret Jefcoat (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Austin Davis, 454-261-3,128-8, 23 TDs 

Rushing: Damion Fletcher, 219 car., 1,313 yds., LO TDs 
Receiving: DeAndre Brown, 67 rec., 1,117 yds., 12 TDs 


Tackles: Chico Hunter, 68, 44 solo 


Sacks: Anthony Gray, 6 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 4 


88 Jordan McNair (Fr.) 
85 Quentin Pierce (Fr) 

6 Freddie Parham (Sr.) 
74 Trevor Newsom (Jr) 
60 RJ. Brown (Sr) 

62 Austin Quattrochi (Fr.) 

55 Alex Michael (ur.) 

67 Dyron White (Fr.) 

84 Leroy Banks (Sr) 

14 Martevious Young (ur.) 
11 Tory Harrison (Sr.) 


90 Terrance Pope (So.) 
90 Terrance Pope (So.) 
93 Logan Hickman (So.) 
49 Cordarro Law (So.) 
43 Tim Green (So.) 
24 Hendrick Leverette (Jr) 
21 Brandon Davis (Sr.) 
2 Micah Pellerin (So.) 
15 Marcal Robinson (Fr.) 
8 Justin Wilson (Ur) 
26 Kendrick Presley (So.) 


KR 6 Freddie Parham (Sr) 
PR 12 Andre Watson (Sr.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Southera Miss SID 


Peter Broudlet 


OFFENSE Quarterback Tim Jefferson was 
named the Mountain West’s Offensive 
Freshman of the Year after an often-spectacular 
rookie season. Now, coach Troy Calhoun 
wants Jefferson to pass with more accuracy and 
run with greater power and _ elusiveness. 
Calhoun even surprised in spring drills by 
moving tailback Asher Clark to quarterback to 
challenge Jefferson. 

The Falcons will move the ball on the 
ground, That's a given. But the team’s success 
might hinge more on Jefferson's arm than his 
feet. Air Force finished last in the MWC in 
passing, scoring only nine touchdowns 
through the air. If Jefferson doubles that total, 
the Falcons could vault into the conference's 
top three. One problem: His receiving corps is 
thin. Sean Quintana needs to emerge as a pass- 
catching threat at tight end. Kyle Halderman 
and Kevin Fogler, both legit deep threats, 
should serve as Jefferson's primary targets. 


Clark, who's recovering from a spring knee 
injury, is expected to serve as Jefferson's 
sidekick as the top tailback. He's a tenacious 
runner who, despite his small frame, runs like 
a fullback. He lacks breakaway speed, which 
remains the Falcons’ most glaring weakness. 
Jared Tew is a fullback who runs like a tailback 
and could deliver a game-breaking threat. 

The line is experienced and athletic but 
small; Calhoun stresses skill over bulk. Nick 
Charles, Peter Lusk and Ryan Gonzales could 
help the Falcons flirt with 300 yards per game 
rushing. 


Opponents averaged 35.8 
points in the Falcons’ five 
losses in 2008. Air Force 
was 8-0 when holding 
teams under 30 points. 


DEFENSE The Falcons’ last three opponents 
of 2008 averaged 39 points per game, and the 
three-straight defeats tarnished a surprising 


Sept. 5 Nicholls State Aug. 30 Southern Utah 


RESULTS (8-5 


season. This year could produce a defensive 
revival. Defensive coordinator Tim DeRuyter 
is adept at utilizing daring blitz schemes to 
increase the power of his undersized squad. 
With six returning starters, this could be the 
first time in a decade that the Falcons win 
games with their defense. 

Noseguard Ben Garland leads an undersized 
but skilled line, and Andre Morris Jr. has the 
speed and skills to become a star at outside 
linebacker. Chris Thomas, a safety, hits with 
the ferocity of a linebacker, but he must 
increase his effectiveness in pass coverage. 

The key for the defense could be the play of 
sophomore free safety Jon Davis, who emerged 
in spring practice as a possible game-altering 
force. Davis has the speed to keep opposing 
teams from shredding the Falcons secondary. 
And he, like Thomas, enjoys delivering mind- 
altering hits on receivers. Standout cornerback 
Reggie Rembert was suspended indefinitely in 
the spring; his loss would be key. 


SPECIALISTS Ryan Harrison, one of the best 
placekickers in AFA history, left a gaping hole, 
and there's no obvious replacement. Zack Bell, 
Erik Soderberg and Garrett Jack were consistent 
in their inconsistency in spring practice. 
Brandon Geyer should be a powerful punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Falcons were expected 
to stumble the past two seasons. This team is 
different. This time, the Falcons will face the 
burden of expectations. 

They could meet those expectations. The 
offense will be powerful if Jefferson grows as a 
passer, bur a more dangerous passing attack 
will require someone's emergence from a group 
of less-than-dazzling receivers. For years, the 
Falcons have been shredded by passing teams. 
Last season, Air Force lacked the speed and 
quickness to shut down — or even slow down 
— teams like BYU and Houston. If the 
Falcons can develop a stingy secondary, this 
could be Calhoun’s best AFA team. 


3} WAT RANKINGS 


W Offense PerGame — Rank 
Sept. 12 at Minnesota Sept. 6 at Wyoming W 23-31) Scoring  268ppg 53 
Sept. 19 at New Mexico Sept. 13 at Houston W 31-28 | Rushing 266.9 ypg «6 
Sept. 26 San Diego State | SePt. 20 Utah L 23-30] passing  82.2ypg. «117 
Oat Bert L 27-3) total 349.1 ypg 69 

Oct. 3 at Navy Oct. 11 atSan Diego State W 35-10 
Oct. 10 TCU Oct. 18 at UNLV Ww 29-28 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 17 Wyoming Oct. 23 New Mexico W 23-10} Scoring 222ppg 43 
Oct. 24 at Utah Nov. 1 at Army W 16-7] Rushing 1415ypg 64 
Oct. 31 at Colorado State Nov. 8 Colorado State W 38-17 | Passing 199.9 ypg 50 
Nov. 7 Army Nov. 15 BYU L 24-38 | Total 341.5 ypg 50 
Nov. 14 UNLV Nov. 22 at TCU L 10-44 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 21 at BYU Dec. 31 #Houston L 28-34 43 +100 10 


HEAD COACH: TROY 


#Armed Forces Bowl 


CALHOUN « RECORD AT SCHOOL: 17-9 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CLAY HENDRIX, BLANE M 


YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 17-5 
NV » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


pssrscnson =? 


THE QUOTE 


“They do a lot more things than just the triple 
option. Last year they didn't run the triple option 
much, The more you add to the triple option, the 


less time you have to spend 


rking on it.” 


— An opposing MWC ass 


OFFENSE (5) 
83 Kevin Fogler (ur) 

4 Kyle Halderman (Jr) 
59 Ryan Gonzales (Sr.) 
57 Nick Charles (Sr.) 
65 Michael Hampton (Sr.) 
62 Peter Lusk (Sr.) 

60 Chris Campbell (Sr.) 
81 Sean Quintana (Sr.) 

7 Tim Jefferson (So.) 
42 Jared Tew (ur) 

17 Asher Clark (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 51 Myles Morales (Sr.) 
NG 93 Ben Garland (Sr.) 
DE 90 Rick Ricketts (ur) 
OLB 44 Patrick Hennessey (ur) 
ILB 43 Justin Moore (Sr) 
ILB 47 Ken Lamendola (Jr) 
OLB 36 Andre Morris Jr. (Jr) 
CB 5 Anthony Wright (So.) 
CB 8 Reggie Rembert (Jr) 
SS 34 Chris Thomas (Sr.) 

S 16 Jon Davis (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 94 Zack Bell (Ur) 
P 98 Brandon Geyer (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


80 Anthony Hemphill (Sr.) 
15 Jonathan Warzeka (So.) 
73 A.J. Wallerstein (So.) 
63 Jeffrey Benson (So.) 
55 Michael Hester (So.) 
61 Tyler Schonsheck (Jr) 
74 Chase Darden (Jr) 
82 Chaz Demerath (ur) 
6 Connor Dietz (So.) 
40 Ryan Southworth (ur) 
2 Savier Stephens (ur.) 


99 Ryan Gardner (So.) 
89 Bradley Connor (ur) 
92 Wylie Wikstrom (ur) 
32 Jordan Waiwaiole (So.) 
45 John Falgout (Sr.) 

55 Austin Demmel (So.) 
53 Braylon Gurnell (ur) 
33 Pu. Adeji-Paul (So.) 
18 Elliott Battle (Jr) 

24 Phil Ofili (So.) 

17 Jonathan Ashley (Jr.) 


KR 8 Reggie Rembert (Jr) 
PR 8 Reggie Rembert (ur) 


Passing: Tim Jefferson, 80-44-655-3, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Asher Clark, 132 car., 588 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Josh Cousins, 16 rec., 176 yds., 2TDs 
Tackles: Ken Lamendola, 118, 47 solo 


Sacks: Ben Garland, 4 


Interceptions: Reggie Rembert, 3 for 23 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Vv 


OFFENSE The Gophers return quarterback 
Adam Weber and All-Big Ten receiver Eric 
Decker, have added a highly touted junior 
college receiver in Hayo Carpenter and have 
running back Duane Bennett healthy after 
knee surgery. Now they need the offensive line 
to jell. 

New offensive coordinator Jedd Fisch, 
under coach Tim Brewster's direction, has 
moved away from a pure spread approach to a 
multiple-set offense that will more closely 
resemble a pro-style attack. At its core is a big 
group of offensive linemen who will be putting 
their hands back in the dirt in the three-point 
stance. It is a group anchored at the tackles by 
defensive lineman turned tackle Matt 
Stommes and 375-pound junior college 
transfer Jeff Wills. If this group can clear the 
way, the Gophers could be dangerous. 

Weber returns having taken every snap from 
center the past two seasons. He has courage 
and an accurate arm, but he needs time. When 
he gets it he’s effective. He has thrown for 
more than 200 yards in 16 of 25 starts and has 


TD passes in 21 of 25 games. 


Decker will attempt to set the school record 
for receptions for a third straight season, last 
year having totaled 84 catches, which went for 
1,074 yards with seven TDs. Carpenter comes 
to the Gophers with explosive speed and 
figures to start opposite Decker. 

Bennett was off to a strong sophomore 
season before being sidelined by a knee injury 
at the end of a Game 2 victory at Bowling 
Green. Bennett is a true dual-threat running 
back with strong receiving skills. 


The Gophers improved their win total 
by six games from 2007 to ’08, the 
largest jump in the nation. 


DEFENSE Kevin Cosgrove becomes the team’s 
third defensive coordinator under Brewster. 


Cosgrove was one of the conference's best 
coordinators while working for Barry Alvarez 
at Wisconsin. Now he’s looking to prove it was 
no fluke taking over a unit that made 
significant improvement under Ted Roof last 
season. Under Roof’s watch, the Gophers 
improved from last in the nation in total 
defense in 2007 to 80th in ’08, 

There is speed in the defensive backfield 
and at linebacker, with experience returning 
up and down the lineup. But the Gophers’ 
success will likely hinge on their ability to 
pressure the passer now that defensive end 
Willie VanDeSteeg and his team record for 
tackles for a loss are gone. 

The defensive line will be anchored by run- 
stuffers Garrett Brown and Eric Small, but 
someone — Cedric McKinley, anyone? — 
will have to step up as a pass-rushing defensive 
end. 


SPECIALISTS The Gophers are starting from 
scratch for the most part here. Highly touted 
freshman Dan Orseske is expected to take over 
duties from departed punter Justin Kucek. He 
comes to the Gophers as a two-time all-state 
performer at Brother Rice High School in 
Chicago. Eric Ellestad is a former Minnesota 
high school kicking star who has waited three 
years for a chance. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Gophers, on paper, 
figure to be improved, especially if they can 
learn Fisch’s new offense and gain some 
consistency running the ball. 

But will that mean more wins? Not 
necessarily, The recent Minnesota tradition of 
easy non-conference scheduling has been 
discarded. Instead of patsies like Montana 
State, Florida Atlantic and Northern Illinois, 
this year the Gophers will play Syracuse, Air 
Force and California. The rotating Big Ten 
schedule delivered a tough blow — Michigan 
and Indiana are gone in favor of Penn State 
and Michigan State. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (7-6, 3-5) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Syracuse Aug. 30 Northern Illinois W 31-27 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Air Force Sept. 6 atBowlingGreen W 42-17 | Scoring 23.2 ppg —s83 
Sept. 19 California Sept. 13 Montana State W 35-23 | Rushing 103.9 ypg «104 
Sept. 26 at Northwestern Sept. 20 Florida Atlantic W 33) passing 219.1 ypg 55 
Oct. 3 Wisconsin Sept. 27 at Ohio State L 21-34 Total 322.9 ypg 91 

: Oct. 4 Indiana Ww 16-7 
Oct. 10 Purdue Oct. 11 at Illinois W 27-20 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Penn State Oct. 25 at Purdue w 1-6 | Scoring 24.8 ppg 61 
Oct. 24 at Ohio State Nov. 1 Northwestern L 17-24 | Rushing 143.3 ypg «68 
Oct. 31 Michigan State Nov. 8 Michigan L 6-29 | Passing 240.3 ypg 93 
Nov. 7 Illinois Nov. 15 at Wisconsin L 32-35 | Total 383.6 ypg 80 
Nov. 14 South Dakota State Nov. 22 Iowa L 0-55 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 21 at Iowa Be ay i eee | +092 16 
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# Insight Bowl 
HEAD COACH: TIM BREWSTER » RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-17 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 8-17 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JEDD FISCH * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: KEVIN COSGROVE AND RONNIE LEE 


ERIC DECKER 


THE QUOTE 
“T don’t know how we would’ go from the spread 
one year to being a two-back team the next year 
wholeheartedly. It just depends on how 
much the players buy into it and 
where their attitude is at.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 7 Eric Decker (Sr.) 
WR —_-Hayo Carpenter (Jr) 
79 Matt Stommes (Sr) 
76 Dom Alford (ur) 
61 Trey Davis (So.) 
73 Matt Carufel (Jr) 
71 Jeff Willis (Jr) 
48 Nick Tow-Arnett (Sr) 
8 Adam Weber (Jr.) 
35 Jon Hoese (ur) 
22 Duane Bennett (Jr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 97 Anthony Jacobs (So.) 
DT 98 Eric Small (Sr) 

DT 99 Garrett Brown (Sr.) 
DE 55 Cedric McKinley (Sr) 


OLB 21 Simoni Lawrence (Sr) 


MLB 30 Lee Campbell (Sr.) 
OLB 32 Nate Triplett (Sr) 
CB 15 Traye Simmons (Sr) 
CB 24 Marcus Sherels (Sr.) 
S$ 27 Kyle Theret (Jur.) 

Ss 3 Kim Royston (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Eric Ellestad (ur.) 
Pp Dan Orseske (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


2 Brandon Green (So.) 
16 Ben Kuznia (Sr.) 
74 Ryan Ruckdashel (Sr.) 
53 Dw. Burris (Jr) 
52 Jeff Tow-Arnett (Sr) 
66 Ned Tavale (Sr.) 
60 Ryan Wynn (So.) 
Ra'Shede Hageman (Fr.) 
5 MarQueis Gray (Fr.) 
48 Nick Tow-Arnett (Sr) 
23 DeLeon Eskridge (So.) 


93 Derrick Onwuachi (Sr.) 
68 Jewhan Edwards (So.) 
89 Barrett Moen (Sr) 

95 D.L. Wilhite (Fr) 

_8 Spencer Reeves (Fr. 


51 Gary Tinsley (So, 


8 Spencer Reeves (Fr) 
Michael Carter (Fr.) 
2 Ryan Collado (Jr) 
26 Mike Rallis (So.) 
25 Tim Dandridge (So.) 


KR 11 Troy Stoudermire (So.) 
PR 24 Marcus Sherels (Sr.) 


Passing: Adam Weber, 410-255-2,761-8, 15 TDs 
Rushing: DeLeon Eskridge, 184 car., 678 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Eric Decker, 84 rec., 1,074 yds., 7 TDs 


Tackles: Lee Campbell, 80, 50 solo 


Sacks: Two players tied with 4 


Interceptions: Traye Simmons, 4 for 81 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


John Grieshop 


Tulsa SID 


TULSA, OKLA. H.A. CHAPMAN STADIUM (35,542) 


OFFENSE ‘Tulsa has won 21 games in the past 
two seasons, including a school-record 11 in 
2008. Those wins were fueled by a potent 
offensive attack. The Golden Hurricane led the 
nation in total offense in 2007 and ’08 but will 
have to replace some key parts this year. 

Co-offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn has 
moved to Auburn, leaving the playcalling 
duties to head coach Todd Graham and 
offensive coordinator Herb Hand, who shared 
duties with Malzahn last season. Graham 
promises that the spread, no-huddle offensive 
attack will stay in place, and that the unit 
won't miss a beat. 

A new quarterback will emerge this fall, 
with Jacob Bower, G.J. Kinne and Shavodrick 
Beaver competing for the vacancy. Bower, a 
junior, saw limited action in 2008, throwing 
only 15 passes. Kinne, a transfer from the 
Texas, and Beaver, a highly touted freshman, 


are vying for playing time. 
7. 3 


Junior Charles Clay, who moved from 
fullback to running back during spring drills, 
will get a chance to replace Tarrion Adams, 
Tulsa's all-time leading rusher. Jamad Williams, 
Charles Opeseyitan, Willie Carter and Alex 
Singleton will also get opportunities. 

Three wide receivers, including freshman 
All-American Damaris Johnson, caught at least 
eight touchdowns last season. 

The offensive line will be retooled, with only 
two regular starters returning. It'll be a point of 
emphasis, and a spot that Graham said 
concerned him during spring drills. 


Tulsa’s spread, no-huddle 
offense led the nation with 
a 7.3 yards-per-play 
average last season. 


DEFENSE Graham repeatedly has said that for 
TU to compete for a Conference USA title, it 
has to have a championship defense. The 
defense returns seven starters and needs that 


experience and leadership to help it improve 
this season. 

Noseguard Wilson Garrison anchors a three- 
man line that willbe looking to replace key 
players at end. Look for Odrick Ray and 
Un'Tavious Scott to step into starting spots. 

The linebacker corps is the team’s nucleus. 
Senior Mike Bryan had a team-high 119 
tackles last year, with teammate Tanner Antle 
providing a boost at the weak-side position. 

The secondary needs improvement against 
the pass. Tulsa's defensive backs allowed 32 
touchdown passes while recording only nine 
interceptions last season. Seniors Jon Destin 
and Kenny D. Sims are looking to lock up spots 
at corner, but keep an eye on newcomer 
Laquentin Black. James Lockett is the marquee 
player and had a team-high 8.5 sacks last year. 


SPECIALISTS The competition is heated for 
placekicking duties. Kevin Fitzpatrick and 
Matt Hulse are battling for the vacant spot. 
Cory Jefferis (kickoffs) and Michael Such 
(punts) have locked down duties. Damaris 
Johnson, one of C-USA’s most athletic players, 
will handle kickoff return chores, while Trae 
Johnson will be the team’s punt returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The key to the 2009 season 


will be how Tulsa’s offense reacts without 
Malzahn and with a new quarterback and 
revamped offensive line. If the offense hits 
some lulls early, it will need rapid 
improvement the defense. Tulsa 
improved on its overall defensive numbers 
from 2007 to 08 but was still far from the 
“championship defense” that Graham craves. 

Making the C-USA Championship Game 
for the fourth time in five years is a possibility, 
but Tulsa will have to survive a dangerous 
November to do that. It has to play Houston 
and East Carolina and then travel to Southern 
Miss in a three-week stretch. 

A third straight 10-win season is possible, 
but will be a challenge. 


from 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (11-3, 7-1) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 4 atTulane Aug. 30 at UAB Ww 45-22 | [OS PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at New Mexico eh b: x _ Texas q np Scoring 47.2 ppg 2 

apt. lew Mexico — : 
Sept.19 at Oklahoma Sept. 27 Central Arkansas W 62-34 Rushing 268.0 ypg 5 
Sept. 26 Sam Houston State | oct. 4 Rice w 63-28 | Passing 301.9 ypg Y 
Oct. 3 atRice Oct. 11 at SMU W 37-31 | Total 569.9 ypg 1 
Oct. 14 Boise State Oct. 18 UTEP W 77-35 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 21 at UTEP oe Fi < eees ‘ + Se Scoring 27.9 ppg 75 
Oct. 31 SMU Nov. 15 at Houston L 30-70 Rushing 129.5 ypg 37 
Nov. 7 Houston Nov, 22 Tulane w 56-7 | Passing 249.6ypg = 97 
Nov. 15 East Carolina Nov. 29 at Marshall W 38-35 | Total 379.lypg 74 
Nov, 21 at Southern Miss nee ; Pt ly - ie! TO Margin PerGame Rank 
: an. all State i ij z 
Nov. 27 Memphis #GMAC Bow! 5 0.36 84 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: HERB HAND + CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: KEITH PATTER 


‘SON, RON WEST 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 


"We've had the No. 1 offense in the country for 
two years straight. For us to change anything 


wouldn’t be 
respect fe 
this offense 


y smart. ... We 
alzahn) and what he did, but 


s designed for the University 


have tremendous 


of Tulsa and our personnel." 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR_ 88 Slick Shelley (Sr.) 
3 Damaris Johnson (So.) 
1 Trae Johnson (Jr.) 
78 Tyler Holmes (So.) 
76 Curt Puckett (Sr.) 
58 Jon Bell (Jr) 
72 Clint Anderson (So.) 
75 Brandon Thomas (So.) 
15 Jacob Bower (ur) 
23 Jamad Williams (Jr) 
9 Charles Clay (ur.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 80 Odrick Ray (Ur) 

NG 96 Wilson Garrison (Sr.) 
DE 56 Un’Tavious Scott (Sr.) 
OLB 40 Tanner Antle (Jr) 
MLB 43 Mike Bryan (Sr) 

OLB 8 George Clinkscale (Sr.) 
CB 18 Jon Destin (Sr) 

CB 27 Kenny D. Sims (Sr.) 
SPUR 6 James Lockett (Sr.) 
BAN 5 DeAundre Brown (So.) 
FS 24 Charles Davis (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 47 Kevin Fitzpatrick (So.) 
P 35 Michael Such (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


sa coach Todd Graham 


84 Jesse Meyer (Sr.) 
2 AJ. Whitmore (Jr) 
Ricky Johnson (Fr.) 
77 Jared Grigg (Fr) 
60 Nick Gates (Jr) 
Eric Sproal (So.) 
65 Gabe Moyer (Fr.) 
71 Wilson Holloway (So.) 
4 G.J. Kinne (So.) 
37 Charles Opeseyitan (So.) 
Alex Singleton (Fr.) 


93 Cory Dorris (Fr) 

94 Wayne Thompson (Fr.) 

55 Rashad Robinson (So.) 

8 George Clinkscale (Sr.) 

28 Kaipo Sarkissian (Sr.) 

32 Curnelius Arnick (So.) 

21 John Flanders (So.) 
Laquentin Black (Jr) 

42 Ade’ Manga (Sr.) 

38 Margieno Meadows (So.) 
Arthur Render (ur.) 


KR 3 Damaris Johnson (So.) 
PR 1 Trae Johnson (ur) 


Passing: Jacob Bower, 15-11-138-1, 1TD 
Rushing: Jamad Williams, 86 car., 523 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Damaris Johnson, 53 rec., 743 yds., 10 TDs 


Tackles: Mike Bryan, 119, 53 solo 


Sacks: James Lockett, 8.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Navy enters Ken Niumatalolo’s 
second season withour its most heralded 
quarterback, best wide receiver and two most 
productive running backs from last season. But 
Navy has a strong chance to earn a seventh 
consecutive bowl berth behind a host of capable 
replacements ready to help the Midshipmen try 
to win a fifth straight national rushing title. 

Quarterback Ricky Dobbs looks to build on 
his performance last season, when he made a 
significant impact in only seven games. He 
rushed for 224 yards on 42 carries against 
SMU and helped engineer what fell just short 
of being a miraculous come-from-behind 
victory over Notre Dame. 

Dobbs, who has a chance to establish 
himself as one of Navy’s best passing 
quarterbacks in recent memory, should help 
bring out the best in Mario Washington, who 
will be Navy’s go-to wide receiver. Teammates 
rally around Dobbs, a charismatic player who 
spent spring practice focusing on the decision- 
making aspect of the triple-option offense. 

At fullback, Alex Teich has speed and 
quickness and will offer a home run threat. 
Who will emerge at slotback is less certain, but 
the Midshipmen have several athletic backs 
who could contribute. 

Tackles Jeff Battipaglia and Matt Molloy are 
the bookends of a line that again appears 
capable of opening up the running game. 


Navy improved its scoring 

defense by 14.4 points 

per game last season, 

the best improvement in |] 
the country. 


DEFENSE The defense took a significant step 
forward last season and could be even better. 
Three experienced starters return up front, 
including left end Jabaree Tuani, who led Navy 
with nine tackles for a loss despite not starting 
until the fifth game. Noseguard Nate Frazier 
could be a force after starting the last 26 games. 


Sept. 5 at Ohio State . 30 Towson 


The linebacking corps is directed by two 
seniors, Ross Pospisil and Clint Sovie. Pospisil, 
the emotional leader of the defense, topped the 
team with 106 tackles, broke up four passes, 
made two interceptions and forced three 
fumbles. The inside backer finished the season 
with double-figure tackles in each of his last 
five games. Sovie can play both inside and 
outside but will move to outside linebacker, 
where Niumatalolo feels he may be best suited. 

Rover Wyatt Middleton, who has started 24 
consecutive games, will be an able leader of the 
secondary. 


SPECIALISTS Look for kicker Jon Teague to 
try to fill the void left by one of the best 
placekickers in team history, Matt Harmon, 
who was a semifinalist for the Lou Groza 
Award. Teague handled kickoff duties last year 
as a freshman, when he averaged 65 yards per 
kickoff. Navy returns a strong punter in Kyle 
Delahooke, whose 41.6-yard average was the 
fourth-best single-season punting average in 
school history. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Any questions about the 
direction of Navy's program after coach Paul 
Johnson departed for Georgia Tech were 
answered emphatically during Niumatalolo’s 
first season as head coach. His eight wins were 
the most by a first-year Navy coach since 
1926. 

With 11 returning starters, Navy is poised 
to continue that success even though it must 
replace most of its top offensive playmakers. If 
inexperienced players emerge quickly and 
Dobbs executes the triple option adeptly, Navy 
should thrive, because the defense will be 
experienced and reliable. 

No coach has ever won the Commander-In- 
Chief’s Trophy in each of his first two seasons, 
but Niumatalolo has enough offensive talent 
to do it. Overall, expect some offensive 
growing pains but ultimately another bowl 
appearance by the Midshipmen. 


41-13 


W Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Louisiana Tech Sept. 5 at Ball State L 23-35 | Scoring 27.2 ppg 48 
Sept. 19 at Pittsburgh Sept. 13 at Duke L 3141 | Rushing 292.4 ypg 1 
Sept. 26 Western Kentucky | Sept. 20 Rutgers W 23-21 | passing 60.9 ypg «118 
Oct. 3 Air Force Sept. 27 at Wake Forest W 24-17 Total 353.3 ypg 66 
Oct. 10 at Rice Oct. 4 at Air Force W 33-27 
Oct. 17 at SMU Oct. 18 Pittsburgh lee ve Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Wake Forest Oct. 25 SMU Ww 34-7 | Scoring 220ppg 40 
Oct. 31 Temple Nov. 1 Temple W (ot)33-27 | Rushing 134.9 ypg 46 
Nov. 7 at Notre Dame Nov. 15 vs. Notre Dame L 21-27 | Passing 211.9 ypg 64 
Nov. 14 Delaware Nov. 25 atNorthern Illinois W 16-0 | Total 346.7 ypg 53 
Nov. 28 at Hawaii Dec. 6 vs. Army Ww 34-0 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 12 Army (Philadelphia) | D& 20 #Wake Forest = L 19-29 | “og as a 


HEAD COACH: KEN NIL 
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#EagleBank Bowl 


ATALOLO * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-6 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: |ViN JASPER * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BUDDY GREEN 


(1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 8-6 (i YEAR) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


“With Army hiring (Rich) Ellerson and with 

(Troy) Calhoun at Air Force, I know they are on 
our heels. And that keeps me motivated because 
I don’t want them catching us. 


Midshipmen coach Ken Niumatalolo 


OFFENSE (4) 


85 Mario Washington (ur.) 
80 Mike Schupp (Jr) 
61 Jeff Battipaglia (Ur) 
79 Osei Asante (Sr.) 
75 Brady DeMell (So.) 
66 Curtis Bass (Sr.) 
70 Matt Molloy (Jr) 

4 Ricky Dobbs (ur) 
39 Alex Teich (So.) 
28 Marcus Curry (So.) 
23 Cory Finnerty (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 
NG 
DE 


ILB 
ILB 


CB 
cB 
ROV 
FS 


98 Jabaree Tuani (Jr) 
99 Nate Frazier (Sr) 
59 Matt Nechak (Sr) 
44 Clint Sovie (Sr.) 
51 Ross Pospisil (Sr) 
50 Tony Haberer (Sr) 
49 Craig Schaefer (Sr.) 
1 Blake Carter (Sr.) 
15 Kevin Edwards (ur) 
8 Wyatt Middleton (Jr) 
37 Kwesi Mitchell (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


45 Jon Teague (So.) 
35 Kyle Delahooke (Jr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Ricky Dobbs, 16-9-212-1, 1 TD 
Rushing: Ricky Dobbs, 106 car., 495 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Cory Finnerty, 4 rec., 37 yds, OTD 


Tackles: Ross Pospisil, 106, 64 solo 


Sacks: Matt Nechak, 4 
Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


” 


84 Greg Jones (Ur) 

81 Nick Henderson (Sr.) 
60 Austin Milke (Sr) 
53 Andy Lark (Sr.) 

65 Patrick Snow (ur) 
63 David Hong (So.) 


/68 John Dowd (So.) 


2 Kriss Proctor (So.) 
38 Kevin Campbell (Sr.) 
26 Aaron Santiago (So.) 
33 Bobby Doyle (Sr.) 


78 Michael Walsh (Sr.) 
93 Chase Burge (ur.) 
69 Jordan Stephens (St) 
34 Ram Vela (Sr.) 
54 Tyler Simmons (ur) 
33 Caleb King (So.) 
31 Jerry Hauburger (ur) 
22 John Angelo (ur.) 

9 Darius Terry (Sr.) 

3 Jesse Iwuji (Sr) 

9 Darius Terry (Sr) 


KR 83 Gary Myers (So.) 


PR 85 Mario Washington (Jr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Kent Smith 


Nevada SID 


OFFENSE Nevada returns nearly every piece 
from one of the most prolific offenses in the 
country in 2008. Head coach Chris Ault’s 
Pistol offense finished third in the nation in 
rushing yards per game, fifth in total yards and 
tied for 12th in scoring. The most important 
piece is junior quarterback Colin Kaepernick, 
the 2008 WAC Offensive Player of the Year 
who will be in his third year as a starter. The 
dual-threat Kaepernick terrorized the WAC 
with 2,849 passing yards and 22 touchdowns 
last year, and he also ran for 1,130 yards and 
17 more scores. 

Nevada will likely add a few wrinkles to the 
Pistol to accommodate a pair of bruising 
running backs. Vai Taua, the defending WAC 
rushing champion, returns for his junior 
season. And the return of Luke Lippincott, the 
2007 conference rushing champ who was 
granted a sixth year of eligibility this spring 
after missing most of 2008, will add to the 
WAC’s deepest backfield. 


Nevada’s 2009 roster features 
three players who have rushed 
for 1,000 yards in a single 
season — Colin Kaepernick, 
Vai Taua and Luke Lippincott. 


Nevada wants to expand its passing attack 
this year, but it will need to replace its top two 
pass-catchers from 2008, including all- 
conference selection Marko Mitchell. But the 
team has enough experience returning, 
including three of five starters on the offensive 
line, and enough young talent at receiver to 
maintain its position as one of the nation’s elite 
offenses. 


DEFENSE The strength of the defense returns 
in junior ends Kevin Basped and Dontay 
Moch. The duo combined for 36 tackles for a 
loss as sophomores in 2008 and will force 
opponents to game plan against them. Inside, 
senior Nate Agaiava could be an all-conference 


player at one tackle spot, and fellow senior 
Chris Slack, who has played sparingly, will 
likely occupy the other. 

The linebacking corps is deep despite the 
loss of multi-year starters Josh Mauga and 
Jerome Johnson. Sophomores James-Michael 
Johnson and Brandon Marshall will line up on 
the outside, while senior Mike Bethea moves 
inside to the middle linebacker spot. The 
coaching staff believes Johnson is on the verge 
of being a star. 

But the biggest problem from a year ago still 
lingers entering 2009 — the secondary. The 
Wolf Pack return cornerback Antoine 
Thompson and playmaking safety Jonathon 
Amaya but little else from the nation’s worst 
pass defense in 2008. Isaiah Frey, who started 
a handful of games as a true freshman, and 
several redshirt freshmen will be asked to grow 
up in a hurry. Any kind of improvement here 
would be a major plus. 


SPECIALISTS Special teams were a major 
focus for Ault during spring practice, and for 
good reason. Nevada finished eighth in the 
conference in both kick return yardage and 
return yards allowed. The Wolf Pack will look 
to freshman L.J. Washington to help spring 
life into the kick return team. Ricky Drake is 
the favorite to replace reliable kicker Brett 


Jaekle. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Nevada has played in a 


bowl game for four consecutive seasons, but 
fans would like to see the team take the next 
step and challenge Boise State for a WAC title. 
Kaepernick is as dynamic a player as there is in 
the West, and he leads an offense that figures 
to be among the most potent in the nation, 
But the Wolf Pack defense, which allowed an 
average of 45.5 points in its six losses last year 
must improve dramatically if the team expects 
to have a chance to win games at Notre Dame, 
at home against Missouri, and the season- 
finale at Boise State. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (7-6, 5-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Notre Dame Aug. 30 Grambling State Ww 49-13 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 19 at Colorado State Sept. 6 Texas Tech L 1935 | Scoring  37.6ppg 12 
Sept. 25 Missouri Sept. 13 at Missouri L 17-69 | Rushing 277.8 ypg 3 
Oct. 3 UNLV Sept. 27 at UNL W 49-27 | passing 230.8 ypg «47 

=a Oct. 4 at Idaho W 49-14 Total 508.5 ypg 5 
Oct. 9 Louisiana Tech Oct. 11 New Mexico State L 45-48 
Oct. 17 at Utah State Oct. 18 Utah State W 44-17 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Idaho Oct. 26 at Hawaii L 31-38 | Scoring 32.3 ppg 99 
Oct. 31 Hawaii Nov. 7 at Fresno State W 41-28 | Rushing — 88.6 ypg 6 
Nov. 8 at San Jose State Nov. 15 San Jose State W 41-17 Passing 311.6 ypg 119 
Nov. 14 Fresno State Nov. 22 Boise State L 34-41 | Total 400.2 ypg 91 
Nov, 21 atNew Mexico State | Nou 29 atLouisianaTech = W 35-31 | vy peenpeerpnercoreemmer pers 
Nov. 27 at Boise State Deca nea hy ert +1 +0.08 55 


#Humanitarian Bowl 
HEAD COACH; CHRIS AULT * RECORD AT SCHOOL; 198-91-1 (24 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 198-91-1 (24 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHRIS KLENAKIS * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NIGEL BURTON 


COLIN KAEPERNICK 


THE QUOTE 


boa 
st 


"We want to expand what we are doing with the 
passing game. But the focus for us has to be 
getting better on the defensive side of the ball.” 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 81 Maurice Patterson (Jr.) 
14 Chris Wellington (Jr) 
18 Brandon Wimberly (Fr.) 
50 Mike Gallett (Jr.) 
62 John Bender (ur:) 
63 Kenneth Ackerman (Sr.) 
75 Chris Barker (Fr.) 
73 Alonzo Durham (Sr.) 
85 Virgil Green (Jr) 

QB 10 Colin Kaepernick (Jr) 

TB 34 Vai Taua (ur) 


DEFENSE (6) 

LE 99 Kevin Basped (Jr.) 
DT 90 Chris Slack (Sr) 
DT 95 Nate Agaiava (Sr.) 
RE 55 Dontay Moch (Jr.) 


vada coach Chris Ault 


12 Arthur King ur. (Sr.) 
19 Malcolm Shepherd (ur) 
83 L.J. Washington (Fr.) 
74 Steve Haley (So.) 
68 Steve Werner (Fr.) 
67 Jeff Meads (So.) 
Aminiasi Silatolu (ur) 

79 Jose Acuna (Jr) 
42 Kevin Bohr (Sr.) 
16 Tyler Lantrip (So.) 

7 Luke Lippincott (Sr) 


58 Ryan Coulson (Jr) 

93 Zack Madonick (So.) 
92 Mike Andrews (So.) 
96 Daniel Agaiava (Sr) 


SLB 52 James-Michael Johnson (So.) 57 Kaelin Burnett (So.) 


MLB 36 Mike Bethea (Sr.) 
WLB 33 Brandon Marshall (So.) 
45 Antoine Thompson (Sr.) 
32 Isaiah Frey (So.) 
49 Jonathon Amaya (Sr.) 
Duke Williams (Fr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Richard Drake (Ur) 
P 48 Brad Langley (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


40 Jared Silva-Purcell (Ur) 
3 Adam Liranzo (Jr) 
6 Doyle Miller (Jr) 

24 Khalid Wooten (Fr.) 

25 Mo Harvey (Sr.) 
8 Marlon Johnson (Fr) 


KR 24 Brandon Fragger (Sr) 
PR 83 Lu. Washington (Fr.) 


Passing: Colin Kaepernick, 383-208-2,849-7, 22 TDs 
Rushing: Vai Tava, 236 car., 1,521 yds., 15 TDs 
Receiving: Chris Wellington, 42 rec., 632 yds., 6TDs 
Tackles: Jonathon Amaya, 68, 48 solo 


Sacks: Dontay Moch, 11.5 


Interceptions: Jonathon Amaya, 4 for 33 yds. 


{#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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Ais r i> 
STORRS, CONNECTICUT. RENISCHLER FIELD (40,000) 


OFFENSE UConn has a new coordinator (Joe 
Moorhead) and a new scheme (multiple, no- 
huddle), but a singular goal — creating more 
balance. To that end, the 2009 Huskies will run 
everything at a faster tempo in order to improve 
an anemic passing attack while maintaining a 
power running game. 

Quarterback Zach Frazer, who began his 
career at Notre Dame, ran a similar system in 
high school, so the adjustment should come 
easily to him. 

Sophomore tailback Jordan Todman, who 
averaged 6.3 yards per carry in a limited role last 
season, could be UConn’s next big offensive star 
and, along with fullback Anthony Sherman, has 
the ability to catch the ball out of the backfield. 

Three starters return up front — right guard 
Zach Hurd, right tackle Mike Hicks and center 
Moe Petrus (he slides over from left guard) — 
but there are openings at on the left side, 
particularly at left tackle, where William Beatty, 
an All-Big East first-team selection, graduated 


after starting for three seasons. 


It will be interesting to see if anyone emerges 
as a go-to receiver. Eight different wide receivers 
worked with the first unit during the spring, 
and four freshmen are on the way, including 
highly rated speedster Dwayne Difton from the 
nation’s top-ranked prep team (St. Thomas 
Aquinas in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.). Ditto at tight 
end, where not a single player returns who has 
caught a pass in college. 


Dave Teagart took over the 
kicking chores in Game 8 and 
converted his first 11 field goals, 
the longest streak in school 
history. He finished 13-of-15. 


DEFENSE Veteran coach Randy Edsall has 
upgraded the size and speed of this unit each 
season and expects to see more improvement in 
2009, despite the loss of four starters — 
including All-Big East performers Darius Butler 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (8-5, 3-4) 


(cornerback) and Cody Brown (defensive end). 

The strength lies at linebacker, where all three 
starters — Scott Lutrus, Greg Lloyd and 
Lawrence Wilson — return. Lutrus (106) and 
Wilson (73) led the Huskies in tackles last 
season and are also excellent dropping back in 
pass coverage. 

Despite the loss of ends Brown (11 sacks) 
and Julius Williams (seven), two speed rushers 
off the corner return in Lindsey Witten and 
Marcus Campbell, and both tackles, Twyon 
Martin and Kendall Reyes, have starting 
experience. 

A major concern in the secondary is the loss 
of strong safety Dahna Deleston, whose 100- 
yard interception return for a touchdown 
capped UConn’s 38-20 International Bow! 
victory over Buffalo. He was excellent in 
coverage and a fierce hitter near the line of 
scrimmage. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Dave Teggart, who 
converted 13-of-15 field goals in the final six 
games, and punter Desi Cullen (24 punts inside 
the 20), are quality kickers, while defensive back 
Jasper Howard and Todman are capable 
returners. UConn must clean up some 
protection problems, particularly in the punting 
game, where the Huskies had six punts blocked 
in 2008. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Every Big East contender 
lost some offensive firepower this season, so 
where UConn fits in the mix depends on the 
development of its new offense and better play 
at the quarterback and wide receiver positions. 

On the plus side, the Huskies play four of 
their seven conference games at home. On the 
minus side, the non-league schedule includes a 
tough home game against North Carolina and 
road stops at Baylor and Notre Dame. 

A winning season and a third straight bowl 
bid are very realistic goals, but the Huskies don’t 
appear to be too much of a threat to contend for 
the Big East title. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 at Ohio Aug. 28 Hofstra W 35-3 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 North Carolina Sept. 6 at Temple W (ot)12-9 | Scoring 24.9 ppg 65 
Sept. 19 at Baylor Sept. 13 Virginia W 45-10] Rushing 2164ypg «13 
Sept. 26 Rhode Island Sept: 19 Baylor W 3188) passing 139.7 ypg 109 
Oct. 10 at Pittsburgh pete OO SOLOENNS we eee Toba 356. ypg «62 
: an Oct. 4 atNorthCaroling = L 12-38 
Oct. 17 Louisville Oct. 18 at Rutgers L 10-12 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at West Virginia Oct. 25 Cincinnati W 40-16 | Scoring 19.8 ppg 22 
Oct. 31 Rutgers Nov. 1 West Virginia L 13-35 | Rushing 109.8ypg 16 
Nov. 7. at Cincinnati Nov. 15 at Syracuse W 39-14 | Passing 168.2 ypg 9 
Nov. 21 at Notre Dame Nov. 23 at South Florida L 13-17 Total 278.0 ypg 6 
Nov. 28 Syracuse Dec. 6 Pittsburgh SOE TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 5 South Florida cece eh A 0.31 80 


HEAD COACH: KA 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOE 


MOORHEAI 
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#International Bow! 
NDY EDSALL « RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


8-60 (10 YEAR 


} * CAREER RECORD: 58-60 (10 YEAR: 


* DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TODD ORLAND< 


THE QUOTE 
“The offense is going to be a problem 
again, but they play such good defe 

they’re able to stay in most game 


An opposing Big East ass 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 3 Brad Kanuch (Sr.) 
82 Kashif Moore (So.) 
72 Jimmy Bennett (Fr.) 
66 Mathieu Olivier (ur) 
57 Moe Petrus (So.) 
78 Zach Hurd (Jr) 
79 Mike Hicks (Sr.) 
94 Ryan Griffin (Fr) 
10 Zach Frazer (Jr) 
49 Anthony Sherman (ur.) 
23 Jordan Todman (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 9 Lindsey Witten (Sr) 
DT 9 Kendall Reyes (So.) 
DT 4 Twyon Martin (So.) 
DE 26 Marcus Campbell (ur) 
OLB 32 Scott Lutrus (Jr) 
MLB 95 Greg Lloyd (Jr.) 

OLB 8 Lawrence Wilson (Jr) 
CB 6 Jasper Howard (Jr.) 
CB 42 Robert McClain (Sr) 
SS 27 Aaron Bagsby (So.) 
FS 33 Robert Vaughn (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 Dave Teggart (So.) 
P13 Desi Cullen (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


area 
that 


stant coach 


Dwayne Difton (Fr.) 

83 Isiah Moore (Fr.) 
73 Dan Ryan (Sr) 
60 Erik Kuraczea (Fr.) 
70 Gary Bardzak (So.) 
74 Alex LaMagdelaine (Sr) 
71 Mike Ryan (So.) 
89 John Delahunt (Fr.) 
12 Cody Endres (So.) 
47 Anthony Davis (ur) 

2 Andre Dixon (Sr) 


48 Trevardo Williams (Fr) 
54 Alex Polito (ur.) 
52 Brandon Dillon (Sr.) 
91 Jesse Joseph (Fr.) 
17 Matt Ashmead (Sr) 
10 Greg Robinson (ur.) 
19 Kijuan Dabney (ur) 
24 Dwayne Gratz (Fr) 

5 Blidi Wreh-Wilson (Fr.) 
37 Jonathan Jean-Louis (So.) 
15 Jerome Junior (Fr.) 


KR 23 Jordan Todman (So.) 
PR 6 Jasper Howard (Ur) 


Passing: Cody Endres, 84-39-411-3, OTD 
Rushing: Jordan Todman, 47 car., 296 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Kashif Moore, 27 rec., 273 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Scott Lutrus, 106, 64 solo 


Sacks: Lindsey Witten, 5 


Interceptions: Jasper Howard, 4 for 27 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Stephen Slade 


Layne Murdoch 


OFFENSE Even with the departure of Stephen 
McGee, Mike Goodson and Jorvorskie Lane, 
Texas A&M returns plenty of big-time 
playmakers among the skill position 
personnel. Athletic junior Jerrod Johnson 
started 10 games last year, tossing a school- 
record 21 touchdowns and throwing for at 
least three scores in four games. 

Although Johnson struggled at the end of 
last year, he made significant improvements 
during the offseason. If he can continue to 
develop, and redshirt freshman Tommy 
Dorman can take the reins as the backup 
quarterback, A&M can use multi-talented 
sophomore Ryan Tannehill primarily at wide 
receiver. Tannehill, listed now as the backup 
quarterback, adds tremendous explosiveness at 
wide receiver. Tannehill and fellow sophomore 
Jeff Fuller combined to catch 105 passes for 14 
touchdowns and 1,474 yards last year. 


449 


Sophomore tailback Cyrus Gray is an 
outstanding straight-ahead runner, while 
fellow sophomore Bradley Stephens has great 
vision and elusiveness. Both will receive plenty 
of touches, as will true freshman Christine 
Michael, who features a rare combination of 
power and breakaway speed. 

The main concern offensively is up front. 
The good news is that Kevin Matthews, Lee 
Grimes, Evan Eike and Michael Shumard — 
all starters from last year — return. But that 
group wasn't very good last year, as the Aggies 
finished last in the Big 12 in rushing offense 
(88.5 yards per game) and sacks allowed (39). 

The offensive line will also receive a lift this 
fall from freshmen like Patrick Lewis and 
Rhontae Scales, as well as the healthy return of 
former defensive tackle Lucas Patterson, who 


A&M allowed 449 points in 2008, an 
average of 37.4 per game, worst in 
the Big 12. The Aggies gave up 66 
points to Oklahoma — the most 
they’ve ever surrendered at Kyle Field. 


2003 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS [¢ 


also sat out the spring because of injuries. Matt 
Allen, a transfer from LSU, also becomes 
eligible this fall. 


DEFENSE Good news for Texas A&M fans 
longing for a return to the old Wrecking Crew 
days: Defensive end/outside linebacker Von 
Miller looks the part of the old pass-rushing, 
havoc-causing monsters of yesteryear. Miller 
will lead an improved defensive front, which 
produced just 16 sacks last year. 

A&M is still light years away from returning 
to its old “Linebacker U” status, but the Aggies 
welcome back talented youngsters like Garrick 
Williams, Kyle Mangan and Ricky Cavanaugh, 
who can fly to the ball. 

One of the few statistical bright spots from 
last year was the Aggies’ relative success in 
defending the pass. A&M finished fourth in 
the Big 12 in passing defense, allowing 242.7 
yards per game. The better news for Aggie fans 
is that the secondary should be improved in 
2009. A&M features a pair of solid safeties in 
sophomore Trent Hunter and senior Jordan 
Pugh. 


SPECIALISTS Replacing outstanding punter 
Justin Brantly will be difficult, but the Aggies 
are hopeful that true freshman Ryan Epperson, 
who averaged better than 43 yards per punt as 
a senior in high school, will immediately step 
into that role. Randy Bullock is a solid 
placekicker, and Gray is an electrifying kick 
returner and a threat to go the distance. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Texas A&M is still at least 


a year away — and maybe more — from being 
relevant in the Big 12 South. But the Aggies 
should begin their slow ascent up the ladder of 
legitimacy this season. A&M does not have 
enough star quality to make a significant jump 
in the standings, but if A&M can take care of 
business in non-conference play, the Aggies 
may be improved enough to make a run at a 
minor bowl bid. 


ann 
uu 


=<) 
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Sept. 5 New Mexico Aug. 30 Arkansas State Offense PerGame — Rank 
Sept.19 Utah State Sept. 6 at New Mexico W 28-22 | Scoring 25.0 ppg 64 
Sept. 26 UAB Sept. 20 Miami L 23-41 | Rushing 88.5 ypg 114 
Oct. 3 Arkansas (Arlington) | Sept. 27 Army W 21-17 | Passing 252.4 ypg 27 
Oct. 10 Oklahoma State Oct. 4 at Oklahoma State L 28-56 | Total 340.9 ypg 78 
Oct. 17 at Kansas State Oct. 11 Kansas State L 30-44 Defense PerGame — Rank 
Oct. 24 atTexas Tech Oct. 18 Texas Tech L 2543 | Scoring  37.4ppg 114 
Oct. 31 Iowa State Oct. 25 at Iowa State w 49-35 | Rushing 2193ypg 114 
Nov. 7 at Colorado Nov. 1 Colorado W 24-17 | Passing 242.7 ypg 95 
Nov. 14 at Oklahoma Nov. 8 Oklahoma L 28-66 | Total 461.9 ypg 114 
Nov. 21 Baylor Nov. 15 at Baylor L on | DET 
Nov. 26 Texas Nov. 27 atTexas L 9-49 | ~10 -0.83 104 


HEAD COACH: MIKE SHERMAN + RECORD AT SCHOOL: 4-8 (1 YEAR) » CAREER RECORD: 4-8 (1 YEAR) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NOLAN CROMWELL * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOE KINES 


JERROD JOHNSON 


THE QUOTE 


“They really took their lumps last season, and 
I’m not sure it’s going to get much better this 
season. Texas A&M just doesn’t have the talent 


it used to have, especially in the trenches. 
- An opposing Big 1 


OFFENSE (9) 
WR 8 Jeff Fuller (So.) 
17 Ryan Tannehill (So.) 
83 Terrence McCoy (Jr) 
77 Lucas Patterson (ur) 
76 Michael Shumard (Sr.) 
63 Kevin Matthews (Sr.) 
70 Matt Allen (Jr) 
74 Lee Grimes (Sr.) 
4 Jamie McCoy (Sr.) 
1 Jerrod Johnson (Jr) 
32 Cyrus Gray (So.) 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE 40 Von Miller (ur) 
DT 19 Eddie Brown (So.) 
DT 83 Tony Jerod-Eddie (So.) 
DE 55 Matt Moss (Sr) 
OLB 32 Garrick Williams (So.) 
MLB 18 Kyle Mangan (Fr.) 
OLB 35 Ricky Cavanaugh (So.) 
7 Terrence Frederick (So.) 
Coryell Judie (Ur) 
25 Jordan Pugh (Sr.) 
22 Trent Hunter (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 28 Randy Bullock (So.) 
P Ryan Epperson (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


” 


ant coach 


5 Howard Morrow (Sr.) 
85 Jeremy Brown (Jr.) 
88 Cody Beyer (Jr) 

71 Brian Thomas (Fr) 

65 Evan Eike (So.) 

55 Danny Baker (So.) 
Patrick Lewis (Fr) 

61 Vincent Williams (Sr.) 

14 K.J. Williams (So.) 

17 Ryan Tannehill (So.) 

20 Bradley Stephens (So.) 


46 Matt Featherston (Sr) 

50 Rod Davis (Fr) 

81 Ben Bass (So.) 

97 Cody Williams (ur.) 

53 Derek Dumas (ur) 

36 Anthony Lewis (Sr) 

37 Michael Hodges (So.) 

21 Justin McQueen (Fr.) 
5 Jordan Peterson (Sr) 

41 DeMaurier Thompson (Jr.) 

27 Chevar Bryson (Sr.) 


KR 32Cyrus Gray (So.) 
PR 7 Terrence Frederick (So.) 


Passing: Jerrod Johnson, 326-194-2,435-10, 21 TDs 
Rushing: Cyrus Gray, 75 car., 363 yds., LTD 
Receiving: Ryan Tannehill, 55 rec., 844 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Matt Featherston, 94, 60 solo 


Sacks: Von Miller, 3.5 


Interceptions: Trent Hunter, 3 for 23 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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OFFENSE Only five teams averaged fewer 
points per game than Virginia last season. Four 
of the five have new head coaches. 

Virginia might have had one too had Al 
Groh not made a change at offensive 
coordinator. Gone is Groh’s son Mike, who 
stepped aside after three seasons. In his place is 
former Bowling Green coach Gregg Brandon, 
a guru of the no-huddle, spread offense. 

Fans are expecting the new scheme to juice 
up Virginia's ponderous offense, but do the 
Cavaliers have the talent to make it hum? 
Three players are vying at quarterback. Jameel 
Sewell, who has 22 career starts, is back after 
missing 2008 for academic reasons. He’s had 
accuracy issues. So has last year’s starter, Marc 
Verica, who threw twice as many interceptions 
(16) as TD passes (eight). 

The most interesting candidate, and the 
people's choice, is versatile senior Vic Hall, a 
two-year starter at cornerback who was a 
Virginia high school legend at quarterback. At 
5'9", Hall didn’t fit Groh’s old pro-style 
offense, but he’s a dynamic runner and might 
be the best choice for the spread. 


Virginia has had a winning ACC 
record in only three of Al Groh’s 
eight seasons. The Cavs had a 
winning league mark in 13 of the 
14 seasons prior to his arrival. 


After an injury-plagued 2008, speedy 
Mikell Simpson returns at tailback. If he can 
regain his 2007 form (570 yards), he could 
thrive in the new system. 

The receivers are talented but 
inexperienced. Sophomore Jared Green and 
redshirt freshman Javaris Brown appear to be 
the most likely candidates to emerge. 

Although the offensive line returns four 
starters, the unit must replace All-America left 
tackle Eugene Monroe, who followed in the 
footsteps of D’Brickashaw Ferguson and 
Branden Albert as a first-round NFL pick. 


2003 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 William & Mary Aug. 30 USC 

Sept.12 TCU Sept. 6 Richmond 
Sept.19 at Southern Miss Sept. 13 at Connecticut 
Oct. 3 at North Carolina Sept. 27 at Duke 

Oct. 10 Indiana Oct. 4 Maryland 
Oct. 17 at Maryland Oct. 11 East Carolina 
Oct. 24 Georgia Tech Oct. 18 North Carolina 
Oct. 31 Duke Oct. 25 at Georgia Tech 
Nov. 7 at Miami Nov. 1 Miami 

Nov. 14 Boston College Nov. 8 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 21 at Clemson Nov. 22 Clemson 

Nov. 28 Virginia Tech Noy. 29 at Virginia Tech 


HEAD COACH: Al GROH * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GREGG 8B 
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2008 RESULTS (5-7, 3-5) 


DEFENSE Groh’s specialty is linebackers — 
the heart of his 3-4 defense. But he'll have his 
work cut out this year. Among’ the regulars, 
only Denzel Burrell is back. He should be 
joined on the outside by Aaron Clark, who 
suffered a season-ending knee injury in the 
first game of 08. Darren Childs has the most 
experience of the returnees on the inside, and 
Steve Greer is a tough and smart inside backer. 

Up front, defensive end Matt Conrath was a 
Freshman All-American last year. He could be 
the Cavs’ next great pass-rusher. Nate Collins 
moves over from nosetackle, where he backed 
up Nick Jenkins last year. 

The secondary, a liability on some recent 
Virginia teams, is the strength of this year's 
defense. Ras-1 Dowling and Chris Cook give 
the Cavaliers a pair of tall, rangy cornerbacks. 
Corey Mosley returns at safety. Rodney 
McLeod and Brandon Woods will vie for the 
other spot. There's plenty of depth all over. 


SPECIALISTS For all the talk abour the new 
offense, Groh believes the Cavaliers can make 
the biggest leap forward on special teams. He 
brought back Ron Prince, a former Virginia 
assistant who had been head coach at Kansas 
State, to spice things up. Both kicker Robert 
Randolph and punter Jimmy Howell are back, 
but they'll need to be more productive, as will 
the return units. 


FINAL ANALYSIS This is a critical year for 
Groh and Virginia. Attendance and interest 
were down last season, when the Cavaliers 
struggled through their second five-win 
campaign in three years. 

Groh shook up his staff and turned the 
offense over to Brandon. The new spread 
attack should help matters, but there aren't 
many proven playmakers, and Virginia isn’t 
going to turn into Texas Tech overnight. The 
Cavs need to show improvement, though, or 
next year they could have a lot more than a 
new offense. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


L 7-52 Offense PerGame — Rank 
Ww 16-0 | Scoring 16.1lppg 114 
L 10-45 | Rushing 96.6ypg 108 
L 3-31 | Passing 203.2 ypg 69 
Ww 31-0] Total 299.8 ypg 105 
W 35-20 Defense Per.Game Rank 
W (ot)16-13 | Scoring 21.7 ppg 38 
W 24-17 | Rushing 149.6 ypg 72 
L (ot)17-24 Passing 183.7 ypg 26 
L 17-28 | Total 333.3 ypg 42 
L 3-13 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
L 14-17 | 7 -0.58 94 


8 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 8: 
\V * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: AL GROH 


NA 
| ACC COASTAL PREDICTION 5 


ONAL FORECA 5 
A " 6}\' 
— : 


THE QUOTE 


“Big guys, not really athletic, not really fast. I 
think those guys did a good job of coaching, but 
they didn’t have the Jimmys and Joes.” 


— An opposing AC 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 84 Jared Green (So.) 
WR 9 Javaris Brown (Fr) 
67 Landon Bradley (So.) 
63 Austin Pasztor (So.) 
64 Jack Shields (Jr) 
65 B.J. Cabbell (ur) 
61 Will Barker (Sr.) 
83 Joe Torchia (Jr) 
4 Vic Hall (Sr) 
FB 31 Rashawn Jackson (Sr) 
TB 5 Mikell Simpson (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (4) 
98 Nate Collins (Sr.) 
NT 96 Nick Jenkins (So.) 
94 Matt Conrath (So.) 
45 Denzel Burrell (Sr.) 
49 Darren Childs (Sr.) 
53 Steve Greer (Fr.) 
41 Aaron Clark (Sr.) 
19 Ras-! Dowling (ur) 
2 Chris Cook (Sr.) 
28 Rodney McLeod (So.) 
40 Corey Mosley (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 30 Robert Randolph (So.) 
P 8 Jimmy Howell (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


tant coach 


22 Staton Jobe (Jr) 

18 Kris Burd (So.) 

71 Matt Mihalik (Fr.) 

62 Billy Cuffee (So.) 

68 Anthony Mihota (So.) 
78 Isaac Cain (ur.) 

69 Lamar Milstead (So.) 
89 Colter Phillips (Fr) 
10 Jameel! Sewell (Sr.) 
47 Curt Orshoski (So.) 
32 Keith Payne (ur.) 


93 Will Hill (Fr) 

59 John-Kevin Dolce (ur.) 
92 Zane Parr (So.) 

56 Cam Johnson (So.) 
50 Terence Fells-Danzer (So.) 
57 Darnell Carter (ur) 
52 Aaron Taliaferro (So.) 
13 Chase Minnifield (So.) 
43 Mike Parker (Jr) 

34 Matt Leemhuis (Jr) 
17 Brandon Woods (Sr.) 


KR 13 Chase Minnifield (So.) 
PR 9 Javaris Brown (Fr.) 


Passing: Marc Verica, 354-226-2,037-16, 8TDs 
Rushing: Mikell Simpson, 87 car., 262 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Mikell Simpson, 15 rec., 66 yds., OTD 


Tackles: Vic Hall, 59, 39 solo 
Sacks: John-Kevin Dolce, 4 


Interceptions: Ras-I Dowling, 3 for 0 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


Bruce Schwartzman 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Chris Covatta 


OFFENSE What is the most successful coach 
in Kansas State history to do, especially when 
there’s a gaping deficiency at quarterback? The 
big news in Manhattan is the return of Bill 
Snyder, the “architect of the greatest 
turnaround in college football,” but an even 
better story would be if K-State could produce 
a winning season in Year 1 of the legend's 
second act after consecutive 5-7 finishes. 

He has some intriguing parts. Pint-sized 
senior Brandon Banks (5'7", 150 pounds) 
might be the best wide receiver in the country, 
pound for pound. Tight end Jeron Mastrud, 
the team’s second-leading receiver in 2008, is a 
capable target. The offensive line, which 
gradually improved in each of former coach 
Ron Prince's three seasons, is ecstatic and 
energized about a re-emphasis on the ground 
game, even if a workhorse has yet to be 
identified. And Snyder, even at 69, remains as 
sharp as ever, curious to add his own wrinkles 
to the suddenly prevalent spread offenses 


consuming the Big 12. 


Snyder must find the right triggerman to 
run his offense, which relies on the 
quarterback using his legs to apply pressure to 
the defense. Josh Freeman passed on the 
opportunity, taking his impressive physical 
talents to the NFL. The only Wildcat with any 
experience is Freeman's buddy, junior Carson 
Coffman. Redshirt freshmen Collin Klein and 
Joseph Kassanavoid are also in contention, but 
they're all cut from the same mold. Snyder 
might be enticed by the late arrival of junior 
college All-American Daniel Thomas, a true 
dual-threat quarterback whom the coach 
compared to former K-State star Michael 
Bishop in February. 


The Wildcats’ toothless 
defense surrendered 430 
points last season, the 
second-highest total in 
school history. 


Sept. 5 Massachusetts . 30 North Texas 


Sept. 12 at UL Lafayette Sept. 6 Montana State 
Sept.19 at UCLA Sept. 17 at Louisville 
Sept. 26 Tennessee Tech Sept. 27 UL Lafayette 
Oct. 3 Iowa State (K.C.) Oct. 4 Texas Tech 
Oct. 10 at Texas Tech Oct. 11 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 17 Texas A&M Oct. 18 at Colorado 
Oct. 24 Colorado Oct. 25 Oklahoma 
Oct. 31 at Oklahoma Nov. 1 atKansas 
Nov. 7 Kansas Nov. 8 at Missouri 
Nov. 14 Missouri Nov. 15 Nebraska 
Nov. 21 at Nebraska Nov. 22 Iowa State 


HEAD COACH: BILL SNYDER * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1: 


68-1 (17 YEARS) « CAREER RECORD: 13 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: DANA DIMEL, DEL MILLER * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CHRIS COSH, VIC KOENNING 


DEFENSE Just about anything would be an 
improvement over last season, when the 
Wildcats finished with a national ranking of 
117th in total defense. Snyder brought on 
Maryland’s Chris Cosh and Clemson's Vic 
Koenning to co-coordinate Kansas State's 
defense, and there has been talk of the 
Wildcats implementing a 4-2-5 scheme, which 
Koenning used with the Tigers. 

Again, the cupboard isn’t bare, especially up 
front. Sophomore defensive end Brandon 
Harold is a beast, accounting for 10.5 tackles 
for a loss in 2008. On the other end, senior 
speed rusher Eric Childs should be a perfect 
complement. In the middle, the addition of 
senior defensive tackle Jeffrey Fitzgerald, a 
transfer from Virginia, should strengthen what 
had been a weak spot. 

The linebackers aren't special, but they can 
run and tackle. In the secondary, junior 
cornerback Josh Moore is a budding star, but 
he was plagued by inconsistency last season. 


SPECIALISTS Replacing accurate placekicker 
Brooks Rossman is the first priority, and the 
first crack goes to junior Josh Cherry. The 
dismissal of return specialist Deon Murphy 
means that those duties will now fall in the 
capable hands of Banks, who said he was timed 
this winter in the 40 at 4.25 seconds. Either 
Ryan Doerr, a freshman, or D.J. Fulhage, a 
junior, will punt. Long snapper Corey Adams 
will likely play in the NFL. 


FINAL ANALYSIS As great a coach as Snyder 
is, don’t expect any miracles this season. The 
coach is tempering the enthusiasm, warning all 
who will listen that the Wildcats have “a long 
way to go” before they resemble what he’s used 
to putting on the field in Manhattan. 

That said, a favorable schedule means K- 
State could conceivably, with a few breaks, 
reach a bowl game for the first time since 
2006. That would be progress, and that would 
be welcome. 


W 45-6 Offense PerGame Rank 
W 69-10 | Scoring 34.9 ppg 19 
L 29-38 | Rushing 132.5 ypg 76 
W 45-37 | Passing 269.6 ypg 19 
L 28-58 | Total 402.1 ypg 34 
W 44-30 Defense PerGame Rank 
L 13-14 | Scoring 35.8 ppg 110 
L 35-58 | Rushing 217.7 ypg 112 
L 21-52 | Passing 261.4ypg 106 
L 24-4) | Total 479. ypg 117 
L 28-56 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
Ww 3830 | 7 -0.58 94 


6-68-1 (17 YEARS) 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


BRANDON BANKS 


THE QUOTE 


“T know Bill Snyder worked miracles there the 
last time, but I don’t know if he'll get it 
done this time. I’m not sure he knows 

the mess he inherited.” 
— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR_ 83 Brandon Banks (Sr.) 
WR 7 Lamark Brown (ur) 
LT 64 Nick Stringer (Sr) 
LG 76 Brock Unruh (Sr) 

C 74 Wade Weibert (Jr) 
RG 77 Colten Freeze (So.) 
RT 75 Clyde Aufner (So.) 
TE 85 Jeron Mastrud (Sr.) 
QB 14 Carson Coffman (ur) 
FB 48 Braden Wilson (Fr) 
RB 25 Keithen Valentine (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
LE 99 Brandon Harold (So.) 
DT 95 Jeffrey Fitzgerald (Sr.) 
DT 77 Daniel Calvin (Sr.) 
90 Eric Childs (Sr.) 
51 Ulla Pomele (St) 
47 Alex Hrebec (So.) 
4 Josh Moore (ur) 
29 Otis Johnson (Sr.) 
30 Chris Carney (Sr.) 
2 Tysyn Hartman (So.) 
WCAT 20 Courtney Herndon (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K = 19 Josh Cherry (ur) 
P 9 Ryan Doerr (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


89 Aubrey Quarles (Sr.) 
81 Attrail Snipes (Sr) 
72 Kaleb Drinkgern (So.) 
59 Zach Kendall (Ur) 
54 Trevor Viers (Jr) 
66 Eric Benoit (Sr) 

70 Zach Hanson (So.) 
80 Travis Tannahill (Fr) 
12 Collin Klein (Fr.) 

44 Jay Hanley (Fr) 

26 Jarell Childs (Fr) 


57 Grant Valentine (Jr.) 
93 Gabriel Crews (Jr) 
52 Xzavier Stewart (Jr) 
97 Chidubamu Abana (Sr.) 
39 John Houlik (Sr.) 
50 Hansen Sekona (Sr.) 
6 Blair Irvin (Sr.) 
Thomas Ferguson (Fr.) 
Torell Miller (Fr.) 
Troy Butler (ur) 
Emmanuel Lamur (Jr.) 


KR 83 Brandon Banks (Sr.) 
PR 83 Brandon Banks (Sr) 


Passing: Carson Coffman, 41-25-282-2, 1 TD 
Rushing: Lamark Brown, 118 car., 412 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Brandon Banks, 67 rec., 1,049 yds., 9 TDs 


Tackles: Joshua Moore, 76, 53 solo 


Sacks: Brandon Harold, 3 


Interceptions: Joshua Moore, 3 for 5 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE The Chippewas have the potential 
to be one of the most potent teams in the 
country, provided they find a running back on 
whom they can depend. Senior quarterback 
Dan LeFevour is climbing the all-time total 
offense ladder and is a perfect triggerman for 
the spread. He is a precise passer (66.8 percent 
completion rate in 08) and a talented runner. 
But he can’t be the only runner. CMU must 
hope former fullback Bryan Schroeder or the 
quicker Paris Cotton can tag-team the back 
position and provide the production lost when 
Ontario Sneed graduated. Neither has to be a 
1,000-yard man, but somehow Central needs 
to move the ball on the ground, and not just 
by LeFevour. 

There's no trouble on the outside, where last 
year’s top three targets return. Antonio Brown 
can catch 10 balls a game, although he isn’t 
going to break too many. Bryan Anderson and 
Kito Poblah are also productive and more 
prone to big gainers. When the Chippewas use 
a tight end, look for sophomore David 
Blackburn to get the call. 

Up front, there is trouble on the outside, 
where a converted tight end (Rocky Weaver) 
and an undersized (6'8", 237) redshirt 
freshman (Jake Olson) must produce at tackle. 


The Chippewas played six games last year 
that were decided by three or fewer points 
and won five of them. Only 10 teams in 
Division I history — including the 1991 
Chippewas — have had that many close calls. 


DEFENSE The Chippewas return 10 starters 
on defense and have the potential to be a 
pretty solid unit, so long as they tighten up 
against the pass. 

The linebacker position is particularly stout 
and is led by middle man Nick Bellore, a 
tackling machine. Ends Frank Zombo and 
Sam Williams are good at finding their way 
into enemy backfields, but CMU needs to find 
a nosetackle. 


The defensive backfield picked off only 
eight passes last year and allowed opposing 
quarterbacks to complete 63 percent of their 
throws and connect on 25 touchdowns. There 
is plenty of experience returning there, but 
more production is needed, since only safety 
Eric Fraser had more than one interception 
(two). Ir’s time for seniors Kirkston Edwards 
and Josh Gordy to produce, or youngsters D.J. 
Scott and LaVarus Williams will get a shot. 


SPECIALISTS Brown was named the MAC’s 
Special Teams Player of the Year and is one of 
only two players in I-A history to make all- 
conference at three positions (receiver, punt 
returner, kick returner). Brown averaged 20.5 
yards per punt return and scored once. Kicker 
Andrew Aguila made 16-of-21 placement 
tries, including a 48-yarder, while Brett 
Hartmann averaged a solid 40 yards per punt. 


FINAL ANALYSIS This is a great time to bea 
Central Michigan football fan, and if things go 
the way they're supposed to this season, the 
fun should continue. 

The Chippewas are bidding for their fourth 
consecutive bowl game and a have a good 
chance to become the first MAC team ever to 
do that. Central has the makings of a highly 
potent offense, provided Schroeder and 
Cotton can produce on the ground, and the 
tackles get it together up front. 

The defense can’t help but be solid, thanks 
to all the experience that returns. And since 
the Central Michigan recruiting class has been 
rated the best in the MAC, the newcomers will 
be creating the kind of competition for jobs 
that makes everybody better. 

Dont get too upset if the early part of the 
season is tough, because CMU’s non- 
conference slate includes Arizona, Michigan 
State and Boston College — all on the road. 
But by the time the Chippewas get into MAC 
play, they should be quite ready to make some 
noise, and maybe some history. 


Sept. 5 at Arizona . 28 Eastern Illinois W 31-12 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Michigan State Sept. 6 at Georgia L 17-56} Scoring 295ppg 38 
Sept. 19 Alcorn State Sept. 13 at Ohio W 31-28 | Rushing 133.7 ypg 72 
Sept. 26 Akron Sept. 21] at Purdue L 25-32 | passing 289.8ypg «12 
Sept. 27 Buffalo WwW 27-25 
Oct. 3 at Buffalo Oct. 11 Temple WIA Total 423.5 ypg 23 
Oct. 10 Eastern Michigan Oct. 18 Western Michigan W 38-28 | MEBSGIES PerGame __ Rank 
Oct. 17 atWestern Michigan | Oct. 25 at Toledo W 24-23 | Scoring 30.2 ppg 89 
Oct. 24 at Bowling Green Nov. 1 at Indiana W 37-34 | Rushing 136.5 ypg 49 
Oct. 31 at Boston College Nov. 12 at Northern Illinois W (ot)33-30 | Passing  287.2ypg 118 
Nov. 11 Toledo Nov. 19 Ball State L 24-31 Total 423.8 ypg 104 
Nov. 18 at Ball State wt : Bae ctiaeeg : eet TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 Northern Illinois : +4 +0.31 42 
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#Motor City Bowl 


HEAD COACH: BUTCH JONES « RECORD AT SCHOOL: 16-11 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 16-11 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE BAJAKIAN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: T/M BANKS 


DAN LEFEVOUR 


THE QUOTE 
“We played a lot of young kids last year who 
maybe weren’t necessarily quite ready for that, 
but the one thing you cannot put a price tag on 
iS experience, and we’re hoping that the 
experience they gained pays dividends.” 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 7 Bryan Anderson (Sr.) 
WR 1 Kito Poblah (ur.) 
27 Antonio Brown (Jr) 
73 Jake Olson (Fr.) 
66 Jeff Maddux (Jr) 
63 Colin Miller (ur.) 
64 Allen Ollenburger (Sr.) 
78 Rocky Weaver (So.) 
82 David Blackburn (So.) 
13 Dan LeFevour (Sr.) 
35 Bryan Schroeder (So.) 


DEFENSE (10) 

DE 15 Sam Williams (Sr.) 
DT 54 Sean Murnane (ur) 
DT 47 Josh Allison (So.) 
DE 98 Frank Zombo (Sr.) 
OLB 46 Matt Berning (ur.) 
MLB 43 Nick Bellore (Jr) 
OLB 17 Tim Brazzel (Sr.) 
CB 5 Taylor Bradley (ur) 
CB 19 Josh Gordy (Sr.) 
SS 12 Eric Fraser (Sr) 
FS 9 Bobby Seay (ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Andrew Aguila (Sr) 
P 96 Brett Hartmann (ur.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


— CMU coach Butch Jones 


80 Cedric Fraser (So.) 
87 Jeremy Wilson (So.) 
25 Sean Skergan (ur) 
71 Matt Kanitz (So.) 
76 Todd Johnson (Sr.) 
65 Darren Keyton (Fr.) 
68 Richard Hayes (Fr.) 
74 Jeff Fantuzzi (Fr.) 
93 Chris Starkey (ut) 
16 Derek Rifenbury (So.) 
6 Paris Cotton (So.) 


56 Kashawn Fraser (So.) 
55 Steve Winston (Fr.) 
94 John Williams (So.) 
95 Larry Knight (Sr) 

59 Shane Torzy (ur.) 

30 Mike Petrucci (So.) 
41 Armond Staten (So.) 
31 Kirkston Edwards (Sr.) 
14 Tommy Mama (Sr.) 
22 Vince Agnew (ur) 

40 John Carr (So.) 


KR 27 Antonio Brown (Jr) 
PR 27 Antonio Brown (Jr) 


Passing: Dan LeFevour, 376-251-2,784-6, 21 TDs 
Rushing: Dan LeFevour, 168 car., 592 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Antonio Brown, 93 rec., 998 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: Nick Bellore, 148, 73 solo 


Sacks: Frank Zombo, 9 


Interceptions: Eric Fraser, 2 for 35 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Central Michigan SID 


Tim Clark/Athion Sports 


OFFENSE If Colorado State is to match or 
surpass its 2008 success, huge holes must be 
filled. Gone are All-Mountain West tailback 
Gartrell Johnson (1,476 yards, 12 
touchdowns), quarterback Billy Farris (2,934 
yards, 19 TDs) and tight end Kory Sperry (38 
catches, 492 yards), who combined to provide 
big numbers and valuable leadership. 

Despite those losses, the Rams have a 
chance to be productive because they return 
four starters — guards Adrian Martinez and 
Shelley Smith, tackle Cole Pemberton and 
center Tim Walter — from an excellent line. 
They also boast an outstanding pair of 
wideouts in seniors Rashaun Greer (63 
catches, 1,114 yards) and Dion Morton (51 
catches, 859 yards). 

Johnson wont be easy to replace. Reliable 
junior John Mosure likely will start, while 
junior college All-American Leonard Mason 
has a Johnson-like style that will earn him 


plenty of carries. 


The big question is at quarterback. 
Freshman Alex Kelly was projected to take the 
reins, but he quit in the spring to pursue 
baseball at another school. Senior Grant 
Stucker, a strong runner but unproven passer, 
is the likely starter, but junior college transfer 
Jon Eastman and sophomore Klay Kubiak, the 
2008 backup who is coming off shoulder 
surgery, will get a shot. Don't count out true 
freshman Nico Ranieri, a highly regarded 
prospect from Florida who can run and throw. 


Tt’s no stretch to say building a 
pass rush is a priority in 2009, 
considering the Rams ranked 119th 
in the nation — dead last — with 
their nine quarterback sacks. 


DEFENSE The Rams suffered a big blow 
before spring drills when it was announced 
that standout junior linebacker Ricky Brewer 
was suspended for all of 2009. That means the 


defense will be built around playmaking 
outside linebacker Mychal Sisson, who last 
year earned Freshman All-America honors 
after registering a team-best 105 tackles. 

The strength of the defense will be the 
secondary, anchored by senior safety Klint 
Kubiak. Corners Gerard Thomas, Nick 
Oppenneer and DeAngelo Wilkinson are 
experienced and tenacious, and safety Elijah- 
Blu Smith could have a breakout year. 

The main problem is up front, where three 
starters graduated and not one of the returning 
linemen recorded a sack last year. Tackles Ty 
Whittier, a former walk-on, and Guy Miller 
will have to produce in the middle if the Rams 
are to generate any type of pass rush — a huge 
void last year. 


SPECIALISTS The kicking game should be 
solid. Sophomore kicker Ben DeLine came 
through when needed last season, and 
incoming freshman punter Pete Kontodiakos 
was a first-team All-American last fall. Morton 
and senior Alex Square provide a veteran 
presence, but the Rams need to squeeze more 
life out of a return game that averaged 21.3 
yards on kickoffs and 5.4 on punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After losing the heart and 
soul of their offense in Johnson and Farris, the 
Rams again face major questions. The line and 
receivers are terrific, but until a quarterback 
emerges the offense likely will struggle. And 
the defense, which gave up 410 yards and 30 
points per game last year, must rebuild the line 
and linebacking corps. 

Still, the Rams faced far bigger issues 
heading into 2008 and coach Steve Fairchild 
managed to craft a 7-6 record in his debut 
season. So don’t count this team out. A 
relatively soft mon-conference schedule 


provides opportunities for some early wins, 
but the Rams still have a long way to go before 
they can challenge MWC kingpins Utah, 
TCU and BYU for a spot in the league's top 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Colorado Aug. 31 vs. Colorado L 17-38 | Re PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Weber State Sept. 6 Sacramento State W 23-20) Scoring  25.2ppg 60 
Sept.19 Nevada Sept. 20 Houston W 28-25 | Rushing 147.6ypg 58 
Sept. 26 at BYU Sept.:27 at California L 7-421 passing 248.2 ypg 32 

dah Oct. 4 UNLV W 41-28 Total 395.9 ypg 41 
Ock 9 3: at dane Oct. 11 TCU L 7B 
Oct. 10 Utah Oct. 18 at Utah L 16-49 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at TCU Oct. 25 atSan Diego State W 38-34 | Scoring  30.2ppg 89 
Oct. 24 San Diego State Nov. 1 BYU L 42-45 | Rushing 190.lypg 102 
Oct. 31 Air Force Nov. 8 at Air Force L 17-38 | Passing 220.0 ypg 79 
Nov. 7 at UNLV Nov. 15 New Mexico W 20-61] Total 410.1 ypg %6 

F Nov. 22 at Wyoming Ww 31-20 5 

hs 5 Wee Dec. 20 #FresnoState W 40-35 ee sre 


#New Mexico Bowl 


HEAD COACH: STEVE FAIRCHILD * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 7-6 (1 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GREG PETERSON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: LARRY KERR 


YEAR) » CAREER RECORD: 7 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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THE QUOTE 

“They’re on the way back up. ... The talent level 

and the recruiting class is better than it’s been 
the last two or three yea 


— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
84 Rashaun Greer (Sr.) 
31 Dion Morton (Sr.) 
53 Cole Pemberton (Sr.) 
74 Shelley Smith (Sr.) 
57 Tim Walter (Sr.) 
60 Adrian Martinez (Sr.) 
78 Mark Starr (Jr) 
45 Eric Peitz (Jr) 

QB 18 Grant Stucker (Sr.) 

FB 36 Zac Pauga (ur) 

RB 7 John Mosure (ur) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 24 Cory Macon (ur) 

DT 46 Ty Whittier (Jr.) 

NG 66 Guy Miller (Jr) 

DE 90 Sam Stewart (Sr) 
OLB 6 Mychal Sisson (So.) 
MLB 51 Alex Williams (Jr.) 
OLB 52 Michael Kawulok (So.) 
CB 30 Gerard Thomas (So.) 
CB 11 Nick Oppenneer (Sr.) 
SS 20 Klint Kubiak (Sr) 

FS 22 Elijah-Blu Smith (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Ben DeLine (So.) 
P Pete Kontodiakos (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Klay Kubiak, 37-19-252-2, 01D 

Rushing: Dion Morton, 14 car., 129 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Rashaun Greer, 63 rec., 1,114 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Mychal Sisson, 105, 57 solo 

Sacks: Elijah-Blue Smith, 1 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


1 Ryan Gardner (Sr.) 
V7 Ta. Borcky (So.) 
65 Ryan Griffith (dr) 
58 Jake Gdowski (So.) 
72 Tyler McDermott (So.) 
55 Scott Benedict (Sr.) 
76 Paul Madsen (So.) 
81 Adam Seymore (Jr) 

6 Klay Kubiak (So.) 
22 Jason Klingerman (Fr.) 

Leonard Mason (Jr.) 


99 Steve Collins (So.) 
62 James Morehead (Sr.) 
92 Nuku Latu (So.) 
88 Ben Tedford (Fr) 
40 Jacob Biddle (So.) 
3 Chris Gipson (Fr) 
44 Luke Diehl (So.) 
2 DeAngelo Wilkinson (Jr) 
38 Marcus Shaw (Fr.) 
27 dosh Gabler (Sr.) 
23 Jarrad McKay (So.) 


KR 7 John Mosure (Jr) 
PR 14 Alex Square (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Louisiana Tech set the bar high last 
year by finishing 8-5 overall, second in the 
WAC and winning a bowl game for the first 
time in more than 20 years. 

The Bulldogs return the quarterback who 
made most of the success happen offensively in 
junior Ross Jenkins. Jenkins, who was 6-2 as a 
starter last season, ran a non-flashy but 
productive offense when he took over for 
Taylor Bennett. Along with running back 
Daniel Porter, who ran for more than 1,100 
yard, Jenkins should be ready to take the team 
to another level. 

Jenkins and Porter will operate behind an 
experienced and beefy quintet, led by second- 
team All-WAC performer Rob McGill and 
spring standout Cudahy Harmon. McGill and 
Harmon are two of the five returning starters 
on the line. Myke Compton, a special teams 
superstar, and little-used Allen Gilbert should 
provide quality depth behind Porter at tailback. 

The Bulldogs could continue to struggle in 
the passing game, where coach Derek Dooley 
has found only one star in his first two 
recruiting classes. Phillip Livas, the top 
playmaker at the receiver position, should be 
fully recovered from knee surgery after sitting 
out spring drills. Dubbed “Saturday Night 
Livas” by adoring fans, Livas adds a dimension 
to ‘Tech's offense that gives defensive 
coordinators the jitters. 


Phillip Livas scored a 
touchdown four ways last 
season — receiving (two), 
rushing (two), punt returns 
(two) and kickoff returns (one). 


Problem is, the Bulldogs have yet to find 
another weapon to take the pressure off the 
speedy Livas. That could come from redshirt 
freshman Cruz Williams, who appears strong 
as a deep threat heading into the fall. Houston 
Tuminello, R.P. Stuart, Adrian Linwood and 
Richie Casey also could make an impact. 
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This is an area where the Bulldogs 
should shine in 2009. Dooley and his staff 
have put a lot of emphasis on bolstering what 
had been one of the nation’s worst defenses a 
few years ago. Although three key members of 
the 2008 unit are gone, the depth of this group 
is solid behind the leadership of All-WAC 
lineman D’Anthony “Boo” Smith. The 6'2", 
300-pound Pickering, La., native was third on 
the team with 65 tackles in 2008 and is a 
formidable pass-rusher. 

Two quality safeties in Antonio Baker (115 
tackles) and Deon Young give the secondary a 
big boost despite the loss of leader Weldon 
Brown at corner. Dooley may have nabbed a 
gem in junior college transfer Olajuwon Paige, 
who picked off two passes in the spring game. 
Losing linebackers Quin Harris and Brannon 
Jackson will hurt, but youngsters Dominique 
Faust, Eric Harper, Solomon Randle, Kiamni 
Washington and Dusty Rust have logged 
playing time. 


This is a spot where the 
Bulldogs could struggle this season after losing 
punter Chris Keagle and kicker Brad 
Oestriecher, as well as special teams coach Eric 
Russell (to Texas Tech). Freshman punter Cade 
Glasgow was inconsistent in the spring, while 
senior kicker Joel Hall, who transferred from 
Arkansas, didn’t have a field goal attempt. But 
Dooley, who was special teams coordinator 
previously at LSU, takes pride in the unit, so 
look for them to be whipped into shape by 
September. 


The 2009 schedule isn’t as 
favorable as last year’s with road games at 
Auburn, Navy and LSU in non-conference 
play. But the Bulldogs do get Boise State and 
Hawaii in Ruston and should have a shot at 
big wins. To capture the WAC title, Tech will 
need to win those two games, sweep the WAC 
bottom dwellers and split with Nevada and 
Fresno State on the road. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (8-5, 5-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Auburn Aug. 30 Mississippi State W 22-14 | [RAR PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Navy Sept. 6 at Kansas L 0-29! Scoring  24.6ppg 72 
Sept. 19 Nicholls State Sept. 20 SE Louisiana W 41-26 | Rushing 1871ypg «27 
Sept.30 Hawaii shee Ts BR oe L338 | passing 156.0 ypg 102 

Oct. 12 at Hawaii L 14-24 
Oct.” 9 at Nevada Oct. 18 Idaho wi seid | MTs 7S 
Oct. 17 New Mexico State Oct. 25 at Army L 7-14 | BESS PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 24 at Utah State Nov. 1 Fresno State W 38-35 | Scoring 23.7 ppg 52 
Oct. 31 at Idaho Nov. 8 atSandose State W 21-0) Rushing 103.9 ypg 13 
Nov. 6 Boise State Nov. 15 Utah State W 45-38 Passing 272.7 ypg 113 
Nov. 14 at LSU Nov. 22 at New Mexico State W 35-31 | Total 376.5 ypg 73 
Nov. 21 at Fresno State Aide es ex he = Bee TO Margin PerGame Rank 

: Dec. 28 #Northern Illinois W 17-10 
Dec. 5 San Jose State +9 +0.69 19 


122 


# Independence Bowl 


OFFENSE (9) 


WR 
WR 


6 Phillip Livas (Jr.) 
80 Houston Tuminello (So.) 


9 Cruz Williams (Fr.) 
83 R.P Stuart (So.) 


LT 74 Rob McGill (Jr.) 77 Michael Lacy (Fr.) 
LG 62 Ben Harris (Sr.) 57 Kevin Saia (Fr.) 

C 60 Lon Roberts (ur.) 63 Steven Warner (Fr.) 
RG 67 Jared Miles (Jr.) 79 Kris Cavitt (So.) 

RT 76 Cudahy Harmon (Jr.) 73 Josh Parrish (Fr) 
TE 49 Dennis Morris (Sr.) 43 Dustin Mitchell (Sr) 
QB 11 Ross Jenkins (Jr.) 3 Randy Hardin (So.) 
FB 43 Dustin Mitchell (Sr.) 39 Roosevelt Falls (Ur.) 
RB 20 Daniel Porter (Sr.) 26 Myke Compton (ur) 
DEFENSE (5) 

DE 91 Matt Broha (So.) 85 Randy Grigsby (ur.) 
DT 90 Mason Hitt (ur.) 92 Philip Longino (So.) 
DT 5 D’Anthony Smith (Sr.) 83 Adrian Logan (Sr) 
DE 93 Christian Lacey (So.) 97 Kwame Jordan (Sr.) 


SLB 40 Kiamni Washington (Jr) 45 Jay Dudley (So.) 


MLB 44 Adrien Cole (So.) 
WLB 48 Dusty Rust (So.) 
CB 28 Terry Carter (So.) 


CB 35 Olajuwon Paige (ur) 


SS 25 Deon Young (Sr.) 
FS 34 Antonio Baker (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 32 Joe Hall (Sr) 
P 14 Cade Glasgow (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


56 Solomon Randle (Fr.) 
21 Dominique Faust (ur.) 
15 Josh Victorian (Jr) 
16 Darrius Terry (So.) 
4 Tarence Calais (Ur) 
8 Shawn Simmons (Sr.) 


KR 6 Phillip Livas (ur.) 
PR 6 Phillip Livas (Ur) 


Passing: Ross Jenkins, 174-92-1,155-3, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Daniel Porter, 222 car., 1,164 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Phillip Livas, 43 rec., 607 yds., 2TDs 


Tackles: Antonio Baker, 115, 63 solo 


Sacks: D’Anthony Smith, 5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Louisiana Tech SID 


OFFENSE Duke hired David Cutcliffe to 
score more points and win more games. The 
Blue Devils hope he can do both in 2009 after 
going 1-for-2 in those categories in his first 
season. Cutcliffe led Duke to four wins in 
2008 — equaling the win total from the 
previous four seasons combined — but it 
wasn't because of an exploding scoreboard. 
Duke averaged 20.1 points per game, ranking 
10 1st in the country. 

Cutcliffe, who made his name on offense at 
previous stops as Tennessee's coordinator and 
the head coach at Ole Miss, believes the Blue 
Devils’ offense, led by senior quarterback Thad 
Lewis, will be more productive after working 
together for a season. Lewis saw his 
completion percentage go up (from 55.3 to 
62.0 percent) and his interceptions go down 
(10 to six) under Cutcliffe’s tutelage, but he 
also threw fewer touchdown passes (15, down 


from 21 in ’07). 


“T expect us to be better offensively,” 
Cutcliffe says. “We have a quarterback who is 
starting to understand what it’s like in our 
system.” 

Duke's offense will have to get better 
without Eron Riley, the team’s leading receiver 
and scorer for the past two seasons, and with 
three new starters on the offensive line. 

Sophomore Johnny Williams (30 catches, 
327 yards) will be counted on to replace Riley's 
numbers (61 catches, 693 yards and eight 
touchdowns) at receiver. 

The return of leading rusher Re’quan 
Boyette, who missed the 08 season with a 
knee injury, should boost a running game that 
ranked 103rd nationally with an average of 
106.2 yards per game. 


The 28-point margin of victory in 
Duke’s 31-3 win over Virginia last 
season represented the Blue Devils’ 
most decisive win in ACC play since 
the 1994 season. 


nna CcCMENUS 


Richmond 


Aug. 30 James Madison 


DEFENSE The defensive numbers improved 
last season, as the Devils allowed fewer points 
(23.4 per game, down from 33.2) and forced 
more turnovers (26, up from 18). Duplicating 
that type of improvement will be difficult 
without linebacker Mike Tauiliili, the heart 
and soul of the unit. The absence of Tauiliili 
and his team-best 140 tackles will be felt. 

The Blue Devils will rely on a pair of senior 
linemen — noseguard Vince Oghobaase and 
end Ayanga Okpokowuruk, who combined 
for 9.5 sacks — and outside linebacker 
Vincent Rey (109 tackles) for leadership. 

Cutcliffe plans to use more nickel defense, 
to get more speed on the field. “We're not a big 
team so we have to play fast and create some 
havoc,” he says. 


SPECIALISTS The kicking game went from a 
liability to a strength in ‘08. Kicker Nick 
Maggio returns after hitting 11-of-14 field 
goal attempts and all 28 of his extra points. 
The previous season, Duke's kickers went 3-of- 
11 on field goals. With so much practice, 
Duke's rerurn team has always been a strength 
and figures to be again with sophomore 
receiver Donovan Varner returning kickofts 
and cornerback Leon Wright returning punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Cutcliffe believes Duke 
will be a bowl team in 2009. For that to 
happen, the Blue Devils will have to win seven 
games — because they have two games against 
FCS opponents. To hit the seven-win mark, 
the defense has to improve without its best 
player (Tauiliili), and Lewis has to be great. 
Lewis was good for stretches — particularly 
early in the season when Duke got off to a 3-1 
start — but not great. 

In only one season under Cutcliffe, there was 
a visible difference in preparation, execution 
and motivation. The uptick in all three areas 
should continue in his second season. Cutcliffe 
deserves credit for his optimism, but another 
four- or five-win season is more realistic. 
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THE QUOTE 


“They've got a very good coaching staff and 
will get better. But personnel wise, I don’t 
know if that’s good enough.” 
— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (4) 


WR 83 Austin Kelly (ur) 
26 Donovan Varner (So.) 
37 Johnny Williams (So.) 
79 Kyle Hill (So.) 
77 Jarrod Holt (Sr) 
62 Bryan Morgan (Jr) 
68 Brian Moore (Fr.) 
66 Pontus Bondeson (Jr) 
87 Brett Huffman (Jr) 

9 Thaddeus Lewis (Sr.) 
21 Re’quan Boyette (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 91 Ayanga Okpokowuruk (Sr.) 
DT 3 Vince Oghobaase (Sr.) 
NG 42 Kinney Rucker (Sr) 

DE 99 Wesley Oglesby (ur) 

SLB 8 Abraham Kromah (ur) 
MLB 56 Damian Thornton (ur.) 
WLB 31 Vincent Rey (Sr.) 


17 Sheldon Bell (ur) 

86 Josh Trezvant (So.) 

80 Tony Foster (Fr.) 

63 Chris Shannon (So.) 

75 Robert Drum (ur.) 

65 Jeffrey Cowart (Ur) 

55 Brandon Harper (Jr.) 
67 Mitchell Lederman (Jr) 
22 Brandon King (ur) 

19 Sean Renfree (Fr.) 

27 Jay Hollingsworth (So.) 


90 Patrick Egboh (Jr) 
93 Charlie Hatcher (So.) 
58 Curtis Hazelton (Fr.) 
41 Eriks Reks (So.) 

48 Andrew Holoman (Jr) 
57 Michael Tooley (Ur) 
39 Adam Banks (ur.) 


Bruce Schwartzman 


Sept. 5 aman Offense Per Game Rank 7 Leon Wright (Sr) 16 Chris Rwabukamba (dr) 
Sept.12 at Army Sept. 6 Northwestern L 20-24 | Scoring 20.1 ppg 101 20 Lee Butler (So.) 30 Colin Jones (So.) 
Sept. 19 at Kansas Sept. 13 Navy W 41-31 | Rushing 106.2ypg 103 23 Catron Gainey (Sr.) 38 Jordon Byas (Fr) 
Sept. 26 North Carolina Central] Sept. 27 Virginia W 31-3] Passing 197.7 ypg 75 40 Matt Daniels (So.) 13 Zack Asack (Sr.) 

Oct. 3 Virginia Tech Oct. 4 at Georgia Tech L 0-27 | Total 303.8 ypg 102 SPECIAL TEAMS 

Oct. 10 at NC State Oct. 18 Miami L 31-49 | [Rae PerGame Rank K 47 Nick Maggio (Jr) KR 27 Jay Hollingsworth (So.) 
Oct. 24 Maryland Oct. 25 at Vanderbilt Ww 10-7] Scoring 234ppg 50 P. A2. Kevin dons (U6) PR 7 Leon Wright (St) 
Oct. 31 at Virginia Nov, 1 at Wake Forest L (ot) 30-33 | Rushing 1515 ypg 74 RETURNING LEADERS 

Nov. 7 atNorth Carolina | Nov. 8 NCState L 17-27 | Passing 2054ypg 56 Passiag: Thaddeds Lewis, 361-225 171-6, 1310s 

Nov. 14 Georgia Tech Nov. 15 at Clemson L731 | Total , 356.9 ypg 60 oe ede ae ses a 

Nov. 21 at Miami Nov. 22 at Virginia Tech L ccm 10 Margin PerGame Rank Tackles: Vincent Rey, 109, 61 solo 

Nov. 28 Wake Forest Nov. 29 North Carolina L 20-28. | +5 +042 33 Sacks: Vince Oghobaase, 6 


Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


HEAD COACH: DAVID CUTCLIFFE = RECORD AT SCHOOL: 4-8 (1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 48-37 (7 YEARS) 


CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: MATT LUKE, KURT ROPER = CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: MARION HOBBY, MIKE MACINTYRE (#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE New coach Dan Mullen’s spread 
offense worked wonders at Florida, but it’s no 
magic pill. Mississippi State’s offense has 
ranked 103rd or worse in the country each of 
the last five seasons, and becoming a 
juggernaut will take some time. 

Priority No. 1 is building a fleet of speedy 
receivers. Mullen would like to have at least a 
dozen able bodies, but he only had five in the 
spring. The good news: Seven of his 2009 
signees play receiver, and all will have to be 
ready to contribute. Chad Bumphis, of 
Tupelo, is the leading candidate to be a quick- 
impact guy. 

As that receiving corps is being assembled, 
Mullen will have to turn to others, like senior 
tailback Anthony Dixon. He’s rushed for more 
than 2,600 yards in his illustrious career and 
has the versatility required to be a go-to guy in 
this new offense. A deep tight end unit should 


factor in as well. 


Senior quarterback Tyson Lee, who started 
the final eight games of 2008, is a former 
junior college All-American who walked on 
and earned a scholarship last year. He passed 
for 1,519 yards, seven touchdowns and five 
interceptions. Lee will be a good stopgap until 
incoming freshman Tyler Russell takes over in 
2010. That’s the plan, anyway. Still, Russell 
will need to be ready to take over the offense at 
a moment’ notice. 

Who's under center won't matter if the 
offensive line doesn’t show improvement from 
last season, when it yielded 37 sacks and 
opened up very few holes for Dixon. However, 
six players return with significant game 
experience, including center J.C. Brignone 
and left tackle Derek Sherrod, both juniors. 


New coach Dan Mullen is 
inheriting an offense that 
managed 24 total yards in its 
final game of the 2008 season, 
a 45-0 loss to Ole Miss. 


Jackson State 


2008 RESULTS (4-8, 2-6) 


DEFENSE Easily lost in all the hoopla about 
Mullen’s spread offense is how good MSU's 
defense could be this season. For starters, the 
line received an upgrade with the signing of 
junior college All-American Pernell McPhee, a 
6'4", 270-pound sack machine who can line 
up inside or outside. The Bulldogs recorded an 
SEC-low 19 sacks in 2008. 

A host of linebackers return, including 
senior Jamar Chaney, who took a medical 
redshirt after breaking his leg in last year’s 
season-opener. He led MSU in tackles in 
2007, and he's joined by the experienced K.]. 
Wright and junior college standout Chris 
White. There's plenty of depth, too, and the 
linebackers are skilled enough to help in pass 
coverage. 

The secondary suffered two big losses at 
safety — Keith Fitzhugh and Derek Pegues — 
but sophomore Charles Mitchell, an All-SEC 
talent, should ease the loss. Senior Marcus 
Washington, who started all 12 games last 
year, is back at one corner; the other spot will 
be decided in preseason camp. MSU ranked 
fourth in the SEC in pass defense last season. 


SPECIALISTS A woeful kicking game only 
added to MSU's misery last season. A pair of 
junior college All-America signees should 
reverse the Bulldogs’ fortunes. Kicker Sean 
Brauchle and punter Heath Hutchens both 
have strong legs and will need to aid the field 
position battle as much as possible. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Mississippi State had four 
losing seasons in Sylvester Croom’s five years at 
the helm. The immediate forecast calls for 
more of the same, but with a brighter future 
on the horizon. Mullen has vowed to dominate 
in-state recruiting and bring in the right 
players for his system, but until he gets the 
personnel issues resolved, he’s being flexible 
enough to adjust his schemes to the strengths 
of this year’s team. For this season at least, the 
defense will have to carry the day. 


mre 


Sept. 5 Aug. 30 at Louisiana Tech L 14-22 Offense PerGame _ Rank 
Sept. 12 at Auburn Sept. 6 SE Louisiana W 34-10 | = Scoring 15.3ppg 115 
Sept. 19 at Vanderbilt Sept. 13 Auburn L 2-3 | Rushing 100.6ypg 105 
Sept. 26 LSU Sept. 20 at Georgia Tech L 7-38 | Passing 1743 ypg 94 
Oct. 3 Georgia Tech Sept. 27 at LSU L 24-34 | Total 274.9 ypg = 113 
Oct. 10 Houston Oct. 11 Vanderbilt W 17-14 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Middle Tennessee | Oct. 18 at Tennessee L 3-34] Scoring 247 ppg 60 
Oct. 24 Florida Oct. 25 MiddleTennessee W 31-22 | Rushing 150.9 ypg 73 
Oct. 31 at Kentucky Nov. 1 Kentucky L 13-14 | Passing 176.6ypg 17 
Nov. 14 Alabama Nov. 15 at Alabama L 7-32 | Total = 327.5 ypg 35 
Nov. 21 at Arkansas (L.R.) Nov. 22 Arkansas W 31-28 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Ole Miss Nov. 28 at Ole Miss L 0-45 | -~4 -0.33 81 


HEAD COACH: DA 
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MULLEN » RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: LES KOENNING * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CARL 


FIRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: FI 


AN THONAON 
4 = 


THE QUOTE 
“One thing Mississippi State has to do Is 
overcome perception. When you’re trying to 
build a program that has been at the bottom 
you have to overcome perception.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 6 Brandon McRae (Sr.) 

WR 8 Leon Berry (Ur) 

WR 5 Delmon Robinson (So.) 
79 Derek Sherrod (Jr.) 
75 Craig Jenkins (Sr.) 
70 J.C. Brignone (Jr) 
55 Quentin Saulsberry (So.) 
62 Addison Lawrence (So.) 
82 Nelson Hurst (So.) 

QB 16 Tyson Lee (Sr.) 

RB 24 Anthony Dixon (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (2) 

DE 99 Sean Ferguson (So.) 
DT 90 Pernell McPhee (Jr) 
DT 92 Charles Burns (Sr.) 

DE 60 Devin Jones (Fr.) 

SLB 34 KJ. Wright (Jr) 

MLB 22 Jamar Chaney (Sr.) 
WLB 50 Chris White (ur) 

CB 18 Marcus Washington (Sr.) 
CB 26 Damein Anderson (So.) 
SS 4 Charles Mitchell (So.) 
FS 42 Zach Smith (Ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Sean Brauchle (Jr) 
P 38 Heath Hutchens (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Tyson Lee, 260-153-1,519-5, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Anthony Dixon, 197 car., 869 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Brandon McRae, 51 rec., 518 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: K.J. Wright, 72, 36 solo 

Sacks: K.J. Wright, 4 

Interceptions: Karlin Brown, 2 for 31 yds. 


81 O'Neal Wilder (Fr.) 
28 Tay Bowser (Sr) 
Chad Bumphis (Fr) 
63 Chris Spencer (Sr.) 
67 Tobias Smith (Fr.) 
66 DJ. Looney (So.) 
74 Mark Melichar (ur) 
76 Phillip Freeman (Jr) 
87 Thomas Webb (Jr.) 
Tyler Russell (Fr.) 
29 Christian Dueré (Sr.) 


36 Nick Bell (Fr.) 
98 LaMarcus Williams (Jr) 
95 Kyle Love (Sr.) 
54 Trevor Stigers (Fr.) 
45 Michael Hunt (Fr) 
44 Bo Walters (So.) 
52 Karlin Brown (Jr) 
25 Corey Broomfield (Fr) 
20 Louis Watson (Fr.) 
7 Wade Bonner (So.) 
48 Emmanuel Gatling (Jr) 


KR 8 Leon Berry (Jr) 
PR 5 Delmon Robinson (So.) 


(@) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Danny Murphy 
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Peter Brouilfet 


OFFENSE The options at the skill positions 
are unproven. The most experienced 
quarterback is fifth-year senior Joey Elliott, 
who has played in only 10 games in three 
seasons. But based on his knowledge of the 
system and his fiery leadership, he is the 
leading candidate for the starting job. Redshirt 
freshman Caleb TerBush may have more talent 
— a strong arm, great pocket presence, 
accurate passer — but he likely will need more 
time to learn. 

There are only two receivers back with any 
real game experience, Keith Smith and Aaron 
Valentin, so Purdue will need newcomers 
Keith Carlos, Eric Williams and Gary Bush to 
make immediate impacts. Coach Danny Hope 
thinks that can happen, calling Carlos, a junior 
college transfer, an “exceptional” talent and 
Williams one of the most physical receivers he 
has seen on film. 

Fifth-year senior Jaycen Taylor is the only 
running back who is a proven talent, but he 
didn’t play last season after recovering from a 
torn ACL. With so much inexperience at 
crucial positions, its huge that the offensive 
line is settled. At least eight players on the 
projected two-deep have starting experience. 
Right tackle Zach Jones has the most with 24 
consecutive starts. 


Purdue, known for its potent offenses ; 
in recent seasons, scored seven 

points or fewer in four games last 

season. 


DEFENSE With a veteran defense, 
coordinator Donn Landholm hopes to blitz 
more and disguise coverages. The calls can be 
more aggressive this season because Landholm 
can count on his players being in the right 
places. 

The most exciting group may be up front. 
In his first season as a starter, Ryan Kerrigan 
emerged as one of the Big Ten’s most explosive 


ends as a sophomore. His high motor and 
quickness produced a team-high seven sacks. 
Tackle Mike Neal is a beast — a 300-pounder 
who can bench press nearly 500 pounds. 

Chris Carlino and Joe Holland admitted to 
being confused and lost at points last season, 
their first playing linebacker in college. Now, 
they're ready to start full-time. 

Four seniors, all of whom have started 
before, are slated to start in the secondary, 
making it the most experienced unit on the 
team. Cornerbacks David Pender and 
Brandon King provide a nice mix of 
athleticism, speed and leaping ability (Pender) 
with strength and skill (King). 


SPECIALISTS Punter Chris Summers and 
placekicker Carson Wiggs are coming off solid 
seasons. After taking over kicking duties from 
Summers at midseason, Wiggs made 8-of-11 
field goals, including 7-of-8 inside 50 yards. 
Hope should have some explosive return 
options with Carlos, Valentin and Royce 
Adams. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Purdue is coming off its 
worst season in more than a decade, and there 
won't be a quick fix. Hope has assembled a 
staff filled with newcomers, including the 
offensive, defensive special teams 
coordinators. Most of the coaches opted to 
conform a bit to Purdue’s old style, keeping the 
same terminology to lessen the challenge on 
players. They'll also run similar schemes on 
both sides of the ball, though there will be 
tweaks. 

While the offense tries to find a rhythm, the 
pressure will be on the defense. The unit was 
the Big Ten’s best against the pass last season, 


and 


and with a more experienced linebacking corps 
and some all-conference talent on the line, 
there's reason for optimism — b ut likely not 
enough talent to overcome the lack of 
experience on offense. Purdue will have to 
battle to get to .500. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (4-8, 2-6) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Toledo Sept. 6 Northern Colorado W 42-10 | [RAIS PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 at Oregon Sept. 13 Oregon L (ot) 26-32 | Scoring 24.7 ppg 68 
Sept. 19 Northern Illinois Sept. 20 Central Michigan W 32-25 | Rushing 124.8 ypg 85 
Sept. 26 Notre Dame Sept. 27 at Notre Dame L 21-38 | Passing 249.6 ypg 29 
Oct. 3 Northwestern Oct. 4 Penn State L 6-20 | Total 3744 ypg 48 
Oct. 10 at Minnesota Oct. 11 at Ohio State L 3-16 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Ohio State Oct. 18 at Northwestern L 26-48 | Scoring 25.1 ypg 64 
Oct. 24 Illinois Oct. 25 Minnesota L 6-17 | Rushing 174.8 ypg 93 
Oct. 31 at Wisconsin Nov. 1 Michigan Ww 48-42 | Passing 183.3 ypg 24 
Nov. 7 at Michigan Nov. SatMichiganState 7-21 | Total 358.lypg 61 
Nov, 14 Michigan State Nov. 15 at Iowa L 17-22 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 21 at Indiana Nov. 22 Indiana 62-10 | -3 -0.25 77 


HEAD COACH: DANNY HOPE 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GARY NORD 


+ RECORD AT SCHOOL: f 5 YEARS) 
) * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DONN LANDHOLM 


IRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: 3: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


JAYCEN TAYLOR 


THE QUOTE 


“T know this. Danny Hope’s 


a tough guy, he’s an 


O-line guy and they’re going to play hard.” 
7 


— An opr 


OFFENSE (3) 

WR 17 Aaron Valentin (Sr.) 
WR 8 Keith Smith (Jr) 
WR Keith Carlos (Jr) 
LT 68 Dennis Kelly (So.) 
LG 75 Zach Reckman (Sr.) 
C 54 Jared Zwilling (Sr) 
RG 73 Ken Plue (So.) 

RT 61 Zach Jones (Sr.) 
TE 85 Kyle Adams (ur.) 
QB 14 Joey Elliott (Sr.) 
RB 33 Jaycen Taylor (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 94 Ryan Kerrigan (Jr.) 
DT 92 Mike Neal (Sr.) 

DT 99 Nick Mondek (So.) 
DE 97 Gerald Gooden (So.) 
OLB 29 Jason Werner (Sr.) 
MLB 47 Chris Carlino (So.) 
OLB 30 Joe Holland (So.) 
CB ‘9 David Pender (Sr.) 
CB 7 Brandon King (Sr.) 
S 2 Torri Williams (Sr.) 
S$ 22 Dwight Mclean (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Carson Wiggs (So.) 
P —-13 Chris Summers (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Joey Elliott, 15-8-81-0, 0 TD 


3ig Ten stant coach 


Eric Williams (Fr.) 

Gary Bush (Fr.) 
10 Royce Adams (Sr.) 
67 Peters Drey (Fr.) 
72 Justin Pierce (ur) 
79 Andrew Brewer (Fr.) 
50 Eric Hedstrom (Sr.) 
77 Ryan Prater (Jr) 
88 Jeff Lindsay (Ur) 
19 Caleb TerBush (Fr.) 
23 Ralph Bolden (So.) 


49 Nickcaro Golding (So.) 
56 Monroe Brooks (Fr) 
93 Kawann Short (Fr.) 
58 Robert Maci (Fr.) 
51 Antwon Higgs (Fr.) 
45 Dwayne Beckford (Fr.) 
57 Tyler Haston (Jr.) 

6 Kevin Green (So.) 
15 Charlton Williams (So.) 
32 Albert Evans (So.) 
31 Josh McKinley (ur.) 


KR 17 Aaron Valentin (Sr.) 
PR 10 Royce Adams (Sr.) 


Rushing: Frank Halliburton, 13 car. 37 yds., 01D 
Receiving: Keith Smith, 49 rec., 486 yds., 2 TDs 


Tackles: Torri Williams, 83, 54 solo 


Sacks: Ryan Kerrigan, 7 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


125 


OFFENSE It’s hard to find a chink in the 
armor of the Trojan offense, a unit that 
ranked second in the Sun Belt in scoring last 
year by averaging 32.8 points per game. 
Quarterback Levi Brown returns after taking 
over at midseason and leading Troy to the 
league title and the New Orleans Bowl; wide 
receiver Jerrel Jernigan is back after setting a 
Trojan record for season receptions; and 
DuJuan Harris is coming off a 1,077-yard 
season. 

The only problem is in the offensive front, 
where the Trojans have to replace a pair of all- 
league tackles. Starting center Danny Franks 
underwent offseason foot surgery and missed 
spring practice. Senior Steven Adams moved 
over to center in the spring, but he is 
expected to slide back to guard — assuming 
Franks is healthy. The other guard is Tyler 
Clark, while a mixture of junior college 
signees and returning backups will fill the 


tackle slots. 


Brown wound up the league’s Newcomer 
of the Year, stepping in for the injured Jamie 
Hampton after five games and throwing for 
2,030 yards and 15 touchdowns. Hampton, 
more of a running threat in Troy's spread 
offense, has recovered from the knee injury 
that cost him his starting role. 

Jernigan set a school record with 77 
receptions last year, five of which went for 
touchdowns. Harris had 36 catches but was 
more valuable in the running game after 
Hampton was sidelined, and wound up with 
almost half of Troy’s rushing yards. He 
topped the 100-yard mark four times, 
including a 234-yard effort in a dominating 
late-November win ys. UL Lafayette. 


Troy has three players on 
the Lombardi Award 
preliminary watch list to 
start the season, the most 
of any team in the country. 


DEFENSE Here's where the Trojans truly 
shine. Five men of Troy were on last year’s a all- 
conference first-team defense, and three return 
from the league leader in total defense, scoring 
defense and pass defense. 

There are some issues, however, in the 
secondary, where cornerback and return 
standout Jorrick Calvin is the only returning 
starter. 

If the front seven is as strong as last year, 
though, that could cover some lapses in the 
secondary. Returning All-Sun Belt ends 
Brandon Lang and Cameron Sheffield figure 
to be future NFL Draft selections after 
teaming for 31.5 tackles for a loss. They will 
join senior tackle and Nebraska transfer Kevin 
Dixon in the league’s most talented defensive 
front. 

If possible, the linebackers may be even 
deeper, with Boris Lee earning first-team all- 
league honors and leading the Trojans with 
126 tackles as a junior. Bear Woods came on 
strong at the end of last season and also had 
over 100 stops. David McDowell rounds out 
the senior trio of starters. There are several 
backups who could start for other teams in the 
Sun Belt. 


SPECIALISTS Sam Glusman had a league- 
high 20 field goals (in 29 attempts) last year, 
and Will Goggans helped Troy lead the league 
with a 36.5-yard net punting average. Calvin 
provides a threat on punt and kick returns. 
The biggest concern in the spring was trying to 


find a deep snapper. 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Trojans have won or 


shared each of the last three Sun Belt titles. 
They missed out on the New Orleans Bowl in 
2007 when Florida Atlantic got the bid due to 
a tiebreaker. That won't happen this year. 

Unless the offensive line struggles or the 
secondary doesn’t jell, Troy will be making 
another trip to the Big Easy as the outright 
Sun Belt champion. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (8-5, 6-1) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3 at Bowling Green Aug. 28 at MiddleTennessee W 31-17 | [aS PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 at Florida Sept. 13 Alcorn State W 65-0] Scoring  328ppg 26 
Sept. 19 UAB Sept. 20 at Ohio State L 10-28 | Rushing 167.6ypg 40 
Sept.26 at Arkansas State | S&Pt 27 at Oklahoma State Ll 24-55 | parsing 246.6 yng 233 
é Oct. 7 atFlorida Atlantic W 30-17 
Oct. 6 Middle Tennessee Oct. 18 FIU W333 Total 414.2 ypg 27 
Oct. 17 at FIU Oct. 25 at North Texas w 4-17 | DES 
Oct. 24 North Texas Nov. 1 atUL Monroe L 30-31 | Scoring 21.3 ppg 33 
Oct. 31 UL Monroe Nov. 8 WesternKentucky W 17-7 Passing 187.8ypg 29 
Nov. 7 atWestern Kentucky | Nov. 15 at LSU L 31-40 | Rushing 139.7 ypg 57 
Nov. 14 at Arkansas Nov. 22 UL Lafayette W 48-3 Total 327.5 ypg 34 
Nov. 21 Florida Atlantic er MEA TO Marcin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 at UL Lafayette Dec, 2h eSouthen Miss. § LC} 2-30') +046 29 
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#New Orleans Bow! 


HEAD COACH: LARRY BLAKENEY * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 144 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NEAL BROWN » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JEREMY RO 


73-1 (18 YEARS) 


» CAREER RECORD; 144-73-1 (18 YEARS 


~ 


™ 


IERREL JERNIGAN) > 


a 


THE QUOTE 
“Levi Brown proved his worth last year 
and deserves to be the starter. He’ll be a 
lot better when he has all of his weapons 
and linemen healthy.” 
— Troy coach Larry Blakeney 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 
WR 
WR 


4 Andrew Davis (Sr) 


1 Cornelius Williams (Sr.) 


3 Jerrel Jernigan (ur.) 
66 Nic Riley (Sr.) 
58 Tyler Clark (Jr.) 
75 Danny Franks (Sr.) 
73 Steven Adams (Sr.) 
69 Tyler Graves (ur.) 
45 Travis Boyd (Sr.) 
12 Levi Brown (Sr.) 
32 DuJuan Harris (ur.) 


DEFENSE (5) 


91 Brandon Lang (Sr.) 
59 Kevin Dixon (Sr) 
77 Rashad Roussell (Sr.) 
90 Cameron Sheffield (Sr) 
48 Bear Woods (Sr.) 

2 Boris Lee (Sr.) 
50 David McDowell (Sr.) 
34 KeJuan Phillips (So.) 
14 Jorrick Calvin (Sr.) 
18 Courtland Fuller (Sr.) 
13 Chris Bowens (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
P 


38 Sam Glusman (Sr.) 
47 Will Goggans (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Levi Brown, 326-201-2,030-3, 15 TDs 
Rushing: DuJuan Harris, 210 car., 1,077 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Jerrel Jernigan, 77 rec., 868 yds., 5TDs 
Tackles: Boris Lee, 126, 73 solo 
Sacks: Brandon Lang, 10.5 
Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


86 Patrick Cherry (Sr.) 
21 Austin Silvoy (Jr) 
83 Zack Marcum (Sr) 
70 James Brown (Jr) 
72 Tyrell Curtis (Sr) 
67 Jimmie Arnold (Fr) 
55 Micah Grimes (So.) 
77 Kyle Wilborn (Fr.) 
80 Matt Stidham (So.) 
7 Jamie Hampton (Jr) 

27 Maurice Greer (Sr.) 


99 Mario Addison (ur) 
96 James Searcy (Fr.) 

92 Emmanuel Dudley (ur) 
55 Rw. Roberts (So.) 

33 Donnell Golden (So.) 
49 Xavier Lamb (So.) 

40 Johnny Thompson (Fr.) 
15 DeMarcus Robertson (ur) 
26 Bryan Willis (Fr.) 

23 Bryant McKissic (Jr) 
39 Daniel Sheffield (ur.) 


KR 3 Jerrel Jernigan (ur) 
PR 14 Jorrick Calvin (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Stephen Brashear 


SEATTLE, WASH. HUSKY STADIUM (72,500) 


OFFENSE Until it wins again, Washington 
remains the worst BCS conference team in 
America. Yet a lot has happened, especially on 
offense, since the Huskies closed out an 0-12 
season, giving them a school-record 14 
consecutive losses and leaving Seattle in total 
despair. USC offensive coordinator Steve 
Sarkisian replaced Ty Willingham as coach, 
and big-play junior quarterback Jake Locker, 
who missed eight and a half games with a 
broken thumb, is healthy again. 

Sarkisian has promised to infuse new life 
into a team that was competitive in two of the 
four games that Locker played before 
completely bottoming out. The former BYU 
quarterback has asked Locker, a scrambler who 
threw for 14 touchdowns and ran for 13 as a 
redshirt freshman, to stand in the pocket 
longer and improve his passing accuracy from 
47 percent to more than 60. 

The coach has tinkered with his offensive 
line more than any other position, moving 
junior Ryan Tolar from starting guard to 
center, senior Ben Ossai from starting tackle to 
guard and sophomore Senio Kelemete from 
defensive tackle to offensive guard. 


452 


The receivers should be solid, with wideouts 
D’Andre Goodwin coming off a 60-catch 
season and Jermaine Kearse providing a deep 
threat. Kavario Middleton and Chris Izbicki, 
each the most heralded recruit of his class, will 
battle it out at tight end. Freshmen Chris Polk 
(redshirt) and Demitrius Bronson (true) will lead 
a deep but unproven group of running backs. 

With Locker back, this offense goes from 
hopeless to hopeful, certain to improve on its 
263.2-yard average, which was the fourth- 
worst in the nation. 


The UW defense set 
another school record by 
allowing 452 yards per 
game, exceeding the 
record 447 set in 2007. 


DEFENSE The Washington defense likewise 
picked up reinforcements and the promise of 
better days. Sarkisian brought USC defensive 
coordinator Nick Holt with him, enticing 
Holt with a contract worth $2.1 million over 
three seasons, or more than Washington State 
head coach Paul Wulff makes. 

The Huskies also welcomed back their top 
defensive player from two seasons. earlier, 
outside linebacker E.J. Savannah, who had 
clashed with Willingham and quit. Senior 
Donald Butler, junior Mason Foster and 
Savannah man the second row and form the 
strength of this defense. They still need help 
up front and in the secondary. 

Senior Daniel Te’o-Nesheim, who will shift 
between defensive end and tackle, led the team 
with eight sacks and is dependable. The 
Huskies still will hold their breath in pass 
coverage, with the cornerbacks, sophomore 
Quinton Richardson and junior Matt Mosley, 
and safeties, junior Nate Williams and 
sophomore Johri Fogerson, combining for two 
career interceptions. 


SPECIALISTS The Huskies will undergo a 
complete makeover in the kicking game, 
turning to players with no game experience, 
which is always risky. Untested sophomore 
Erik Folk is the only scholarship placekicker 
available. Incoming junior college transfer 
William Mahan likely gets the call at punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS What this all adds up to is 
that Washington is asking a third coach in 
seven seasons to fix a considerable mess, start 
the rebuilding process over yet again and offer 
no immediate promises. Opening with LSU, 
the Huskies are practically assured of adding 
one more setback to their nation-worst losing 
ledger before receiving a fighting chance to 
right things against Idaho, Winning one game 
would go a long way toward restoring a beaten- 
down program that has dropped 10 league, 
eight home and seven road outings in a row. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (0-12, 0-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 LSU Aug. 30 at Oregon L 10-44 Offense PerGame ‘Rank 
Sept. 12 Idaho Sept. 6 BYU L 27-28 | Scoring 133ppg 117 
Sept. 19 USC Sept. 13 Oklahoma L 14-55 | Rushing 99.3 ypg 106 
Sept. 26 at Stanford Sept. 27 Stanford L 28-35 | Passing 163.8ypg 101 
Oct. 3 at Notre Dame Oct. 4 at Arizona L 1448 | Total 263.2 ypg 116 
Oct. 10 Arizona Oct. 18 Oregon State L 13-34 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Arizona State Oct. 25 Notre Dame L 7-33 | Scoring 38.6ppg 116 
Oct. 24 Oregon Nov. 1 atUSC L 0-56 | Rushing 240.6ypg 117 
Nov. 7 atUCLA Nov. 8 Arizona State L 19-39 | Passing 211.2ypg 62 
Nov. 14 at Oregon State Nov. 15 UCLA L 7-27 | Total 4518 ypg 110 
Nov. 28 Washington State Nov. 22 at Washington State L (ot) 13-16 | [BRUMUEDSI ELS scr aes 
Dec. 5 California Dec. 6 at California L 74g | 17 142 116 


HEAD COACH: STEVE SARKISIAN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: FiRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DOUG NUSSMEIER * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; NICK HOLi 


JAKE LOCKER 
THE QUOTE 


“Their talent level on defense was not very good. 
It was shocking to see, to tell you the truth. It 
was shocking to see how slow they were.” 


— An opposing Pac-10 assis 


OFFENSE (6) 

15 Jermaine Kearse (So.) 
11 D'Andre Goodwin (Jr) 
71 Cody Habben (ur.) 
79 Ben Ossai (Sr.) 
65 Ryan Tolar (Jr) 
93 Senio Kelemete (So.) 
73 Drew Schaefer (Fr.) 
80 Kavario Middleton (So.) 
10 Jake Locker (ur.) 
30 Paul Homer (Sr.) 

1 Chris Polk (Fr) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 66 Daniel Te’o-Nesheim (Sr.) 
92 Everrette Thompson (Fr.) 
74 Alameda Ta’amu (So.) 
59 Darrion Jones (Sr.) 
22 E.J. Savannah (Sr.) 
9 Donald Butler (Sr.) 
40 Mason Foster (Jr.) 
28 Quinton Richardson (So.) 
19 Matt Mosley (Ur) 
36 Johri Fogerson (So.) 
FS 8 Nate Williams (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 17 Erik Folk (So.) 
P William Mahan (Jr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


nt coach 


3 Alvin Logan (So.) 

7 Cody Bruns (So.) 
67 Skyler Fancher (So.) 
70 Morgan Rosborough (Sr) 
51 Mykenna Ikehara (Fr.) 
64 Matt Sedillo (Ur) 
67 Skyler Fancher (So.) 

4 Chris Izbicki (So.) 

8 Ronnie Fouch (So.) 
47 Austin Sylvester (Jr) 
22 Demitrius Bronson (Fr.) 


96 De’Shon Matthews (ur) 
91 Tyrone Duncan (So.) 
99 Cameron Elisara (Jr) 
50 Kalani Aldrich (So.) 
5 Matt Houston (Jr) 
57 Trenton Tuiasosopo (Sr) 
31 Cort Dennison (So.) 
38 Marquis Persley (So.) 
6 Vonzell McDowell (Jr) 
39 Greg Walker (Fr) 
34 Tripper Johnson (Sr.) 


KR 82 Jordan Polk (So.) 
PR 9 Devin Aguilar (So.) 


Passing: Ronnie Fouch, 250-113-1,339-13, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Terrance Dailey, 75 car., 338 yds., 17D 
Receiving: D’Andre Goodwin, 60 rec., 692 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Mason Foster, 105, 58 solo 


Sacks: Daniel Te’o-Nesheim, 8 


Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


{#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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OFFENSE Few schools have enjoyed a more 
talented string of quarterbacks recently than 
Louisville. The last five guys to start for the 
Cardinals have proceeded to the NFL. Thar 
streak will end this season. Coach Steve 
Kragthorpe is trying to sort through three choices 
to replace Hunter Cantwell. Justin Burke, a 
transfer from NC State, and Adam Froman, a 
junior college transfer, are the top contenders. As 
a group, the three have yet to throw a pass in a 
Cardinal uniform, Burke is considered the better 
passer, Froman the better runner. 

Sophomore halfback Victor Anderson was 
voted the 2008 Big East Rookie of the Year — 
and he earned the recognition. Anderson ran 
for 1,047 yards and eight scores, delivering five 
100-yard games. Only 5'9", Anderson never 
ducked contact and was solid in short-yardage 
situations. When Anderson needs a break, 
Bilal Powell can provide one. Sophomore 
Darius Ashley has excited the coaching staff. 

The strength of the offense should be the 
receivers — if Kragthorpe can develop a 
passer. Junior Doug Beaumont emerged as 
superb possession receiver, finishing fourth in 
the Big East with 62 catches for 750 yards. 
But the Cardinals also have a pair of full-sized 
playmakers, 6'8" Josh Chichester and Scott 
Long, 6'2" burner who torched South Florida 
for a pair of touchdowns before a knee injury 
ended his season. 

The offensive line must be rebuilt around 
junior guard Mark Wetterer and tackle Greg 
Tomezyk. Redshirt freshman center Mario 
Benavides has considerable potential. 

Now in his third season at Louisville, 

Steve Kragthorpe has had three x, 
offensive coordinators and three 

defensive coordinators. 


DEFENSE Former Utah State head coach 
Brent Guy replaces Ron English as the 
coordinator, and he’s looking for working 
parts, especially on the defensive line, which 


2008 RE 
. 31 Kentucky 


lost its two best run stoppers. 

Senior defensive tackle L.T. Walker is the 
most experienced player in the group, but Guy 
has to find somebody who can pressure 
quarterbacks at end. 

Until the defensive line solidifies, most of 
the pressure will have to come from the 
linebackers, the strength of the defense. There 
are five experienced players at linebacker, 
including four of the team’s top six returning 
tacklers. Middle linebacker Jon Dempsey is a 
playmaker, a guy who creates turnovers and 
makes tackles. But sophomore Dexter 
Heyman has the speed and size to become an 
elite defender. 

The secondary also needs a dramatic 
upgrade. It ranked 99th in the nation in pass 
efficiency defense and surrendered nearly 240 
yards per game, Cornerback Johnny Patrick is 
the top cover guy. 


SPECIALISTS Kragthorpe’s confidence in his 
kicking last season was so shaky that Louisville 
attempted only 11 field goals. The Cards made 
five and failed to convert from beyond 36 
yards. Chris Philpott gets first crack. Senior 
punter Cory Goettsche is solid but not 
spectacular, averaging 40 yards per kick. 


FINAL ANALYSIS This is a “Show Me” season 
for Kragthorpe, who named himself offensive 
coordinator, the Cardinals’ third offensive 
coordinator in three seasons. 

The program won the Orange Bowl and 
was dominating Kentucky before Kragthorpe’s 
arrival from Tulsa in 2007, but the Cards are 
11-13 the last two seasons and have been 
swept by UK and Syracuse. Fan support has 
begun to soften just as the program has started 
a project to add more than 20,000 seats to 
Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium. 

With a schedule that includes games at 
Kentucky, Utah, West Virginia, Cincinnati 
and South Florida, the Cardinals will be 
fortunate to finish 6-G, 


Sept. 5 Indiana State L Offense PerGame _ Rank 
Sept. 19 at Kentucky Sept. 6 Tennessee Tech W 51-10 | Scoring 24.7 ppg 68 
Sept. 26 at Utah Sept. 17 Kansas State W 38-29 | Rushing 164.5 ypg 46 
Oct. 2 Pittsburgh Sept. 26 Connecticut L 21-26 | Passing 212.2 ypg 63 
Oct. 10 Southern Miss Oct. 10 at Memphis W 35-28 | Total 376.7 ypg 45 
Oct. 17 at Connecticut Oct. 18 MiddleTennessee W 42-23 | [RGIS PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Cincinnati Oct. 25 South Florida W 24-20 | Scoring 29.8 ppg 88 
Oct. 31 Arkansas State Nov. 1 at Syracuse L 21-28 | Rushing 129.5ypg 37 
Nov. 7 atWest Virginia Nov. 8 at Pittsburgh L 7-41 | Passing 2393ypg 92 
Nov. 14 Syracuse Nov. 14 Cincinnati L 20-28 | Total 368.8 ypg = 70 
Nov. 21 at South Florida Nov. 22 West Virginia eecreeme TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Rutgers Dec. 4 at Rutgers L 14-63 | -12 1.00 110 


HEAD COACH: STEVE ORPE » RECORD AT SCHOO; 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STEVE KRAG 


KRAGTH( 


THORPE * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BRENT GUY 


IL: 11-13 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 40-35 (6 YEARS) 


Mi 
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THE QUOTE 
“They have two good ones in running back 
Victor Anderson and receiver Josh Chict af, 
but they also lose their two best offensive 


OFFENSE (5) 
27 Doug Beaumont (ur.) 
11 Josh Chichester (So.) 
84 Scott Long (Sr) 
76 Greg Tomezyk (Jr) 
79 Mark Wetterer (dr) 
60 Mario Benavides (Fr.) 
71 Abdul Kuyateh (Sr) 
74 Jeff Adams (Jr.) 
82 Pete Nochta (ur.) 

QB 13 Justin Burke (ur) 

RB 20 Victor Anderson (So.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

LE 11 Greg Scruggs (So.) 
LT 56 Tyler Jessen (Sr.) 
RT 91.7. Walker (Sr) 

RE 61 William Savoy (So.) 
SLB 5 Brandon Heath (ur) 
MLB 38 Jon Dempsey (Sr) 
WLB 51 Antwon Canady (ur.) 
CB 7 Karldell Dunning (So.) 
CB 19 Johnny Patrick (Jr) 
SS 15 Chaz Thompson (Sr) 
FS 2 Richard Raglin (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 12 Chris Philpott (So.) 
P 29 Cory Goettsche (Sr.) 
RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: None 


3 Trent Guy (Sr.) 
21 Troy Pascley (ur) 

4 Maurice Clark (Sr) 
73 Hector Hernandez (So.) 
65 Josh Byrom (Jr) 

67 Nick Egart (So.) 

70 Conrad Thomas (Jr) 
78 Byron Stingily (Jr) 
85 Nate Nord (Fr) 

9 Adam Froman (Jr) 
33 Bilal Powell (ur) 


94 Malcolm Tatum (ur) 
93 L.D. Scott (Sr) 

99 Joe Townsend (ur) 
58 Rodney Gnat (Ur) 

43 Chris Campa (Sr) 

23 Stephen Garr (Sr) 
46 Dexter Heyman (So.) 
35 Agyei Williams (So.) 
28 Ravelle Sadler (So.) 
30 Daniel Covington (Sr) 
36 Josh Wiley (Sr) 


KR 3 Trent Guy (Sr) 
PR 27 Doug Beaumont (Ur) 


Rushing: Victor Anderson, 183 car., 1,047 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Doug Beaumont, 62 rec., 750 yds., OTD 


Tackles: Jon Dempsey, 80, 53 solo 


Sacks: William Savoy, 2 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Joe Robbins 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


SE Indiana football has long struggled 
to slug it out between the tackles with the Big 
Ten heavyweights. The Hoosiers rarely have 
the linemen, backs or depth to survive eight 
league games. IU coach Bill Lynch 
understands that, so he’s changing his 
approach. Ben Chappell, more passer than 
runner, will quarterback the Hoosiers. 
Chappell, a Bloomington native, led the 
Hoosiers to their only league win against 
Northwestern last season and has a solid arm 
when given protection. 

Lynch moved former quarterback Kellen 
Lewis to receiver in the spring but still planned 
on using him some at quarterback as a change- 
of-pace, but those plans were dashed in late 
April when Lewis was kicked off the team. 

Redshirt freshman Darius Willis was the 
school’s most acclaimed recruit at running 
back in a decade. But to win, Indiana must 
pass the ball effectively. Sophomore receivers 
Tandon Doss and Damarlo Belcher are full- 
sized targets who have the ability to run and 
soar to get the football. Belcher turned two of 
his 25 receptions into touchdowns. Don't be 
surprised if Troy Wagner loses his tight end 
spot to sophomore Max Dedmond, who is 
faster. 

Four veterans, led by senior tackle Rodger 
Saffold, return on an offensive line that was 
gutted by injuries last season. 


Vire 


The Hoosiers gave up an 


average of 35.3 points =) . | — a] Y 
per game and allowed 9 _ “iy Sry | 
42o0r more pointsinhaf a a oo 


of their 12 games. 
DEFENSE Six teams scored 42 points or more 
on the Hoosiers last season. Their final four 
opponents averaged 47. The Hoosiers cannot 
expect to move back to .500 unless they hold 
opponents under 171 yards per game rushing. 
There's hope with a defense that returns 10 
players who started at least one game last 


2009 SCHEDULE 


‘2008 RESULTS (3-3, rn 
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season. The push on the defensive line comes 
from the senior ends — Jammie Kirlew and 
Greg Middleton. Middletown was expected to 
become an All-Big Ten player last season after 
contributing 16 sacks as a sophomore. But he 
struggled, while Kirlew emerged as a major 
force with 19.5 tackles for a loss. 

Linebacker could be a strength. Will 
Patterson and Matt Mayberry are experienced 
seniors, and junior Tyler Replogle blossomed 
as a playmaker, contributing 26 tackles in the 
final two games. 

The secondary is filled with questions. 
Three starters were unable to finish last season 
because of ACL surgery. Receiver Ray Fisher 
volunteered to play cornerback to strengthen 
the unit. 


SPECIALISTS Austin Starr, the 2007 Groza 
Award finalist, is gone. Lynch used a 
scholarship on freshman Mitch Ewald, who 
was ranked one of the top five placekickers in 
the country by three recruiting services. Chris 
Hagerup, a sophomore, nailed 13 of his 61 
punts for more than 50 yards. Look for Fisher 
to return punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A two-year project to 
renovate the north end zone, add new offices, 
meeting rooms and a 24,000 square foot 
weight facility is complete. The IU staff has 
used the new facilities to lure recruits who 
Lynch believes have upgraded the talent in the 
program. 

Chappell has targets who can catch and run. 
He must increase his completion percentage 
from 52.3 to at least 60. Running behind a 
veteran line, Willis is expected to keep [U out 
of second-and-long situations. Defensively, the 
first thing Indiana needs is to stay healthy. 
Kirlew, Middleton and Deonte Mack should 
provide experienced bulk across the line. 

The Hoosiers need to steal two road wins at 
these four spots — Akron, Michigan, Virginia 
and Northwestern — to get back to .500. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3. Eastern Kentucky Aug. 30 Western Kentucky W 31-13 | Defense PerGame ~ Rank 
Sept. 12 Western Michigan Sept. 6 Murray State W 45-3] Scoring 20.5 ppg 97 
Sept.19 at Akron | Sept. 20 Ball State L 20-42 | Rushing 166.9 ypg 42 
Sept. 26 at Michigan Sept. 27 Michigan State L 29-42: Passing 181.3 ypg 91 
Oct. 3 Ohio State Oct. 4 at Minnesota L 7-16 | Total 348.2 ypg 71. 
Oct. 10 at Virginia Oct. 11 Iowa L 9-45 Defense Per Game _:Rank 
Oct. 17 Illinois | Oct. 18 at Illinois L 13-55 | Scoring 35.3 ppg 108 
Oct. 24 at Northwestern | Oct. 25 Northwestern W 21-19 | Rushing 717 ypg 91 
Oct. 31 at Iowa Nov. 1 Central Michigan L 34-37 | Passing 260.5 ypg 105 
Nov. 7 Wisconsin | Nov. 8 Wisconsin L 20-55 | Total 432.2 ypg 107 
Nov. 14 at Penn State | Nov. 15 at Penn State CMe TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 21 Purdue | Nov. 22 at Purdue L 10-62} +1 +0.08 = 55 
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ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


| OFFENSE (5) 
| WR 1 Terrance Turner (Jr) 
} WR 5 Mitchell Evans (Jr) 
} WR 81 Tandon Doss (So.) 
LT 76 Rodger Saffold (Sr.) 
| LG 70 Justin Pagan (So.) 
C 64 Pete Saxon (Sr.) 
RG 79 Cody Faulkner (Jr) 
RT 73 James Brewer (Ur) 
TE 87 Troy Wagner (Sr.) 
QB 4 Ben Chappell (Ur.) 
RB 28 Darius Willis (Fr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 92 Greg Middleton (Sr.) 
DT 55 Deonte Mack (Jr) 
DT 52 Jarrod Smith (Jr) 
DE 57 Jammie Kirlew (Sr) 
} OLB 34 Will Patterson (Sr.) 
| MLB 43 Matt Mayberry (Sr.) 
| OLB 46 Tyler Replogle (Jr) 
CB 7 Ray Fisher (Sr.) 
29 Chris Adkins (So.) 
SS 20 Austin Thomas (Sr.) 
FS 8 Nick Polk (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
) K Mitch Ewald (Fr.) 
|p 12 Chris Hagerup (So.) 


| RETURNING LEADERS 


88 Damarlo Belcher (So.) 
84 Matt Ernest (So.) 

80 Chris Banks (Sr.) 

72 Andrew McDonald (So.) 
65 Marc Damisch (Fr.) 
60 Will Matte (Fr.) 

59 Mike Reiter (Sr.) 

68 Mike Stark (Jr) 

41 Max Dedmond (So.) 
14 Adam Follett (Fr.) 

27 Bryan Payton (Sr.) 


51 Terrance Thomas (Jr) 
75 Nicholas Sliger (Fr.) 
69 Nick Mentzer (Fr) 

90 Eric Thomas (So.) 

25 Justin Carrington (Sr.) 
44 Darius Johnson (So.) 
21 Trea Burgess (Ur) 

6 Richard Council (Jr) 
10 Donnell Jones (So.) 
30 Jarrell Drane (So.) 
14 Jerimy Finch (ur) 


KR 22 Demetrius McCray (Sr) 


PR 7 Ray Fisher (Sr) 


| Passing: Ben Chappell, 153-80-1,001-3, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Bryan Payton, 79 car., 339 yds., 2TDs 
| Receiving: Ray Fisher, 42 rec., 373 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Matt Mayberry, 89, 53 solo 


Sacks: Jammie Kirlew, 10.5 


| Interceptions: Austin Thomas, 2 for 11 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters ¢ BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Joe Robbins 


OFFENSE Even with Pat Hill about to enter his 
13th season at Fresno State, stability is in short 
supply. Nowhere is that more true than 
quarterback, where Ryan Colburn, Ebahn 
Feathers and Derek Carr battled in the spring 
with no clear winner. Hill might not name a 
starter until days before the opener. Colburn has 
the inside track, but mostly because he spent the 
last two years backing up Tom Brandstater and 
knows the system. With 4.4 speed, Feathers is a 
far better runner than passer at this point. Carr 
shows a strong, accurate arm, but it’s hard to 
picture Hill handing the keys to a freshman, 
even if he is David Carr’s little brother. 

Few teams boast the tailback depth the 
Bulldogs have, but they need it because Ryan 
Mathews hasn't proven he can stay healthy. 
With Mathews sidelined with a foot injury 
much of last season, Lonyae Miller and 
Anthony Harding split carries, and both 
surpassed 800 yards. Mathews showed no sign 
of the injury in the spring and took most of the 
first-team snaps. A veteran receiving corps led 
by Seyi Ajirorutu awaits whoever wins the 
quarterback job. Fresno State retains its center 
and guards but must replace both starting 
tackles. Left guard Andrew Jackson, a second- 
team All-WAC pick, is the best run blocker. 


When Doug Nussmeier bolted for 
Washington, ensuring the Bulldogs would have 
their fifth offensive coordinator in five seasons, 
Hill didn’t bother looking outside the program 
for a replacement. He simply elevated tight ends 
coach Jeff Grady to passing game coordinator 
and made offensive line coach Derek Frazier the 
running game coordinator. Grady, a former 
quarterback under Hill, will call the plays. 


Fresno State has an 
impressive 12-2 record 
when tailback Ryan 
Mathews scores a 
touchdown. 


DEFENSE The Bulldogs had a terrible time 
stopping the run last season, the fault of a 
pushover defensive line and an uninspiring 
corps of linebackers. Many of the returning 
players are 10 pounds lighter thanks to an 
offseason emphasis on speed. 

Much rides on whether Cornell Banks and 
Wilson Ramos anchor the middle of the line. 
Banks sat out spring practice to focus on 
academics, and Ramos wasn't fully recovered 
from foot surgery. End Chris Carter, a 
converted linebacker, earned second-team All- 
WAC honors after recording 88 tackles and 3.5 
sacks last fall. Kenny Borg started opposite 
Carter in the spring, but the Bulldogs hope 
junior college transfer Donnie Pritchett will 
challenge him. 

All three linebackers return, including 
leading tackler Ben Jacobs. Jacobs has the 
instincts coaches want in a middle linebacker, 
just not the speed. On the other hand, Nico 
Herron has all the physical tools but must 
overcome a tendency to freelance. Strong safety 
Moses Harris, like Jacobs a second-team All- 
WAC pick, anchors the secondary. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Kevin Goessling’s 
career got off to a rocky start but took off with 
a school-record 58-yard field goal in the final 
seconds against Utah State. A.J. Jefferson is a 
kickoff return standout; he has a 32-yard career 
average and three touchdowns. The Bulldogs 
have three players who brought back punts for 
scores last season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Expectations are low in the 


San Joaquin Valley, so a 10th bowl appearance 
under Hill would quiet some of his critics. The 
coach has two years remaining on his contract, 
and unlike the old days there’s no automatic 
rollover. How the Bulldogs weather a brutal 
September schedule could go a long way in 
determining whether Hill gets to extend his stay 
or is politely shown the door— perhaps sooner 
rather than later. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 UC Davis Sept. 1 at Rutgers W 24-7 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Wisconsin Sept. 13 Wisconsin L 10-13} Scoring  29.6ppg 37 
Sept. 18 Boise State Sept. 20 at Toledo W (ot) 55-54 | Rushing 1823ypg 32 
Sept. 26 at Cincinnati Sent 27a MELA W #3l Passing 204.9 ypg 66 
Oct. 10 at Hawaii oe aceon L (ot) 29-32 | Total —«387.2ypg 43 

Oct. 11 Idaho W 45-32 
Oct. 17 San Jose State Oct. 25 at Utah State W 30-28 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at New Mexico State | Noy, 1atLouisianaTech 35-38 | Scoring 31.1 ppg 92 
Oct. 31 Utah State Nov. 7 Nevada L 28-41 | Rushing 210.0ypg 108 
Nov. 7 atIdaho Nov. 15 New Mexico State W 24-17 | Passing 200.9 ypg 51 
Nov. 14 at Nevada Nov. 21 atSanJose State W 24-10 Total 410.9 ypg 97 
Nov. 21 Louisiana Tech Nov. 28 at Boise State SME TO Margin Per Game — Rank 
Dec. 5 at Illinois Dec. 20 #Colorado State L 35-40 Tl 085 107 


HEAD COACH: PAT HILL * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 9 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: JEFF GRADY, DEREK FRAZIE 


#New Mexico Bow! 


CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: RANDY STEWAR 


ARS) * CAREER RECORD: 92-61 (12 YEARS) 


THE QUOTE 
“For all the 
about playing anyone 
Slogans, he really | 
offensive football 
grind it out, and the 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 2 Seyi Ajirotutu (Sr.) 
5 Marlon Moore (Sr.) 

70 Bryce Harris (So.) 
69 Andrew Jackson (ur) 
74 Joe Bernardi (ur.) 
79 Devan Cunningham (Jr.) 
60 Kenny Wiggins (Jr.) 
84 Ryan Skidmore (So.) 
15 Ryan Colburn (ur) 
48 Reynard Camp (Sr.) 
21 Ryan Mathews (Ur) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 92 Kenny Borg (ur) 
NT 50 Cornell Banks (Jr.) 
DT 77 Logan Harrell (So.) 
DE 43 Chris Carter (ur.) 
WLB 53 Kyle Knox (So.) 
MLB 54 Ben Jacobs (ur) 
SLB 55 Nico Herron (ur.) 
CB 28 Aw. Jefferson (Sr) 
CB 17 Desia Dunn (So.) 
3 Moses Harris (Sr.) 
29 Phillip Thomas (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 35 Kevin Goessling (So.) 
P42 Robert Malone (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Lonyae Miller, 1-0-0-0, 0 TD 


S not wo 


— An opposing WAC 


ervati\ 
just tried to 
g anymore. ” 


assistant coact 


18 Devon Wylie (ur) 

6 Chastin West (Sr.) 
75 Trevor Richter (So.) 
55 Leslie Cooper (So.) 
52 Richard Pacheco (Sr.) 
61 Charley Robbins (dr.) 
79 Devan Cunningham (ur) 
88 David Gory (Fr.) 

Derek Carr (Fr.) 
49 Vince Pascoe (Ur) 
1 Lonyae Miller (Sr) 


Donnie Pritchett (Jr) 

65 Chase McEntee (So.) 
99 Mark Roberts (Jr) 
96 Wilson Ramos (Sr.) 
39 Shawn Plummer (So.) 
51 Austin Raphael (So.) 
56 Travis Brown (Fr) 
10 Isaiah Green (So.) 

4 Damion Owens (Sr) 
20 Lorne Bell (Jr) 

19 Marvin Haynes (Sr.) 


KR 28 Aw. Jefferson (Sr) 
PR 11 Rashad Evans (So.) 


Rushing: Anthony Harding, 147 car., 822 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Seyi Ajirotutu, 47 rec., 795 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Ben Jacobs, 113, 47 solo 
Sacks: Chris Carter, 3.5 


Interceptions: Marvin Haynes, 2 for 2 yds. 


(@) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Peter Browillet 


OFFENSE Until Syracuse gets its offensive line 
straightened out — and it has been a problem 
for many years — it will be difficult for the 
offense to function efficiently. 

At the same time, new offensive coordinator 
Rob Spence and head coach Doug Marrone, 
the former offensive coordinator of the New 
Orleans Saints, have a plan. They are 
implementing a spread, no-huddle attack that 
should take advantage of Syracuse's sufficient 
skill players at tailback and receiver. The return 
of wideout Mike Williams from a year's 
academic sabbatical gives the Orange a lethal 
playmaker and touchdown machine. 

Syracuse has a legitimate 1-2 punch at 
tailback in Delone Carter and Antwon Bailey. 
And if redshirt freshman quarterback Ryan 
Nassib can survive the jitters and inexperience, 
he has a forceful arm and welcome mobility to 
make some things happen. 


DEFENSE Fiery coordinator Scott Shafer is 
implementing an attacking 4-3 scheme with 
plenty of blitzes and press coverages to bump 
up the team’s woeful takeaway numbers (16 in 
2008). Inside linebacker Derrell Smith 
emerged in the spring as a tackling force and 
represents perhaps the best of many position 
moves. 


Syracuse had eight scholarship 
players leave team before or during 
spring football practice. 


Some serious questions face the unit, 
including the return of All-Big East defensive 
tackle Arthur Jones from pectoral surgery, the 
conversion of tailback Doug Hogue to starting 
outside linebacker and the return of starting 
defensive end Jared Kimmel, who had a second 
surgery after spring practice on _ his 


reconstructed knee. 
The secondary has undergone an overhaul, 
with cornerbacks moving to safety and safeties 


2008 RESULTS (3-93, 16) 


moving to cornerback. Nick Chestnut returns 
from a yearlong academic absence and could 
bea starter at one corner. Kevyn Scott emerged 
this spring as the team’s best cover guy. A safety 
trifecta of Max Suter, Mike Holmes and 
Dorian Graham gives the Orange flexibility 
and a bit of attitude over the middle. But the 
backfield’s lack of depth is so suspect that two 
walk-ons were on the second team in the 
spring, and some true freshmen could well 
land on the depth chart this fall. 


SPECIALISTS Syracuse spent considerable 
practice time on special teams under new 
coordinator Bob Casullo, addressing problems 
with the snapping and blocking operations 
and looking for a placekicker, among other 
things. Coaches made it clear in the spring 
they were dissatisfied with redshirt freshman 
Austin Wallis and might bring in other kickers 
during camp. Punter Rob Long ranked 15th 
nationally in 2008 and gives the Orange at 
least one anchor in their kicking game. Long 
may also take over the kickoff duties. Kick 
returner Max Suter was a Freshman All- 
American in 2007, and Mike Holmes ranked 
second in the Big East in kick returns last year. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Hope has been restored. 


Marrone has re-energized the program and its 
fan base. But expectations seem to be running 
out in front of reality. This isa program that 
has won 10 games over four seasons with a 
roster of players that is being turned over faster 
than you can say “Go Orange.” 

But the Orange are a work in progress. The 
team did not get to this depth overnight and 
probably won't rejuvenate itself overnight, 
either. Still, Syracuse has an eight-game home 
slate, though it is overscheduled with three 
non-conference contests against Big Ten 
teams. 

Transition years tend to be ugly, though 
Marrone’s mission is to win, and win now. As 
he says, “I cannot fail.” 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


1 


THE QUOTE 


“New coach, maybe some new schemes, but the 
same problem; They just don’t have enough 
talent. ” 


— An opposing Big East asst 


OFFENSE (7) 
7 Donte Davis (Jr.) 
1 Mike Williams (Jr) 
74 Nick Speller (Fr) 
70 Ryan Bartholomew (Jr) 
60 Jim McKenzie (Jr) 
71 Adam Rosner (ur.) 
77 Tucker Baumbach (Jr) 
8 Cody Catalina (So.) 
16 Ryan Nassib (Fr) 
46 Robert Nieves (So.) 
3 Delone Carter (Ur) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 90 Jared Kimmel (ur.) 
NG 97 Arthur Jones (Sr.) 
DT 51 Andrew Lewis (ur) 
DE 99 Chandler Jones (Fr.) 
SLB 32 Doug Hogue (Ur) 
MLB 25 Derrell Smith (ur) 
WLB 46 Parker Cantey (Ur) 


stant coach 


11 Lavar Lobdell (Sr.) 
5 Marcus Sales (So.) 
73 Jonathan Meldrum (Jr) 
76 Tan Allport (Fr.) 
72 Nick Lepak (So.) 
52 Ollie Haney (So.) 
Andrew Tiller (So.) 
85 Mike Owen (Sr) 
4 Cameron Dantley (Sr.) 
48 Carl Cutler (Fr.) 
29 Antwon Bailey (So.) 


96 Zary Stewart (So.) 

94 Bud Tribbey (Jr) 

55 Anthony Perkins (ur) 
54 Mikhail Marinovich (So.) 
31 Dan Vaughan (Fr.) 

50 Mike Mele (Jr) 

41 Ryan Gillum (So.) 


Bruce Schwartzman 


Sept. 5 Minnesota Aug. 30 at Northwestern L 10-30 | [ae PerGame — Rank 26 Kevyn Scott (So.) 14 Grant Mayes (So.) 
Sept.12 at Penn State Sept. 6 Akron L 28-42 | Scoring 18.1 ppg 108 21 Nick Chestnut (Sr.) 28 Nico Scott (Jr) 
Sept. 19 Northwestern Sept. 13 Penn State L 13-55 | Rushing 148.7 ypg 55 24 Max Suter (Jr) 20. Randy McKinnon (Jr) 
Sept. 26 Maine Sept. 20 Northeastern W 30-21 | Passing 1215ypg 113 35 Mike Holmes (ur) 10 Dorian Graham (So.) 
Oct. 3 South Florida Sept. 27 Pittsburgh L 24-34 | Total 270.2 ypg «114 SPECIAL TEAMS 

Oct. 10 West Virginia Oct. 11 at West Virginia [MGSWANIN Defense PerGame Rank : 2 aria x : te Scarite 
Oct. 24 Akron Oct. 18 at South Florida L 1345 | Scoring  327ppg 101 : i 
Oct. 31 Cincinnati Nov. 1 Louisville W 28-21 | Rushing 189.4ypg 101 RETURNING LEADERS 

Nov. 14 at Louisville Nov. 15 Connecticut ago | Tote. SUS yo 20 Receiving: Donte Davis, 29 rec, 312 yds., 27Ds 

Nov. 21 Rutgers Nov. 22 at Notre Dame Lee 10 Margin PerGame Rank Tackles: Derrell Smith, 73, 36 solo 

Nov. 28 at Connecticut Nov 29:at Cincinnati L 130} 2 0.08 67 Sacks: Arthur Jones, 3.5 


Interceptions: Mike Holmes, 2 for 16 yds. 


NE * RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEA 
SPENCE * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SC¢ 


SON 


HEAD COACH: DOUG 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ROB 


MARKO. 


TT SHAFER (#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE lowa State has joined the growing 
number of major college teams that have 
switched to a spread offense. 

The guy responsible for ISU’s new attack, 
Tom Herman, was the brains behind Rice’s 
explosive offense the last two years, with last 
year's Owls setting school records for points 
and yards and ranking in the top 10 nationally 
in total offense (470.9), points (41.3) and 
passing yards per game (327.2). 

The Cyclones may have won only two 
games a season ago, but the offense was not the 
problem. 

There’s talent on this side of the ball, 
starting with junior quarterback Austen 
Arnaud. He'll have some playmakers to throw 
to in sophomores Darius Darks and Sedrick 
Johnson. Big things are expected from tailback 
Alexander Robinson, who'll be complemented 
by a pair of backs in their first seasons on the 
field, Jeremiah Schwartz and Florida transfer 
Bo Williams. 

One thing is for sure — this will be a fast- 
moving group that’s sure to generate 
excitement. 


Towa State has lost 17 straight 
road games, dating back to an 
Oct. 29, 2005 victory at Texas 
A&M. It’s the longest such 
streak in the FBS. 


DEFENSE Massive improvement is needed at 
all three position groups after the Cyclones 
allowed an average of 35.8 points per game 
and were one of the worst defensive units in 
major college football. 

Key to a resurgence is the ability to tackle 
and defend in space against the high-powered 
offenses in the Big 12. 

The Cyclones need a big year from their 
front four, which must stand up to the run and 
be able to put some pressure on opposing 
quarterback. Three of the four projected 
starters are seniors, as is middle linebacker 


Jesse Smith, who turned himself from walk-on 
into a team captain. He'll hope for immediate 
help from highly regarded junior college 
transfer Matt Taufoou, a late addition to Iowa 
State's recruiting class who picked the 
Cyclones over Tennessee. 

The defensive backfield has one emerging 
star in cornerback Leonard Johnson and is 
waiting for more to emerge and put last year’s 
struggles behind it. James Smith is a three-year 
starter at one safety spot, while newcomer 
David Sims, a former Oklahoma signee, could 
be an impact player at strong safety 


SPECIALISTS The kicking game is in good 
shape with punter Mike Brandtner, a four-year 
starter, and sophomore placekicker Grant 
Mahoney. Brandtner is coming off the best 
season of his career and has never had a punt 
blocked. Mahoney made good on 17 of his 25 
field goal attempts as a true freshman and 
figures to only get better with age. 

Opposing teams might stop kicking to 
Leonard Johnson, who averaged 26.4 yards on 
kickoff returns last season. He may also be 
back on punts if he can convince ISU’s coaches 
he's the right man for the job. Otherwise, there 
are probably a half dozen others who will get 
their chance to field punts and dodge would- 
be tacklers. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ISU’s chances of improving 
on its 2-10 mark from 2008 are good. How 
much better the record will be will very much 
depend on how far the defense has come from 
last year's group that couldn't stop Ames High 
School in the red zone. The new offense will 
put points on the scoreboard quickly with 
Arnaud directing traffic, 

The Cyclones’ schedule is not overly 
daunting, and with the Big 12’s divisional 
rotation in their favor (ISU plays Baylor, 
A&M and Oklahoma State instead of Texas, 
OU and Texas Tech) a shot at the postseason is 
not out of the realm of possibility. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (2-10, 0-8) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 3 North Dakota State | Aug. 28 South Dakota State W 44-17 | [Res PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 Iowa Sept. 6 Kent State W 48-28 | Scoring 25.3 ppg 59 
Sept. 19 at Kent State Sept. 13 at Iowa L 5-17 | Rushing 138.4 ypg 67 
Sept. 26 Army Sept. 20 at UNLV L (ot) 31-34 | Passing 248.4 ypg 31 
Oct. 3 Kansas State (at K.C.)| Oct. 4 Kansas L 33-35 | Total 386.8 ypg 44 
Oct. 10 at Kansas Oct. 11 at Baylor L 10-38 Defense PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 17 Baylor Oct. 18 Nebraska L 7-35 | Scoring  358ppg 7110 
Oct. 24 at Nebraska Oct. 25 Texas A&M L 35-49 | Rushing 176.2 ypg 95 
Oct. 31 atTexas A&M Nov. latOklahomaState L 17-59 | Passing 2767ypg 116 
Nov. 7 Oklahoma State Nov. 8 at Colorado L 24-28 | Total 452.8 ypg 112 
Nov. 14 Colorado Nov. 15 Missouri vi=:yaee TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 21 at Missouri Nov. 22 at Kansas State L 30-38 +4 +0.33 40 


132 


HEAD COACH: PAUL RHOADS « RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: [OM HERMAN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: WALLY BURNHAM 


AUSTEN = 


THE QUOTE 


I 


-_ 


“They actually have some pretty good players 
for a team that lost 10 games ina row last 
season. Austen Arnaud was very good 
last year playing on a bad team.” 
— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 2 Sedrick Johnson (So.) 
82 Marquis Hamilton (Sr.) 
6 Darius Darks (So.) 
75 Hayworth Hicks (ur.) 
73 Reggie Stephens (Sr.) 
77 Alex Alvarez (Jr.) 
63 Ben Lamaak (ur.) 
72 Kelechi Osemele (So.) 
88 Collin Franklin (Jr) 
4 Austen Arnaud (Jr.) 
33 Alexander Robinson (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 55 Christopher Lyle (Sr) 
96 Austin Alburtis (ur) 
62 Nate Frere (Sr.) 
29 Rashawn Parker (Sr.) 
43 Fred Garrin (Sr.) 
54 Jesse Smith (Sr) 
Matt Taufoou (Jr) 
23 Leonard Johnson (So.) 
22 Ter’ran Benton (So.) 
5 David Sims (Jr) 
2 James Smith (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 21. Grant Mahoney (So.) 
P13 Mike Brandtner (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


15 Houston Jones (Sr) 
10 Lonzie Range (Fr.) 
Darius Reynolds (Ur) 
67 Matt Hulbert (ur) 
78 Joseph Klerekoper (So.) 
64 Ethan Tuftee (Fr.) 
71 Trey Baysinger (So.) 
76 Zack Spears (So.) 
84 Derrick Catlett (Sr) 
11 Jerome Tiller (Fr) 
34 Bo Williams (So.) 


38 Roosevelt Maggitt (Fr.) 
94 Jake McDonough (Fr) 
97 Stephen Ruempolhamer (So.) 
90 Cleyon Laing (Fr.) 
16 Josh Raven (Sr.) 
24 Derec Schmidgall (Sr.) 
31 Justin Rumple (ur) 
9 Devin McDowell (ur) 
7 Kennard Banks (Sr.) 
3 Zac Sandvig (Jr) 
37 Michael O'Connell (Ur) 


KR 23 Leonard Johnson (So.) 
PR 12 Allen Bell (Sr.) 


Passing: Austen Arnaud, 401-247-2,792-10, 15 TDs 
Rushing: Alexander Robinson, 153 car., 703 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Darius Darks, 49 rec., 477 yds., 1TD 


Tackles: James Smith, 85, 60 solo 
Sacks: Christopher Lyle, 5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Brian Ebner 


Quarterback Trevor Vittatoe 
followed up a strong freshman campaign with 
an even better sophomore year, throwing a 
school-record 33 touchdown passes against 
only nine interceptions. He did most of that 
ona bum ankle he injured in the third game of 
the season. With most of his weapons back 
behind a veteran offensive line, the thinking is 
he should only get better as a junior. 

UTEP lost only five receptions to 
graduation among the wideouts and returns a 
prolific scoring tandem in Kris Adams and Jeff 
Moturi, who combined for 1,613 yards and 23 
touchdowns a year ago. Adams emerged as a 
consistent weapon a year after catching only 
five passes as a freshman. There should be a 
healthy competition for spots in the rotation, 
with last season’s No. 3 man, Tufick Shadrawy, 
leading a long list of candidates. 

The Miners used four tailbacks extensively 
last season, and while the head of that 
committee, Terrell Jackson, is gone, UTEP has 
added two new names to the corps of Donald 
Buckram, Vernon Frazier and Daniel Palmer. 
UTEP struggled in short-yardage situations 
last season, but the hope is that the return of 
Jason Williams, hurt in the 2008 spring game, 
and the addition of junior college transfer 
Leilyon Myers can change that. 

The offensive line is an experienced group 
that showed its depth a year ago when the 
team was hit hard by injuries. Starting tackles 
Will Osolinsky and Mike Aguayo and starting 
guard Cameron Raschke return, while guard 
Rod Huntley and center Tanner Cullumber 
also have starting experience. 


UTEP gave up 40 
points or more six 
times, including 77 in 
a humbling 77-35 
loss to Tulsa. 


Last year was the first under 
defensive coordinator Osia Lewis and his 3-3-5 


scheme, and the hope is that there will be 
major improvement in the second season 
running the system. That will be the key to the 
season. The defense ranked 115th in 2008 after 
finishing 117th in that category in 2007. 

The Miners seek improvement with a 
veteran group that returns seven starters and 
welcomes back safeties Braxton Amy and 
Roddray Walker, projected starters a year ago 
who ended up missing the entire season with 
injuries. Safety Da’Mon Cromartie-Smith is 
back, as is the entire two-deep at corner, led by 
Cornelius Brown and Melvin Stephenson II. 

UTEP used a deep rotation on the defensive 
line last year, partly a sign of its depth and 
partly because no one really stood out. The 
coaches are expecting a big improvement from 
former junior college transfers Tory Robinson 
and Aaron King. 

Isaiah Carter went from third-stringer at 
middle linebacker to starter in the course of 
the first five practices of the spring and will 
likely be joined by Greg Holleman and Royzell 
Smith. 


Two-year starter Kyle Petersen 
is back at punter, so the focus will be on 
replacing star kicker Jose Martinez. Logan 
Barrett will battle walk-ons Mike Scott and 
Kevin Lopez. Whoever wins the job will be 
making his collegiate debut. Moturi will be the 
main returner. 


The offense should be 
typically prolific, so even a small improvement 
on defense would help the team meet its goal 
of qualifying for a bowl after three losing 
seasons. The Miners have plenty of players 
back on that defense, but they are searching for 
some true difference-makers. 

A non-conference schedule that includes 
Texas and Kansas makes the opener against 
Buffalo a pivotal game, but the crossover 
schedule no longer includes reigning C-USA 


champion East Carolina. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (5-7, 4-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Buffalo Aug. 28 at Buffalo L 17-42 | Ie PerGamie Rank 
Sept.12 Kansas Sept. 6 Texas L 13-42 | Scoring 32.9 ppg 25 
Sept. 19 at New Mexico State | Sept. 20 New Mexico State L 33-34 | Rushing 122.3 ypg 90 
Sept. 26 at Texas Sept. 27 UCF w 58-13 | Passing 284.2ypg 14 
Oct. 3 Houston Oct. 4 atSouthernMiss  W (ot)40-37 | Total 406.5 ypg 31 
Oct. 10 at Memphis Oct. 11 Tulane W 24-21 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 21 Tulsa Oct. 18 atTulsa L 35-77| Scoring  37.0ppg 112 
Oct. 31 UAB Nov. 1 Rice t 44-49 | Rushing 199.5 ypg 104 
Nov. 7 atTulane Nov. 8 at UL Lafayette w 37-24 | Passing 270.3ypg = 112 
Nov. 14 at SMU Nov. 15 SMU w 36-10 | otal 469.8 ypg 115 
Nov. 21 at Rice Nov. 22 at Houston L 37-42 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Marshall Nov. 28 at East Carolina E 2153.) +22 +1.00 10 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


VINES 


TREVOR VITTATOE 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 6 Jeff Moturi (Sr) 

WR 9 Tufick Shadrawy (Sr.) 
WR 2 Kris Adams (Jr) 

LT 71 Mike Aguayo (Sr.) 

LG 78 Cameron Raschke (Sr) 
C 79 Tanner Cullumber (ur) 
RG 74 Rod Huntley (Jr) 

RT 54 Will Osolinsky (Jr.) 
TE 
QB 


19 Evan Davis (dr.) 

84 Donavon Kemp (So.) 
88 Darrin Moore (Fr.) 
73 Britt Mitchell (Fr) 
65 Anthony McNac (Jr) 
63 Eloy Atkinson (Fr) 
64 Colby Meek (Sr) 

70 Alex Solot (Ur) 

85 Elijah Goldtrap (ur) 
15 Kyle Wright (Sr.) 

20 Vernon Frazier (So.) 


86 Jonny Moore (Jr) 
10 Trevor Vittatoe (ur.) 
TB 3 Donald Buckram (ur) 


DEFENSE (7) 

LE 99 Chris Moore (Sr.) 

NT 95 Steve Riddick (Sr.) 

RE 13 Robert Soleyjacks (ur.) 
LLB 42 Greg Holleman (So.) 
MLB 38 Isaiah Carter (ur) 

RLB 52 Royzell Smith (So.) 17 Brian Wilkins (Sr.) 
Miner 14 Braxton Amy (dr) 1 Clarence Ward (Sr.) 
CB 4 Melvin Stephenson Il (Sr.) 21 Dustin Bell (Sr.) 

CB 47 Cornelius Brown (Sr.) 30 Antwon Blake (So.) 
LS 26 Roddray Walker (Sr.) 12 Nick Sampson (So.) 
RS 23 Da’Mon Cromartie-Smith (Sr) 20 Wiston Jeune (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 22 Logan Barrett (Fr.) 
P ‘15 Kyle Petersen (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Trevor Vittatoe, 418-246-3,274-9, 33 TDs 
Rushing: James Thomas II, 52 car., 351 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Jeff Moturi, 51 rec., 655 yds., 9 TDs 
Tackles: Da’Mon Cromartie-Smith, 77, 33 solo 
Sacks: Anthony Morrow, Aaron King, 2.0 
Interceptions: Cornelius Brown, 3 for 21 yds. 


96 Aaron King (Sr.) 

93 Tory Robinson (Sr) 

46 Bernard Obi (So.) 

11 Anthony Morrow (ur) 
8 Jeremy Springer (So.) 


KR 6 Jeff Moturi (Sr) 
PR 6 Jeff Moturi (Sr) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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UTEP SID 


OFFENSE Senior quarterback Tim Hiller sat 
out spring drills, but he should be fine come 
fall and ready to continue his assault on the 
Western Michigan record book. Now fully in 
command of coach Bill Cubit’s offense, Hiller 
is a high-percentage passer with the ability to 
get the ball downfield. 

His biggest concern is at receiver, where the 
departures of 2008 stalwarts Jamarko 
Simmons and Schneider Julien leave him 
without his two most reliable targets. While 
junior Juan Nunez (57 catches in ’08) is 
capable of becoming more of a threat, he needs 
help from the likes of sophomore Robert 
Arnheim, a converted quarterback, junior 
Jordan White, redshirt freshman Seth 
Patterson and sophomore Dervon Wallace. 

The ground game is in great shape thanks to 
the return of Brandon West (1,026 yards on a 
5.0-yard average) and an offensive line that 
brings back five players who started at least 
eight games in 2008. West can beat teams with 
power or speed, and he is a fine pass-catcher. 
Sophomore Aaron Winchester, who impressed 
last year, will give the Broncos good depth in 


the backfield. 


DEFENSE The Broncos return only one 
starter on this side of the ball and must focus 
particularly on the secondary, which was 
extremely susceptible in the final two games of 
‘08. Junior strong safety Mario Armstrong is 
the stalwart of the bunch, and the Broncos 
hope he'll team with Miami (Fla.) transfer 
Doug Wiggins on a strong back line. 

Senior Austin Pritchard leads the 


The Broncos lost 208 
receptions from their receiving 
corps last year and need young 
players to step up in order for 
the passing game to thrive. 


linebacking corps from the strong side and 
showed last year he knows how to get into 
enemy backfields. Harrison Porter, who started 


five games last season, is no longer with the 
program, so the Broncos will be young there. 
It will be interesting to see how sophomore 
Mitch Zajac performs full-time in the middle 
after a solid debut. 

The Broncos mustered a reasonable pass 
rush last season, but their 25 sacks weren't 
enough. With a pair of young cornerbacks, it’s 
essential to get to the passer more successfully, 
so senior end Justin Braska must build on last 
year's seven sacks and the Broncos must find 
others who can get into passers’ faces. Tackle 
Cody Cielenski has that potential. 


SPECIALISTS The kick return game is in the 
capable hands of West, the school’s all-time 
leader in the category. Punter Ben Armer was 
solid in his debut, and sophomore John Potter 
made 11-of-16 field goal tries last year, 
including a 45-yarder. The Broncos do need to 
tighten up their punt coverage units, which 
allowed 13.3 yards per return. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Western Michigan will 
score points, thanks to Hiller and West. And if 
some receivers develop behind Nunez, this 
could be an explosive offense. The big 
question is whether new defensive regulars 
such as Wiggins and Zajac can blossom in 
order to keep games from turning into 
shootouts, The Broncos must rush the passer 
better and tighten up the pass coverage to 
replicate last year’s success. 

Last year’s nine-win season and bowl 
appearance were celebrated throughout the 
Broncos’ world, but the key for the program is 
whether it can sustain its success and begin to 
be competitive in the MAC on a regular basis. 
That will be the test of whether Cubit has 
built something that can sustain or if WMU is 
the type of program that can count on only 
sporadic success. If the Broncos can develop 
some receivers and rebuild their defense, 09 
can be a fine continuation of last year's 
success. 


2009 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 at Michigan 
Sept. 12 at Indiana 
Sept. 19 Miami (OH) 


Aug. 30 at Nebraska 
Sept. 
Sept. 13 at Idaho 


a 2 i Sor Hino: Sept. 27 at Temple 
ct. at Northern Illinois Oct. 4 Ohio 
Oct. 10 at Toledo 


Oct. 11 at Buffalo 
Oct. 17 Central Michigan 


Oct. 24 Buffalo 

Oct. 31 at Kent State 

Nov. 7 at Michigan State 
at Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 


Nov. 8 Illinois 
Nov. 15 Toledo 
Nov. 25 at Ball State 
Dec. 30 #Rice 
# Texas Bowl 
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2008 RESULTS (9-4, 6-2) 
6 Northern Illinois 


Sept. 20 Tennessee Tech 


Oct. 18 at Central Michigan L 
Nov. 1 Eastern Michigan 


HEAD COACH: BILL CUBIT * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 29-20 (4 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 63-38-1 (9 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BILL CUBIT * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STEVE MORRISON 


2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 

L 24-47 Offense PerGame Rank 
W 29-26 | Scoring  28.6ppg 41 
W 51-28] Rushing 116.9ypg —-96 
7 . : Passing 294.7 ypg ll 
W 41-20 Total 411.5 ypg 28 
W (ot) 34-28 Defense PerGame__ Rank 
98-38 | Scoring 24.9 ppg 62 

W 31-10 | Rushing 140.5 ypg 62 
W 23-17 | Passing 254.9 ypg 102 
W 27-17 | Total 395.3 ypg 87 
L 22-45 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
Be Ns 038 85 


THE QUOTE 

“Pm excited. The opportunities are awesome, 
with three Big Ten teams (on the schedule). 
We’re looking to get back to a bowl game 


and win the MAC Championship.” 
— Broncos senior quarterback Tim Hiller 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 81 Juan Nunez (Jr.) 
WR 12 Robert Arnheim (So.) 
WR 83 Jordan White (ur.) 

LT 72 Anthony Parker (So.) 
LG 65 Phillip Swanson (Jr) 
C 63 Paul Wasikowski (Sr.) 
RG 61 Nick Clemens (ur.) 
RT 79 Jonathan Jack (So.) 
TE 84 Matt Stevens (Sr) 
QB 33 Tim Hiller (Sr.) 

RB 2 Brandon West (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (1) 
DE 48 Justin Braska (Sr.) 
DT 68 Cody Cielenski (Sr.) 
DT 92 Drew Nowak (So.) 
DE 96 Weston Peiffer (So.) 
LB 38 Chris Prom (Fr) 

47 Mitch Zajac (So.) 

35 Austin Pritchard (Sr.) 

19 Josh Price (So.) 

15 Andy Dorcely (Sr) 

33 Mario Armstrong (ur.) 

1 Doug Wiggins (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 17 John Potter (So.) 
P 37 Ben Armer (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


86 Scott Hinds (Fr.) 

8 Ansel Ponder (Fr.) 
89 Seth Patterson (Fr.) 

Greg Peterson (Fr.) 

64 Sam Jaeger (Fr.) 
60 Nick Mitchell (ur.) 
62 Kevin Galeher (Fr) 
77 Ben Samson (Fr.) 

85 Blake Hammond (Fr.) 
18 Drew Burdi (dr) 

23 Aaron Winchester (So.) 


42 Jason Polmanteer (Fr.) 
95 Chris Pyant (ur) 
57 Ryan Byrne (Fr.) 
97 Freddie Bishop (Fr.) 
39 Waymon Ross (Fr.) 
94 Deauntay Legrier (Fr.) 
55 Doug Scott (Fr.) 

5 Deshon Lawrence (So.) 
25 David Lewis (So.) 
28 Keith Dixson (So.) 
34 Jamail Berry (Jr) 


KR 2 Brandon West (Sr) 
PR 1 Doug Wiggins (ur) 


Passing: Tim Hiller, 522-339-3,725-10, 36 TDs 
Rushing: Brandon West, 204 car, 1,026 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Juan Nunez, 57 rec., 701 yds., 7 TDs 


Tackles: Austin Pritchard, 86, 47 solo 


Sacks: Justin Braska, 7 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Western Miclegan SID 


OFFENSE UNLV coach Mike Sanford found 
himself scrambling to find just one good 
quarterback during his first four years with the 
Rebels. Now he has two. Junior Omar 
Clayton, who had an outstanding 18-to-4 
touchdown-to-interception ratio in nine 
games before suffering a knee injury, returns as 
the starter. Left-hander Mike Clausen, who 
won two of his three starts as a freshman last 
season when Clayton went down and was the 
unofficial MVP of the spring game, is a 
talented backup who also figures to see action. 

“Im excited about our passing game,” 
Sanford says. “I feel like we have a No. 1 and 
No. 1-A situation at quarterback with Omar at 
No. 1 and Mike at 1-A.” 

Senior Ryan Wolfe leads perhaps the best 
receiving corps in the Mountain West 
Conference. He had 88 receptions and posted 
UNLV’s first 1,000-yard season since 1994. 
He already holds UNLV’s career marks for 
catches (209), receiving yards (2,735) and 


100-yard games (10). 


Finding a replacement for powerful running 
back Frank “The Tank” Summers will be one 
of the first orders of business when fall camp 
starts, and there will be no shortage of 
candidates. Don’t count out talented true 
freshman speedster Bradley Randle, son of 
former major leaguer Lenny Randle, to make a 
strong run at the starting spot. 

The offensive line, led by senior guard Joe 
Hawley and junior tackle Matt Murphy, is 
talented and physical but lacks depth. 


UNLV’s defense allowed 24 
touchdown passes in 2008, 
which tied New Mexico for 
last in the Mountain West. 


DEFENSE Hard to believe that a defense that 
was ranked 110th nationally against the run 
last year could be very strong up front, but that 


is the case for the Rebels. Both starting tackles, 
junior Malo Taumua and senior Martin 
Tevaseu, return and both at times were 
dominant run-stuffers. 

The key to better overall line play will be 
improvement at the end position, where junior 
Isaako Aaitui returns on one side. Highly 
touted junior college transfer B.J. Bell, the 
younger brother of Beau Bell, the 2007 
Mountain West Defensive Player of the Year, 
will battle senior Heivaha Mafi on the other 
side. 

Linebacker figures to be the strength of the 
defense. All three starters return, including 
Jason Beauchamp, who led the league in 
tackles last season. Also back is junior strong- 
side linebacker Starr Fuimaono, who played 
only two games in 2008 because of a knee 
injury but was arguably the team’s best 
defender the year before. 

Sanford made upgrading his secondary a 
top recruiting priority after watching that unit 
repeatedly give up big plays on the ground and 
through the air last year. The Rebels signed 
eight defensive backs, including three mid-year 
junior college transfers. 


SPECIALISTS The Rebels return two 
placekickers with game experience in senior 
Kyle Watson and junior Ben Jaekle. A punter 
probably won't be tabbed until fall camp. 
Deante’ Purvis and Michael Johnson lend 
speed to the return game. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Rebels were close to 
turning the corner in 2008, losing in the final 
10 seconds at Colorado State and dropping 
nail-biters to both Air Force and BYU. If they 
had pulled out just one of those contests, they 
would have been eligible to accept their first 
postseason bid since 2000. With a veteran 
squad that returns 12 starters and a favorable 
schedule that features seven home games, this 
figures to be UNLV’s best opportunity to 


return to a bowl game in years. 


\ 


THE QUOTE 


+ 
i RYAN) WOLFE 


"T think they'll replace (running back Frank) 


Summers. 


wasn’t really a spread, off-edge 


running back. They need a little bit quicker, 
faster guy back there that makes people miss in 


the open 


— An oppos 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 18 Phillip Payne (So.) 
88 Ryan Wolfe (Sr.) 
84 Rodelin Anthony (Sr.) 
28 Michael Johnson (So.) 
75 Matt Murphy (Jr) 
63 Sean Tesoro (Fr.) 
66 John Gianninoto (ur) 
59 Joe Hawley (Sr.) 
73 Evan Marchal (Jr.) 
QB 2 Omar Clayton (ur.) 
TB 27 Chris Brogdon (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 99 Isaako Aaitui (Jr) 

DT 68 Martin Tevaseu (Sr) 
DT 93 Malo Taumua (ur.) 

DE B.J. Bell (dr) 

WLB 33 Jason Beauchamp (Sr.) 
MLB 56 Ronnie Paulo (Jr) 


85 Jerriman Robinson (Sr.) 
Marcus Sullivan (Fr) 

17 Renan Saint Preux (Sr) 
Mark Barefield (Fr.) 

72 Thomas Wren (So.) 

65 Ramsey Feagai (Jr) 
Andrew Mack (Fr.) 
Doug Zismann (Fr.) 
Thomas Kilgore (Fr.) 

6 Mike Clausen (So.) 
Bradley Randle (Fr.) 


91 Preston Brooks (ur.) 
97 Bennielee Shelby (Fr.) 
96 Lale Talese (Jr) 

42 Heivaha Mafi (Sr.) 

55 Nate Carter (So.) 

58 David Blair (Fr) 


2005 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (5-7, 2-6) 008 NAT'L RANKINGS SLB 14 Starr Fuimaono (ur) 40 Beau Orth (So) 
Sept. 5 Sacramento State Aug. 30 Utah State W 27-17 Offense PerGame _ Rank CB 26 Deante’ Purvis (So.) 24 Warren Zeigler (Jr.) 
Sept.12 Oregon State Sept. 6 at Utah L 21-42 | Scoring 25.6 ppg 58 CB 10 Quinton Pointer (Jr) Mike Grant (Jr) 
Sept. 19 Hawaii Sept. 13 at Arizona State  W (ot) 23-20 | Rushing 121.7 ypg 91 Sy 3 Chris siones (50) 22 Alex De Giacomo (lr) 
Sept. 26 at Wyoming Sept. 20 Iowa State W (ot) 34-31 | Passing 223.3 ypg 49 SSS nZirons Doon i) 45 Marquel Martin (Sr) 
Oct. 3 atNevada Sept. 27 Nevada L -27-49 | Total 345.0ypg 73 SPECIAL TEAMS = 43 
Oct. 10 BYU Oct. 4 a Colorado State L 28-41 Defense PerGame Rank : v a ee . as z ae eat 
Oct. 17 Utah Oct. 18 Air Force L 28-29 | Scoring 32.6ppg 100 
Oct. 24 at New Mexico Oct. 25 at BYU L 35-42 | Rushing 213.1ypg 110 _| RETURNING LEADERS 
Oct. 31 at TCU Nov. 1 TCU L 4a} Passing 210.1 ypg + «60—C«*d; Passing Omar Clayton, 258-1592-1. 594%, TDs 

2 Rushing: C.J. Cox, 54 car, 191 yds., 1TD 
Nov. 7 Colorado State Nov, 8 New Mexico w 27-20 | Total 423.2ypg 103 Receiving: Ryan Wolfe, 88 rec., 1,040 yds., 67Ds 
Nov. 14 at Air Force Nov. 13 Wyoming W 22-14 O Margin  PerGame Rank Tackles: Jason Beauchamp, 127, 54 solo 
Nov. 28 San Diego State Nov. 22 at San Diego State L 21-42 62 Sacks: Three players tied with 2 


Interceptions: Quinton Pointer, 2 for 77 yds. a, 


HEAD COACH: MIKE SANFORD * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 11-36 (4 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 11 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; TODD BERRY » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DENNIS 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Tim Clark/Athton Sports 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


OFFENSE Last season a veteran defense 
carried Hawaii to a 7-7 record, a second-place 
tie in the Western Athletic Conference and a 
bowl berth while the offense was being rebuilt. 
This year an offense that returns five starters 
will be counted on to repay the favor for a 
reloading defense. 

How successful the Warriors are at 
protecting their quarterback, reducing 
turnovers and generating a running game, all 
sore points in 2008, will determine whether a 
fourth consecutive bowl is in their future. 

This time, however, at least they know 
entering the season who the quarterback will 
be senior Greg Alexander. As a junior 
college transfer, Alexander started the opener 
and then went to the bench as three others 
struggled at the position. Alexander reemerged 
to start the final six games and ended the 
season with 1,895 yards and 14 touchdowns. 

Protecting Alexander is job one for a line 
that returns three regulars from a unit that 
surrendered 57 sacks. Gordon Shaw, who 
spent 14 years coaching in the Big Ten, takes 
over coaching a line anchored by two-time All- 
WAC center John Estes. 

Converted quarterback Inoke Funaki moves 
to running back, where he will join often- 
injured returnee Leon Wright-Jackson and 
incoming junior college transfer Alex Green to 
help produce a consistent enough running 
game to take heat off Alexander. Hawaii was 
111th in the nation in rushing a year ago. The 
Warriors might also employ a tight end this 
fall, a position they last used in 1998, 


For the first time since the mid-1960s, 
the Warriors will play three consecutive 
games on the Mainland this season. 


DEFENSE While it is tune-up time for a 
defense that lost nine starters — five of them 
having been All-WAC performers at one time 
or another — the key will be a complete 


30 at Florida 


overhaul of the secondary. Spencer Smith has 
three years in the defense and is being counted 
upon to help rebuild at safety along with 
veterans Kenny Estes and Mana Silva and 
junior college transfers Aaron Brown and 
Lametrius Davis. The corner positions are up 
for grabs among returnees Chris Black, 
redshirts Jeramy Bryant and Lewis Walker and 
junior college transfers Davis and Melvin 
Hopkins. 

The departure of AIl-WAC linebackers 
Solomon Elimimian and Adam Leonard left a 
huge hole in both performance and leadership. 
The Warriors will look to Brashton Satele and 
R.J. Kiesel-Kauhane to limit the drop-off in 
both areas. Blaze Soares, a big-play performer, 
and Paipai Falemalu can do much to enhance 
the linebacker play if they stay healthy. 

While John Fonoti is the sole returning 
starter on the defensive line, Elliott Purcell, 
Victor Clore and Vaughn Meatoga saw 
considerable action and Rocky Savaiigaea has 
shown promise when healthy. 


SPECIALISTS The Warriors took a positive 
step by picking up Chris Tormey, a former 
Nevada head coach and Washington assistant, 
to recast a unit that yielded six blocked kicks 
and was last in the nation in punt returns. He 
also will have his work cut out for him in 
replacing multiyear starters at placekicker, 
punter and long snapper. There are high hopes 
for incoming freshman Alex Dunnachie, an 
Australian Rules Football player, at punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Last season was a bumpy 
transitional year for the Warriors in going from 
coach June Jones to Greg McMackin. If the 
Warriors can avoid being their own worst 
enemies — Hawaii ranked 117th in the nation 
in penalties (8.7 per game), last in sacks 
surrendered (57) and was third in turnovers 
committed (37) — it will go a long way 
toward a winning season and another bowl 
berth. 


Sept. 4 Central Arkansas Aug. L 10-56 | [ae PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Wash. State (Seattle) aa . bea jee . oe Scoring 24.6 ppg 71 
Sept. 19 at UNLV ept. 13 at Oregon State ; 
pres 30 at Louisiana Tech | Sept. 28San Jose State L 17-20 see oe yes se 
Oct. 10 Fresno State Oct. 4 at Fresno State W (0t)32-29 g 9 YDY 

Oct. 12 Louisiana Tech W 24-14 | Total 345.8 ypg = 72 
A Ae se a Oct. 17 at Boise State L 7-27 | peers ser 
Oct. 24 Boise State Oct. 26 Nevada W 38-31 | ccori 28.9 3 
Oct. 31 at Nevada Nov. 1 at Utah State t Amag)| 7 PPS 
Nov. 7 Utah State Nov. 8 atNew Mexico State w 42-30 | Rushing 142.1lypg 65 
Nov. 14 New Mexico State | Nov. 22 Idaho w 49-17 | Passing 2188ypg 78 
Nov. 21 at San Jose State Nov. 29 Washington State W 24-10 | Total 360.9 ypg 62 
Nov. 28 Navy Dec. 6 Cincinnati LY 24-29 
Dec. 5 Wisconsin Dec. 24 #Notre Dame L 21-49 7 0.50 89 


#Hawaii Bowl 


HEAD COACH: GREG McMACKIN = RECORD AT SCHOOL: 7-7 (1 YEAR) « CAREER RECORD: 21-21-1 (5 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RON LEE « 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CAL LEE 


THE QUOTE 
“(Greg) McMackin proved last year what a 
lot of us already he knew — he’s a pretty 
good football coach. And there is so much 

less of a circus there now without 
June Jones around anymore.” 


— An opposing WAC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 3 Rodney Bradley (Jr) 
WR_ 89 Malcolm Lane (Sr.) 
1 Greg Salas (Jur) 
21 Kealoha Pilares (Jr) 
77 Aaron Kia (Sr.) 
64 Ray Hisatake (Sr.) 
55 John Estes (Sr.) 
74 Raphael Teru (Sr) 
50 Laupepa Letuli (Sr.) 
12 Greg Alexander (Sr.) 
11 Inoke Funaki (Sr) 


DEFENSE (2) 

DE 90 Elliott Purcell (Jr) 

DT 92 Rocky Savaiigaea (Sr) 

DT 95 Vaughn Meatoga (So.) 

DE 58 John Fonoti (Sr.) 

SLB 53 Blaze Soares (Ur.) 

MLB 13 Brashton Satele (Sr.) 

WLB 59 Ru. Kiesel-Kauhane (Sr.) 

CB 33 Chris Black (Sr.) 

CB 18 Jeramy Bryant (ur) 
37 Kenny Estes (Jr) 

FS 9 Spencer Smith (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 98 Brett Symonds (Fr.) 
P Alex Dunnachie (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


84 Joe Avery (So.) 
81 Royce Pollard (So.) 
20 Jon Medeiros (Sr.) 

6 Dustin Blount (ur) 
72 Clayton Laurel (So.) 
56 Matagisila Lefiti (So.) 
75 Bronson Tiwanak (Jr:) 
63 Brysen Ginlack (Jr) 
66 Adrian Thomas (Jr) 
16 Brent Rausch (Jr) 
23 Leon Wright-Jackson (Sr) 


46 Victor Clore (Sr) 
49 Tuika Tufaga (Sr.) 
96 David Hafoka (Jr) 
97 Alasi Toilolo (So.) 
42 Paipai Falemalu (ur.) 
50 Mana Lolotai (ur.) 
40 Po’okela Ahmad (Jr) 
4 Melvin Hopkins (ur.) 
7 Lewis Walker (Fr) 
43 Mana Silva (Jr) 
2 Lametrius Davis (Jr) 


KR 89 Malcolm Lane (Sr.) 
PR 83 Ryan Henry (Ur) 


Passing: Greg Alexander, 245-154-1,895-5, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Kealoha Pilares, 56 car. 300 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Greg Salas, 57 rec., 831 yds., 3 TDs 


Tackles: John Fonoti, 62, 31 solo 
Sacks: John Fonoti, 3.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Peter Brouillet 


DEKALB, ILL. 


HUSKIE STADIL 


Northern Illinois landed in a bowl 
game last year despite having a redshirt freshman 
quarterback leading the team in rushing and 
passing, and having no player with more than 
480 yards receiving. 

Second-year coach Jerry Kill expects a big 
improvement from sophomore quarterback 
Chandler Harnish with another year of 
experience running the spread offense. Harnish 
tests defenses with his running and _ passing 
ability; he finished with 539 rushing yards and 
1,528 passing yards. 

The Huskies averaged 24.2 points per game 
last year without an elite offensive player. 
Tailback Me'co Brown is a talented sophomore 
ready to take on a bigger chunk of the offensive 
load. Chad Spann and Justin Anderson give the 
Huskies a talented trio at tailback. 

The offensive line features a pair of standouts 
in guard Jason Onyebuagu and center Eddie 
Adamski. Kill expects the offensive line to 
surpass last year's group, which allowed 17 
sacks. 


The Huskies have had two straight 
losing seasons, which have 
followed a string of seven 
consecutive winning seasons. 


The wide receiver corps is filled with young, 
unproven players. Nate Palmer caught three 
passes for 170 yards at Minnesota in the season- 
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defensive linemen and linebackers to run his 4-3 

defense. The Northern Illinois coach likes to use 

a deep rotation to combat the myriad of spread 

offenses in the league. 

The loss of two-time MAC MVP Larry 
English puts a greater burden on returning 
defensive ends Brandon Bice and Jake Coffman 
to pick up the slack. Bice recorded 6.5 sacks last 
year, and Coffman had a solid performance in 
the Independence Bowl. 

The safety position is a strength, with the top 
two tacklers from last year returning in David 
Bryant and Mike Sobol. Shoring up the 
cornerback spots is a top priority entering fall 
practice. Patrick George and Kiaree Daniels are 
the top candidates. 


Senior Mike Salerno joined the 
long line of elite kickers at Northern Illinois. He 
made all his extra point attempts and several 
clutch field goals last season, Three punters will 
vie for the open spot left by four-year starter 
Andy Dittbenner. The coaching staff is seeking a 
gamebreaker to handle punt and kickoff returns, 
with Brown and Ricky Crider the early 
candidates. 


A senior-dominated team 
bought into Kill’s system and philosophies last 
year. With a group of young, hungry players 
looking to end the string of consecutive losing 
seasons, NIU has enough pieces to challenge for 
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CHANDLER 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 


81 Nathan Palmer (So.) 
80 Landon Cox (ur.) 


10 Willie Clark (So.) 
11 Marcus Lewis (Sr) 


opener before fading down the stretch because of the MAC West title. The Huskies must find i 3 ee (Sn) o pea se 
injuries and inexperience. Returnees Landon some capable playmakers on offense or special | ¢ 59 Eddie Adamski (Sr) 71 Scott Wedige (So.) 
Cox and Marcus Lewis will battle a group of teams, because the defense should be strong, RG 72 Joe Pawlak (So.) 61 Panan Tense (ur) 
four recruits for playing time. Jason Schepler even with the loss of two-time MAC Most RT 59 Kevin Skatrud (Sr) 74 Adam Kiel (So.) 
impressed the coaching staff with his transition Valuable Player Larry English. Forcing more TE 87 Jason Schepler (So.) 83 Reed Cunningham (Sr.) 
to tight end last season. turnovers is one way to help combat the QB 12 Chandler Harnish (So.) 3 DeMarcus Grady (So.) 
departure of English. FB 34 Kyle Skarb (ur) 47 Connor Flahive (Jr) 
The defense lost seven starters from a The Huskies wilted down the stretch last year, TB 8 Me'co Brown (So.) 28 Chad Spann (Ur) 
unit that limited opponents to 18.0 points and _ with four losses in the last five games, prompting DEFENSE (4) 
298.5 yards per game. The Huskies improved _ Kill to push his players in the offseason. DE 56 Brandon Bice (Sr) 99 Kyle Jenkins (dr) 
after a rocky start, holding nine of their last 11 The key question remains: Do the Huskies NG 58 Mike Krause (Jr) 92 Brian Lawson (Fr) 
opponents to 17 points or fewer. have the experience, toughness and leadership to DT 98 Di. Pirkle (ur) 93 Adam Coleman (So.) 
Kill has the luxury of a deep group of handle a rugged schedule? DE 54 Jake Coffman (Jr) 95. Sean Progar-Jackson (Fr) 


SLB 37 Alex Kube (Jr:) 
MLB 29 Pat Schiller (So.) 


27 Spencer Williamson (Sr) 
40 Victor Jacques (Fr.) 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (6-7, 5-3) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS WLB 26 Cory Hanson (St) 42 John Tranchitelta (Sr) 
Sept. 5 at Wisconsin Aug. 30 atMinnesota =k 27-31 | (TS PerGame Rank CB 33 Patrick George (Jr) 5 Chris Smith (Jr) 
Sept. 12 Western Illinois Sept. 6 atWestern Michigan L 26-29 | Scoring 24.2 ppg 76 CB 23 Kiaree Daniels (Jr) 8 Tommy Davis (Fr) 
Sept. 19 at Purdue Sept. 20 Indiana State , W 48-3 Rushing 171.2 ypg 36 SS 38 Mike Sobol (Jr) 25 Tracy Wilson (So.) 
Sept. 26. Idaho Sept. 27 at Eastern Michigan W 37-0 Passing 163.9 ypg 100 FS 4 David Bryant (Sr.) 6 Jody Van Laanen (Fr) 

es Oct. 4 at Tennessee L 9-13 

Oct. 3 Western Michigan Sei i Total 335.1 ypg 83 SPECIAL TEAMS 

Oct. 1 Miami (OH) W K 16 Mike Salerno (Sr) KR 8 Me'co Brown (S0.} 
Oct. 17 atToledo Oct. 18 Toledo W 38-7 Defense PerGame Rank : Thwinnn (un) Seater gece (50) 
Oct. 24 at Miami (OH) Oct. 25 Bowling Green W 16-13 | Scoring 18.0 ppg 14 ’ ‘ 
Oct. 31 Akron Nov. 5 at Ball State L 1445 | Rushing 137.4ypg 51 RETURNING LEADERS 
Nov. 5 Eastern Michigan Nov. 12 Central Michigan L (ot) 30-33 | Passing 161.1 ypg 5 eens eae th) I aon 

Nov. 18 at Kent State W 42-14 | Total 298.5 ypg V7 Rushing: Chandler Harnish, 118 car., 539 yds., 4TDs 
Nov. 12 Ball State Nov. 25 Navy L 0-16 : = Receiving: Reed Cunningham, 22 rec., 252 yds., 3 TDs 
Nov. 21 at Ohio %., Dec. 28 #Louisiana Tech L047 TO Margin ‘PerGame Rank Tackles: David Bryant, 84, 46 solo 
Nov. 27 at Central Michigan #Independence Bowl +2 +015 49 Sacks: Brandon Bice, 6.5 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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j First-year coach Mike Locksley 
brought his spread-option attack from Illinois, 
but most of New Mexico's skill players are used 
to the smashmouth running style former coach 
Rocky Long preferred. The Lobos will employ 
some two-tight end and two-back sets. Still, 
Locksley is expected to inject life into a unit that 
had been the weak link during Long’s 11-year 
tenure. 

Three quarterbacks have a legitimate chance 
of starting. UNM’s best hope is for three-year 
starter Donovan Porterie to regain his form. 
Porterie tore the ACL in his left knee four 
games into 2008, but he was struggling before 
his injury — averaging 93 passing yards per 
game with zero touchdown passes and five 
interceptions. Porterie, a 3,000-yard passer in 
2007, must show toughness, leadership and the 
ability to run. If he doesn't, sophomore Brad 
Gruner — Porterie’s successor last season — 
could emerge. Gruner can run and is tough but 
must prove he can throw the deep ball. True 
freshman Emmanuel Yeager’s athletic ability 
could get him playing time. 


New Mexico threw four 

touchdown passes as a y | 
team in 2008, ranking 

118th of 119 Football 

Bowl Subdivision teams. 


The Lobos have three tailbacks to share the 
load in junior Terence Brown, sophomore James 
Wright and redshirt freshman A.J. Bucler. 
Tough-as-nails senior center Erik Cook and 
talented sophomore left tackle Byron Bell lead a 
solid line. The wide receiver corps, primarily 
blockers before Locksley’s arrival, now must 
show playmaking capacity. Senior Roland Bruno 
and sophomore Michael Scarlett adapted well in 
spring practice, and true freshman Derrell 
Person could make an immediate impact. 


The advantage of using a scheme 
unique to the Mountain West Conference is 


gone. The Lobos now will run a more 
traditional 4-3, hoping to retain some of the 
aggressive elements of the 3-3-5 that Long took 
with him to San Diego State as defensive 
coordinator. Locksley hired former LSU co- 
defensive coordinator Doug Mallory to keep 
UNM a defensive stalwart in the league. The 
Lobos should have a formidable front four, but 
depth is a major issue. 

The linebacker position is solid. Sophomore 
middle linebacker Carmen Messina has more 
freedom to roam than he did in UNM’s 
previous scheme. Senior Clint McPeek makes 
the switch from the now-extinct Lobo back 
position that Brian Urlacher made famous to 
outside linebacker. Fellow former Lobo back 
Ian Clark moves to free safety alongside 
returning strong safety Frankie Solomon. One 
benefit from the scheme change is that it 
removes pressure from a bevy of inexperienced 
cornerbacks, who no longer will play man 
coverage most of the time. 


> Standout sophomore kicker 
me Aho and returning senior punter Adam 
Miller make the Lobo special teams a position 
of strength, UNM recruited Evan Jacobsen, one 
of the best deep snappers coming out of high 
school. Clark was the No. 2 punt returner in the 
nation last season but must stay healthy — he’s 
had surgery on both shoulders — to remain a 
factor. 


! After all the offseason 
changes, UNM's chances of returning to the 
postseason after a one-year hiatus still hinge on 
quarterback play. If Porterie returns to form, the 
offense could become dangerous and protect a 
defense thin on the line and inexperienced at 
cornerback. In close games, the Lobos have the 
special teams to provide enough of a difference 


to get the program back to the MWC’s upper 


echelon. Without a rejuvenated Porterie, UNM 
could be hard-pressed to generate enough 
offense for a bounce-back season. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (4-8, 2-6) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Texas A&M Aug. 30 TCU jf 3-26 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 Tulsa Sept. 6 Texas A&M L 22-28 | Scoring 21.1 ppg 94 
Sept. 19 Air Force Sept. 13 Arizona W 36-28 | Rushing 208.3 ypg 16 
Sept. 26 New Mexico State Sept. 20 at Tulsa L 14-56 | Passing 131.3 ypg 110 
Oct. 3 atTexas Tech Sept. 27 at New Mexico State W 35-24 | Total 339.6ypg 81 
Oct. 10 at Wyoming Oct. 4 Wyoming W 24-0 Defense PerGame — Rank 
Oct. 24 UNLV Oct. 11 at BYU L 3-21 | Scoring  228ppg 46 
Oct. 31 at San Diego State Oct. 18 San Diego State W 70-7 | Rushing 122.3 ypg 26 
Nov. 7 atUtah Oct. 23 at Air Force L 10-23 | Passing 2135ypg 70 
Nov. 14 BYU Nov. 1 Utah L 10-13 | Total = 3358 ypg 45 
Nov. 21 Colorado State Nov. 8 at UNLV L 20-27 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 atTCU Nov. 15 atColorado State L  6-20| +3 +025 43 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 8 Roland Bruno (Sr) 
WR 7 Bryant Williams (Jr) 
WR = 9 Michael Scarlett (So.) 
LT 74 Byron Bell (So.) 

LG 56 Mike Cannon (Jr) 

C 69 Erik Cook (Sr.). 

RG 66 Joshua Taufalele (Sr) 
RT 78 Ivan Hernandez (Sr.) 
TE 97 Lucas Reed (Fr.) 

QB 15 Donovan Porterie (Sr.) 
RB 13 James Wright (So.) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 48 Jaymar Latchison (So.) 
DT 53 Kendall Briscoe (Sr) 
DT 93 Peter Gardner (ur) 
DE 98 DeAndre Davis (Sr) 
SLB 11 Clint McPeek (Sr.) 
MLB 58 Carmen Messina (So.) 
WLB 55 Tray Hardaway (Sr) 
CB 24 Jerome Jenkins (Jr) 
CB 6 Anthony Hooks (So.) 
SS 96 Frankie Solomon (Sr.) 
FS 30 lan Clark (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 12 James Aho (So.) 
P14 Adam Miller (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Derrell Person (Fr.) 

18 ‘Chris Hernandez (ur) 

5 Daryl Jones (Sr.) 
73 Karlin Givens (Jr) 
65 Derek Tallent (Jr.) 
70 Ben Contreras (Sr.) 
79 Mike Muniz (So.) 
72 Bryan Wightman (So.) 
14 Jonathan Mader (Fr.) 
10 Brad Gruner (So.) 
23 Terence Brown (ur.) 


59 Seth Johannemann (dr) 

91 Brett Kennedy (So.) 
Ahraya Crespin (Fr) 

88 Johnathan Rainey (So.) 

45 Terel Anyaibe (ur.) 

68 Cody Neely (Ur) 

39 Joe Stoner (Fr.) 

38 Edrick Boger (Fr) 
DeShawn Mills (Fr.) 

26 Frankie Baca (Sr) 

8 Bubba Forrest (So.) 


KR 96 Frankie Solomon (Sr) 
PR 30 Ian Clark (Sr) 


Passing: Brad Gruner, 184-99-1,037-6, 3 TDs 
Rushing: James Wright, 54 car., 348 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Bryant Williams, 36 rec., 272 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Clint McPeek, 103, 50 solo 
Sacks: Ian Clark, 4 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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New Mexico SID 


OFFENSE The Cougars need Marshall 
Lobbestael to fully recover from last season's 
knee injury because he’s the team’s most 
talented quarterback. If he’s healthy, 
Washington State should be reasonably 
productive, and at least better than last year 
when its offense ranked 118th in the country. 

Lobbestael has a variety of targets, but they 
all have yet to shine. The Cougars lost their 
best player, Brandon Gibson, to the NFL, and 
return a young and mostly untested group, 
aside from junior Jeshua Anderson, a world- 
class hurdler who missed spring ball to 
compete in track. He’s the biggest deep threat. 

Even if the passing game is marginal, the 
Cougs should have a better running attack 
with Dwight Tardy and Logwone Mitz 
battling to hold off James Montgomery, who 
sat out last year after transferring from Cal. 
Montgomery is a big-time wild card. A former 
Parade All-American who rushed for more 
than 4,900 yards and 82 TDs in high school, 
Montgomery played in all 13 of Cal’s games in 
2007. 

Center Kenny Alfred, a preseason All-Pac- 
10 candidate, is the most talented and 
experienced offensive lineman. 


40.6 


DEFENSE There's no other way to put it: The 
Cougs were pathetic last year, allowing an 
average of 49.8 points in their 11 losses. WSU 
was short on depth but should have an 
upgraded group this year, led by end Kevin 
Kooyman and junior college transfer tackle 
Bernard Wolfgramm, who missed spring drills 
with a shoulder injury. End Jesse Feagin is 
coming off a redshirt season and factors highly 
in the Cougs’ plans. He packed on 16 pounds 


of muscle in the offseason. 


The Cougars lost 
their 11 games 
by an average 

of 40.6 points. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 


Sept. 5 Stanford 


Sept. 12 vs. Hawaii (Seattle) Sept. 6 California 
Sept. 19 SMU Sept. 12 at Baylor 
Sept. 26 at USC Sept. 20 Portland State 
Oct. 3 at Oregon Sept. 27 Oregon 

Oct. 10 Arizona State Oct. 4 at UCLA 


Oct. 24 at California 


Oct. 18 USC 


Oct. 31 vs.Notre Dame sen-storo) | yoy 1 at Stanford 
Nov. 7 at Arizona Nov. 8 Arizona 
Nov. 14 UCLA Nov. 15 at Arizona State 


Nov. 21 Oregon State 
Nov. 28 at Washington 


Nov. 22 Washington 
Nov. 29 at Hawaii 


2008 AESULIS 


Aug. 30 vs. Oklahoma State 


Oct. 11 at Oregon State 


HEAD COACH: PAUL WULFF * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TODD STURDY = CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CH 


2-11 (1 YEAR) « CAREER RECORD: 55- 


. | i. ) i et 
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At linebacker, two of the three starters are 
high-quality, high-motor players in Andy 
Mattingly and Louis Bland. Because of a lack of 
depth on the line last year, Mattingly played 
out of position as an end. He’s back to his more 
familiar outside linebacking position. Bland, 
the other outside backer, is undersized at 5'10" 
and 202 pounds, but he's a playmaker. He 
could be one of the best players on the team 
this season. 

The secondary has seasoned players in free 
safety Chima Nwachukwu, strong safety Xavier 
Hicks and corner Romeo Pellum, all returning 
starters. Sophomore Tyrone Justin figures to be 
another starting cornerback. Until the Cougs 
develop a consistent pass rush, it will be hard to 
tell how good these guys are. 


SPECIALISTS Reid Forrest got plenty of work 
last year, punting 77 times — or more than six 
times per game — for a 41.2-yard average. 
Because of his consistency, the Cougs consider 
him a preseason All-Pac-10 candidate. Nico 
Grasu converted game-tying and game- 
winning kicks in the Apple Cup, so to Cougar 
fans, it doesn’t matter what he did the rest of 
the season. For the record, he was 9-of-13 on 
his field-goal attempts. Patrick Rooney has a 
slightly stronger leg and will handle kickoffs. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Washington State football 


fans are excited about the season ahead for one 
simple reason — it can’t possibly be as bleak as 
last year. 

The Cougars were bad, historically bad, the 
worst team in school history. But coach Paul 
Wulff believes the Cougars will be greatly 
improved. He knows the players, and they 
know him. His team is also familiar with his 
system now. Last year’s redshirts are seasoned 
and available to help. Plus the Cougs have 
gotten bigger and stronger — 33 players have 
added 10 pounds or more. The second-year 
coach insists his system works and that change 
is coming. 


tL. +8) 


L 13-39 Offense Per Game Rank 
L 3-66 | Scoring 127 ppg =s:118 
L 7-45 | Rushing  95.lypg 110 
W 48-91 Passing 146.0 ypg 106 
L 14-63 | Total 241.1lypg 118 
L 3-28 Defense PerGame Rank 
L 13-66 | ‘Scoring 43.9 ppg «8 
L 069 | Rushing 247.6 ypg-—««119 
L 0-58 : 

1 3B59 Passing 195.8 ypg 44 
\ 0-31 Total 443.4ypg 108 
W (ot) 16-13 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Long | “29 1.92 119 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


| CHIMA NWACHUKWU 


THE QUOTE 
“Tt was surprising how bad they were last year. 
This a program that has won 10 games 
three times in this decade.” 
— An opposing Pac SS 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR $5 Jeshua Anderson (ur.) 
WR 84 Jared Karstetter (So.) 

29 Kevin Norrell (So.) 

78 Steven Ayers (So.) 

54 Zack Williams (Jr) 

69 Kenny Alfred (Sr) 

72 B.J. Guerra (So.) 

76 Micah Hannam (Jr) 

43 Tony Thompson (Sr.) 
QB 12 Marshall Lobbestael (So.) 
RB 31 Dwight Tardy (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

LE 93 Kevin Kooyman (Sr.) 
DT 90 Toby Turpin (Ur) 

DT 95 Bernard Wolfgramm (Jr.) 
RE 98 Jesse Feagin (Sr.) 

OLB 45 Andy Mattingly (Sr) 
MLB 43 Alex Hoffman-Ellis (So.) 
OLB 46 Louis Bland (So.) 

CB 32 Devin Giles (Sr.) 

CB 9 Tyrone Justin (So.) 

SS 26 Xavier Hicks (Sr.) 

FS 21 Chima Nwachukwu (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 18 Nico Grasu (Ur) 
P 8 Reid Forrest (Ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Kevin Lopina, 153-87-841-11, 0TD 

Rushing: Dwight Tardy, 133 car., 481 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Jeshua Anderson, 33 rec., 305 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Xavier Hicks Jr., 79, 47 solo 

Sacks: Toby Turpin, 3 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


2 Daniel Blackledge (ur.) 
12 Jeffrey Solomon (Jr.) 
Gino Simone (Fr.) 

75 Tyson Pencer (Fr.) 
62 Tim Hodgdon (Fr.) 
73 Andrew Roxas (Jr) 
79 Brian Danaher (Jr) 
67 Joe Eppele (ur) 
70 Zach Tatman (Sr.) 
9 Kevin Lopina (Sr.) 
24 James Montgomery (ur) 


6 Cory Mackay (Fr) 
41 Dan Spitz (Fr) 
94 Josh Luapo (Jr) 
92 Casey Hamlett (ur) 
53 Hallston Higgins (ur) 
44 Mike Ledgerwood (So.) 
13 Myron Beck (Jr) 
29 Romeo Pellum (ur.) 
36 Daniel Simmons (Fr.) 
33 Tyree Toomer (So.) 
5 Eric Block (So.) 


KR 24 James Montgomery (Jr) 
PR 9 Tyrone Justin (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Stephen Brashear 


OFFENSE Memphis has a __ returning 
quarterback in Arkelon Hall, a 1,000-yard 
rusher in Curtis Steele and two of the league's 
best receivers, Duke Calhoun and Carlos 
Singleton. 

What the Tigers must do is find four 
replacements for an offensive line that suffered 
major losses. If they can fill those gaps, there’s a 
chance the Tigers will move to the head of the 
C-USA East Division and compete for a spot in 
the hometown Liberty Bowl. 

Running back will be a loaded position. 
Steele rushed for 1,223 yards and seven 
touchdowns and will be backed by sophomore 
Brandon Ross, a punishing back who had an 
impressive rookie campaign. But the position 
will get its biggest boost from Wisconsin 
transfer Lance Smith. TJ. Pitts, a key member 
of the backfield in 2007, missed last season 
while rehabilitating an ankle injury, but he is 


back and will provide depth. 


DEFENSE The Tigers expect to field one of the 
conference's strongest defenses, one that will 
include a solid contingent of returnees and 
several transfers from Southeastern Conference 
schools. The unknown is how the former SEC 
players will mesh with the returnees and how the 
defense will adjust to yet another coordinator. 

Tim Walton spent one year vastly improving 
the Tiger defense before taking an assistant’s job 
with the NFLs Detroit Lions, and linebackers 
coach Kenny Ingram was promoted to the 
vacancy. Tiger coach Tommy West says the key 
to further improvement is the play of the 
secondary. 

‘Two of the SEC transfers, former Mississippi 
State linebacker Jamon Hughes and former LSU 
linebacker Derrick Odom, will add top-level 


Receiver Duke Calhoun has 
caught at least one pass in 
37 consecutive games. The 
streak ranks third nationally 
among active players. 


Ole Miss . 30 at Ole Miss 


talent to a position returning its three starters. 
Another SEC transfer, former Auburn defensive 
back DeRon Furr, moves into the free safety 
position to help strengthen a secondary that was 
the defense’s weakest link a year ago. 

Up front, the Tigers will benefit from junior 
college transfer tackle Justin Thompson, 
considered one of the nation’s top defensive 
linemen while playing at El Camino (Calif.) 
College. 


SPECIALISTS Senior Matt Reagan could be 
extremely busy. The team’s placekicker since he 
arrived on campus, he may add punting duties 
unless freshman Paulo Henriques or 
sophomore Vinny Zaccario earn the nod. 
Reagan was 8-of-11 on field goal tries during 
an injury-marred junior season, and Zaccario 
supplied the game-winning kick in an early 
season road win at UAB. 

Defensive back D.A. Griffin has emerged as 
a dangerous return specialist. Griffin averaged 
21.3 yards on 18 kickoff returns and had a long 
return of 50 yards. He also averaged a 
respectable 8.3 yards on 23 punt returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS West will field one of the 
league’s best defenses. Offensively, Memphis 
may have the league’s best group of running 
backs, led by 1,000-yard rusher Steele and 
bolstered by Smith. Hall returns at quarterback, 
but he'll be pushed by sophomore Tyler Bass. 
Regardless of who becomes the established 
starter, they'll need to get the ball to a speedy 
contingent of receivers. Calhoun and Singleton 
were somewhat neutralized last year as the 
unstable quarterback position encountered 
multiple injuries. 

Of Conference USA's original members, 
Memphis is the only program that has not won 
a division or league title. Tulane won in 1998, 
Houston won in 1996 and 2006, and Southern 
Miss has won multiple championships. This 
may be the best opportunity for the U of M to 
finally take the next step. 


Sept. 6 L 24-41 Offense PerGame _ Rank 
Sept.12 at Middle Tennessee | Sept. 6 Rice L 35-42} Scoring  27.2ppg 48 
Sept.19 Tennessee-Martin | SePt. 13 at Marshall L 16-17 | Rushing 194.9ypg 22 
Sept. 26 Marshall Sept. 20 Nicholls State W 31-10] passing 2224ypg 51 
Oct. 3 atUCF Sept. 27 Arkansas State W 29-17 Total 417.2 ypg % 
Oct. 2 at UAB W 33-30 
Oct. 10 UTEP Oct. 10 Louisville L 28-35 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Southern Miss Oct. 18 at East Carolina L 10-30 | Scoring 27.2 ppg 68 
Oct. 27 East Carolina Oct. 25 Southern Miss W 36-30 | Rushing 152.9ypg 76 
Nov. 7 atTennessee Nov. 8 at SMU W 31-26 | Passing 200.9 ypg 52 
Nov. 14 UAB Nov. 22 UCF L 21-28 | Total 353.8 ypg 57 
Nov. 21 at Houston Nov. 29 Tulane MERRIE TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 atTulsa Dec. 20 #South Florida L 14-41 +1 +0.08 55 
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#St. Petersburg Bowl 
HEAD COACH: TOMMY WEST * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 47-51 (8 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 82-86 (14 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CLAY HELTON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KENNY INGRAM 


THE QUOTE 
“Tm really excited about getting started with 


this team. We’re trying to put this thing together 
right because this is a pretty talented bunch of 
guys. Now we’ve got to make a team out of it.” 


—Tiger coach Tommy West 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 22 Duke Calhoun (Sr) 
89 Carlos Singleton (Sr.) 
1 Cam Baker (So.) 
73 Lionel Henderson (So.) 
67 Joel McCleod (So.) 
64 Dominik Riley (ur.) 
77 Malcom Rawls (Sr.) 
75 Ronald Leary (So.) 
81 Deven Onarheim (Jr) 
8 Arkelon Hall (Sr.) 
26 Curtis Steele (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 94 Greg Terrell (Sr.) 

NT 91 Tim McGee (Jr) 

DT 97 Steven Turner (Sr.) 
DE 96 Jada Brown (Sr.) 
OLB 59 Greg Jackson (Sr.) 
MLB 50 Winston Bowens (ur) 
OLB 28 Jeremy Longstreet (ur.) 
CB 16 Deante’ Lamar (Sr.) 
CBS D.A. Griffin (Jr.) 

SS 7 Alton Starr (Sr) 

FS 14 DeRon Furr (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 43 Matt Reagan (Sr.) 
P 43: Matt Reagan (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


9 Jermaine McKenzie (So.) 
18 Marcus Rucker (Fr.) 
29 Brian Hall (Sr.) 
70 Tommy Walker (So.) 
68 Robbie Hardie (So.) 
66 Brad Paul (Jr.) 
72 Kindly Jacques (Jr) 
51 Maurice Holloway (Fr.) 
84 Donald Law (Fr.) 
13 Tyler Bass (So.) 

5 Lance Smith (ur.) 


92 Demetrius Culpepper (Sr.) 
76 Charlie Bryant (ur) 
33 Justin Thompson (ur.) 
90 Josh Weaver (Sr.) 
36 Jamon Hughes (ur) 
25 Jeremy Rockette (Sr.) 
42 Derrick Odom (So.) 
19 Lavaris Edwards (So.) 

8 Torenzo Quinn (ur) 

4 Darius Davis (ur) 

6 Curtis Echols (ur.) 


KR 5 DAA. Griffin (Ur) 
PR 5 DAA. Griffin (ur) 


Passing: Arkelon Hall, 335-191-2,275-7, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Curtis Steele, 218 car., 1,223 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Carlos Singleton, 52 rec., 791 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Alton Starr, 90, 54 solo 
Sacks: Greg Jackson, 4 


Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


doe Murphy 


OFFENSE When you have a 1,000-yard 
running back, an experienced offensive line, 
questions at quarterback and a thin receiving 
corps, it doesn’t take long to come up with an 
offensive philosophy. Marshall will be a run- 
first attack, at least early, as it will ride the back 
of Darius Marshall. The junior averaged 5.1 
yards per carry as a freshman and 4.9 last year 
when he finished with 1,099 on the season. 

Coach Mark Snyder feels as good about this 
offensive line as any he’s coached at Marshall. 
Both tackles return in C.J, Wood and Ryan 
Tillman, plus Chad Schofield, Josh Evans and 
Jimmy Rogers saw plenty of action at the 
guard slots. 

As for the passing attack, speedy Cody Slate 
is one of the top tight ends in the country, but 
who will be throwing him the ball is up in the 
air. Four players competed for the job in the 
spring, including sophomore Mark Cann, who 
started 11 games in 2008. Brian Anderson and 
accomplished junior college transfers Jake 
Laudenslayer and Press Taylor were all given a 
shot after Cann completed only 50.2 percent 
of his passes with 14 touchdowns and 13 
interceptions as a freshman. 

At wide receiver, Bryant Milligan is the 
most productive returner, and he caught only 
17 passes for 144 yards in 2008 when Marshall 
finished 97th in the nation in scoring with 
20.5 points per game. 


Only five of Marshall’s 12 
opponents in 2009 are coming 
off bowl appearances. The 
Herd faced nine bow! teams 
on their ’08 slate. 


DEFENSE The news gets much better on the 
defensive side of the ball. The defensive line 
returns five players who started at least five 
games last season, and the linebacking corps 
and secondary each welcome back two starters. 

Defensive end Albert McClellan looks 


ready to regain the form he showed as a 


sophomore when he earned Conference USA 
Defensive Player of the Year honors. 
McClellan missed 2007 when he tore his ACL 
and played last year with a knee brace. That 
brace is gone, and he enjoyed a stellar spring. 
Defensive coordinator Rick Minter will have 
the luxury of an eight- or nine-man rotation 
up front for what should be one of the league's 
top defensive lines. 

Mario Harvey is a playmaker at linebacker 
and is poised for another big season. The 
secondary returns two sophomores at corner 
who should be much improved after taking 
their lumps as rookies. Ashton Hall is a solid 
safety who has had plenty of experience. 


SPECIALISTS Marshall will handle kick 


return duties after finishing 20th in the nation 
in that category a year ago. Returning punts 
will be Courtney Edmonson, Hall or DeQuan 
Bembry, a latter two a couple of game-breakers 
from the defensive backfield. Punting duties 
will be handled by Kase Whitehead, who was 
a pleasant surprise as a freshman. At kicker, 
senior Craig Ratanamorn and sophomore 
Tyler Warner are in a race that has two 
qualified candidates who combined to go 10- 
of-16 in 2008. 


FINAL ANALYSIS In the offseason, you 


always need to look at the bright side, and the 
bright side for Marshall is chat both its 
offensive and defensive lines are in solid shape. 
Football can be won in the trenches, and if the 
Herd can run block for Darius Marshall and 
dominate on defense with a talented front line, 
this team will win its share of games. 

With both coordinators returning for their 
second season, an experienced and talented 
defense and a lighter schedule, there is reason 
to believe Marshall will snap its streak of four 
straight losing seasons and likely earn Snyder 
more time in Huntington. But if the 
quarterback play remains spotty, getting to 
.500 will be a challenge. 


Sept. 5 Southern Illinois Aug. 30 Illinois State 35-10 Offense PerGame= Rank 
Sept. 12 at Virginia Tech Sept. 6 at Wisconsin L 14-51 | Scoring 20.5 ppg 97 
Sept. 19 Bowling Green Sept. 13 Memphis W 17-16 | Rushing 157.8 ypg 50 
Sept. 26 at Memphis Sept. 20 at Southern Miss W 34-27 | Passing 172.7 ypg 95 
Oct. 3 East Carolina Sept. 27 at West Virginia L  -3+27 | Total 330.4 ypg 86 
Oct. 10 at Tulane Oct. 3 Cincinnati L 10-33 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at West Virginia Oct. 18 at UAB L 21-23 | Scoring 27.7 ppg 72 
Oct. 24 UAB Oct. 28 Houston W 37-23 | Rushing 164.4ypg 85 
Nov, 1 atUCF Nov, 8 at East Carolina L (ot)16-19 | Passing 253.7 ypg 100 
Nov. 14 Southern Miss Nov. 15 UCF L 14-30 | Total 418.1 ypg 102 
Nov, 21 SMU Nov, 22 at Rice L 10-35 TO Margin PerGame __Rank 
Nov. 28 at UTEP Nov. 29 Tulsa L 35-38] “4 -0.33 81 


HEAD COACH: MARK SNYDER = RECORD AT SCHOOL: 16-31 (4 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 16-31 (4 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN SHANNON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RICK MINTER 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 
“This school is used to jewelry 
at the end of the season.” 
— Marshall coach Mark Snyder 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 23 Bryant Milligan (Jr.) 
80 Courtney Edmonson (Sr.) 
11 Wayne Bonner (ur) 
73 Ryan Tillman (So.) 
71 Chad Schofield (Jr.) 
64 John Bruhin (So.) 
76 Jimmy Rogers (Sr.) 
75 C.J. Wood (So.) 
85 Cody Slate (Sr.) 
12 Brian Anderson (Jt) 

5 Darius Marshall (Ur) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 96 Albert McClellan (Sr.) 
DT 98 Delvin Johnson (Jr) 
DT 91 Johnny Jones (ur) 
DE 90 Michael Janae (ur) 
LB 30 Mario Harvey (Sr.) 

LB 35 Kellen Harris (So.) 

LB 8 Brandon Burns (Sr.) 
CB 17 DeQuan Bembry (So.) 
CB 13 Tw. Drakeford (So.) 
$S 20 Ashton Hall (Sr.) 

FS 31 Omar Brown (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Tyler Warner (So.) 
P 41 Kase Whitehead (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Mark Cann, 307-154-1,767-13, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Darius Marshall, 224 car. 1,099 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Cody Slate, 40 rec., 510 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Mario Harvey, 107, 43 solo 

Sacks: Mario Harvey, 4.5 

Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


87 Tavaris Thompson (Sr.) 
84 Chuck Walker (Jr) 
82 Antavious Wilson (Fr.) 
78 Brandon Campbell (ur) 
61 Josh Evans (Jr) 
71 Chad Schofield (Ur) 
68 Landis Provancha (Sr.) 
79 Daniel Baldridge (Sr.) 
16 Lee Smith (Jur.) 

7 Jake Laudenslayer (Ur) 
29 Martin Ward (Fr) 


46 John Jacobs (Sr.) 

58 James Burkes (Sr.) 

95 Montel Glasco (Sr) 

94 John Youboty (So.) 

44 Corey Hart (ur.) 

47 Tyson Gale (So.) 

25 Devin Arrington (Fr.) 

15 D.J. Wingate (ur) 

11 Zearrick Matthews (Sr) 

19 John Saunders (Sr.) 
6 Ahmed Shakoor (So.) 


KR 5 Darius Marshall (Jr) 
PR 80 Courtney Edmonson (Sr) 


Marshall SID 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Buffalo has big shoes to fill in 
quarterback Drew Willy, who established 
nearly every school passing record during his 
time with the Bulls. His replacement will likely 
be sophomore Zach Maynard, who saw 
limited action in eight games last season. The 
left-handed Maynard is a dual-threat signal- 
caller who played sparingly while backing up 
Willy in 2008. 

Whoever plays quarterback will have the 
luxury of handing off to one of the MAC’s 
most talented and deepest backfields. Start 
with first-team All-MAC pick James Starks, 
who possesses a lethal combination of 
breakaway speed and power. Starks is the only 
player in school history to have back-to-back 
1,000-yard seasons. 

Behind Starks are two other accomplished 
backs in shifty senior Mario Henry and 
bruising junior Brandon Thermilus, who 
could both start for most teams in the MAC. 

A talented receiving corps is led by Naaman 
Roosevelt, who smashed school records last fall 
by catching 104 passes for 1,402 yards and 13 
touchdowns. 

Other than quarterback, the other pressing 
issue on offense is the line, where three starters 
must be replaced from the record-breaking 
2008 offense. Returning starters are Peter 
Bittner, who has started all 26 games of his 
career, and senior right tackle Andrew West. 


15 


DEFENSE The strength of the Bulls’ defense 
clearly lies in its secondary. Start with arguably 
the top safety tandem in the league, senior 
Mike Newton and junior Davonte Shannon, 
who both received All-MAC honors last 
season. Also worthy of all-conference 
consideration are a trio of cornerbacks — 


Turner Gill has won 15 games in 
three seasons at UB. The Bulls won 
a total of 10 games in the seven 
years prior to his arrival. 


Sept. 5 at UTEP 28 UTEP 


junior Domonic Cook, senior Kendric 
Hawkins and junior Josh Thomas. 

The linebacker unit starts with third-team 
All-MAC selection Justin Winters, who had an 
incredibly productive ’08 campaign in his first 
year as a starter. Joining Winters as returnees 
who saw significant action are junior Raphael 
Akobundu, junior Tom Drewes and 
sophomore Scott Pettigrew. January enrollee 
Darius Willis is expected to push for playing 
time at middle linebacker right away. 

The Bulls have to replace three starters on 
the defensive line — Mike Thompson, the 
team’s tackles for a loss leader, steady end 
Andrae Smith and tackle Ron Hilaire. 
However, there are several young Bulls who 
seem poised to break out. The lone returning 
starter is junior Anel Montanez, who is 
coming off an outstanding performance in the 
International Bowl. Richie Smith is a good- 
looking tackle prospect who kept improving 
throughout his true freshmen season. 


SPECIALISTS Another expected strength for 
the Bulls is their special teams, led by 
returning placekicker A.J. Principe and punter 
Peter Pardon. Principe already ranks fifth on 
the all-time scoring list at UB, and first among 
kickers, after only two seasons. Fardon started 
as a true freshman, albeit at 26 years of age, 
after coming to Buffalo from Australia. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Turner Gill has certainly 


upped the ante at Buffalo in only three short 
seasons. Once a punch line, the Bulls have 
won back-to-back MAC East titles, and they 
won their first outright league title last year by 
stunning 12th-ranked Ball State 42-24 in the 
MAC Championship Game. Now comes the 
unavoidable question: Can the Bulls keep the 
momentum going? They have to replace Willy, 
and the offensive and defensive lines have to be 
rebuilt. Still, the Bulls appear to be the most 
talented team in the MAC East. A run at 
another division title should be expected. 


42-17 


Aug. W Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Pittsburgh Sept. 6 at Pittsburgh L 16-27 | Scoring 30.3 ppg 34 
Sept. 19. at UCF ee les W 30°28 | Rushing 1327 75 
ep a Sept. 20 at Missouri L 21-42 : 9 ”YPS 
Sept. 26 at Temple Sept. 27 at Central Michigan L 25-27 | Passing 237.6 ypg = 43 
Oct. 3 Central Michigan Oct. 11 Western Michigan L (ot) 28-34 | Total 370.3 ypg 54 
Oct. 10 Gardner Webb Oct. 18 Army W (ot) 27-24 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Akron Oke 0: Ot Wo 3219 | “scoring 28.2 7 
i Nov. 4 Miami (OH) W 37-17 ng -¢ PPg 
Oct. 24 atWestern Michigan | Nov. 13 at Akron W (ot) 43-40 | Rushing 173.0ypg 92 
Nov. 3 Bowling Green Nov. 21 at Bowling Green  W (ot) 40-34 | Passing 235.2 ypg 90 
Nov. 10 Ohio Nov. 28 Kent State L 21-24 | Total 408.2 ypg 94 
— Dec. 5 vs. Ball State (Detroit) W 42-24 . 
Nov. 18 at Miami (OH) Jan, 3 aeConnecticit [ 90-38 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 at Kent State #International Bow! +19 +136 3 
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HEAD COACH: TURNER GILL * RECORD AT SCHOOL; 15-2 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DANNY BARRETT » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: FRED 


‘3 (3 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 1 


(3: YEARS) 


THE QUOTE 
“Our expectations are always going to be to win 
the MAC championship, to go to a bowl game 
and to win a bow! game. That’s v 
program should be, that’s where v 
where we should be from j 


at this 
are and 
— Buffalo coach Turner Gill 
OFFENSE (5) 
18 Naaman Roosevelt (Sr) 
88 Brett Hamlin (Sr) 
77 Jordan Jerrold (ur) 
73 Peter Bittner (Jr.) 
69 Josh Violanti (So.) 
65 Ted Carlson (So.) 
72 Andrew West (Sr) 
82 Jesse Rack (Sr.) 
6 Zach Maynard (So.) 
29 Lawrence Rolle (Sr.) 
19 James Starks (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 40 Steven Means (Fr.) 

DT 74 Anel Montanez (Jr) 

DT 92 Dane Robinson (Sr.) 

DE 93 Terry Peden (Fr.) 

OLB 34 Justin Winters (Jr) 

MLB 1 Darius Willis (Fr.) 

OLB 51 Raphael Akobundu (ur.) 

CB 25 Domonic Cook (ur.) 
12 Kendric Hawkins (Sr.) 

7 Davonte Shannon (ur.) 

30 Mike Newton (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 Ad. Principe (Jr) 
P 13 Peter Fardon (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Zach Maynard, 3-1-7-0, OTD 

Rushing: James Starks, 272 car., 1,333 yds., 16 TDs 
Receiving: Naaman Roosevelt, 104 rec., 1,402 yds., 13 TDs 
Tackles: Justin Winters, 125, 58 solo 

Sacks: Justin Winters, 2 

Interceptions: Domonic Cook, 3 for 39 yds. 


2 Marcus Rivers (So.) 
5 Terrell Jackson (So.) 
68 Brian Kelly (ur) 
76 Matt Bacoulis (Sr.) 
55 Graham Whinery (Fr.) 
67 Gokhan Ozkan (Fr) 
78 Matt Ostrowski (So.) 
86 Kyle Brey (Jr) 
14 Jerry Davis (Fr.) 
31 Aaron Simon (Fr) 
28 Mario Henry (Sr.) 


96 Jaleel Verser (Fr.) 
54 Richie Smith (So.) 
63 Kevin Johnson (Sr) 
91 Willie Moseley (Fr.) 
33 Scott Pettigrew (So.) 
52 Tom Drewes (ur.) 
47 Imani Chatman (So.) 
22 Sherrod Lott (Ur) 
15 Josh Thomas (Jr) 
43 Chris Storr (Sr.) 

9 Alan Hayes (So.) 


KR 18 Naaman Roosevelt (Sr) 
PR 25Domonic Cook (Jr.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 


Buffalo SID 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


JONESBORO, ARK. ASU STADIUM (30,406) 


OFFENSE There's reason for optimism in the 
Red Wolves camp, especially on the offensive 
side, where the top three rushers and the top 
two receivers return to surround fourth-year 
starting quarterback Corey Leonard. Leonard 
has accounted for almost 7,300 career 
offensive yards — 1,400 of them rushing — 
and goes into his senior year as the league’s top 
two-way threat. More important, he cut his 
interceptions from 15 in 2007 to eight last 
year, and the Wolves as a team went from 24 
total turnovers to 15 and led the Sun Belt in 
turnover margin en route to setting a school 
record for total offense. 

Arkansas State also led the league in 
possession time, much of that due to Reggie 
Arnold. The Wolves’ workhorse had his third 
straight 1,000-yard season (1,074 yards), while 
running mate Derek Lawson went for 695 
yards (on a 7.2 average) as a freshman. Also 
back are receivers Jahbari McLennan and 
Brandon Thompkins, who combined for 64 
catches, and a solid blocker in tight end J. T. 
Jordan. 

The offensive front, however, is a different 
story. Both All-Sun Belt tackles and the 
starting center are gone; senior guard Dominic 
Padrta is the only full-time starter back, 
although juniors Drew Hilton and Alfred 
Louis rotated in a starting guard role last fall. 


101.3 


DEFENSE ASU’s experienced front wall is 
anchored by standout end Alex Carrington, a 
preseason Lott Award nominee who had 19 
tackles for a loss and 10.5 sacks last year, one 
sack shy of the Sun Belt record. Bryan Hall 
also had impressive tackles for a loss (nine) and 
sack (five) numbers as a sophomore and heads 
up the interior. 


Arkansas State returns 101.3 
percent of its rushing 
production. Departed players 
accounted for minus-33 
yards rushing last season. 


A i 


PT. 
SED VO 


The Wolves also have experience scattered 
over the rest of the unit, especially in the 
secondary, where safety M.D. Jennings, 
cornerback Daylan Walker and safety Evan 
Van Dolah ranked second, third and seventh 
on the team in tackles, respectively. Walker, 
though, is a question mark with a back injury 
that cost him the spring session. 

ASU struggled at times at linebacker last 
year, mostly because Darius Glover and Javon 
McKinnon were thrust into action as 
inexperienced sophomores. Now, both are 
battle-tested juniors. 


SPECIALISTS Josh Arauco gives the Red 
Wolves the league’s most consistent kicking 
threat. He made his first 15 field goal tries last 
year and finished 17-of-20 while missing only 
one extra point. ASU will break in a new 
punter and will seek more home run potential 
out of the return game, with Thompkins the 
most consistent in that unit. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Red Wolves opened 
the 2008 season with a win at Texas A&M and 
were 4—2 overall and 2-0 in Sun Belt play at 
midseason before losing four of six down the 
stretch. Two were last-minute losses in league 
play, and still ASU had a chance to tie for the 
league title and earn a bowl berth in the 
season's final week before suffering a season- 
ending loss to Troy. 

This year, the key positions on offense are 
manned by seniors who have been through the 
wars for at least two seasons, so figure on the 
Wolves turning around some of those close 
losses if the offensive front holds up. The 
defense should be solid if ASU can replace 
middle linebacker and leading tackler Ben 
Owens, and the kicking game has a weapon in 
Arauco. 

They'll all get an early test when Troy comes 
to Jonesboro in September. If the Wolves can 
pull off the early upset, it could be a year to 
remember. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (6-6, 4-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Miss. Valley State Aug. 30 at Texas A&M W 18-14 Offense PerGame _ Rank 
Sept. 12 at Nebraska Sept. 6 Texas Southern W 83-10 | Scoring 27.0 ppg 52 
Sept. 26 Troy Sept. 13 Southern Miss L 24-27 | Rushing 203.3 ypg 18 
Oct. 3 atIowa Sept. 20 MiddleTennessee W 31-14 | Passing 195.5ypg 80 
Oct. 13 at UL Monroe Sept. 27 at Memphis L 17-29 | Total 398.8 ypg 38 
Oct. 24 FIU Oct. 11 UL Monroe W 37-29 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 31 at Louisville Oct. 18 at UL Lafayette L 23-28 | Scoring  238ppg 53 
Nov. 7 UL Lafayette Nov. 1 at Alabama L 0-35. | Rushing 125.2ypg 32 
Nov. 14 at Florida Atlantic Nov. 8 atFIU L 21-22 | Passing 2113 ypg 63 
Nov. 21 at Middle Tennessee | Nov. 22 Florida Atlantic  W 28-14 | Total 336.5 ypg 46 
Nov. 28 North Texas Nov, 29 at North Texas VK TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 3 atWestern Kentucky | Dec. 6 at Troy Che ||), HY +0.75 18 


HEAD COACH: STEVE ROBERTS * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 37-47 (7 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 80-74-1 (15 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DOUG RUSE * DEFENSIVE COORD/NATOR: KEVIN CORLESS 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 
"Tt feels like I’ve been here 10 years. I feel 
like I’m the old grandpa on the team.” 
— ASU quarterback Corey Leonard 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 


DE 
DE 
oT 
OT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


9 Jahbari McLennan (Sr.) 
14 Brandon Thompkins (Sr.) 
67 Kiano Prater (Sr.) 

60 Dominic Padrta (Sr.) 
73 Tom Castilaw (Jr) 
61 Drew Hilton (Jr) 

72 Derek Newton (Sr) 
87 J.T. Jordan (Sr) 

1 Corey Leonard (Sr.) 
42 Jeff Blake (ur) 

2 Reggie Arnold (Sr.) 


FENSE (8) 
98 Alex Carrington (Sr) 
99 Khari Mays (Sr.) 
90 Bryan Hall (Jr.) 
54 Stanley Wakwe (Sr.) 
46 Darius Glover (Jr.) 
7 Greg Hardy (Sr.) 
5 Javon McKinnon (Jr) 
1 Cordarious Mingo (Sr.) 
13 Daylan Walker (Sr.) 
26 M.D. Jennings (Jr.) 
39 Evan Van Dolah (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
P 


89 Josh Arauco (Sr) 
83 Ryan Wilbourn (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Corey Leonard, 306-166-2,347-8, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Reggie Arnold, 197 car. 1,074 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Brandon Thompkins, 32 rec., 511 yds., 2 TDs 


Tackles: M.D. Jennings, 67, 42 solo 


Sacks: Alex Carrington, 10.5 
Interceptions: M.D. Jennings, 3 for 13 yds. 


4 Jarriel Norman (Sr) 
24 Taylor Clements (Sr.) 
74 Brian Evans (Fr.) 

68 Alfred Louis (Jr) 
65 Eric Allen (Fr) 

71 Sifa Etu (ur) 

70 Delano Moore (So.) 
80 Trevor Gillott (Sr) 
12 Brice Beck (Sr.) 

43 Jermaine Robertson (So.) 
22 Derek Lawson (So.) 


95 Jeremy Gibson (So.) 
92 Dorvus Woods (So.) 
79 Greg McCall (So.) 

91 Timothy Starson (Fr) 
23 Demario Davis (So.) 
30 Michael Adams (So.) 
52 Elroy Brown (So.) 
19 Walter Moody (Jr) 
28 Paul Stephens (Sr.) 
21 Kelcie McCray (So.) 
32 Jaquan Kilcrease (So.) 


KR 14 Brandon Thompkins (Sr) 
PR 13 Daylan Walker (Sr.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Arkansas State SID 


OFFENSE Coach Frank Solich very well could 
have his best offense at Ohio after the unit set 
several single-season school records in 2008 
despite a 4—8 record. 

Solich faces an interesting decision between 
seniors Boo Jackson and Theo Scott at 
quarterback. After Scott broke his collarbone in 
Week 2 at Ohio State, Jackson took control 
and fired a school-record 19 touchdown passes. 
He finished only 11 yards shy of the single- 
season school passing record and_ brings 
tremendous athleticism to the backfield. Scott 
has fully and will have an 
opportunity to reclaim his starting job. But 
both men will see the field this fall. 

The quarterbacks will have plenty of 


recovered 


weapons at their disposal, specifically wideout 
Taylor Price, an All-MAC candidate, and 
tailbacks Donte Harden and Chris Garrett. 
Garrett, a converted wide receiver, ended the 
year with a career-high 222 rushing yards and a 
school-record 321 all-purpose yards in a win 
against Miami (Ohio). Harden, meanwhile, 
averaged more than five yards per carry before 


ol 


Then again, it won't matter who touches the 
ball if Ohio doesn’t stop giving it away through 


his injury. 


Ohio committed 31 turnovers 
last season, four more than 
any other MAC team. Its 
turnover margin of minus-1.0 
ranked 110th nationally. 


fumbles and interceptions. The Bobcats were 
extremely generous last fall, committing a 
league-high 31 turnovers to go along with a 
league-worst 59 penalty yards per game. 
There are some depth concerns along the 
offensive line, as left tackle Josh Leuck departs 
and several redshirt freshmen enter the mix. 
But if Ohio gets things together up front 
and plays with greater discipline, there’s no 
reason why this unit can’t put up 30 points per 


game. 


DEFENSE A formidable front seven anchored 
by linebackers Noah Keller and Lee Renfro 
leads a defense that held its own last fall, 
finishing third in the league in total yards 
allowed and fourth against both the run and 
the pass. 

Ohio needs to identify another run-stopper 
up front after losing All-MAC selection 
Jameson Hartke, but the pass rush should be 
Curtis Kris 
Luchsinger and Conor Reilly all return. 

There are a few question marks in the 


improved as ends Meyers, 


secondary, but that group should be fine if 
senior Thad Turner develops into a top cover 
corner. Safety Steven Jackson earned third- 
team AII-MAC honors last year and could be 
the defense’s top playmaker after recording two 
interceptions and two forced fumbles as a 
junior. 


SPECIALISTS The Bobcats need to upgrade 
the kicking game, particularly punting, where 
they ranked next to last in the MAC in 2008. 
They have a new kicker in freshman Matt 
Weller, who hopes to give Ohio a more reliable 
leg from beyond 40 yards. Ohio's recurn teams 
should be very strong, particularly a kickoff 
return unit featuring Garrett and L.J. Flintall, 
who averaged 26.9 yards and 28.3 yards, 
respectively, on runbacks last fall. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Ohio has enough talent 


and experience on both sides of the ball to 
contend in the perennially wide-open MAC 
East, but not without being healthy and much 
more disciplined. Good teams can overcome 
injuries, and the Bobcats will have more 
options this year, particularly at the offensive 
skill positions. 

The schedule provides some exciting non- 
league opportunities, namely a home game 
against Connecticut and a trip to Tennessee, 
and Ohio can position itself for a postseason 
push with four of its final six games in Athens 
at Peden Stadium. 


Connecticut 
Sept. 12 at North Texas 
Sept. 19 Cal Poly 

Sept. 26 at Tennessee 
Oct. 3 at Bowling Green 
Oct. 10 at Akron 

Oct. 17 Miami (OH) 
Kent State 

Oct. 31 at Ball State 
Nov. 10 at Buffalo 
Northern Illinois 
Temple 


30 at Wyoming 
Sept. 6 at Ohio State 
Sept. 27 VMI 

Oct. 11 at Kent State 
Oct. 21 at Temple 


Oct. 28 Buffalo 


Nov. 22 Akron 
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Sept. 13 Central Michigan 
Sept. 20 at Northwestern 


Oct. 4 atWestern Michigan L 


Nov. 8 Bowling Green 


. 28 at Miami (OH) 


HEAD COACH: FRANK SOLICH * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 23-26 (4 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 81-45 (10 YEARS) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: T/M ALBIN, GERRY GDOWSKI * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JIMMY BURROW 


L 20-21 Offensé PerGame —_ Rank 
L 14-26 | Scoring 24.1 ppg 77 
L 28-31 | Rushing 128.5 ypg 79 
L 8-16 | Passing 232.9 ypg 45 
W 51-31 | Total 361.4 ypg 58 
20-41 Defense PerGame Rank 

W 26-19 | Scoring 27.3 ppg 70 
L 10-14 | Rushing 157.6 ypg 81 
L 19-32 | Passing 191.0 ypg 35 
L 3-28 | Total 348.6 ypg 54 
W 49-42 TO Margin PerGame — Rank 
-12 100 110 


THE QUOTE 
“Tt’s a lot better for us because they’re 
experienced and they know what they’re doing 
out here. It’s just a matter of executing. It’s not 
a deal where we’re starting from ground zero.” 


— Coach Frank Solich, on his depth at quarterback 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 23 Taylor Price (Sr.) 

WR 15 Riley Dunlop (So.) 

WR 7 LaVon Brazill (Jr) 
57 Chris Rodgers (Sr) 
77 Eric Herman (Fr) 
58 David White (Sr.) 
61 Michael Philibin (Sr.) 
60 Cole Bunner (Jr.) 
8 Boo Jackson (Sr.) 
39 Mitch Morsillo (Sr) 
28 Donte Harden (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 99 Curtis Meyers (ur) 
NT 95 Ernie Hodge (Jr) 
DT 67 Ad. Oxley (Jr) 

DE 54 Kris Luchsinger (Sr.) 
WLB 32 Lee Renfro (Sr.) 
MLB 47 Noah Keller (Jr) 
SLB 27 Errik Ejike (Sr.) 

CB 12 Thad Turner (Sr.) 

CB 4 Idris Lawrence (Sr) 
FS 42 Steven Jackson (Sr.) 
SS 29 Donovan Fletcher (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 49 Matt Weller (Fr.) 
P 43 Matt Schulte (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


11 Terrence McCrae (ur.) 
87 Steven Goulet (Ur) 
87 Steven Goulet (ur) 
Jonathan Lechner (Fr.) 
51 Matt Britain (Fr.) 
77 Eric Herman (Fr.) 
51 Matt Britain (Fr.) 
64 Vince Carlotta (Fr.) 
3 Theo Scott (Sr.) 
Tim Edmond (Fr.) 
2 Chris Garrett (Sr.) 


92 Conor Reilly (Sr.) 
67 Aw. Oxley (Ur) 
91 Corey Moncrief (Sr.) 
90 Tremayne Scott (Fr.) 
56 Brandon Weaver (So.) 
34 Jelani Woseley (Fr.) 
46 Alphonso Lewis (Fr.) 
9 Julian Posey (Ur) 
9 Julian Posey (ur) 
6 Hilton Dawson III (ur) 
20 Patrick Tafua (Sr) 


KR 2 Chris Garrett (Sr:) 
PR 7 LaVon Brazill (dr) 


Passing: Boo Jackson, 306-185-2,355-12, 19 TDs 
Rushing: Chris Garrett, 117 car., 529 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Taylor Price, 51 rec., 694 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Noah Keller, 104, 49 solo 


Sacks: Kris Luchsinger, 3.5 


Interceptions: Steven Jackson, 2 for 25 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Scott Gardner 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


OFFENSE Senior Kyle Reed, one of only 
seven quarterbacks in school history to 
complete at least 60 percent of his passes in a 
season (64.0 percent), returns as the starter. 
He'll be throwing to a deep and experienced 
wide receiver group led by senior Kevin 
Jurovich, a second-team AIl-WAC pick in 
2007, when he set a school single-season 
record for receptions with 85. Jurovich missed 
most of last season with mono. 

The Spartans must replace All-WAC 
running back Yonus Davis but will get a big 
boost in that department with the return of 
senior Patrick Perry, one of the stars of the 
2006 New Mexico Bow! championship team. 
Perry missed the last two years with a serious 
knee injury. 

The offensive line, once a glaring weakness, 
now figures to be a strength. No fewer than six 
linemen who have started at least 10 games in 
their career return, including four starters from 
last year’s squad. 


The Spartans allowed only nine 

passing touchdowns in 2008. Their 

overall pass defense (170.3 ypg) 

ranked 10th in the nation. 4 


DEFENSE Six starters return on a defense that 
ranked 21st nationally, The only loss of a full- 
time starter up front — All-WAC tackle Jarron 
Gilbert — is a big one. Still, the Spartans 
should field one of the conference's top lines. 
Senior end Carl Ihenacho was a second-team 
AII-WAC pick and was leading the nation in 
sacks with seven in seven games before 
dislocating and breaking his thumb. 

All three starters return from a linebacking 
unit that could rank at or near the top in the 
conference. However, the headliner will play 
more of a safety position this year. That's 
junior Duke Ihenacho (Carl’s younger 
brother), a first-team AII-WAC pick who led 
the league with five interceptions, including 
two returned for touchdowns. 


2009 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 at USC Aug. 30 California-Davis 
Sept. 12 Utah Sept. 6 at Nebraska 
Sept. 19 at Stanford Sept. 13 San Diego State 
Sept. 26 Cal Poly Sept. 20 at Stanford 
Oct. 10 Idaho Sept. 28 at Hawaii 
Oct. 17 at Fresno State Oct. 11 Utah State 


Oct. 31 at Boise State Oct. 


Nov. 8 Nevada Oct. 24 Boise State 
Nov. 14 at Utah State Nov. 1 at Idaho 
Nov. 21 Hawaii Nov. 8 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 28 New Mexico State Nov. 15 at Nevada 
Dec. 5 at Louisiana Tech Nov. 21 Fresno State 


HEAD COACH: DICK TOMEY * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STEVE MORTON 


2008 RESULTS (6-6, 4-4) 


18 at New Mexico State 


The Spartans will miss standout corners 
Coye Francies and Christopher Owens, both 
NFL Draft picks. Two sophomores, Peyton 
Thompson and Alex Germany, are the 
frontrunners, although Tomey didn’t rule out 
giving junior Devin Newsome, a starter at 
safety last year, a shot at corner. 


SPECIALISTS Senior Philip Zavala returns at 
punter after averaging 36.6 yards on 76 
attempts, including 20 that landed inside the 
20. The Spartans must replace erratic 
placekicker Jared Strubeck. Sophomore Tyler 
Cope, a transfer from Colorado who had a 46- 
yard field goal in a spring scrimmage, will 
battle incoming freshman Harrison Waid for 
that spot. 


FINAL ANALYSIS When San Jose State coach 
Dick Tomey says his team is playing a “very 
ambitious” non-conference schedule in 2009, 
he isn’t kidding. The Spartans open the season 
against defending Rose Bowl champion USC 
at the Coliseum, then return home the 
following week to host defending Sugar Bowl 
champ Utah at Spartan Stadium. Two BCS 
bowl game winners in two weeks. It doesn’t get 
much tougher than that. 

But Tomey welcomes back an experienced 
team that includes an amazing 30 seniors and 
11 returning starters. This could be Tomey’s 
finest and deepest team in his five years in 
Silicon Valley. 

The key for the Spartans, besides avoiding 
an ugly rash of injuries that derailed last 
season’s run at a bowl game, will be finding 
suitable replacements at corner and developing 
an effective ground game. San Jose State 
rushed for a grand total of two yards combined 
in its final three games of 2008 (all losses). 

If the Spartans can survive their September 
schedule both physically and emotionally and 
spring an upset or two along the way, they 
could make a strong run at another upper- 
echelon WAC finish and perhaps a bowl game. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


w 13-10 Offense PerGame Rank 
L 12-35 | Scoring 18.7 ppg 106 
W 35-10 | Rushing 86.7 ypg 115 
L 10-23 | Passing 196.2 ypg 79 
Ww 20-17 | ‘Total 282.8 ypg 112 
Ww 30-7 Defense Per Game Rank 
W 31-14 | Scoring 21.6 ppg 37 
L 16-33. | Rushing 141.4 ypg 63 
w 30-24 | Passing 170.3 ypg 10 
L 0-21 Total 311.7 ypg 21 
L 17-41 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
L 10-24 +8 +0.67 21 


5 (4 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 1 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KE 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


KEVIN JUROVIGH 
THE QUOTE 


“T can’t remember the last time San Jose State 
had a good solid three-year starter at 
quarterback. They need to find a couple solid 
high school products and groom them and get 
some consistency under center.” 
sistant coact 


— An of g WAC ¢ 


OFFENSE (5) 


WR 6 Kevin Jurovich (Sr) 
88 Jalal Beauchman (ur) 
9 Marquis Avery (Jr) 

66 John Konye (ur) 

72 \saac Leatiota (Jr) 

79 Ronnie Castillo (Sr.) 

73 Ailao Eliapo (ur.) 

59 Jon Moreno (Sr.) 
3 Terrance Williams (Sr.) 
7 Kyle Reed (Sr.) 

21 Patrick Perry (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 26 Mohamed Marah (Sr) 
DT 99 Justin Willis (Sr) 

DT 96 Adonis Davis (Sr.) 
DE 95 Carl Ihenacho (Sr.) 
LB 48 Ryno Gonzalez (Jr) 
LB 14 Travis Jones (Sr.) 

LB 93 Justin Cole (Sr) 

CB 5 Alex Germany (So.) 
CB 19 Peyton Thompson (So.) 
Ss 2 Duke Ihenacho (ur.) 
S 24 Devin Newsome (ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 34 Tyler Cope (So.) 
P 35 Philip Zavala (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Kyle Reed, 253-162-1,563-6, 9 TDs 

Rushing: Brandon Rutley, 79 car., 356 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Terrance Williams, 22 rec., 288 yds., 2TDs 
Tackles: Travis Jones, 72, 36 solo 

Sacks: Carl Ihenacho, 7 

Interceptions: Duke Ihenacho, 5 for 92 yds. 


4 Michael Avila (So.) 
83 Khalil Paden (So.) 

1 Josh Harrison (So.) 
65 Fred Koloto (So.) 
71 Nathaniel Timo (Sr) 
70 Robbie Reed (ur) 
75 Steve Lightsy (Sr) 
78 Andres Vargas (So.) 
82 Ryan Otten (Fr.) 
12 Jordan La Secla (ur) 
22 Lamon Muldrow (ur) 


98 Liam Smith (Sr) 

92 Pablo Garcia (So.) 

94 Kalvin Cressel (Sr.) 

91 Joe Nigos (So.) 

45 John Smith (Sr.) 

56 Braden Storaasli (Ur) 

32 Pompey Festejo (Ur) 
Brandon Driver (ur) 

30 Ralph Johnson (So.) 

40 Tiuke Tuipulotu (So.) 

25 Tanner Burns (So.) 


KR 15 Brandon Rutley (So.) 
PR 6 Kevin durovich (Sr.) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Peter Brouillet 


145 


OFFENSE A humbling and humiliating 
stumble to a 4-8 overall record in 2008 
prompted major changes on offense. Coach 
George O'Leary said he was not happy with 
the Knights, who finished ranked last 
nationally in total offense. He hired Charlie 
‘Taaffe to take over as offensive coordinator and 
reshuffled his lineup with the hope of putting 
UCF back on the winning track. 

Rob Calabrese had a grueling introduction 
to college football, becoming one of four true 
freshmen in the country to start at quarterback 
during the 2008 season. He faces another 
major test this offseason, with former Wake 
Forest backup Brett Hodges transferring to 
UCE. Calabrese remains the frontrunner to be 
the starting quarterback, but Hodges is a 
serious contender for the job. 

Brynn Harvey emerged as one of the few 
bright spots in the Knights’ offense during the 
abysmal 2008 campaign. He is an explosive 
runner who showed improvement reading the 
defense and pass blocking during the spring. 


119 


The wide receiver corps was hit the hardest 
by a string of injuries that crippled the 
Knights’ offense during the 2008 season. UCF 
now has a strong and deep rotation of 
receiving threats led by senior Rocky Ross. 

The Knights’ biggest question entering the 
2009 season is whether their re-tooled offensive 
line can step up and perform well. Brent Key, a 
former All-ACC lineman at Georgia Tech, has 
taken over as the Knights’ offensive line coach, 
and the group has responded well to his 
leadership. Defensive linemen Theo Goins and 
Wes Tunuufi Sauvao switched to offense, with 
Goins slated to start at left guard and Sauvao 


The Knights ranked 119th, or last, 
nationally last year in total 
offense. The performance 
prompted numerous changes, 
including the hiring of offensive 
coordinator Charlie Taaffe. 


2009 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 Samford 
Sept. 12 at Southern Miss 
Sept. 19 Buffalo 
Sept. 26 at East Carolina 


Sept. 6 South Florida 


Sept. 27 at UTEP 


Oct. 3 Memphis Oct. 4 SMU 

Oct. 17 Miami Oct. 11 at Miami 
Oct. 24 at Rice Oct. 26 at Tulsa 

Nov. 1 Marshall Nov. 2 East Carolina 
Nov. 7 atTexas Nov. 8 Southern Miss 
Nov. 14 Houston Nov. 15 at Marshall 
Nov. 21 Tulane Nov. 22 at Memphis 
Nov. 28 at UAB Nov. 29 UAB 
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2008 RESULTS (4-8, 3-5) 
Aug. 30 South Carolina State W 


Sept. 20 at Boston College L 


HEAD COACH: GEORGE OLEARY * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 26-36 (5 YEARS) » CAREER RECORD: 78-69 (12 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHARLIE TAAFFE * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE HUXTABLE 


iscsi accion 8 


serving as the backup center. Senior center Ian 
Bustillo and junior right tackle Jah Reid are the 
veterans of the group. 


DEFENSE Senior Torrell Troup is the best 
player on the Knights’ roster and should get a 
lot of attention from NFL scouts during the 
2009 season. Travis Timmons, Bruce Miller 
and David Williams join Troup to form a 
dominant defensive front for the Knights. 

Seniors Cory Hogue and Jordan Richards 
return to the lineup after being sidelined by 
injuries last season, bringing a heavy dose of 
leadership and fiery energy to the talented 
linebacker rotation. 

Darin Baldwin, Emery Allen, Derrick 
Hallman, Reggie Weams and Justin Boddie are 
eager to fill the vast holes left by some of the 
best playmakers in school history, most 
notably Joe Burnett. Freshmen Josh Robinson 
and Jarrett Swaby, who both enrolled early and 
participated in spring football, should 
contribute to the secondary this season. 


SPECIALISTS With Burnett gone, Robinson 
and wide receivers Kamar Aiken and Khymest 
Williams will battle for the return duties. 
Kicker Nick Cattoi will face some competition 
from newcomers Jamie Boyle and David 
Bohner, while prolific punter Blake Clingan 
will be returning for his third season as a starter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Troup needs to be a beast 
up front and continue the trend of the 
Knights’ defense controlling games for its still- 
developing offense. The fresh faces in the 
secondary don't have much room for error 
against talented non-conference teams and 
high-scoring Conference USA _ offenses. 
Calabrese, Harvey and the wide receivers have 
stepped up their play, but the Knights’ 
offensive line remains a huge question mark. 

UCF has the pieces to climb back up the 
Conference USA standings, but it won't be an 
easy trip for O'Leary and the Knights. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 

17-0 Offense PerGame —_ Rank 

L (ot) 24-31 | Scoring 16.6ppg 113 
7-34 | Rushing 113.3 ypg 98 

L 13-58 | Passing 116.3ypg 115 
W 31-17 | Total 229.5 ypg 119 
L 14-20 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
L 19-49 | Scoring 24.1 ppg 54 
L (ot) 10-13 | Rushing 126.1 ypg 33 
L 6-17 | Passing 207.7 ypg 58 
W 30-14 | Total 333.8 ypg = 43 
W = 28-21 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
L 0-15 +1 +0.08 55 


THE QUOTE 
“Nobody was happy with how we played last 
season, and that’s fine if people don’t expect 
us to win much again this year. We like being 

underdogs. We’re working hard and 
will do whatever it takes to get back 
to the top of Conference USA.” 


— Travis Timmons, UCF senior defensive tackle 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 5 Rocky Ross (Sr.) 
81 Kamar Aiken (Jr) 
77 Nick Pieschel (So.) 
68 Theo Goins (Fr.) 
73 lan Bustillo (Sr.) 
63 Steven Robinson (Fr.) 
76 Jah Reid (ur.) 
88 Adam Nissley (So.) 

4 Rob Calabrese (So.) 

24 Brendan Kelly (Fr.) 
34 Brynn Harvey (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

LE 48 David Williams (ur) 
LT 95 Travis Timmons (Sr.) 
RT 98 Torrell Troup (Sr.) 
RE 49 Bruce Miller (Jr) 
OLB 56 Jordan Richards (Sr.) 
MLB 59 Cory Hogue (Sr.) 
OLB 57 Lawrence Young (Jr) 
CB 22 Emery Allen (Sr.) 

CB 21 Darin Baldwin (ur) 
SS 40 Reggie Weams (ur) 
FS 38 Derrick Hallman (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 16 Nick Cattoi (So.) 
P 4] Blake Clingan (ur.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


6 Brian Watters (Jr.) 
9 Jamar Newsome (ur.) 
75 Mike Buxton (ur) 
Abre Leggins (Jr.) 
65 Wes Tunuufi Sauvao (Jr) 
62 Rey Cunha (Fr.) 
74 Chad Hounshell (Fr.) 
83 John Lubischer (Jr) 
Brett Hodges (Sr.) 
32 Billy Giovanetti (Fr.) 
28 Latavius Murray (So.) 


53 Darius Nall (So.) 

92 Chris Martin (Fr.) 

46 Rashidi Haughton (ur) 
99 Jarvis Geathers (Sr.) 
42 Loren Robinson (Fr.) 
54 Chance Henderson (St.) 
55 Alex Thompson (Sr.) 
20 Josh Robinson (Fr.) 
23 Justin Boddie (Jr) 

25 Jarrett Swaby (Fr) 
18 Vance King (Fr) 


KR 82 Khymest Williams (ur) 
PR 20 Josh Robinson (Fr.) 


Passing: Rob Calabrese, 165-65-664-5, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Brynn Harvey, 125 car., 519 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Brian Watters, 42 rec., 594 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Lawrence Young, 72, 46 solo 


Sacks: Bruce Miller, 7 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Mike DeHoog 


OFFENSE Akron returns nine starters from an 
offense that scored 40 points or more in five 
games last year and boasts one of the MAC’s 
best receiving corps heading into the fall. This 
unit, much like the team, isn’t far away from a 
breakthrough, and head coach J.D. Brookhart 
helped matters by making two key coaching 
hires. 

Brookhart landed former Miami (Ohio) 
head coach Shane Montgomery as offensive 
coordinator and former Pitt head coach Walt 
Harris as quarterbacks coach/passing game 
coordinator. The hope is that Montgomery 
and Harris can mentor senior quarterback 
Chris Jacquemain, who has the weapons 
around him to take a major step forward. All- 
MAC wide receivers Andre Jones and Deryn 
Bowser highlight the passing attack after 
combining for 111 receptions and 11 
touchdown catches last fall. The Zips also 
return a third starter in Jeremy Bruce and 
boast excellent depth with senior Dashan 
Miller, who started eight games last season. 

Jacquemain should get time in the pocket as 
four starters return on the line. 

Running back is a bit hazy after All-MAC 
performer Dennis Kennedy graduated, but 
senior Alex Allen will be joined by two exciting 
young prospects, Louisville transfer Dale 
Martin and former Ohio State commit DeVoe 


Torrence. 


Akron lost four games by a total of 
16 points last season, including three 
MAC contests. The near misses 
denied the Zips a winning season 
and most likely a bow! appearance. 


DEFENSE The 3-3-5 scheme isn't going 
anywhere, but Akron needs to improve against 
the run and start generating more pressure on 
opposing quarterbacks. Akron ranked near the 
bottom of the MAC in both rush defense and 
sacks last year, and it’s no secret that any 
turnaround on defense must start up front. 


2003 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (5-7, 3-5) 


The Zips’ line remains very young, but the 
team returns All-MAC end Almondo Sewell 
and should finally get lowa transfer Ryan Bain 
on the field. Sidelined by injuries and a 
suspension last fall, Bain could make a huge 
difference at nosetackle against the run. 

Former Illinois defensive coordinator Vince 
Okruch joins the staff to work with a 
linebacker corps now led by junior Mike 
Thomas, an All-MAC candidate. If Thomas 
blossoms as a leader and Sean Fobbs, Al-Teric 
Balaam and Aaron Williams transition well to 
bigger roles, this should be a solid group. 

Three starters return in the secondary, led 
by cornerback Miguel Graham, who led the 
team in interceptions (three) and ranked 
second in pass breakups last fall. The coaches 
are high on Jalil Carter, who returns to a 
starting safety spot alongside Wayne Cobham. 
The Zips return plenty of experience in the 
back half and add a potential playmaker in 
junior college transfer Diamond Weaver. 


SPECIALISTS Both starting specialists return, 
but for a team that fell short too many times 
last year, this area must improve in 2009. Igor 
Iveljic tied for second in the MAC in made 
field goals (18) last year but ranked near the 
bottom in percentage (64.3). John Stec ranked 
10th in punting average (37.1). 


FINAL ANALYSIS Akron isn’t far away in the 
perennially wide-open MAC East, and if the 
Zips find ways to close out games, they should 
be right there come late November. Brookhart 
scored big with Montgomery and Harris, and 
if Jacquemain becomes a little more consistent, 
there’s no reason to think that the Zips can’t 
have one of the league’s most powerful 
offenses. Then again, it might not matter if the 
defense doesn’t make strides after a poor 2008. 
The program enters a critical year with a new 
stadium opening Sept. 12, and Brookhart 
could use a boost following three losing 
seasons. 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 at Penn State Aug. 30 at Wisconsin L 17-38 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Morgan State Sept. 6 at Syracuse W 42-28 | Scoring 30.0 ppg 36 
Sept.19 Indiana Sept. 13 Ball State L 24-41 | Rushing 165.2 ypg 45 
Sept. 26 at Central Michigan | Sept. 20 at Army W 22-3] Passing 231.5 ypg 46 
Oct. 10 Ohio Sept. 27 Cincinnati L 15-17 | Total 396.7 ypg 40 
Oct. 17 at Buffalo Oct. 4 at Kent State W (ot) 30-27 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Syracuse Oct. 11 Bowling Green L 33-37 | Scoring 31.3 ppg 95 
Oct. 31 atNorthern Illinois | Oct. 18 at Eastern Michigan W 42-35 | Rushing 187.2ypg 100 
Nov. 7 Kent State Nov. 5 Toledo w 47-30 | Passing 2104ypg 61 
Nov. 13 Temple Nov. 13 Buffalo L (ot) 40-43 | Total 397.6 ypg = 90 
Nov. 20 at Bowling Green Nov. 22 at Ohio emi TO Margin’ PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 Eastern Michigan N. 28 at Temple L 6-27 | +6 +0.50 28 


HEAD COACH: /.D. BROOKHART * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 27-33 (5 YEARS) « CAREER RECORD; 27-33 (5 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SHANE MONTGOMERY * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ji FLEMING 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


by: JONES 


THE QUOTE 


a 


“T really love the mentality of the defense. They 
are playing with a chip on their shoulder and 
playing like they have something to prove.” 

— Akron coach J.D. Brookhart 


OFFENSE (9) 


WR 21 Andre Jones (Sr.) 
12 Jeremy Bruce (Sr.) 
1 Deryn Bowser (Sr.) 
75 Corey Woods (ur.) 
71 Mike Ward (Jr.) 
51 Elliott Bates (Sr.) 
78 Zack Anderson (Sr.) 
73 Jake Anderson (So.) 
84 Rhyne Ladrach (Fr) 
11 Chris Jacquemain (Sr.) 
10 Alex Allen (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 56 Almondo Sewell (Jr.) 
NT 92 Ryan Bain (Sr) 
DE 45 Joe Rash (So.) 
LB 20 Mike Thomas (Jr.) 
47 Al-Teric Balaam (Sr.) 
23 Sean Fobbs (ur.) 
6 Manley Waller (So.) 
11 Miguel Graham (Sr.) 
2 Jalil Carter (Jr.) 
27 Wayne Cobham (Sr.) 
48 Tyler Campbell (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 45 Igor Iveljic (ur.) 
P 38 John Stec (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Jeremy LaFrance (Jr.) 

88 Dashan Miller (Sr.) 
80 Nadir Brown (Fr.) 
69 Casey Estrada (Sr) 
79 Jason Sekinger (Jr) 
53 Dan Ronsman (So.) 
79 Jason Sekinger (Jr) 
65 Adam Bice (Fr.) 
83 Mike Polinski (ur.) 

5, Matt Rodgers (So.) 

4 DeVoe Torrence (Fr.) 


97 James Harvey (So.) 

60 Dan Marcoux (So.) 
Phil Tonga (ur) 

25 Aaron Williams (So.) 

31 Troy Gilmer (Fr) 

25 Aaron Williams (So.) 
Diamond Weaver (ur.) 

19 Dante Barnes (ur.) 

26 Kevin Davis (Ur) 

28 Amin Kabir (Sr.) 

26 Kevin Davis (Ur) 


KR 88 Dashan Miller (Sr.) 
PR 21 Andre Jones (Sr.) 


Passing: Chris Jacquemain, 399-231-2,748-14, 20 TDs 


Rushing: Alex Allen, 32 car. 152 


yds., 3TDs 


Receiving: Deryn Bowser, 64 rec., 785 yds., 4TDs 
Tackles: Mike Thomas, 81, 48 solo 


Sacks: Mike Thomas, 2.5 
Interceptions: Miguel Graham, 3 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Akron SID 


LOCKHART 


OFFENSE A top 25 passing outfit nationally 
in 2008, the Owls are again awash in skill- 
position tools. Fourth-year starter Rusty 
Smith, the Motor City Bowl MVP, threw for 
over 3,200 yards and 24 touchdowns, though 
he has to complete better than 53.8 percent of 
his tosses for FAU to thrive. 

Cortez Gent is the undisputed top wide 
receiver target, averaging 62 catches and a 
shade over 1,000 in the past two years. The 
Owls are unusual in that they can roll out not 
one, not two, but three productive tight ends 
in Jamari Grant, Rob Housler and Jason 
Harmon. Harmon, a senior, suffered a season- 
ending knee injury in the 2008 spring game 
bur reeled in 63 passes in 2007. 

The dilemma for Darryl Jackson, who was 
promoted from receivers coach to offensive 
coordinator, is striking a pass-run balance 
minus 1,000-yard rusher Charles Pierre. With 
Jeff Blanchard sidelined by a torn ACL, Willie 
Floyd has first crack at tailback, while fullback 
Willie Rose is content to blaze a trail and pick 
up a hard yard. 

FAU's offensive line did a terrific job of 
protecting Smith last year, and enough veteran 
elements return for a repeat. Lavoris Williams 
is back at left tackle, but massive senior right 
tackle Carl Spitale (340 pounds), a role player 
last season, is the key to the unit. 


DEFENSE The graduation of linebacker Frantz 
Joseph, the second-leading tackler in the 
nation, is the deepest of six holes the Owls 
must fill in the front seven. 

Junior Daniel Joseph (no relation to Frantz), 
a former walk-on, came on strong at the end of 
last season at defensive end. He flanks the lone 
returning starter on the line, Josh Savidge. 


Howard Schnellenberger is 
6-0 in bowl games in 24 
seasons as head coach. That’s 
the most bowl appearances of 
any FBS coach without a loss. 


The linebacker corps has to be completely 
reconstituted. Senior Edward Bradwell’s first 
start of 2008 was the Motor City Bowl, but 
he’s a veritable veteran next to juniors Michael 
Lockley and Malik Eugene. 

Former Freshman All-American Tavious 
Polo lost his starting corner slot to Tarvoris 
Hill early last season, bur now both are 
linchpins in the Owls’ best defensive unit. 
Junior Ed Alexander returns at free safety, 
while Austin Jensen and Rod Huggins duel for 
strong safety consideration. 

Florida Atlantic ranked in the lowest 10th in 
the FBS in sacks and tackles for a loss in 2008; 
neither category looks ready for an uptick this 
fall. A lot is riding on the experienced 
secondary to provide run support and create 
some turnovers. 


SPECIALISTS Senior Keegan Peterson sufficed 
as punter last fall, netting 38.3 yards per boot. 
He could be pushed by Micky Groody. The 
Owls are in the market for a field goal 
specialist since Warley Leroy graduated; junior 
Ross Gornall and freshman Matthew 
McLaughlin are in the hunt. FAU got very 
little out of the return game in 2008, but Polo 
returns as the primary punt recurner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Ics easy to forget that this 


is only Florida Atlantic's fourth season in the 
FBS, considering that coach Howard 
Schnellenberger has guided the program to 
consecutive bowl victories. Now, however, the 
standards are starting to rise. The Owls frankly 
underachieved by finishing in a tie for third in 
the Sun Belt Conference last year, and the 
pressure will fall on the offense to do that well 
this time around. 

The Smith-to-Gent air route should be 
fruitful, and no one in the league can boast of 
a better raft of tight ends. Bur FAU must show 
it can at least slow the run with a revamped 
front seven, or the Owls will have a tough time 
contending for a Sun Belt title. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (7-6, 4-3) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Nebraska Aug. 30 at Texas L 10-52 | [Res PerGame Rank 
Sept. 19 at South Carolina Sept. 6 UAB W 49-34! Scoring  25.lppg «62 
Sept. 26 UL Monroe Sept, 13 at Michigan State L 0-17 | Ruching 1388ypg 66 
Oct. 3 Wyoming pa c . ee : ae Passing 254.8ypg 25 
Oct. 17 at North Texas = g ct a 7-39 | [otal «398.5 ypg 42 
Oct. 24 at UL Lafayette Oct. 18 at Western Kentucky w 24-20 | LECISaEDASTen ETT 
Oct. 31 Middle Tennessee Oct. 25 at UL Monroe w 29-28 | Scoring 28.7 ppg 81 
Nov. 7 atUAB Nov. 8 North Texas W 46-13 | Rushing 1787ypg 98 
Nov. 14 Arkansas State Nov. 15 UL Lafayette W 40-29 | Passing 221.7 ypg 81 
Nov. 21 at Troy Nov. 22 at Arkansas State L 14-28 Total 400.4 ypg 92 
Nov. 28 Western Kentucky | Now 29 FIU ~ eae TO Margin Per Game Rank 
Dec. 5 at FIU Dec. 26 #Central Michigan W 24-21 9 0.69 101 


148 


#Motor City Bow! 
HEAD COACH: HOWARD SCHNELLENBERGER * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 48-48 (8 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 148-125-23 (24 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DARRYL JACKSON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KIRK HOZA 


RUSTY SMITH 


THE QUOTE 


“We were slightly disappointed in last year, but 


we finished 6-1 down the stretch. We’ve 
try to carry that momentum into this son, 


got to 


FAU offensive coordinator Darryl Jackson 


OFFENSE (8) 
16 Cortez Gent (Sr.) 

7 Chris Bonner (Sr.) 
70 Lavoris Williams (Jr.) 
72 David Matlock (Sr.) 
76 Ryan Wischnefski (ur.) 
73 Kevin Miller (Sr.) 

74 Carl Spitale (Sr.) 
87 Jamari Grant (Sr.) 
11 Rusty Smith (Sr) 
46 Willie Rose (Sr.) 
28 Willie Floyd (ur) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 98 Jamere Johnson (So.) 
DT 93 Jarvis Givens (So.) 
DT 95 Josh Savidge (ur) 
DE 99 Daniel Joseph (ur) 
OLB 39 Malik Eugene (ur) 
MLB 45 Michael Lockley (Ur) 
OLB 47 Ed Bradwell (Sr.) 
CB ‘9 Tarvoris Hill (So.) 
CB 5 Tavious Polo (ur.) 
SS 37 Austin Jensen (Ur) 
FS 38 Ed Alexander (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 20 Russ Gornall (Ur) 
P 22 Keegan Peterson (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


1 Avery Holley (Jr) 

4 Conshario Johnson (Sr.) 
78 Troy Niblack (Fr.) 
53 Samuel McRoy (So.) 
79 Jordan Sessa (Fr.) 
62 Chris White (So.) 
64 Max Karrick (So.) 
88 Jason Harmon (Sr.) 
12 Jeff VanCamp (ur) 
32 Alfred Morris (So.) 
30 Mike Barasch (Fr.) 


92 Kevin Cyrille (So.) 
91 Andy Czuprynski (Fr.) 
58 Dino Cox (Ur) 
89 Nick Osborne (Fr.) 
48 Yourhighness Morgan (Fr) 
42 Alex Pattee (Fr.) 
44 Mark Soto (So.) 
21 Erick McIntosh (Sr.) 
6 Darian Thomas (So.) 
10 Rod Huggins (ur) 
18 Antonio Rodriguez (Fr.) 


KR 28 Willie Floyd (Jr) 
PR 5 Tavious Polo (ur) 


Passing: Rusty Smith, 435-234-3,224-14, 24 TDs 
Rushing: Willie Rose, 63 car., 308 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Cortez Gent, 60 rec., 935 yds., 9TDs 


Tackles: Ed Alexander, 42, 26 solo 


Sacks: Daniel Joseph, 2 


Interceptions: Ed Alexander, 3 for 24 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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SMU SID 


OFFENSE June Jones did not light up the 
scoreboards in his first year in Dallas, but the 
Mustangs should be in better position to put 
up some big numbers this season. Quarterback 
Bo Levi Mitchell was a true freshman when he 
was handed the reins of the new offense last 
year, and he finished with mixed results — a 58 
percent completion percentage, 240 yards per 
game and 24 touchdowns vs. 23 interceptions. 
Mitchell has a year in the system now, plus all 
four starting wide receivers back, including 
gamebreakers Emmanuel Sanders and Aldrick 
Robinson. 

Sanders and Robinson both put up big 
numbers and hope to improve upon them as 
they get more comfortable in the new offense. 
Sanders holds several career marks at SMU and 
was 11th in the nation with 95.8 receiving 
yards per game. Robinson was slightly better, 
finishing sixth with 104.7 yards per game as he 
used his superior speed to create several big 
plays. Converted quarterback Justin Willis and 
Cole Loftin will also be in the receiver rotation. 


190 


The offensive scheme does not call for many 
running plays, which ideally allows a running 
back to burst past a pass-rushing defensive line 
when he does get the call. That did not happen 
much last season, as the Mustangs were last in 
the nation in rushing with 41.4 yards per game. 

Three starters return on a young offensive 
line that will feature four sophomores and 
senior center Mitch Enright. 


SMU’s leading rusher Andrew 
McKinney ran for 190 yards last 
season, a total that was 
exceeded by a player in a single 
game 48 times last season. 


DEFENSE The Mustangs were at the bottom 
of nearly every defensive statistical category, 
including scoring (115th), total defense 
(118th), rushing defense (116th) and passing 
defense (101st). 


SMU is switching from a 4-3 to a 3-4 
alignment to get more speed on the field and 
free up athletic Youri Yenga, who is moving 
from defensive end to linebacker. Other 
linebackers include leading tackler Pete Fleps 
and senior Chase Kennemer, who was very 
productive late last season when he started the 
final two games. 

The defensive line will feature three new 
starters, including January enrollee Marquis 
Frazier, a junior college transfer who will start 
right away at end. 

The secondary returns all four starters, plus 
a fifth player — Bryce Hudman — who 
started in 2007 at safety before being 
suspended in 2008. Sanders, in addition to his 
wide receiver duties, will play nickelback for 
the first time in college after playing defensive 
back in high school. 


SPECIALISTS Texas A&M transfer Matt 
Szymanski will take over the punting and 
kicking duties. Szymanski was 17-of-30 on 
field goals in two years at A&M and was the 
backup punter. Diminutive B.J. Lee (5'5", 
152) is the primary kick returner, and Willis is 
slated to return punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If you break a team into 
four quadrants — rushing offense, rushing 
defense, passing offense, passing defense — 
SMU is batting 1-for-4. Obviously, that 
doesn't bode well. SMU’s passing game figures 
to be a credible threat this season as the unit 
will have a full year in Jones’ complex scheme, 
and the running game may improve just as a 
byproduct of a more efficient aerial attack. 

Coming off a 1-11 season, SMU will take 
wins anywhere it can get them. Home dates 
against Stephen F. Austin, Rice and Tulane 
look inviting, and UAB and Washington State 
can be had on the road. Four wins would be 
solid signs of progress with expectations of a 
bowl game in 2010, but only if the defense 
makes measurable improvement. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (1-11, 0-8) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Stephen F. Austin Aug. 29 at Rice L 27-56 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 at UAB Sept. 6 Texas State W 47-36 | Scoring 21.3 ppg 93 
Sept. 19 atWashington State | Sept. 13 at Texas Tech L 7-43 | Rushing 414ypg 119 
Oct. 3 atTCU Sept. 20 TCU L 7-48 | Passing 272.9 ypg 7 
Oct. 10 East Carolina Sept. 25 at Tulane L 27-34 | Total 314.3 ypg 98 
Oct. 17 Navy Oct. 4 at UCF Bb 31 Defense PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 24 at Houston Oct. 11 Tulsa L 31-37 | Scoring 38.2 ppg 115 
Oct. 31 atTulsa Oct. 18 Houston L 38-44 | Rushing 225.6ypg 116 
Nov. 7 Rice Oct. 25 at Navy L 7-34 | Passing 253.9 ypg 101 
Nov. 14 UTEP Nov. 8 Memphis L 26-31 | Total 479.5 ypg =-:118 
Nov. 21 at Marshall Nov. 15 at UTEP L 10-36 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Tulane Nov. 29 Southern Miss L 12-28 -3 1.08 13 


HEAD COACH: JUNE JONES * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1-11 (1 YEAR) * CAREER RECORD: 77-52 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JUNE JONES * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TOM MASC 


THE QUOTE 


“Guys have bought into what we’re doing 
and now they’re doing what winners do.” 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 24 Aldrick Robinson (Jr) 
WR 17 Emmanuel Sanders (Sr.) 
11 Cole Beasley (So.) 

18 Terrance Wilkerson (So.) 
70 Kelvin Beachum (So.) 
77 Josh LeRibeus (So.) 
51 Mitch Enright (Sr) 
64 Bryce Tennison (So.) 
79 J.T. Brooks (So.) 

9 Bo Levi Mitchell (So.) 

1 Chris Butler (ur) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 47 Taylor Thompson (So.) 
NG 93 Chris Parham (Jr) 

DE 99 Marquis Frazier (ur.) 
LB 89 Patrick Fleming (Jr) 
LB 52 Pete Fleps (ur.) 

LB 29 Chase Kennemer (Sr) 
LB 45 Youri Yenga (ur) 

CB 12 Derrius Bell (Jr) 

CB 6 Bryan McCann (Sr) 
SS 10 Rock Dennis (Sr.) 

FS 22 Chris Banjo (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 6 Matt Szymanski (ur) 
P 6 Matt Szymanski (Jr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


— SMU coach June Jones 


7 E.J. Drewery (Fr) 
84 Cole Loftin (Fr.) 

16 Justin Willis (Sr) 
88 Bradley Haynes (So.) 
76 Josh Emshoff (Fr) 

71 Kelly Turner (So.) 
63 Blake McJunkin (So.) 
78 Jordan Free (Fr) 
61 Sidney Nwangwu (Fr.) 
14 Braden Smith (Fr) 

4 Bryce Lunday (So.) 


91 Torlan Pittman (So.) 
97 Evan Huahulu (So.) 
90 Kevin Grenier (So.) 
54 Aaron Davis (So.) 
39 Ryan Moczygemba (ur.) 
40 Justin Smart (Jr) 
32 Robert Parker (Fr.) 
31 Bennie Thomas (ur) 
28 Keith Robinson (So.) 
20 Ryan Smith (Fr.) 

25 Bryce Hudman (Sr) 


KR 21 B.J. Lee (So.) 
PR 16 Justin Willis (Sr.) 


Passing: Bo Levi Mitchell, 410-236-2,865-23, 24TDs 
Rushing: Chris Butler, 33 car., 174 yds., OTD 
Receiving: Emmanuel Sanders, 67 rec., 958 yds., 9 TDs 


Tackles: Pete Fleps, 106, 67 solo 
Sacks: Youri Yenga 6.5 


Interceptions: Bryan McCann, 3 for 0 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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BOWLING GREEN, OHIO DOYT PERRY STADIUM (24, 


After living on a steady diet of the 
spread, the Falcons are adjusting to Dave 
Clawson’s scheme — a hybrid version of the 
West Coast offense. We'll see more two-back 
alignments, and quarterback Tyler Sheehan 
will be taking the majority of the snaps under 
center after operating out of the shotgun in the 
past. Sheehan has made 25 starts over the past 
two seasons and has the arm and the smarts to 
perform at the level Clawson is going to 
demand. Sheehan is efficient — his 66.8 
percent completion rate last year was the 
second-best ever at Bowling Green — and 
versatile. He threw for 2,610 yards and 20 
touchdowns and added seven more scores on 
the ground. 

There is a glut of talent in the backfield, 
with two of the top three rushers from last year 
returning. Chris Bullock provides the power 
inside, while Willie Geter is more elusive. 

Freddie Barnes, who has 123 catches over 
the past two seasons, is the first option at 
wideout. He'll make the spectacular catch and 
be reliable over the middle. Tight end Jimmy 
Scheidler turned some heads with two 
touchdown catches against Pittsburgh. 

The Falcons have some new talent moving 
into the picture on the offensive line after 
losing one side of their line to graduation. 
They can only hope to find the same stability 
they enjoyed last season, when the same five 
linemen made all 12 starts. 


Bowling Green has defeated a BCS 
conference opponent in each of the 
past two Seasons — Minnesota in 

2007 and Pittsburgh in ’08. 


There is less experience returning 
on defense. The picture got cloudier when 
senior nosetackle Mike Ream, the lone 
returning starter on the defensive line, got 
booted off the team in the spring for a 
violation of rules. With Ream gone, the 
Falcons will rely on a group of players who 


a 


a 


filled backup roles a year ago to step in as 
regulars. 

With an unproven line up front, the 
linebackers become critical parts of the 
defensive attack. Jerett Sanderson returns, and 
his 68 tackles, two interceptions and eight pass 
breakups from a year ago make him all- 
conference material as a senior. 

Despite losing both starting cornerbacks, 
the Falcons should once again field one of the 
better secondaries in the MAC. Safeties Jahmal 
Brown and PJ. Mahone return. Mahone led 
the Falcons with 95 tackles and added three 
interceptions. 


Nick Tovinelli returns for his 
third year as Bowling Green's punter after 
being named third-team All-MAC last season. 
His 40.4 yards per punt average and 12 punts 
inside the opponent's 20-yard line make him a 
field position weapon. The placekicking chores 
will likely go to freshman Jerry Phillips. 


The folks in the power 
tower at Bowling Green brought in Clawson 
because they were not happy with the status of 
the program — serious character issues were 
overshadowing the program's relative success 
on the field. 

Clawson has taken the returning offensive 
starters and quickly acclimated them to his 
offense. The transition was eased by the 
presence of a veteran like Sheehan, two 
experienced running backs, and a couple 
proven receivers. This group should put up the 
points in bunches. The wild card is on defense, 
where the abundance of new faces will force 
Bowling Green to outscore teams to win early 
in the season. 

With Troy, Missouri, Marshall and Boise 
State first up, success in September will be 
hard-earned, Clawson has the résumé to put 
this program among the MAC’s elite, but the 
make-or-break component this season will 
likely be the defense. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (6-6, 4-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 3 Troy Aug. 30 at Pittsburgh W 27-17 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Missouri Sept. 6 Minnesota L  17-42| Scoring 27.7 ppg 44 
Sept. 19 at Marshall Sept. 13 at Boise State L 7-20 | Rushing 134.0 ypg 71 
Sept. 26 Boise State Sept. 27 at Wyoming W 45-16 | Passing 225.8 ypg 48 
Oct. 3 Ohio Oct. 4 EasternMichigan Lb 21-24 | Total 359.8 ypg 60 
Oct. 10 at Kent State Oct. 11 at Akron W 37-33 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Ball State Oct. 18 Miami (OH) L 20-27 | Scoring 23.2 ppg 49 
Oct. 24 Central Michigan Oct. 25 at Northern Illinois L 13-16 | Rushing 162.6 ypg 83 
Nov. 3 at Buffalo Nov. 1 Kent State W 45-30 | Passing 180.8 ypg 21 
Nov. 12 at Miami (OH) Nov. 8 at Ohio W 28-3 | Total 343.4 ypg 52 
Nov. 20 Akron Nov. 21 Buffalo Cem TO Margin . PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 Toledo Nov. 28 at Toledo Ww 38-10 | 0 0.00 1-62 
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“ALCONS 


f 
J Af. 
EAS 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 7 Freddie Barnes (Sr.) 
WR 8 Tyrone Pronty (Sr) 
WR 85 Ray Hutson (So.) 

LT 46 Tyler Donahue (ur) 
LG 67 Tim German (Fr) 

C 61 Ben Bojicic (So.) 
RG 75 Shane Steffy (Sr.) 
RT 70 Brady Minturn (Sr) 
TE 89 Jimmy Scheidler (Sr.) 
QB 13 Tyler Sheehan (Sr.) 
RB 28 Willie Geter (Jr) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 97 Darius Smith (Jr) 

DT 77 Nick Torresso (ur) 
DT 92 Kevin Alvarado (So.) 
DE 51 Angelo Magnone (ur.) 
SLB 4 Jerett Sanderson (Sr.) 
MLB 45 Cody Basler (Sr.) 
WLB 52 James Schneider (Sr.) 
CB 34 Marquese Quiles (Fr.) 
CB 31 Roger Williams (Sr) 
SS 5 PJ. Mahone (Sr.) 

FS 24 Jahmal Brown (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 48 Jerry Phillips (Fr.) 
P 26 Nick Tovinelli (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


12 Chris Wright (Sr) 

9 Adrian Hodges (So.) 
84 Derek Brighton (Jr) 
60 Casey McHugh (ur) 
64 Scott Albert (Sr.) 
63 Marc Stevens (Fr.) 
71 Chip Robinson (Fr:) 
65 Blaec Walker (Fr.) 
91 Nick Rieke (Jr) 

11 Andrew Beam (Sr.) 
33 Chris Bullock (Sr.) 


94 Carlos Tipton (ur) 

98 Andrew Johnson (So.) 
58 Winston Etheridge (Fr) 
94 Carlos Tipton (ur) 

37 Aaron Davis (Sr) 

42 Eugene Fells (ur) 

43 Brandon Jackson (Sr.) 
15 Lane Robilotto (Fr.) 
38 Adrien Spencer (So.) 
25 Jonathan Davis (Fr.) 
10 Calvin Marshall (Jr) 


KR 31 Roger Williams (Sr.) 
PR 7 Freddie Barnes (Sr.) 


Passing: Tyler Sheehan, 400-267-2,610-9, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Chris Bullock, 92 car., 384 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Freddie Barnes, 40 rec., 355 yds., OTD 


Tackles: PJ. Mahone, 95, 53 solo 
Sacks: Andrew Johnson, 3 


Interceptions: PJ. Mahone, 3 for 22 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Bowling Green SID 


Toledo SID 


OFFENSE New coach Tim Beckman has a 
background in defense, but he is tweaking the 
Rockets’ offense by implementing his version of 
the spread with an emphasis on tempo and 
speed. Senior quarterback Aaron Opelt is a 
three-year starter who has the savvy and the 
smarts to lead the transition. Opelt, who threw 
for 2,176 yards and 12 touchdowns in 2008, is 
tough and well-respected by his teammates. 

Senior DaJuane Collins and sophomore 
Morgan Williams form one of the league's top 
tailback duos. Collins rushed for 700 yards in 
an injury-shortened 2008, while Williams led 
the team with 1,010 yards, including a school- 
record 330 in a win over Miami (Ohio) in 
November. 

Stephen Williams is a two-time All-MAC 
receiver who has 144 catches and 15 TDs over 
the past two seasons. Beckman is working on 
more ways to utilize the talented Williams. 
Senior Robin Bailey (15 receptions) and 
sophomore Kenny Stafford (six) are the only 
other experienced receivers. There is a healthy 
competition for playing time at tight end. 


The Toledo defense recorded 
only 10 sacks last season — 
25 fewer than MAC leader 
Central Michigan. 


Beckman was no doubt thrilled when he 
realized that his new team would be bringing 
back so much experience on the offensive line. 
Senior Jared DeWalt and junior Nate Cole hold 
down the guard spots, while junior Kevin 
Kowalski and senior Buster Garrett can both 
anchor the line at center. Sophomores Mike 
VanDerMeulen and John Morookian go again 
at the tackles, while sophomore Jan Gewont is 
an experienced backup who sat out spring to get 
healthy. 


DEFENSE The defensive line is under the gun 
after the Rockets finished last in the MAC in 
sacks with only 10 last season. Beckman has put 


a priority on being able to pressure the 
quarterback. Seniors Skylaar Constant and 
Maurice Hill bring experience at tackle. 

Senior linebacker Archie Donald was the 
team leader in tackles last season with 119, and 
he emerged as the heart and soul of the defense. 
Beckman expects Donald to be comfortable 
calling the shots and taking on the primary 
leadership role. 

The most decorated Rocket resides in the 
secondary. Senior safety Barry Church is a 
three-time first-team All-MAC pick and a 
candidate for the Nagurski Award as the nation’s 
top defender. Sophomore Mark Singer gets the 
nod at free safety. Corner Desmond Marrow 
missed spring due to injury but should be back 
in a starting role alongside Walter Atkins. 


SPECIALISTS Beckman is looking for the 
biggest improvement to come from this group, 
which found itself near the bottom of the 
conference in critical areas such as punt returns, 
kickoff coverage and kickoff returns. Senior 
placekicker Alex Steigerwald connected on 16- 
of-21 field goal attempts, including the 48- 
yarder that helped beat Michigan. Sophomore 
punter Bill Claus returns, and Beckman. is 
hoping that dynamic freshman Eric Page can 
make the return game a big asset. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Beckman came into his first 


head coaching job preaching change, and the 
Rockets’ faithful are excited to hear that mantra. 
After three straight losing seasons, Toledo is 
anxious to return to the glory days that 
produced two conference championships and 
four West Division titles from 2001-05. 

The key to a quick turnaround will be 
improvement on a defense that allowed more 
than 30 points per game and consistent play 
from Opelt to complement what should be a 
solid rushing attack. 

Beckman should have the Rockets relevant in 
the MAC in the near future, but the 2009 
season could be a struggle. 


Sept. 5 at Purdue Sept. 6 at Arizona L 16-41 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 11 Colorado Sept. 13 at Eastern Michigan W 41-17 | Scoring 22.4 ppg 88 
Sept. 19 Ohio State (Cleveland) | Sept. 20 Fresno State L (ot) 54-55 | Rushing 146.3 ypg 60 
Sept. 26 at FIU Sept. 27 Florida International L 16-35 | Passing 1878ypg 85 
Oct. 3 at Ball State Oct. 4 Ball State L 0-31 | Total 334.1 ypg = 85 
Oct. 10 Western Michigan Oct. 11 at Michigan Ww 13-10 | BESS PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 17 Northern Illinois Oct. 18 at Northern Illinois L 7-38 | Scoring 314ppg 97 
Oct. 24 Temple Oct. 25 Central Michigan L 23-24 | Rushing 1783ypg 96 
Oct. 31 at Miami (OH) Nov. 5 at Akron L 30-47 | Passing 203.1lypg = 53 
Nov. 11 at Central Michigan | Nov. 15 atWestern Michigan L 17-27 | Total 3814ypg 77 
Nov. 20 Eastern Michigan Nov. 21 Miami (OH) W 42-14 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 at Bowling Green Nov. 28 Bowling Green L 10-38 | 9 0.00 62 


HEAD COACH: TIM BECKMAN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: MAIT CAMPBELL, SCOTT SATTERFIELD * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: PAUL NICHOLS, 


MIKE WARD 
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THE QUOTE 

“Compared to last year’s workouts, you can see 

how everything we do in drills now is related to 
football and getting us faster and quicker.” 


— Lester Richmond, senior defensive back 


OFFENSE (9) 


WR 


QB 


88 Stephen Williams (Sr.) 
80 Tim Cortazzo (So.) 

85 Robin Bailey (Sr.) 

74 Mike VanDerMeulen (So.) 
68 Jared DeWalt (Sr.) 

69 Kevin Kowalski (Ur) 
65 Nate Cole (ur) 

70 John Morookian (So.) 
81 Tom Burzine (Sr) 

11 Aaron Opelt (Sr.) 

22 Daduane Collins (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 
oT 
DT 
DE 


56 Derrick Summers (Sr.) 
89 Skylaar Constant (Sr.) 
98 Maurice Hill (Sr.) 
51 Terrell Willis (Jr) 
48 Beau Brudzinski (Sr) 
42 Archie Donald (Jr.) 

3 Desmond Marrow (ur.) 
37 Walter Atkins (Sr.) 

8 Barry Church (Sr.) 
43 Mark Singer (So.) 
34 Lester Richmond (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
p 


85 Alex Steigerwald (Sr) 
2 Bill Claus (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Aaron Opelt, 376-225-2,176-7, 12 TDs 

Rushing: Morgan Williams, 169 car., 1,010 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Stephen Williams, 71 rec., 781 yds., 8TDs 


Tackles: Archie Donald, 119, 59 solo 


Sacks: Four players tied with 1 
Interceptions: Archie Donald, 2 for 28 yds. 


84 Sam Gaymon (Fr) 

4 Tyler Roby (Sr.) 

86 Danny Noble (So.) 

76 Jan Gewont (So.) 

79 Fadi Farha (Fr.) 

50 Buster Garrett (Sr.) 
78 Phillipkeith Manley (So.) 
60 A.J. Lindeman (So.) 
82 Matt Fought (Jr) 

12 Dw. Lenehan (So.) 

23 Morgan Williams (So.) 


40 Alex Johnson (Jr) 

52 Johnathan Lamb (So.) 

97 Malcolm Riley (So.) 

46 Hank Keighley (So.) 

33 Daris Quinn (Sr.) 

36 Damien McIntosh (So.) 
9 Kenny Veal (So.) 

13 Anthony Washington (So.) 

45 Isaiah Ballard (So.) 

31 Joe Shuler (Sr.) 

20 Chris Faison (Jr.) 


KR _ Eric Page (Fr.) 
PR 9 Kenny Veal (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE When the Aggies take the field for 
the first time this season, there will be plenty of 
familiar faces. However, they will be running a 
different attack. New head coach Gary 
Andersen has switched the Utah State offense 
from a multiple attack to a spread. 

Junior quarterback Diondre Borel will run 
the no-huddle offense, lining up in the shotgun 
most of the time. The Aggies will use three, 
four and even five wide receivers at a time, 
which is just fine with Borel, who spent the 
spring getting used to the pace Andersen 
wanted, 

“Tam trying to get my throwing and timing 
down,” Borel says. “(The coaches) know I can 
run, but one of the things I need to work on is 
passing.” 

Borel led the team in rushing (632 yards) 
and passing (1,705 yards) last year after starting 
the final nine games. 

“The thing we need Diondre to do is sit in 
the pocket more, throw the ball and get some 
confidence in his wide receivers and running 
back crew, which I think can be a tremendous 
group, Andersen says. 


Utah State scored on 94.1 


percent of its trips to the red 
zone last year, ranking third in 
the country in scoring efficiency a 


inside the 20-yard line. 


There is a stable of running backs returning 
who saw action, headlined by Robert Turbin. 
The receiving corps did lose receptions leader 
Otis Nelson. 

Up front, there are three starters back and 
eight players who saw significant time. Center 
Brennan McFadden earned second-team All- 
WAC honors a year ago. 


DEFENSE There was little complaining when 
the new coach introduced a fresh defense in the 
spring. How could the Aggies not be excited to 
have former Utah Utes coordinator Bill Busch 


. 30 at UNLV 


Sept. 3 


implementing his style of defense? 

USU has shelved the more conservative 
approach. The Aggies are going to apply 
pressure and come after people this season. 
They will line up in a 4-3 most of the time, but 
five defensive backs will be used on occasion, 
and blitzing will be a priority. 

“We were excited for the pressure defense 
and man coverage,” safety James Brindley says. 
“It is not a huge difference for us, but we were 
excited to put some pressure on the QB and get 
a chance to lock up on the corners.” 

Seven starters return on defense. Linebacker 
Jake Hutton, who led the team in tackles, was 
granted an extra year of eligibility but has 
decided to call it a career because of injuries. 
That leaves second-team All-WAC linebacker 
Paul Igboeli as the leader of the defense. 

“We are going to move our guys around, 
because our team is not real big and if you're 
not big, you cannot let the offense know where 
you are,” Andersen says. 


SPECIALISTS Everyone is back on special 
teams, but Peter Caldwell, who punted and 
handled most of the placekicking duties, 
missed spring due to knee surgery. Cornerback 
Kejon Murphy led the team in punt and 
kickoff returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Andersen has injected some 
much-needed enthusiasm into a program that 
has won only 15 games over the past six years. 
He inherits a team with some experience and 
talent at key positions. 

The offense must adjust to the new no- 
huddle spread, and the defense must prove it 
can play that attacking style that Andersen 
desires without giving up too many big plays. 

Utah State won three WAC games for the 
first time since joining the league in 2005. And 
two of the Aggies’ five losses came by seven 
points or fewer. This team could be ready to 
take the next step under Andersen. A .500 
record in league play isn’t out of the question. 


at Utah L Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 19 at Texas A&M Sept. 6 at Oregon L 24-66 | Scoring 24.0 ppg 78 
Sept. 26 Southern Utah Sept. 13 Utah L 10-58 | Rushing 137.8 ypg 68 
Oct. 2 at BYU Sept. 20 Idaho W 42-17 | Passing 196.5 ypg 78 
Oct. 10 at New Mexico State | Oct. 3 BYU L 14-34 | Total 334.3 ypg 84 
Oct. 17 Nevada Oct. 11 at San Jose State L 7-30 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Louisiana Tech Oct. 18 at Nevada L 17-44 | Scoring 34.7 ppg 107 
Oct. 31 at Fresno State Oct. 25 Fresno State L 28-30 | Rushing 161.6 ypg 82 
Nov. 7 at Hawaii Nov. 1 Hawaii Ww 30-14] Passing 25llypg 98 
Nov. 14 San Jose State Nov. 8 at Boise State L 14-49 | Total 4127 ypg 99 
Nov. 20 Boise State Nov. 15 at Louisiana Tech L 38-45 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 at Idaho Nov. 29 New Mexico State Ww 47-2| 1 0.08 67 

HEAD COACH: GARY ANDERSEN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 0-0 (FIRST SEASON) * CAREER RECORD: 4-7 (1 YEAR) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE BALDWIN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BILl BUSCH 


ROBERT TURBIN 


THE QUOTE 


“The problem with Utah State recently is that 
they haven’t really done one thing well. 
Everything has been so-so across the board. So 
they don’t have a starting point.” 


— An opposing V\ 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 17 Xavier Bowman (Sr.) 


81 Nnamdi Gwacham (Sr.) 
11 Stanley Morrison (So.) 
52 Spencer Johnson (ur.) 


76 Funaki Asisi (So.) 


61 Brennan McFadden (Sr.) 


68 Philip Gapelu (So.) 

74 Tariq Polley (ur.) 

83 Jeremy Mitchell (Sr) 

12 Diondre Borel (ur.) 
6 Robert Turbin (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

LE 94 Antonio May (Sr.) 
NT 57 Magnum Mauga (Sr) 
DT 54 Nathan Royster (Jr) 
RE 37 Quinn Garner (So.) 
OLB 30 Jake Poulson (So.) 
MLB 33 Jacob Actkinson (So.) 
OLB 31 Paul Igboeli (ur.) 
CB 1 Kejon Murphy (Sr.) 
CB 7 Chris Randle (Jr) 
SS 40 Bobby Wagner (So.) 
FS 3 James Brindley (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 16 Chris Ulinski (Sr.) 
P 8 Peter Caldwell (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


sistant coach 


19 Emmanuel Ojeriakhi (Fr.) 

82 Eric Moats (Jr) 

24 Austin Alder (So.) 

63 Tanner Richins (So.) 

79 Robert Hill (So.) 

55 David Disman (So.) 

69 Ty Rogers (Jr) 
Christian Browme-Frazier (S0.) 

87 Doug Barbour (ur) 
Jeffrey Fischer (Jr.) 

13 Marquis Butler (So.) 


46 Darby Golden (Sr.) 
Kamaloni Vainikolo (Jr) 
92 Casey Davis (Sr) 
96 Alan Bishop (Sr.) 
41 Jordan Glass (Jr) 
15 Reuben Willis (So.) 
43 Kyle Gallagher (So.) 
Rajric Coleman (Jr) 
27 Curtis Marsh (Jr) 
4 Walter McClenton (So.) 
20 Maxim Dinka (Jr.) 


KR 34 Michael Smith (dr) 
PR 1 Kejon Murphy (Sr.) 


Passing: Diondre Borel, 242-136-1,705-10, 11 TDs 
Rushing: Diondre Borel, 179 car., 632 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Stanley Morrison, 26 rec., 291 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Paul Igboeli, 78, 42 solo 
Sacks: Two players tied with 2.5 
Interceptions: James Brindley, 3 for 90 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


Utah State SID 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Peter Brouillet 


OFFENSE Quarterback Ryan Lindley is a 
great building block for a new coaching staff 
and appears destined to be one of the top 
signal-callers in the Mountain West 
Conference. He had a solid touchdown-to- 
interception ratio (16-to-9) for a redshirt 
freshman and averaged 221.1 passing yards per 
game last season. His production figures to 
increase under well-respected _ offensive 
coordinator Al Borges. 

Junior Vincent Brown is Lindley's top 
target, and Brown's average yards per catch 
(only 9.9 yards on 64 catches) should improve 
with Borges calling plays. Brown had a team- 
leading five touchdown catches. Roberto 
Wallace (31 receptions in 2008) should be the 
other starting wideout with Alston Umuolo 
back at tight end. 

The Aztecs hope to find a reliable starting 
running back among the trio of junior 
Brandon Sullivan, senior Atiyyah Henderson 
and junior Davon Brown. Sullivan has shown 
flashes of being a solid back but hasn't yet 
broken through. Henderson rushed for nearly 
800 yards in 2006 but was unable to follow up 
that success and led the team with a modest 
490 rushing yards in 2008. Brown will 
compete for the starting spot in fall camp. 

Three starters return on the offensive line in 
right tackle Peter Nelson, right guard Ikaika 
Aken-Moleta and center Trask Iosefa. 


DEFENSE Former New Mexico head coach 
Rocky Long will guide the defense, and he’s 
installed the same 3-3-5 alignment that has 
worked well for him at previous stops. It might 
be a while before the Aztecs have the personnel 
to play it well; there is no Brian Urlacher 
awaiting at San Diego State. Long will have 
junior Martrell Fantroy take first crack at 


The Aztecs allowed 35 or 
more points eight times last 
season, including 70 points to 
New Mexico and 63 to Utah. 


at UCLA 


being the “Aztec” back, the combo 
safety/linebacker in his system. 

The defensive line was a mess last season 
and will be coached by Brady Hoke, the team’s 
new head coach. Hoke is preaching an upgrade 
in toughness and aggressiveness for a front that 
was a prime reason why the Aztecs ranked 
118th (out of 119 teams) in defending the run 
last season. He does inherit a good player in 
end B,J. Williams, who had 10.5 tackles for a 
loss in 2008. 

The linebackers are the strength of this unic. 
Jerry Milling, who played only four games last 
season because of a foot injury, is back at full 
strength and will team with Luke Laolagi (99 
tackles last season) and Andrew Preston (82 
stops) to form a solid trio. 

Cornerbacks Aaron Moore and Davion 
Mauldin need to improve in coverage this 
season to allow Long to blitz more often. 


SPECIALISTS Walk-on kicker Lane Yoshida 
and punter Brian Stahovich both were 
inconsistent. Yoshida hit 8-of-12 field goals 
and Stahovich averaged 39.5 yards per punt. 
Mauldin can make thing happen on returns — 
he averaged 22.6 yards on kickoffs, including a 
93-yard touchdown. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Hoke is trying to revive the 
floundering program after it bottomed out 
with a 2-10 mark in Chuck Long’s third and 
final season. Hoke, who guided Ball State to a 
12-win season a year ago, knows there are 
plenty of long-suffering, skeptical Aztec fans. 
His first season will be about making progress 
and trying to change the culture of a program 
considered to be soft by outsiders. The new 
coach has also publicly questioned the 
toughness, and his first order of business was 
to seek a more aggressive approach from the 
players. The schedule is less fearsome than in 
recent years, so if the players respond to Hoke's 
methods, a five- or six-win season isn’t out of 
the question. 


Sept. 5 . 30 Cal Poly L Offense PerGame —_ Rank 
Sept. 12 Southern Utah Sept. 6 at Notre Dame L 13-21 | Scoring 19.3 ppg 104 
Sept.19 at Idaho Sept. 13 atSanJose State Lt 10-35 | Rushing 73.2ypg 117 
Sept. 26 at Air Force Sept. 27 Idaho w 45-17 | Passing 239.3 ypg 42 
Oct. 3 New Mexico State Oct. 4 atTCU L 7-41 | Total 3124 ypg (99 
Oct. 17 BYU Oct. 11 Air Force L 10-35 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Colorado State Oct. 18 at New Mexico L 7-70 | Scoring 37.2ppg =: 113 
Oct. 31 New Mexico Oct. 25 Colorado State L 34-38 | Rushing 247.5ypg 118 
Nov. 7 TCU Nov. 1 at Wyoming L 10-35 | Passing 2133ypg 68 
Nov. 14 Wyoming Nov. 8 at BYU L 12-4) | Total 460.8 ypg 113 
Nov. 21 at Utah Nov. 15 Utah tL 14-63 TO Margin Per Game ___Rank 
Nov. 28 at UNLV , 22 UNLV w 42-21] 6 050 89 


HEAD COACH: BRADY HOKE » RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: 34-38 (6 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Al BORGES » DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ROCKY LONG 


VINCENT BROWN X 


THE QUOTE 


“They were ranked in the bottom 10 in the 
country in almost every single category. The 
defense has to improve dramatically.” 
— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 

80 Vincent Brown (ur.) 
18 Roberto Wallace (Sr.) 
60 Tommie Draheim (So.) 
53 Emilio Rivera (So.) 
50 Trask losefa (Jr.) 
67 Ikaika Aken-Moleta (Sr.) 
62 Peter Nelson (Sr.) 

7 Alston Umuolo (ur) 
14 Ryan Lindley (So.) 
20 Matthew Kawulok (Sr) 
23 Brandon Sullivan (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 90 Bw. Williams (Jr) 
NT 99 Ernie Lawson (Jr) 
DE 56 Jonathan Soto (Sr.) 
OLB 22 Andrew Preston (Jr.) 
MLB 34 Jerry Milling (Sr) 
OLB 35 Luke Laolagi (Sr.) 
AB 11 Martrell Fantroy (Jr) 
CB 21 Aaron Moore (Str.) 
CB 2: Davion Mauldin (Sr.) 
S 42 Nick Sandford (Sr.) 
S 24 Kwincy Edwards (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 88 Lane Yoshida (Sr) 
P 14 Brian Stahovich (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


1 DeMarco Sampson (Sr.) 
19 Jon Toledo (Sr) 
74 Mike Matamua (So.) 
51 Jimmy Miller (Fr) 
71 Alec Johnson (Fr.) 
73 Kellen Farr (So.) 
79 Kurtis Gunther (So.) 
41 Tony DeMartinis (Sr.) 
9 Drew Westling (Sr) 
33 Ramon Judkins (Fr.) 

6 Atiyyah Henderson (Sr.) 


49 J.J. Autele (So.) 
94 Jerome Long (So.) 
97 Eric Ikonne (Jr.) 
9 Miles Burris (So.) 
52 Marcus Yarbrough (ur) 
31 Logan Ketchum (So.) 
42 Nick Sandford (Sr.) 
15 Jose Perez (ur) 
4 Romeo Horn (ur) 
32 Vincent Camarda (So.) 
5 Dey Juan Hemmings (ur) 


KR 2 Davion Mauldin (Sr) 
PR 3 Mekell Wesley (Sr) 


Passing: Ryan Lindley, 427-242-2,653-9, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Atiyyah Henderson, 120 car., 490 yds., 4TDs 
Receiving: Vincent Brown, 64 rec., 631 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Luke Laolagi, 99, 54 solo 
Sacks: B.J. Williams, 3.5 


Interceptions: Jose Perez, 2 for 9 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE André Anderson will get the ball 
often, Jeremy Williams will make big plays at 
receiver and the offensive line is capable of 
being very good. So what's the key for Tulane’s 
offense? 

The truth is, probably none of the above. 
The key is the performance at quarterback, 
where Joe Kemp and Kevin Moore battled for 
the starting spot in the spring. Kemp won the 
battle because of his athleticism, and now it’s 
time for him to take over the offense. Kemp 
was actually set to take over for Moore last 
season before a broken collarbone knocked 
him out of the lineup in the fifth game of the 
season. 

It certainly helps both quarterbacks that the 
rugged Anderson returns after a shoulder 
injury ended a promising 2008 season in the 
seventh game. Anderson, who Tulane head 
coach Bob Toledo calls “a violent runner,” was 
the fourth-leading rusher in the country when 


he was injured. 
16. 7 


Williams provides Tulane with a deep 
threat, scoring five touchdowns in the five 
games he was healthy last season. The Green 
Wave missed that threat when Williams was 
lost for the season with a knee injury. Casey 
Robottom and Alan Mitchell are also 
experienced receivers. 

The line has four players with starting 
experience in center Andrew Nierman, guard 
Harris Howard and tackles Nick Landry and 
Pete Hendrickson. Tyler Rice is penciled in at 
the starter at the other guard bur will have 
competition. 


Tulane scored 16.7 points per game 
during an injury-plagued 2008 
season. The return of André 
Anderson and Jeremy Williams from 
injury will help boost those numbers. 


DEFENSE The good news is that Tulane is 


deep and talented up front with experienced 


Sept. 6 at Alabama 


guys like Reggie Scott, Adam Kwentua, Logan 
Kelley and Oscar Ponce de Leon. The front 
four, which stretches at least three deep with 
solid players, should set the tone for the 
defense. 

Now, the bad news. That depth doesn’t 
stretch throughout the defense. Travis Burks 
and David Kirksey are a good place to start at 
linebacker, but the Green Wave are razor-thin 
behind those two standouts. Keeping the top 
guys healthy is very important. 

The secondary has some experience in 
cornerbacks Phillip Davis and Charles Harris 
and safeties Chinonso Echebelem and Corey 
Sonnier. Alex Lauricella, a ball-hawking 
former cornerback, is a future star for the 
Green Wave and will start this season at free 
safety. Help needs to come from a recruiting 
class that includes six defensive backs. 


SPECIALISTS Ross Thevenor was one of the 


nation’s top punters last season but was not 
nearly as consistent as a placekicker. As of now, 
he'll resume the busy schedule although 
freshman Ryan Rome could provide some help 
at kicker. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If Tulane stays healthy then 
it will improve on last season’s 2-10 finish. 
What the Green Wave can’t afford is a repeat of 
last year when 17 players were lost to season- 
ending injuries. 

What was left at the end was a shell of the 
team that opened the season with competitive 
losses to Alabama and East Carolina followed 
by two wins. 

If Tulane stays healthy this year then the 
Green Wave can show how much they have 
progressed since Toledo took over the 
program. Making good things happen early is 
important, but that might not be so easy with 
the first two games coming against Tulsa and 
BYU. Tulane does play five of its first six games 
at the Louisiana Superdome, which is certainly 


helpful. 


Sept. 4 Tulsa L 6-20 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 BYU Sept. 13 East Carolina L 24-28 | Scoring 16.7 ppg 112 
Sept. 26 McNeese State Sept. 20 UL Monroe W 24-10 | Rushing 118.4 ypg 93 
Oct. 3 at Army Sept. 25 SMU W 34-27 | Passing 221.3 ypg 52 
Oct. 10 Marshall Oct. 4 Army L 13-44 | Total 339.7 ypg 80 
Oct. 17 Houston Oct. 11 at UTEP L 21-24 Defense PerGame —_ Rank 
Oct. 24 at Southern Miss Oct. 25 Rice L 17-42 | Scoring 345 ppg 106 
Oct. 31 at LSU Nov. 1 at LSU tL 10-35 | Rushing 2184ypg 113 
Nov. 7 UTEP Nov. 8 at Houston L 14-42 | Passing 172.8 ypg 14 
Nov. 14 at Rice Nov. 15 UAB L 24-41 | Total 391.3 ypg 84 
Nov. 21 at UCF Nov. 22 at Tulsa L 7-56 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 at SMU Nov. 29 at Memphis L 6-45 | -5 -0.42 86 
HEAD COACH: BOB IOLEDO * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 6-18 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 84-86 (15 YEARS) 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAN DODD * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SIEVE SIANARD 


y a . ' 


— > 
BeanoeBoenson 


THE QUOTE 


“T think we have to get 


off to a good start. 


The players have to gain confidence. If we 
don’t play well early then they'll be thinking 
it’s the same old story. We have to get 


to the point where we ex 


ct to win.” 


— Tulane coach Bob Toledo 


OFFENSE (5) 

20 Jeremy Williams (Sr) 
19 Casey Robottom (ur) 
58 Pete Hendrickson (ur.) 
71 Harris Howard (So.) 
68 Andrew Nierman (Jr) 
75 Tyler Rice (Sr) 
78 Nick Landry (Sr) 
88 Tyler Helm (Jr.) 

7 Joe Kemp (So.) 
44 Kasey Stelly (So.) 
32 André Anderson (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 90 Adam Kwentua (Sr.) 

DT 92 Reggie Scott (Sr.) 

DT 62 Oscar Ponce de Leon (ur.) 

DE 93 Logan Kelley (Sr.) 

OLB 55 David Kirksey (Sr.) 

MLB 6 Travis Burks (Sr.) 

OLB 34 Darryl Farley (Fr) 

CB 13 Phillip Davis (ur.) 

CB 21 Charles Harris (Sr.) 

SS 24 Chinonso Echebelem (Sr.) 
S 17 Alex Lauricella (Fr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 47 Ross Thevenot (Sr.) 
P47 Ross Thevenot (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


D.J. Banks (Fr.) 
87 Alan Mitchell (Ur) 
79 Eric Jones (So.) 
76 John Landa (Sr.) 
63 Kevin Leary (Sr.) 
Mike Henry (Fr.) 
79 Eric Jones (So.) 
80 Cody Sparks (ur) 
2 Kevin Moore (ur.) 
45 Antoine Duplessis (So.) 
25 Albert Williams (So.) 


92 Reggie Scott (Sr.) 

98 Cedric Wilson (So.) 

99 Chris Asumnu (So.) 

91 Brooks Cunningham (So.) 
53 James McMurchy (Sr.) 
42 Kristofar Rhymes (So.) 
29 Nathan Austin (So.) 

8 Alex Wacha (Jr) 
Derrick Strozier (Fr.) 

38 Corey Sonnier (Sr) 

38 Corey Sonnier (Sr.) 


KR 20 Jeremy Williams (Sr) 
PR 19 Casey Robottom (ur) 


Passing: Kevin Moore, 334-187-2,194-13, 8 TDs 


Rushing: Andre Anderson, 174 car., 


864 yds., 7 TDs 


Receiving: Jeremy Williams, 27 rec., 437 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Corey Sonnier, 86, 42 solo 
Sacks: Logan Kelley, 7 


Interceptions: Travis Burks, 2 for 74 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


* BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Tulane SID 


Rice SID 


OFFENSE The Rice offense that regularly 
threw up 40-point games the past two seasons 
with Chase Clement at the controls will likely 
be much different in 2009. 

Rice held a three-man race for the 
quarterback spot in the spring, and no one was 
able to win the job. Senior John Thomas 
Shepherd has the most experience, but that 
experience is limited to one start as a freshman. 
Alabama transfer Nick Fanuzzi enjoyed a stellar 
spring game, “but the next practice, he was 
inconsistent,” laments Rice coach David 
Bailiff. Fanuzzi threw for 136 yards and three 
touchdowns in the spring game and was the 
only quarterback not to throw an interception. 
The third candidate for this viral spot in 
Bailiff’s wide-open spread attack (Rice averaged 
39.7 passes per game last year) is Ryan Lewis, 
who spent last season on the scout team. 

Speedy Tyler Smith looks recovered from a 
knee injury and will take over the running back 
spot. Toren Dixon and Patrick Randolph 
return at receiver. Dixon carries a 26-game 
catch streak, while Randolph missed the latter 
part of last season with an ankle sprain. 

Up front, Scott Mitchell is a standout at left 
tackle, buc he will be joined by four 
sophomores, including three who will be 
starting for the first time. 


Rice has given up 40 points or 
more 13 times over the past two 
seasons. 


DEFENSE About the only statistical category 
Rice didn’t struggle in on defense in 2008 was 
turnovers forced, where the Owls came up with 
31. Otherwise, the numbers were dismal, from 
scoring defense (103rd nationally), to total 
defense (111th) to pass defense (110th). 

The good news is, eight starters return from 
that unit, and coaches hope they learned some 
lessons during a rough ’08 season. The Owls 
feel good about defensive end, where potential 


all-conference player Cheta Ozougwu and 
Scott Solomon return. Inside, the Owls are not 
as deep, although returning starter Chance 
‘Talbert will be back after missing spring with 
shoulder and ankle surgery. 

Rice employs a 4-2-5 alignment, leaving the 
linebacking duties to athletic playmakers 
‘Terrance Garmon and Tanner Shuck. 

Three starters return among Rice's back five, 
including headliner Andrew Sendejo. The 
senior free safety led Rice in tackles despite 
missing nearly three games with an ankle 
sprain. Strong safety Chris Jones is back, along 
with Travis Bradshaw, who replaced Sendejo 
when he was injured and then moved to weak 
safety when Sendejo returned because he was so 
productive. Chris Jammer, cousin of the San 
Diego Chargers’ Quentin Jammer, starts at one 
corner, and speedster Jarrett Ben takes over 
opposite him. 


SPECIALISTS Clark Fangmeier is slated to 
kick for his fourth season, but offseason hip 
surgery may open the door for true freshman 
Chris Boswell (39-of-43 on field goals in his 
high school career) to get a shot. Kyle Martens 
(38.3-yard average) is back at punter and 
running backs Smith and Jeramy Goodson will 
likely handle the punt and kick return duties. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Owls enjoyed a 
“magical” season in 2008 according to Bailiff, 
but that magic left with the record-setting 
tandem of Clement and wideout Jarett Dillard, 
the most prolific touchdown combination in 
NCAA history. The offense is green, and the 
defense simply has not been consistent in 
recent years. 

The early schedule is daunting. Rice opens 
with road games against UAB, Texas Tech and 
Oklahoma State, and then Vanderbilt and 
Tulsa — two teams that beat Rice last year — 
visit in Weeks 4 and 5. Rice must be careful 
not to let its season get away in the opening 
month. 


Sept. 5 at UAB Aug. 29 SMU W 56-27 | Ores Dar'Galierul Rank 
Sept. 12 at Texas Tech Sept. 6 at Memphis W 42-35 | Scoring 41.3 ppg 8 
Sept.19 at Oklahoma State | Set. 13 at Vanderbilt L 21-38} Rushing 143.7 ypg 62 
Sept. 26 Vanderbilt Sept, 20 at Texas L 10-52 | passing 327.2 ypg 5 
Sept. 27 North Texas W 77-20 
Oct. 3 Tulsa Oct. 4 at Tulsa 2-63 | Ot AO yg 10 
Oct. 10 Navy Oct. 18 Southern Miss Ww 45-40 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 17 at East Carolina Oct. 25 at Tulane Ww 42-17 | Scoring 33.3 ppg 103 
Oct. 24 UCF Nov. 1 atUTEP w 49-44 | Rushing 182.8 ypg 99 
Nov. 7 atSMU Nov. 8 Army W 38-31 | Passing  269.5ypg 110 
Nov. 14 Tulane Nov. 22 Marshall Ww 35-10 Total 452.2ypg 1 
Nov, 21 UTEP Nov. 29 Houston W642 | 
Nov. 28 at Houston Dec. 30 #Western Michigan W 38-14 415 +115 7 


#Texas Bowl 


HEAD COACH: DAVID BAILIFF « RECORD AT SCHOOL: 13-12 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 34-27 (5 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ED ZAUNBRECHER * CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CHUCK DRIESBACH, CRAIG NAIVAR 


THE QUOTE 


We want to be like Rice baseball.” 


OFFENSE (5) 


WR 


3 Toren Dixon (Sr.) 
80 Corbin Smiter (Sr.) 
6 Patrick Randolph (Sr.) 
56 Scott Mitchell (Jr.) 
66 Jake Hicks (So.) 
52 Keshawn Carrington (So.) 
71 Davon Allen (So.) 
64 Tyler Parish (So.) 
84 Taylor Wardlow (Sr.) 


— Rice coach David Bailiff 


11 Pierre Beasley (Jr.) 
22 Taylor Dupree (ur) 
10 Roddy Maginot (So.) 
65 Kody Emmert (So.) 
68 Clay Hebert (Fr) 

78 Eric Ball (Fr) 

76 Travis Mason (Sr.) 
72 Stefan Nazar (Fr.) 

88 Vance McDonald (Fr.) 


17 John Thomas Shepherd (Ur) 7 Nick Fanuzzi (So.) 


37 Tyler Smith (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 


DE 
OT 
NG 
DE 
LB 
LB 
CB 
cB 
ss 
FS 
WS 


95 Cheta Ozougwu (Jr) 

89 Chance Talbert (Sr.) 

55 John Gioffre (So.) 

13 Scott Solomon (Jr) 

45 Tanner Shuck (So.) 

34 Terrance Garmon (Sr.) 
1 Jarrett Ben (So.) 

38 Chris Jammer (So.) 

44 Chris Jones (ur.) 

30 Andrew Sendejo (Sr.) 

35 Travis Bradshaw (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
p 


46 Clark Fangmeier (Sr) 
41 Kyle Martens (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: John Thomas Shepherd, 15-8-78-0, OTD 
Rushing: Jeramy Goodson, 12 car., 69 yds., OTD 
Receiving: Toren Dixon, 50 rec., 598 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Andrew Sendejo, 94, 64 solo 

Sacks: Scott Solomon, 4.5 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


18 Jeramy Goodson (Sr) 


53. Amaud Gascon-Nadon (S0.) 
98 Brian Stacey (So.) 
99 Michael Smith (So.) 
92 Kramer Lucio (ur.) 
42 Robert Calhoun (Sr) 
47 Aaron Williams (ur) 
82 John Welch (Sr.) 
43 Martin Uwah (So.) 
32 Willie Garley (Ur.) 
14 Xavier Webb (So.) 

4 Randy Kitchens (So.) 


KR 18 Jeramy Goodson (Sr) 
PR 37 Tyler Smith (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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LARAMIE, Wyo. WAR MEMORIAL STADIUM (30,514) 


OFFENSE After finishing outside of the top 
100 in total offense again in Joe Glenn’s sixth 
season, it was time for a change at the top. 
Wyoming called on Missouri offensive 
coordinator Dave Christensen, who has 
brought his spread offense to Laramie in hopes 
of putting more points on the scoreboard, 
more victories in the ledger and more fans in 
the seats. Exactly how much success he'll have 
in any of those departments depends on how 
well and how fast his players — new and old 
— grasp the new system. 

A quarterback battle made spring practice 
interesting, and the competition will continue 
well into the fail. Three quarterbacks who got 
experience last year return, but expect one of 
the newcomers — junior college transfer 
Robert Benjamin or true freshman Austyn 
Carta-Samuels — to win the job. 

Veteran running backs Devin Moore and 
Wynel Seldon are gone, leaving playing time 
open at running back as well, though more 
eyes will be focused on the wide receivers 
under the new scheme. Newcomers could 
certainly play a major role, and returning 
speedsters Greg Bolling, Donate Morgan and 
David Leonard will almost certainly benefit 
from the new look. The Cowboys also must 
replace regulars on the offensive line. 


Wyoming has won its last two games 
against BCS conference opponents and 
held those two teams (Virginia and 
Tennessee) to a combined 10 points. 


DEFENSE A veteran defensive squad hopes 
thae it will get a bit more breathing room 
thanks to the reworked offense. Though the 
Cowboys finished 38th nationally in total 
defense last year, allowing 329.7 yards per 
game, the new brass still reworked much of the 
coaching staff. Christensen did, however, 
retain Marty English, promoting the former 
linebackers coach to coordinator. English will 


keep the 3-4 scheme along with many parts of 
a unit that was especially tough against the 
pass last season. 

It all starts up front with senior linemen 
John Fletcher, Fred Givens and Mitch Unrein. 
A bit dinged up, Wyoming garnered only 17 
sacks last year, but when the front three are 
healthy, they're capable of many more. 

The Cowboys lost crafty linebackers Ward 
Dobbs and Mike Juergens to graduation, but 
the return of Weston Johnson and Gabe 
Knapton is a plus. Knapton, who was second 
on the team with 92 tackles, quickly emerged 
as a defensive leader when he stepped in as a 
freshman starter last season. Brian Hendricks 
should step in to fill Dobbs’ shoes, but the 
fourth linebacker spot is up for grabs. 

Wyoming's secondary remains mostly 
intact. Brothers Marcell and Tashaun Gipson 
return at the corner spots and Chris Prosinski 
is back at free safety. Jamichael Hall has big 
shoes to fill at strong safety. 


SPECIALISTS Wyoming’s special teams 
certainly left something to be desired last year, 
but Christensen had bigger issues to deal with 
on offense, meaning a quick fix here isn’t likely. 
Kicker Jake Scott returns, but he’s just 7-of-12 
in his career and has four misses from 31 yards 
or closer. Austin McCoy averaged just 37.9 
yards per punt. Brandon Stewart should take 
over the return duties. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Wyoming fans are 
expecting big things from Christensen — and 
so is the new coach. But all parties realize that 
there won't likely be an immediate 
turnaround, especially with non-conference 
dates against Texas and at Colorado. But if the 
first-time head coach can quickly instill his no- 
nonsense attitude and new schemes, he should 
have the Cowboys headed in the right 
direction. And with more points on the 
scoreboard, Wyoming should be more fun to 
watch, win or lose. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (4-8, 1-7) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Weber State Aug. 30 Ohio W 21-20 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 Texas Sept. 6 Air Force L 3-23 | Scoring 127 ppg 119 
Sept. 19 at Colorado Sept. 13 North Dakota St. W 16-13 | Rushing 178.3 ypg 34 
Sept. 26 UNLV Sept. 20 at BYU L 0-44 | Passing 117.7ypg 114 
Oct. 3. at Florida Atlantic Sept. 27 Bowling Green L 16-45 | Total 296.0 ypg 108 
Oct. 10 New Mexico Oct. 4 at New Mexico L 0-24 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Air Force Oct. 11 Utah L 7-40 | Scoring 27.8 ppg 73 
Oct. 31 at Utah Oct. 25 atTCU L 7-54 | Rushing 140.2 ypg 59 
Nov. 7 BYU Nov. 1SanDiegoState  W 35-10 | Passing 1895ypg 31 
Nov. 14 atSan Diego State | Nov, 8 at Tennessee W 1-7 | Total 329.7 ypg 38 
Nov. 21 TCU Nov. 13 at UNLV etme TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 at Colorado State | Nov, 22 Colorado State L 20-31} -22 “183-118 
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HEAD COACH: DAVE CHRISTENSEN * RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON « CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARCUS ARROYO + DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARTY ENGLISH 


TASHAUN GIP. 


THE QUOTE 
“They have the biggest challenge in the league, 
I think, because the offense is going to be 
so drastically different.” 
— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 84 Greg Bolling (Sr.) 
22 Brandon Stewart (So.) 
33 David Leonard (Jr) 
71 Ryan Otterson (Sr) 
75 Sam Sterner (ur.) 
70 Russ Arnold (Sr.) 
60 Nick Carlson (Fr.) 
72 Clayton Kirven (So.) 61 Garrett King (Jr) 
85 Jesson Salyards (Sr.) 88 Orlando Arnold (St.) 

5 Austyn Carta-Samuels (Fr.) 11 Robert Benjamin (Jr) 

26 Darius Terry (ur) 32 Alvester Alexander (Fr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 98 Mitch Unrein (Sr) 
NG 90 Fred Givens (Sr) 

DT 91 John Fletcher (Sr.) 
SLB 36 Weston Johnson (Sr.) 
MLB 52 Gabe Knapton (So.) 
WLB 8 Brian Hendricks (So.) 
BLB 45 Bryson Studnicka (So.) 
CB = 2 Marcell Gipson (Jr.) 
CB 4 Tashaun Gipson (So.) 
SS 19 Jamichael Hall (ur) 
FS 24 Chris Prosinski (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 40 Nick Landess (ur) 
P 28 Austin McCoy (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Dax Crum, 101-53-429-6, 2TDs 
Rushing: Brandon Stewart, 16 car., 78 yds., OTD 
Receiving: Greg Bolling, 26 rec., 271 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Gabe Knapton, 92, 31 solo 

Sacks: John Fletcher, 4.5 

Interceptions: Chris Prosinski, 3 for 8 yds. 


3 Travis Burkhalter (ur.) 
38 Rodney Jaynes (Fr.) 
81 Donate Morgan (Sr.) 
69 John Hutchins (So.) 
67 Zack Kennedy (Sr.) 
64 Travis Hillen (So.) 

57 Jack Tennant (ur) 


47 Mike Neuhaus (Sr.) 
93 Marcus Felker (So.) 
97 Alex Stover (So.) 
37 Matt Barella (Sr.) 
15 Ben Durbin (Fr) 
59 Zeb Whipp (Sr.) 
27 Todd Knight (Fr.) 
23 Ghaali Muhammad (Fr.) 
9 Tu. Atwater (Sr) 
17 Keith Lewis (Jr) 
21 Larry Mitchell (Fr.) 


KR 22 Brandon Stewart (So.) 
PR 22 Brandon Stewart (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


UAB SID 


OFFENSE UAB’s offense is built around 
quarterback Joe Webb once again. The sturdy 
6'4", 220-pound senior became the first C- 
USA quarterback to rush for more than 1,000 
yards and accounted for 3,388 yards and 21 
touchdowns overall last season. Webb is poised 
to match those numbers at the very least and 
appears to have made enough offseason strides 
to become an even better quarterback in his 
second season as a full-time starter. But the key 
for the Blazers could be how much support he 
gets from his teammates. 

The good news for UAB is that the Blazers 
can put a returning starter at every position. 
The offensive line is solid with center Jake 
Seitz poised to start for the fourth consecutive 
season and the presence of steady tackles Matt 
McCants and Terence Edge. 

No position is stocked with deeper talent 
than wide receiver, where junior Frantrell 
Forrest leads the way. Forrest had a team-high 
42 catches last season and is a legitimate deep 
threat. Mark Ferrell and Rodell Carter appear 
headed for breakout seasons, and former walk- 
on Darryl Harris enjoyed a strong spring. 


Only four weeks after giving up 70 
points to Southern Miss, UAB 
closed the season by allowing zero 
points in a 15-0 win over UCF. 


About the only question mark comes at 
running back. Rashaud Slaughter is the team’s 
returning starter. He showed signs of doing 
some flashy things last season but consistency is 
still a question mark. The line of backs behind 
him is full with veterans Justin Brooks, Jim 
Mitchell, Jae Fitzgerald and Dexter Barnett. 
Junior college transfer Daniel Borne also has 
the chance to get significant playing time. 


DEFENSE For the second consecutive season, 
UAB’s biggest concerns come on the defensive 
side of the ball. The Blazers struggled on 
defense for much of the 2008 season and were 


dominated by the UAB offense during spring 
practice. Can the defense turn things around 
once the 2009 season begins? 

UAB appears to be solid on paper along the 
defensive front with the return of guys like 
D.J. Reese, Tim Davis, Bryant Turner and 
Anthony Barnes and the potential of junior 
college transfers Derek Slaughter and Justin 
Wells. But they have to perform well once the 
games begin. 

The linebacker position should be improved 
if the Blazers can stay healthy, but the 
secondary is a big question mark. Sophomore 
safety Chase Daniel showed signs of being a 
solid player as a true freshman, and Terrell 
Springs, Marquis Coleman and Brandon 
Carlisle are game-tested cornerbacks. But 
quality depth is a concern for a secondary that 
will continue to get tested. 


SPECIALISTS Swayze Waters is no longer 


around to handle the kicking chores, and that’s 
a bit disconcerting. Untested Trey Ragland 
handled all the duties during spring practice 
and enters fall camp as the leader at punter, 
placekicker and kickoff specialist. Incoming 
freshman Josh Zahn gets first crack at easing 
Ragland’s workload. 


FINAL ANALYSIS UAB is certainly deeper 
and more talented than at any point in Neil 
Callaway’s first two seasons as the program's 
head coach. Put those two things together and 
it will be a big disappointment if UAB doesn’t 
produce more wins than a year ago. 

With Webb at quarterback, UAB will score 
plenty of points. But the Blazers haven't 
proven they can consistently stop opposing 
offenses. 


The Blazers can set the tone in the first two 
weeks of the season when they play host to 
Rice and SMU in back-to-back Conference 
USA games. Win both and the Blazers are off 
and running. Lose both, however, and UAB is 
climbing uphill from the outset. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (4-8, 3-5) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Rice Aug. 30 Tulsa L 22-45 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 SMU Sept. 6 at Florida Atlantic L 34-49 | Scoring 22.8 ppg 86 
Sept.19 at Troy Sept. 13 at Tennessee L 3-35 | Rushing 168.9 ypg 39 
Sept. 26 at Texas A&M Sept. 20 Alabama State W 45-10 | Passing 197.3 ypg 76 
Oct. 3 Southern Miss Sept. 27 at South Carolina L 13-26 | Total 366.2 ypg 56 
Oct. 17 at Ole Miss Oct. 2 Memphis L 30-33 Defense Per Game ~ Rank 
Oct. 24 at Marshall Oct. 9 at Houston L 20-45 | Scoring 31.3 ppg 95 
Oct. 31 at UTEP Oct. 18 Marshall W 23-21 | Rushing 167.0 ypg 88 
Nov. 7 Florida Atlantic Nov. 1 at Southern Miss L 14-70 | Passing 262.9 ypg 108 
Nov. 14 at Memphis Nov. 15 at Tulane W 41-24 | Total 429.9 ypg 106 
Nov. 21 at East Carolina Nov. 22 East Carolina L 13-17 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 UCF Nov. 29 at UCF Ww 15-0 | -0.08 67 


HEAD COACH: NEIL CALLAWAY * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 6-18 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 6 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KIM HELTON * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ERIC SCHUMANN 


18 (2 YEARS) 


THE QUOTE 


“Pd like to think we'll have a chance to win 
conference and if not that certainly be bowl 
eligible. If we do that then we’re certainly 


making the kind of progres 
that we need to m 


OFFENSE (10) 
WR 7 Frantrell Forrest (Jr.) 
80 Mark Ferrell (Sr) 
85 Rodell Carter (Ur) 
71 Matt McCants (So.) 
78 Greg Bulls (Jr) 
53 Jake Seitz (Sr.) 
77 Jared Koechner (Sr.) 
55 Terence Edge (Jr) 
86 Jeffery Anderson (ur) 
5 Joe Webb (Sr.) 
1 Rashaud Slaughter (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 87 Bryant Turner (ur.) 

DT 97 DJ. Reese (ur) 

DT 92 Justin Wells (Ur) 

DE 52 Derek Slaughter (Jr) 
13 Keon Harris (Jr) 

ILB 35 Lamanski Ware (So.) 
48 Drew Luker (So.) 

CB 29 Terrell Springs (So.) 

CB 4 Brandon Carlisle (Sr.) 

SS 32 Hiram Atwater (Jr) 

FS 31 Chase Daniel (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Trey Ragland (So.) 
P 37 Trey Ragland (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


and strides 


” 


UAB coach Neil Callaway 


89 Darryl Harris (Sr.) 
22 Mike Jones (ur) 

11 Mario Wright (Jr) 
63 Willie Thompson (Sr.) 
75 Daniel Seahorn (Sr.) 
73 Caleb Thomas (So.) 
68 Adam Hollifield (ur.) 
64 Greg Calhoun (So.) 
84 Zach Lankford (Sr) 
17 David Isabelle (Fr.) 
30 Justin Brooks (ur) 


91 Tim Davis (Jr) 
93 Nick Davison (So.) 
50 David DeCordova (ur.) 
95 Anthony Barnes (Sr.) 
58 Katrell Watters (So.) 
34 Daniel White (Fr) 
57 Jarrell Watters (So.) 
3 Andre Hicks (So.) 
8 Marquis Coleman (So.) 
Elliott McGaskin (ur.) 
David Conner (Fr.) 


KR 7 Frantrell Forrest (Jr) 
PR 1 Rashaud Slaughter (Sr) 


Passing: Joe Webb, 353-208-2,367-16, 10 TDs 
Rushing: Joe Webb, 198 car, 1,021 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Frantrell Forrest, 42 rec., 536 yds., 2TDs 


Tackles: Keon Harris, 47, 22 solo 
Sacks: Bryant Turner, 4 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


157 


MY 


Wine RMIaKTE 


9E The Black Knights returned to an 
option-based offense last season with mixed 
results. Because the conversion was made a 
year ago, new coach Rich Ellerson has some 
tools in the shed. Ellerson, who ran a very 
effective triple-option attack as the head coach 
at Cal Poly, can turn to junior quarterback 
Chip Bowden to get the engine started. 
Sophomores Jimmy Reitter and Max Jenkins 
were getting long looks in the spring, as well. 
Bowden became the starter in the fourth 
game of the season and led the Black Knights 
to each of their three wins while guiding a 
ground attack that topped 300 yards on three 
occasions. Alas, fullback and Army single- 
season rushing record holder Collin Mooney 
has graduated. Sophomore CeDarius Williams 
caught Ellerson’s attention in the spring. 
Bryson Carl and Patrick Mealy could see a lot 
of work as well. 


Army has only one win in its series with 
Air Force and Navy the past seven 
years. The Black Knights downed the 
Falcons in 2005. 


Receivers are largely relegated to downfield 
blocking in the option scheme. The Black 
Knights attempted a total of 128 passes on the 
season. That said, an interesting development 
took place in the spring as 6'10" converted left 
tackle Ali Villanueva took reps at wideout and 
impressed the coaching staff. 

Even though Villanueva has been working 
with the receivers, he can line up at left tackle. 
Ellerson likes the play of junior Zach Peterson 
at center, which is where another junior, Anees 
Merzi, has received some reps. Merzi can also 
play guard. “Center is a very key position for 
us,” Ellerson says. 


: Ellerson was the architect of the 
“Desert Swarm” defense that worked wonders 
under Dick Tomey at Arizona in the late 
1990s. It is that type of philosophy that has 


SLACK KNIGHTS 


come to West Point, one that employs 
constant movement designed to keep the 
offense guessing. 

Quickness is key. That is why 262-pound 
senior Victor Ugenyi moved from his end post 
to the interior during spring drills. Josh 
McNary, who led the team in tackles for a loss 
(12) and sacks (4.5) last season, returns as the 
rush end, but Ellerson needs others to step up 
at this spot. 

A couple of linebackers graduated, and that 
could open the door for Stephen Anderson. 
Though nagged by injuries in the spring, the 
junior has a chance to emerge as a leader. 

Senior corner Mario Hill and junior free 
safety Donovan Travis emerged as starters last 
season and will help break in some new 
contributors. “In Mario, an accomplished 
player at that position is a good thing to have,” 
Ellerson says. A couple of former quarterbacks, 
Chase Prasnicki and Josh Jones, join the 
defensive backfield this season. 


aPI Mealy, Jameson Carter and Josh 

Jones should all have a hand in the return 
game. Matthew Campbell (8-of-12 field goals) 
returns as the placekicker, but a punter needs 
to be found. 


: Army fans and alumni are 
excited about Ellerson’s deep ties to the 
Academy. His brother John captained the 
1962 Army squad, and his father and another 
brother also graduated from West Point. These 
and other connections provide Ellerson with a 
résumé that would seem to make him a natural 
fir for the job despite his West Coast 
upbringing. 

It all boils down to how comfortable he can 
get the troops with his version of the option 
offense while installing a more aggressive 
defense. If the players adapt early to the new 
schemes, then the Black Knights may finally 
win more than four games for the first time 
since 1996. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (3-9) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Eastern Michigan | Aug. 29 Temple L 735 | Res PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 Duke Sept. 6 New Hampshire L 10-28 | Scoring 14.8 ppg 116 
Sept. 19 Ball State Sept. 20 Akron L 3-22 | Rushing 241.4 ypg 9 
Sept. 26 at Iowa State Sept. 27 at Texas A&M L 17-21 | Passing 46.3ypg 119 
Oct. 3 Tulane Oct. 4 at Tulane W 44-13 | Total 287.7 ypg 110 
Oct. 10 Vanderbilt Oct. 11 Eastern Michigan W 17-13 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 17 atTemple Oct. 18 at Buffalo L (ot) 24-27 | Scoring 23.7 ppg 51 
Oct. 23 Rutgers Oct. 25 Louisiana Tech Ww 14-7 Rushing 145.lypg 70 
Nov. 7 at Air Force Nov. 1 Air Force L 7-16 | Passing 1944ypg 42 
Nov. 14 VMI Nov. Sat Rice L 31-38 | Total 339.5 ypg 48 
Nov. 21 at North Texas Nov. 22 at Rutgers L eeciimgee 10 Margin PerGame Rank 
Dec. 12 vs. Navy (Philadelphia) | Dec. 6 vs. Navy (Philadelphia) L 0-34 | “14 ly 14 


OFFENSE (3) 


WR 


82 Ali Villanueva (Sr) 


WR 7 Damion Hunter (Sr.) 

LT 84 Ernie Bernal (Sr.) 

LG 71 Seth Reed (ur) 

C 57 Zach Peterson (Jr) 

RG 54 Anees Merzi (Ur) 

RT 67 Jason Johnson (Sr.) 
QB 10 Chip Bowden (ur.) 

RB 29 CeDarius Williams (So.) 
RB 5 Patrick Mealy (ur.) 

RB 45 Bryson Carl (Sr) 
DEFENSE (7) 

DE 44 Josh McNary (ur) 

DT 92 Victor Ugenyi (Sr.) 

DT 69 Christopher Swain (So.) 
DE 96 Marcus Hilton (Jr) 

LB 50 Stephen Anderson (ur.) 
LB 30 Steve Erzinger (So.) 

LB 80 Andrew Rodriguez (So.) 
CB 1 Mario Hill (Sr.) 

CB = 3: Antuan Aaron (So.) 

s 6 Donovan Travis (ur.) 

S 21 Desmond Lamb (Jr) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 19 Matthew Campbell (Ur) 
P 21 Jonathan Bulls (ur) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


15 Jameson Carter (Jr.) 
25 Austin Barr (So.) 

82 Ali Villanueva (Sr) 
72 Mikel Weich (Jr.) 

54 Anees Merzi (ur.) 
74 Karl Thompson (Sr.) 
56 Mike McDermott (So.) 
11 Max Jenkins (So.) 
26 Tan Smith (Sr.) 

27 Kingsley Ehie (Jr.) 
47 Chad Littlejohn (So.) 


59 Chad Thayer (Sr.) 


93 Mike Gann (Jr) 
98 Fritz Bentler (Sr.) 


£ 


Adam Wilde (So.) 

33 Andre Shinda (So.) 
59 Chad Thayer (Sr.) 

13 John Wasniewski (Jr) 
8 Richard King (ur) 

10 Jordan Trimble (Jr) 
16 Donnie Dixon (ur) 

2 Chase Prasnicki (Sr) 


KR 5. Patrick Mealy (ur.) 
PR 9 Josh Jones (So.) 


Passing: Chip Bowden, 72-31-282-3, 2TDs 
Rushing: Chip Bowden, 194 car., 572 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Jameson Carter, 11 rec., 157 yds. OTD 
Tackles: Stephen Anderson, 82, 52 solo 

Sacks: Josh McNary, 4.5 
Interceptions: Donovan Travis, 2 for 0 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


Army SID 


ATHLON" SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


MTSU SID 


OFFENSE Renowned offensive coordinator 
Tony Franklin brings his four-wideout spread 
offense back to the Sun Belt. Franklin, who 
helped guide Troy to back-to-back Sun Belt 
tides before briefly coaching at Auburn last 
season, inherits an offense returning eight 
starters and plenty of talent. 

Patrick Honeycutt, Eldred King and 
Malcolm Beyah lead a wide receiving corps 
boasting speed, hands and experience. Overall, 
MTSU returns its top nine receivers from last 
season, which gives Franklin plenty of tools 
with which to tinker. Speedy senior Desmond 
Gee's move from running back to wide receiver 
adds another big-play receiving threat. 

Phillip Tanner is a complete running back 
who has had little help from a young and 
injured offensive line, which now must come 
of age with five regulars and five backups all 
returning. 

New starting quarterback Dwight Dasher is 
the x-factor. Dasher started seven games in a 
2007 standout freshman season when he led 
the team in rushing, but he lost his starting 
spot and swagger last season. If Dasher's 
maturity and leadership catch up to his dual- 
threat ability, he could lead one of the Sun 
Belt’s most dynamic offenses. If not, Franklin 
may lack a commander for his aerial attack. 


DEFENSE Middle linebacker and top tackler 
Danny Carmichael is back, but the other two 
vacant linebacker spots leave gaping holes. 
Sophomores Darin Davis and Gorby Loreus 
are among the candidates to fill the positions, 
but true freshmen must be a factor at 
linebacker to complete a defense that 
otherwise returns most of its key components. 

Defensive end could be a strong position. 


An MTSU running back has 
rushed for 100 yards only 

once in the last 22 games. 
Quarterback Dwight Dasher 

did it twice in only seven starts. 


at Clemson Aug. 28 Troy 


Senior Chris McCoy is poised for a standout 
season, Emmanuel Perez returns as a starter, 
and long, athletic Jamari Lattimore may be the 
best of the bunch as a pass-rusher with the 
range of a linebacker. Senior tackle Brandon 
Perry, a former highly touted recruit, must 
finally overcome injuries and inconsistency to 
be a force up front. 

Alex Suber, among the best cover 
cornerbacks in the Sun Belt, and safety Jeremy 
Kellem, a turnover magnet the past two 
seasons, shore up a secondary that may have to 
compensate for shaky linebackers. Middle 
Tennessee must return to its specialty of forcing 
turnovers. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Alan Gendreau was a 
steady freshman last year, making 10-of-14 
field goals and all 32 PAT kicks. He even tied 
a school record by making eight consecutive 
field goals. Third-year starting punter David 
DeFatta rarely shows an overpowering leg, but 
he’s superb at pinpoint placement, especially 
inside the 20. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Raiders finally have a 
full allotment of scholarships after 10 years in 
the FBS ranks. Only nine seniors graduated 
last season, so an experienced and talented 
team returns intact. MTSU must avoid 
injuries that have wrecked the lineup the last 
two seasons and fill pivotal vacancies at 
quarterback and linebacker. 

“I’m not going to say winning seven or eight 
or 12 games is going to define a successful 
season,” coach Rick Stockstill says. “But I 
think it’s imperative that we start fast in 
conference play. What really matters is 
conference.” 

Despite playing four of its first five games 
on the road, MTSU should be a title 
contender. But earning a Sun _ Belt 
championship would likely have to include a 
win at Troy, which has won at least a share of 
the last three league titles. 


MIW 


L 17-31 Offense Per Game Rank 
Sept. 12 Memphis Sept. 6 Maryland W 24-14 | Scoring 22.8 ppg 84 
Sept. 19 at Maryland Sept. 13 at Kentucky L 14-20] Rushing 106.9ypg 102 
Sept. 26 at North Texas Sept. 20 at Arkansas State L 14-31 | Passing 241.7 ypg 39 
Oct. 6 atTroy Sept. 30 Florida Atlantic W 14-13 | Total 348.6 ypg = 70 
Oct. 17 Mississippi State Oct. 11 at FIU L 21-31 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Western Kentucky Oct. 18 at Louisville L 23-42 | Scoring 24.9 ypg 62 
Oct. 31 at Florida Atlantic Oct. 25 at Mississippi State L 22-31 | Rushing 153.5 ypg 79 
Nov. 7 FIU Nov. 8 UL Monroe W 24-21 | Passing 2128ypg 66 
Nov. 14 UL Lafayette Nov. 15 atWestern Kentucky w 2-10 | Total 366.3 ypg 66 
Nov. 21 Arkansas State Nov. 22 North Texas W 52-13 TO Margin _PerGame__Rank 
Nov. 28 at UL Monroe Dec. 3 at UL Lafayette L 28-42 +3 +0.25 43 


HEAD COACH: RICK STOCKSTILL * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 17 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TONY FRANKLIN * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MAN| 


20 (3 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 1 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


JEREMY KELLEM 


THE QUOTE 


"T want nothing less than a conference 
championship outright. I don’t like ties. 
ant an outright title” 


— MTSU safety Jeremy Kellem 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 83 Eldred King (Sr) 
WR 15 Sancho McDonald (So.) 
4 Malcolm Beyah (So.) 
17 Patrick Honeycutt (Sr.) 
78 Mike Williams (So.) 
70 Jamal Lewis (Jr.) 
72 Mark Thompson (Sr.) 
60 Brandon McLeroy (So.) 
74 Mark Fisher (Jr.) 
9 Dwight Dasher (Jr) 
21 Phillip Tanner (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 91 Emmanuel Perez (Jr.) 
DT 92 Brandon Perry (Sr.) 
DT 47 Dwight Smith (ur) 
DE 98 Chris McCoy (Sr) 
OLB 59 Darin Davis (So.) 
MLB 44 Danny Carmichael (Sr.) 
OLB 43 Gorby Loreus (So.) 
CB 7 Alex Suber (Sr.) 

CB 6 Rod Issac (ur.) 

SS 33 Kevin Brown (Jr) 

FS 20 Jeremy Kellem (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 Alan Gendreau (So.) 
P 37 David DeFatta (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


2 Desmond Gee (Sr) 
1 Chris McClover (Sr) 
13 Michael Cannon (Sr.) 
81 Wes Caldwell (Jr.) 
57 Jeremy Michel (Jr.) 
75 Chris Hawkins (ur) 
71 Jake Padrick (So.) 
50 Colin Boss (So.) 
65 Alex Stuart (So.) 
10 Brent Burnette (Fr.) 
23 D.D. Kyles (So.) 


11 Jamari Lattimore (ur) 
96 Kendall Dangerfield (Fr) 
94 Gary Tucker (Ur) 
93 Phillip Tinsley (Fr.) 
52 Antwan Davis (Jr) 
30 Cam Robinson (Sr) 
46 Norman Washington (So.) 
26 Jawan Carson (So.) 

3 Marcus Udell (Sr.) 
31 Denzell Guerra (Fr.) 
24 Derrick Crumpton (So.) 


KR 2 Desmond Gee (Sr.) 
PR 17 Patrick Honeycutt (Sr) 


Passing: Dwight Dasher, 44-17-156-3, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Phillip Tanner, 188 car., 714 yds., 15 TDs 
Receiving: Eldred King, 51 rec., 598 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Danny Carmichael, 75, 62 solo 


Sacks: Jamari Lattimore, 3.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE The losses on offense are significant 
for Ball State. Quarterback Nate Davis is one of 
five first-team All-MAC honorees who will not 
be back in Muncie this fall. Coach Brady Hoke 
is also gone — he parlayed a breakout season to 
a new gig at San Diego State — but with 
former offensive coordinator Stan Parrish now 
running the show, the Cardinals’ attack figures 
to look quite familiar (at least schematically). 

Davis’ early departure to the NFL has forced 
Kelly Page, who chose Ball State over Oregon 
and ‘Tulsa two years ago, into the starting role 
one year earlier than planned. The native Texan 
has a very strong arm, and according to Parrish, 
“can make all the throws we do here. It’s his job 
to lose.” 

MiQuale Lewis, the lone first-team All- 
MAC selection who is back, rushed for 1,736 
yards and 22 touchdowns. Lewis lacks size — 
he’s listed at 5'6" and 193 pounds — but he has 
proven to be durable. 


MiQuale Lewis rushed for 22 
touchdowns in 2008, tying 
Michigan State’s Javon Ringer for 
most in the nation. 


After standout wide receiver Dante Love was 
lost to a career-ending injury early last season, 
Briggs Orsbon was thrown into a starting role 
as a true freshman, and he delivered. Orsbon, 
who set a MAC Championship Game record 
with 13 catches for 141 yards, is clearly the No. 
I target. 

How good was Ball State’s line last season? 
Consider the following: In a league with 13 
teams, the Cardinals had three of the five first- 
team AII-MAC offensive linemen. All three, 
however, have graduated, and a total of four 
starters must be replaced. 


DEFENSE The solid play of the defensive front 
was a big reason Ball State ranked sixth in the 
MAC in rush defense and fourth in  toral 
defense. All four starters return, led by veteran 


— and he’s truly a veteran — Brandon 
Crawford, a 33-year old former Marine who 
earned second-team all-conference honors last 
season. Size will remain an issue though — the 
starting four average only 252 pounds. 

Davyd Jones, the team’s fourth-leading 
tackler last season, is the lone returning starter 
at linebacker. Both new starters, however, have 
experience. Spain Cosby is a three-time 
letterman who recorded 23 tackles last season, 
while fellow senior Sam Woodworth, a former 
walk-on, played in all 14 games and had 53 
stops. 

The top two tacklers on the team in 2008 
played in the backfield, and they both return 
this season. The standout safety tandem of Alex 
Knipp and Sean Baker, the reigning MAC 
Freshman of the Year, collectively recorded 190 
tackles and eight interceptions. The cornerback 
position, however, is far more unsettled, as 
both starters from a year ago need to be 


replaced. 
SPECIALISTS The kicking game has been a 


huge plus for Ball State in recent years, and the 
2009 season should be no different. Ian 
McGarvey handles the placekicking duties, 
while Scott Kovanda replaces second-team all- 
conference punter Chris Miller. The recurn 
units are also solid; the Cards ranked second in 
the MAC in punt returns and third in kickoff 


returns last fall. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Ball State enjoyed one of 
the best regular seasons a MAC team has 
experienced in recent years. But the losses from 
that 12-2 club are significant. Still, Parrish is 
confident the dropoff won't be too steep. 

“Yes, we lost a lot of talent, but we have so 
much coming back,” Parrish says. “We're going 
to surprise people this year.” 

The Cardinals might have had a chance to 
contend in the East, but it will be difficulr for 
this club, with so many new pieces, to be much 
of a factor in the West. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (8-5, 5-2) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3 North Texas Aug. 28 Northeastern W 48-14 Offense PerGame — Rank 
Sept. 12 New Hampshire Sept. 5 Navy W 35-23 | Scorin 

Sept 13 at Akron W 41-24 wen par ae 
Sept. 19 at Army Sept. 20 at Indiana Ww 42-20 Rushing 184.5 ypg 31 
Sept. 26 at Auburn Sept. 27 Kent State W 41-29 | Passing 258.0ypg 24 
Oct. 3 Toledo Oct. 4 atToledo w 31-0 | Total 4425 ypg 17 
Oct. 10 at Temple Oct. 11 at Western Kentucky Wie (247 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Bowling Green Oct. 25 Eastern Michigan W 38-16 Scoring 205ppg 29 
Oct. 24 at Eastern Michigan | NO* 5 NorthernIlinois = W 45-14) ting 1630 84 

920 | Nov. 11 at Miami (OH) W 31-16 * ypg 
Oct. 31 Ohio Nov. 19 atCentral Michigan W 31-24 | Passing 205.2ypg 55 
Nov. 12 atNorthern Illinois | Nov. 25 Western Michigan W 45-22 | Total 368.2 ypg 69 
Nov. 18 Central Michigan Dec. 5 vs. Buffalo (Detroit) L 24-42 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 24 atWestern Michigan | Y@™ 6 #Tulsa L BS) #5 +036 38 
#GMAC Bow! ; 
HEAD COACH: STAN PARRISH = RECORD AT SCHOOL: 0-1 (FIRST SEASON) = CAREER RECORD: 57-42-3 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: EDDIE F 
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AULKNER * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DOUG GRABER 
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THE QUOTE 


— 
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MIQUALE LEWIS 


“The West Division will be a real dogfight once 
again. It’s solid from top to bottom. One or two 


divisional losses 


light win this thing.” 


Ball State Coach Stan Parrish 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR 87 Myles Trempe (ur) 
4 Daniel Ifft (So.) 

WR 16 Briggs Orsbon (So.) 

LT 72 Cameron Lowry (Fr) 

LG 74 Michael Switzer (Jr) 

C 66 Kreg Hunter (So.) 

RG 63 Steve Yoder (Fr) 

RT 67 Travis Arnold (Jr) 

TE 82 Madaris Grant (Sr.) 

QB 5 Kelly Page (Fr.) 

RB 33 MiQuale Lewis (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 90 Brandon Crawford (Sr.) 
NG 95 Rene Perry (ur.) 
DT 65 Drew Duffin (Sr.) 
91 Robert Eddins (ur) 
55 Sam Woodworth (Sr.) 
48 Spain Cosby (Sr) 
42 Davyd Jones (ur.) 
19 Koreen Burch (So.) 
80 Torieal Gibson (So.) 
38 Alex Knipp (Sr) 
25 Sean Baker (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 26 Ian McGarvey (Jr) 
P 18 Scott Kovanda (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Seth White (Fr) 
83 Jeremy Hill (So.) 
Connor Ryan (Fr.) 
69 Chad Davis (Sr) 
54 Jerrod Gray (So.) 
57 Ben Jacoby (So.) 
94 Dan Manick (Fr.) 
77 Austin Holtz (Fr.) 
89 Kevin Steinhaus (So.) 
T7 Tanner Justice (Sr) 
7 Cory Sykes (So.) 


41 Andrew Puthoff (So.) 
93 Adam Morris (So.) 
64 Kaylon Woods (ur) 
34 Jeff Barker (So.) 
44 Ryan Hartke (So.) 
Travis Freeman (Fr) 

32 Lorren Womack (So.) 
46 Joshua Howard (So.) 
15 Jakeem Gregory (Jr) 
23 Kyle Hoke (So.) 

6 Derrick Henry (ur) 


KR 80 Torieal Gibson (So.) 
PR 25 Sean Baker (So.) 


Passing: Tanner Justice, 2-2-17-0, 01D 
Rushing: MiQuale Lewis, 322 car, 1,736 yds., 22 TDs 
Receiving: Briggs Orsbon, 68 rec., 813 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: Alex Knipp, 96, 58 solo 
Sacks: Robert Eddins, 4 


Interceptions: Sean Baker, 6 for 46 yds. 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE There were times when the Owls 
had trouble getting into the end zone a year 
ago, especially early on, and, for whatever 
reasons, at home. But when they did move the 
ball, it usually had something to do with Adam 
DiMichele, who found a way to make plays 
with his arm and legs. Now, they have to find 
a quarterback. 

Vaughn Charlton played when DiMichele 
was injured in 2007 but sat out as a redshirt 
last season. So when DiMichele went down 
last year, Chester Stewart took over. Both 
Charlton and Stewart have had their good and 
not-so-good moments. One has to become the 
Owls’ new leader. Charlton's probably the 
better passer, while Stewart is a much bigger 
running threat. 

Kee-ayre Griffin was the top rusher as a true 
freshman last fall. Joe Jones, in his first year, 
shared the starting tailback duties with Griffin. 
But sophomore Ahkeem Smith is likely the 


guy to watch. 


Senior Jason Harper, a former tailback, was 
productive in his first season as a wideout. 
Senior Dy’Onne Crudup has shown promise, 
and sophomore James Nixon is a threat to take 
it all the way every time he gets the ball in 
open space. 

At times last year, the Owls used four 
freshmen on the offensive line, and the results 
were largely positive. It’s more important than 
ever for this group to play well, because 
DiMichele’s no longer available to bail out the 
line when the blocking breaks down. 


Of Al Golden’s 10 wins at Temple, 
zero have come against a team that 
finished with a winning record. 


DEFENSE Temple should boast one of the top 
defenses in the league, and it all starts up front. 
Terrance Knighton, a first-team All-MAC 
selection, must be replaced, but there is talent 


NATIONAL FORECA i 
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and depth at the position. Andre Neblett, a 
three-year starter, anchors everything at 
noserackle. 

The linebacking corps should be stout as 
well. On the outside, junior Amara Kamara 
and senior John Haley, are back. In the 
middle, Alex Joseph and Jordan Martin 
provide experience and talent. 

Cornerback Anthony Ferla returns to action 
after sitting out last year and is listed as a 
backup to Jamal Schulters. Marlin Terrell, one 
of six true freshmen to play every game, holds 
down the other corner. Dominique Harris and 
Jaiquawn Jarrett should be the starting safeties. 
Jarrett led the team with 88 tackles. Daryl 
Robinson, a big-time recruit who spent 2008 at 
a California junior college, has returned and 
might once again have an impact. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Jake Brownell and 
punter Jeff Wathne are back. But they might 
get pushed by Jordan Ottinger and Inigo 
Abaroa, or even freshman Brandon McManus. 
The kicking game has often been inconsistent 
and costly. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Temple Nation should 
obviously be encouraged by the progress that 
has been shown under vibrant young coach Al 
Golden. It sure beats whatever came before, 
during the messy transition from the Big East 
and independent status to the MAC. Golden 
seems to be bringing in a better brand of talent 
with each passing season. Eventually it figures 
to make a difference. 

The most pressing need for this upcoming 
season is at quarterback, where either 
Charleton or Stewart must step in for 
DiMichele. If the Owls can get solid play from 
the quarterback position, they have enough 
talent elsewhere on offense to be decent. And 
with what figures to be one of the MAC’s top 
defenses, the offense only needs to be decent 
for this team to have a chance to be a factor in 
the wide-open MAC East. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (5-7, 4-4) 


2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 


Sept. 3 Villanova Aug. 29 at Army Wie Sesh Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 19 at Penn State Sept. 6 Connecticut L (ot) 9-12 | Scoring 23.4 ppg 82 
Sept. 26 Buffalo Sept. 13 at Buffalo L 28-30 | Rushing 95.2 ypg 109 
Oct. 3 at Eastern Michigan | Sept. 20 at Penn State L 3-45 | Passing 2029ypg 70 
Oct. 10 Ball State Sept. 27 Western Michigan L 3-7 | Total 298.1 ypg 107 
Oct. 17 Army Oct. 4 at Miami (OH) W 28-10 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Toledo Oct. 11 atCentral Michigan L 14-24 | Scoring  23.1ypg 47 
Oct. 31 at Navy Oct. 21 Ohio W 14-10 | Rushing 166.3 ypg 87 
Nov. 5 Miami (OH) Nov. 1 at Navy L (ot) 27-33 | Passing 221.7 ypg 80 
Nov. 13. at Akron Nov. 12 at Kent State L 39-4, | Total = 388.0ypg 81 
Nov. 21 Kent State Nov. 22 Eastern Michigan W 55-52 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 at Ohio Nov. 28 Akron w 27-6| 0 0.00 62 


HEAD COACH: Al GOLDEN * RECORD AT SCHOOL; 10-26 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MATT RHULE = DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK DON 


CAREER RECORD: 


(3 YEARS) « 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 


“Once these guys really get 


this thing goir 


j, they’re going to be 


very difficult to deal with.” 


OFFENSE (3) 
18 Jason Harper (Sr.) 
15 Dy'Onne Crudup (Sr) 
23 James Nixon (So.) 
79 Pat Boyle (So.) 
77 John Palumbo (So.) 
69 Wayne Tribue (So.) 
70 Colin Madison (ur.) 
73 Devin Tyler (Sr) _ 
86 Steve Maneri (Sr) 
QB 12 Vaughn Charlton (Jr) 
RB 24 Ahkeem Smith (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 52 Brian Sanford (Sr) 
DT 91 Elisha Joseph (Jr) 
NT 98 Andre Neblett (Sr.) 
DE 43 Adrian Robinson (So.) 
OLB 56 Amara Kamara (Jr.) 
MLB 38 Alex Joseph (Sr.) 
OLB 46 John Haley (Sr.) 

CB 17 Marlin Terrell (So.) 
CB 27 Jamal Schulters (Jr) 
SS 21 Dominique Harris (Sr.) 
FS 16 Jaiquawn Jarrett (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 47 Jake Brownell (Sr.) 
P 49 Jeff Wathne (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


An oppos AAC coach 


19 Nyles Bynum (ur.) 
22 Matt Brown (Fr) 
82 Delone Sydnor-Robinson (So.) 
57 Marcus Brown (ur) 
71 Darius Morris (Jr) 
68 Jeremy Schonbrunner (ur) 
62 Steve Ciocci (Fr.) 
_ 76 Steve Caputo (So.) 
89 Matt Balasavage (So.) 
7 Chester Stewart (So.) 
1 Lamar McPherson (Sr) 


99 Junior Galette (Sr) 
96 Muhammad Wilkerson (So.) 
65 Dave Nwasike (Jr) 
45 Morris Blueford (So.) 
32 Quinten White Jr. (So.) 
40 Jordan Martin (Jr) 
58 Elijah Joseph (Ur) 

4 Jared Williams (So.) 
_ 9 Anthony Ferla (Sr) 
37 Kevin Kroboth (So.) 

1 Wilbert Brinson (Sr.) 


KR 23 James Nixon (So.) 
PR 26 Joe Jones (So.) 


Passing: Chester Stewart, 106-53-524-7, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Kee-ayre Griffin, 96 car., 394 yds., 5 TDs 


Receiving: Jason Harper, 33 rec. 


, 571 yds., 3TDs 


Tackles: Jaiquawn Jarrett, $8, 53 solo 


Sacks: Junior Galette, 7.5 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 3 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Quarterback Julian Edelman 
accounted for nearly two-thirds of the Kent 
Strate offense last season, with much of that 
production coming on the ground. With 
Edelman lost to graduation, there will be a 
renewed focus on the passing game. Giorgio 
Morgan and Anthony Magazu, who both have 
some experience under center at Kent State, 
are battling for the starting assignment. 
Morgan, who redshirted last fall after playing 
in two games as a true freshman in 2007, 
looks to have the upper hand. 

Eugene Jarvis’ production dropped from 
1,669 yards (6.0 per carry) in 2007 to 801 
(4.9 per carry) last season, but he is still one of 
the elite playmakers in the MAC. The 5'5", 
170-pound senior ranks fourth in school 
history with 3,268 career yards, and he needs 
only 722 yards this season to pass Astron 
Whatley as Kent State’s all-time leading 
rusher. 


MAC East champ Buffalo lost 
one game to a team within 
the division in 2008. Kent 
State was that one team to 
beat the Bulls. 


The Flashes are expecting increased 
production from the receiving corps this fall. 
Coach Doug Martin and his staff have high 
hopes for Tyshon Goode, a two-time all-state 
pick as a running back in high school. Goode, 
who spent last season at Hargrave (Va.) 
Academy, will give the offense a threat on the 
perimeter. 

After losing only two players to graduation, 
Kent State should field one of the better 
offensive lines in the MAC. This unit has been 
solid with its run-blocking schemes but will 
now have to adjust to a greater emphasis on 
pass blocking. 


DEFENSE The Golden Flashes welcome back 


a solid group of defensive linemen who have 


experience, making this an area of strength. 
Within their 3-4 scheme, Sam _ Frist, 
Ishmaaily Kitchen, Chris Favazzo, Kevin 
Hogan and Monte Simmons provide a good 
mix of size and athleticism up front. 

Martin believes his re-tooled linebacking 
corps — three players were lost to graduation 
— will still be strong due in large part to the 
return of Cobrani Mixon, a former transfer 
from Michigan, and savvy veteran Anthony 
Mirando. “Mixon played very well at the end 
of the season and became a true force,” 
Martin says. 

Martin offers the following evaluation of 
Kent State’s secondary play in 2008: “Our 
young guys played beyond expectations, while 
our seniors did not.” The coaching staff raves 
about safety Brian Lainhart, a second-team 
all-conference performer in 2008. The 
Golden Flashes have several quality 
cornerbacks fighting for two starting positions 
veteran Danny Sadler, emerging 
sophomore Josh Pleasant and former 
Hargrave (Va.) Military standout Darius Polk. 


SPECIALISTS The Flashes continue to be 
haunted by dreadful special teams play. Kent 
State lost two games due to missed field goals 
and struggled in both phases of the return 
game, ranking 115th nationally in punt 
returns and 116th in kickoff returns. Martin 
hopes Jarvis can give the Flashes some big 
plays as a punt returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The talenc level at Kent 


State has increased over the past three seasons, 
but the Golden Flashes have yet to produce in 
the win column. Now, there is some pressure 
on Martin to win some games. He is 19-39 in 
five seasons (13-27 in league play) and has a 
1-4 record vs. rival Akron. This team has solid 
talent in key positions (tailback, defensive 
line), but there appear to be too many holes to 
expect Kent State to emerge as a significant 
factor in the MAC East race. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (4-8, 3-5) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 3 Coastal Carolina Aug. 30 vs. Boston College = L 0-21 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Boston College Sept. 6 at Iowa State L 28-48 | Scoring 25.7 ppg 57 
Sept. 19 Iowa State Sept. 13 Delaware State W 24-3 | Rushing 230.6 ypg ll 
Sept. 26 Miami (OH) Sept. 20 at UL Lafayette L 27-44 | Passing 169.7 ypg 98 
Oct. 3 at Baylor Sept. 27 at Ball State L 20-41 | Total 400.3 ypg 36 
Oct. 10 Bowling Green Oct. 4 Akron L (ot) 27-30 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Eastern Michigan | Oct. 11 Ohio L 19-26 | Scoring 31.7 ppg 98 
Oct. 24 at Ohio Oct. 25 at Miami (OH) Ww 54-21 | Rushing 178.7 ypg 97 
Oct. 31 Western Michigan Nov. latBowlingGreen L 30-45 | Passing 216.5ypg 76 
Nov. 7 at Akron Nov. 12 Temple w 41-38 | Total 395.2 ypg 86 
Nov. 21 atTemple Nov. 18 Northern Illinois L 14-42 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 Buffalo Nov. 28 at Buffalo W 24-21] -3 0.25 = =7 


HEAD COACH: DOUG MARTIN * RECORD AT SCHOOL; 19-39 (5 YEARS) « CAREER RECORD: 19-39 (5 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: A.J. PRATT * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PETE REKSTIS 


EU! 


THE QUOTE 
We need to play 
We underachieve 
a talent issue; 


vith more consistency. 
st year. It’s no longer 
e have the te 


to beat anyone in the league.” 


— Kent Stat 


OFFENSE (6) 

3 Derek McBryde (Sr.) 
15 Kendrick Pressley (So.) 
65 Kent Cleveland (Fr.) 
69 Michael Fay (So.) 
55 Chris Anzevino (So.) 
76 Mike Roder (Sr.) 
78 Pat Reedy (ur.) 
24 Jonathan Simpson (Jr.) 
14 Giorgio Morgan (So.) 
26 Jameson Konz (Sr) 

6 Eugene Jarvis (St.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

97 Zach Williams (Jr) 
74 Sam Frist (Sr) 
93 Ishmaa'ily Kitchen (So.) 
94 Kevin Hogan (Sr.) 
51 Anthony Mirando (Sr.) 
11 Cobrani Mixon (Jr) 
35 Dorian Wood (ur) 
21 Danny Sadler (Sr.) 

2 Josh Pleasant (So.) 
38 Dan Hartman (Jr.) 
31 Brian Lainhart (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 98 Nate Reed (Sr) 
P 46 Matt Rinehart (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


ad coach Doug Martin 


5 Tyshon Goode (Fr) 
12 Sam Kirkland (So.) 
61 Josh Kline (Fr.) 

71 Charles Laster (So.) 
50 Matt Conroy (Sr.) 

75 Dante Campbell (Sr.) 
64 Seamus Garvey (Fr.) 
84 Lester Troutman (Sr.) 

7 Anthony Magazu (Sr.) 
83 Markus Burton (So.) 
22 Jacquise Terry (So.) 


91 Ryan Jude (Fr.) 
20. Quinton Rainey (Ur) 
67 Aaron Hull (Sr.) 
49 Monte Simmons (Jr) 
4 CJ. Steward (Fr) 
56 Howard Bowens (ur.) 
Kent Walker (Fr) 
1 Darius Polk (Fr.) 
14 Sidney Saulter (Fr.) 
8 Adam Richey (Sr) 
20 Leon Green (Fr.) 


KR 3. Derek McBryde (Sr.) 
PR 6 Eugene Jarvis (Sr) 


Passing: Anthony Magazu, 23-11-205-0, 1 TD 
Rushing: Eugene Jarvis, 165 car., 801 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Eugene Jarvis, 25 rec., 273 yds., 1 TD 


Tackles: Brian Lainhart, 106, 48 solo 


Sacks: Kevin Hogan, 5 


Interceptions: Brian Lainhart, 6 for 42 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Kent State SID 
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OFFENSE The training wheels come off the 
FIU offense this season. Offensive coordinator 
Bill Legg is demanding more from his players 
within the spread offense he imported from 
Purdue. 

Nine returning starters should facilitate the 
upgrade. Senior Paul McCall fought 
successfully for the starting quarterback job 
last fall and threw for 2,332 yards. The gap 
between McCall and junior Wayne Younger, 
however, narrowed significantly in the spring; 
expect Legg to insert the more athletic Younger 
into the lineup more frequently. 

Another priority is finding more ball-toting 
opportunities for Sun Belt Conference 
Freshman of the Year T.Y. Hilton. The 5'9" 
burner was third in the country in all-purpose 
yards and accounted for touchdowns in four 
different ways. He and Greg Ellingson could 
form the most productive receiving duo in the 


league this season. 


Spring injuries to Darriet Perry and Daunte 
Owens set a subpar running game back even 
further. One of those two ads needs to 
provide some semblance of balance. The staff 
is excited about four-star newcomer Dudley 
LaPorte, one of the top junior college tight 
ends in the country in 2007. 

The offensive line is serviceable, as long as 
tackles Joe Alajajian and Ula Matavao stay 
upright. 


FIU played 20 true or redshirt 
freshmen last season. Only 
Florida State (22) put more 
newcomers on the field. 


DEFENSE If the Golden Panthers’ defensive 
line had half the experience of the linebackers, 
FIU might be onto something this year. 
Instead, there are a lot of untested bodies up 
front. Redshirt freshmen Andre Pound and 


Kasey Smith might be FIU’s best tackle 
prospects, 


Ji a ( a 5 B ¥ « 
aI PAN THE. 

Scott Bryant, FIU’s leading tackler last fall, 
captains a deep linebacker corps. Sophomore 
Aaron Davis mauled his way through the 
spring, bumping aside senior ex-starter Tyler 
Clawson in the middle. After missing two 
seasons with a spinal injury, outside backer 
Wendy Napoleon adds another layer of depth. 

Three of FIU’s top 10 tacklers from a year 
ago Anthony Gaitor, Jeremiah 
Weatherspoon and Dez Johnson — anchor a 
veteran secondary. Gaitor tied a school record 
with five interceptions last fall. 


SPECIALISTS Watch out for Hilton in the 
return game; the first time he touched the ball 
as a collegian, he raced 74 yards for a punt 
return score against Kansas. Dustin Rivest 
booted 10 of his 12 field goals in the last four 
games of 2008, but his accuracy needs work. 
Senior Chris Cook missed all of last season due 
to injury, but the former Ray Guy Award 
nominee should hold down punting duties 


this fall. 


FINAL ANALYSIS No longer a gimme after 
posting five wins in 2008, FIU has to be 
considered a rising star in the FBS ranks. 
Hilton is a danger to score every time he 
touches the ball, and Legg’s spread offense 
guarantees he'll touch it a lot. Coach Mario 
Cristobal was unafraid to run multiple 
onto the field last season, 
experience is no longer a black mark against 
the Golden Panthers. Cristobal also landed 
two four-star recruits, a first in the program's 
short history. 

Much of FIU’s 2009 success will hinge on 
healthy lines; the Golden Panthers can’t afford 
to shuttle out offensive tackles, and the 
defensive front is not solidified. 

Discounting nightmarish road trips to 
Alabama and Florida, no other opponent is a 
certifiable loss. That says a lot about a fledgling 
program that went a combined 1-23 in 2006 
and 2007. 
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THE QUOTE 


“Tl be very disappointed if we’re 
not in a bow! game this year.” 
— FIU defensive coordinator Phillip Galiano 


OFFENSE (9) 


WR 2 Junior Mertile (So.) 
WR 82 Greg Ellingson (ur) 
4 TY. Hilton (So.) 
51 Ula Matavao (Sr) 
58 Andy Leavine (Sr.) 
76 Brad Serini (ur.) 
70 Mario Caraballo (Sr.) 
50 Joe Alajajian (Sr.) 
85 Eric Kirchenberg (Sr.) 
12 Paul McCall (Sr.) 
28 Darriet Perry (So.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 98 Reggie Jones (Sr.) 

DT 92 Jonas Murrell (Sr) 

DT 75 Andre Pound (Fr.) 

DE 59 Cody Pellicer (So.) 
44 Scott Bryant (Sr) 


ILB 45 Aaron Davis (So.) 


84 Elliott Dix (Sr.) 

1 Marquis Rolle (ur) 
80 Jason Frierson (ur) 
66 Chad Edwards (So.) 
64 Luis Pena (Sr.) 

63 Juan Gonzalez (So.) 
71 Saf Ahmad (So.) 

73 Stephen Bailey (Fr.) 

Dudley LaPorte (ur) 

14 Wayne Younger (ur.) 

8 Daunte Owens (Sr.) 


91 Armond Willis (Sr.) 

48 Kasey Smith (Fr) 

93 Ricky Booker (So.) 

94 James Jones (So.) 
Wendy Napoleon (Sr.) 

49 Tyler Clawson (Sr.) 


FiU SID 


2008 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (5-7, 3-4) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS ima ett 
Sept.12 at Alabama Aug. 30 at Kansas L 10-40 Offense PerGame Rank CB 7 Anthony Gaitor (dr) 20 O'Darris D’Haiti (Sr) 
Sept. 19 at Rutgers Sept. 6 at Iowa L 0-42 | Scoring 24.7 ppg 68 CB 29 Dezeriah Johnson (Sr) 39 Peter Riley (Sr.) 
Sept. 26 Toledo Sept. 20 South Florida L 9-17 | Rushing 98.7 ypg 107 SS 6 Jeremiah Weatherspoon (Sr) 18 Kreg Brown (Jr) 
Oct. 3 atUL Monroe Sept. 27 at Toledo W 35-16 | Passing 2183ypg 56 FS __ 11 Ashlyn Parker (ur) 26 Chuck Grace (So.) 
Oct. 10 at Western Kentucky | Oct. 4 at North Texas W 42-10 | Total 316.9 ypg 9% SPECIAL TEAMS 
Oct. 17 Troy Oct. 11 MiddleTennessee W 31-21 | [LESS CEeaamren B30, Dustin Rivest (82) KRi4 TY. Hilton (S0.) 
Oct. 24 at Arkansas State Oct. 18 at Troy L 23-33 Scoring 28.3 ppg 79 P41. Chris Cook (Sr.) PR 4 TY. Hilton (So.) 
Oct. 31 UL Lafayette Nov. 1 at UL Lafayette L 20-49 | Rushing 156.2ypg 80 RETURNING LEADERS 
Nov. 7 atMiddleTennessee | Nov. 8 Arkansas State W 29-91 Passing 212.9 ypg 67 Passing, Paul McCall 317-167-2,332-9, 15 TDs 
Nov. 14 North Tex Total 369.1 ypg 71 pela Darriet Perry, 31 car., 173 yds., 2 TDs 

ihe i aes Now. 22 UL Monroe L 27-31 Receiving: TY. Hilton, 41 rec., 1,013 yds., 7 TDs 
Nov. 21 at Florida Nov, 29 vs. Florida Atlantic (ot) 50-57 | (MCULEDCTREL Ter T Sa TTS Tackles: Scott Bryant, 89, 48 solo 
Dec. 5 Florida Atlantic Dec. 6 WesternKentucky W 27-3] +4 +033 40 Sacks: Toronto Smith, 2.5 


Interceptions: Anthony Gaitor, 5 for 175 yds. 


HEAD COACH: MARIO CRISTOBAL * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 6-18 (2 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 6-18 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BILL LEGG * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PHILLIP GALIANO 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Hoping to overcome yet another 
disappointing campaign in 2008, the ULM 
Warhawks have installed a hurry-up offense 
they hope will give them an edge against some 
worthy opponents on their 2009 schedule. 
Veteran coach Charlie Weatherbie was forced to 
replace six members of his coaching staff during 
the offseason, something that could affect the 
team’s offensive flow this fall. The good news: 
Weatherbie serves as his own offensive 
coordinator of sorts, while also using a running 
game coordinator and _ passing game 
coordinator. 

“Ir’s important for us to be up-tempo ... to 
go in and out of no-huddle situations,” 
Weatherbie says. “We need to play the game 
that way on the offensive side of the ball.” 


128 


It doesn’t help the offense that standout 
quarterback Kinsmon Lancaster is gone after 
passing for more than 2,000 yards and 18 
touchdowns. It appears junior Trey Revell will 
be called on to fill some big shoes after seeing 
action in nine games last season and attempting 
only 28 passes. Revell will operate behind an 
experienced offensive line led by seniors Ryan 
Dercher and Brett Thompson. One key move 
that could improve protection is moving 
former tight end Mitch Doyle to right tackle. 

“He's a guy who's very smart with quick feet, 
and we believe he'll be exceptional at that 
position,” Weatherbie says. 

Irll help to have running back Frank 
Goodin return for his junior campaign after 
averaging 71.2 yards per game last season. 
Revell will have some experienced receivers in 
Anthony McCall, J.J. McCoy and Luther 
Ambrose. Tight end should be solid with Alvin 
Jordan and big Keavon Milton. 


ULM gave up an 
astounding 728 yards of 
total offense in its 
44-35 loss to rival UL 
Lafayette last season. 


DEFENSE Senior linebacker Cardia Jackson is 
a guy any non-BCS conference school in the 
country would love to have calling the shots. 
All the Monroe product did last season was lead 
the club with 127 tackles, including 79 solo 
stops, while adding four sacks, two 
interceptions and two fumble recoveries. 

“He's a guy who had an outstanding year. He 
was exceptional,” Weatherbie says. “His work 
ethic and commitment had a lot to do with 
that.” 

Senior James Truxillo returns to the 
secondary after playing in only two games due 
to injury last season. He will be expected to be 
a solid leader. 

The defensive line has plenty of experience, 
with three seniors expected to start. Aaron 
Morgan, an end, and noseguard Aaron 
Williams are returning starters. 


SPECIALISTS The special teams will take a hit 
if top punt returner Darrell McNeal, who was 
suspended in the spring, doesn’t return in the 
fall. Placekicker Radi Jabour struggled last fall, 
hitting only 6-of-12 field goals with four misses 
from 35 yards and in. Punter Scott Love 
returns for his senior campaign after averaging 
almost 40 yards per kick. Ambrose should give 
the Warhawks consistency on kick returns after 
leading the team with a 22.7-yard average last 
season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Warhawks don’t get 
much of a schedule break this fall playing road 
games against teams from the Big 12 (Texas), 
Pac-10 (Arizona State) and SEC (Kentucky). 
ULM has had more success than anyone else in 
the Sun Belt against perennial league champ 
Troy, including a 31-30 win at home last 
season, but the Warhawks must visit the 
Trojans this fall. 

With six new assistant coaches, along with a 
new quarterback and new offensive system, 
don’t expect the Warhawks to fare much better 
than their 2008 mark of 4-8. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (4-8, 3-4) 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 at Texas Aug. 30 at Auburn L 0-34 Offense PerGame —_ Rank 
Sept. 12 Texas Southern Sept. 6 at Arkansas L 27-28 | Scoring 23.7 ppg 79 
Sept. 19 at Arizona State Sept. 12 Alabama A&M W 37-15 | Rushing 152.7 ypg 53 
Sept. 26 at Florida Atlantic Sept. 20 at Tulane L 10-24 | Passing 184.6 ypg 89 
Oct. 3 FIU Oct. 4 UL Lafayette L 35-44 | Total 337.3 ypg 82 
Oct. 13 Arkansas State Oct. 11 at Arkansas State L 29-37 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 24 at Kentucky Oct. 18 North Texas W 35-23 | Scoring  312ppg 93 
Oct. 31 at Troy Oct. 25 Florida Atlantic L 28-29 | Rushing 212.7 ypg 109 
Nov. 7 at NorthTexas Nov. 1 Troy W 31-30 | Passing 2320ypg 88 
Nov. 14 Western Kentucky | Nov. 8 atMiddleTennessee L 21-24 | _ Total 444.7 ypg 109 
Nov. 21 at UL Lafayette Nov. 15 at Ole Miss L (=e TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Middle Tennessee Nov. 22 at FIU Ww 31-27 | +2 +0.17 47 
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HEAD COACH: CHARLIE WEATHERBIE * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 25-45 (6 YEARS) * CAREER RECORD: 71-109 (16 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHARLIE WEATHERBIE + DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TROY REFFETT 


THE QUOTE 


“We need to walk on the field, believe we 
are tough, act like we are tough, and 
play very physical.” 
— ULM defensive coordinator Troy Reffett 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 1 J. McCoy (Sr.) 

WR 3 Darrell McNeal (Sr) 
83 Anthony McCall (So.) 
79 Ryan Dercher (Sr) 
71 Doug Stroud (ur.) 
65 Brett Thompson (Sr.) 
69 Justin Roberts (So.) 
64 Mitch Doyle (Sr.) 
89 Alvin Jordan (Jr) 
12 Trey Revell (Ur) 

5 Frank Goodin (ur.) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 95 Jameson Jordan (Sr.) 
NG 99 Aaron Williams (Sr) 
DE 9 Aaron Morgan (Sr.) 
LB 42 Theo Smith (ur) 
51 Cardia Jackson (Sr.) 
50 Josh Thomas (Sr.) 
26 Nate Brown (So.) 
21 Otis Stamps (Sr.) 
37 Darius Prelow (So.) 
2 Greg James (Sr.) 
34 James Truxillo (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 85 Radi Jabour (So.) 
P 48 Scott Love (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


22 Luther Ambrose (So.) 
17 Tim Taylor (So.) 

84 Julian Griffin (So.) 
77 Cade Burks (So.) 

74 Andrew Stout (ur.) 
57 Daniel Hanson (Fr.) 
63 Emmanuel Lockett (Sr.) 
72 Josh Andrews (ur.) 
80 Keavon Milton (Fr.) 
14 Cody Wells (Fr) 

31 Rodney Lovett (Jr.) 


55 Troy Evans (So.) 

91 Aaron Moore (ur) 
94 Michael Autwell (Fr.) 
49 C.C. Carpenter (So.) 
45 DaCorris Ford (Fr.) 
54 Jason Edwards (So.) 
39 Sean Hornberger (So.) 
32 Alex Blake (ur) 

19 Troy Giddens (ur.) 
30 Alex Ibe (So.) 

24 Shaq Belson (So.) 


KR 22 Luther Ambrose (So.) 
PR 22 Luther Ambrose (So.) 


Passing: Trey Revell, 28-14-129-2, 1 TD 

Rushing: Frank Goodin, 182 car., 783 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Darrell McNeal, 51 rec., 558 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Cardia Jackson, 127, 79 solo 


Sacks: Aaron Morgan, 6 


Interceptions: Greg James, 3 for 55 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


UL Lafayette SID 


[ 


It has been four years since the 
Ragin’ Cajuns entered a season without career 
rushing leader Tyrell Fenroy and dual-threat 
quarterback Michael Desormeaux, and filling 
those two holes remains the biggest issue the 
team faces. Sophomores Brad McGuire, who 
saw limited action and started one Sun Belt 
Conference win when Desormeaux 
injured, and Chris Masson battled through the 
spring for the quarterback job before McGuire 
suffered a sports hernia in the final week of 
drills. Masson was impressive in the spring 
game. 

The running game is almost as unsettled, 
but senior Undrea Sails is the frontrunner after 
he appeared in only six games after getting a 
late start in 2008 due to eligibility issues. 
Fullback Geoffrey McCullough is a solid 
influence, and Sails is a strong blocker in pass 
protection, which should help whichever 
quarterback earns the top spot. 

The Cajuns are still seeking a go-to wide 
receiver to complement tight end Ladarius 
Green, who had five touchdown receptions as 
a freshman. Louis Lee (20 catches in 2008) 
and Richie Falgout (18 catches) are consistent, 
but the Cajuns lack the deep threat provided 
by the graduated Jason Chery, who had five 
touchdowns in one half against North Texas 
last year. 


was 


The players returning on the 
offensive line made 59 out of 
a possible 60 starts in 2008. 


The inexperience comes to a quick halt at 
the front, with the Cajuns’ offensive line about 
as experienced as it can be. All five starters are 
back for the second straight year, including 
first-team all-league picks Chris Fisher at 
center and Brad Bustle at guard. 


: The Cajuns’ defense was an equal- 
opportunity offender last year, giving up 213 
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rushing yards and 216 passing yards per game 
after injuries decimated several positions. The 
worst hits came at linebacker, where Grant 
Fleming and Richard Brooks missed most of 
the year with knee injuries. Antwyne Zanders, 
a two-time all-league pick and the 
unquestioned leader of the defense, will get 
help from their return. 

The defensive front could not get 
consistent pressure on the quarterback last 
season, and the secondary suffered as a result. 
Both units should be improved with three 
starters returning in each. Hall Davis and 
Terrell Richardson are solid at end, and two- 
year free safety starter Gerren Blount 
recovered a team-high three fumbles last year. 
Also watch for junior safety Maurice Rolle, 
who finally is healthy after two injury-plagued 
years. 


All-conference __ placekicker 
Drew Edmiston is gone, leaving strong-legged 
Tyler Albrecht and consistent redshirt 
freshman Brett Baer battling for the job. 
Spencer Ortego was more consistent in the 
Cajuns’ rugby-style punt game last year than as 
a freshman, but the return game is a major 
question after Chery provided home run 
potential last year. 


This season will determine 
whether the Cajuns’ offense, the best in the 
Sun Belt and ranked in the national top 12 in 
rushing four straight years, is a product of 
system or personnel. The big guns are gone, 
but for the first time in four years the squad 
will enter a season with the same offensive 
coordinator. A consistent and experienced 
front wall should give the offense time to 
develop and find leaders at quarterback and 
running back. 

Once again, the defense will make or break 
the Cajuns. That unit has more available speed 
and experience, but consistency is a goal yet to 
be reached. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (6-6, 5-2) 2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 Southern Aug. 30 at Southern Miss L 21-51 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 Kansas State Sept. 13 at Illinois L 17-20 | Scoring 33.1 ppg 24 
Sept.19 at LSU Sept. 20 Kent State W 44-27 | Rushing 263.7 ypg 7 
Sept. 26 at Nebraska Sept. 27 at Kansas State L 37-45 | Passing 185.5ypg 88 
Oct. 10 North Texas Oct. 4 at UL Monroe W 44-35 | Total 449.2ypg 13 
Oct. 17 atWestern Kentucky | Oct. 11 at North Texas Ww 59-30 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Florida Atlantic Oct. 18 Arkansas State W 28-23 | Scoring 33.7 ppg 104 
Oct. 31 at FIU Nov. 1FIU w 49-20 | Rushing 2133ypg lll 
Nov. 7 at Arkansas State Nov. 8 UTEP L 24-37 | Passing 2163ypg 75 
Nov. 14 at Middle Tennessee | Nov. 15 atFlorida Atlantic L 29-40 | Total 429.6 ypg 105 
Nov. 21 UL Monroe Nov. 22 atTroy L cei TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Troy Dec. 3MiddleTennessee W 42-28 | 9 0.42 86 


iN CAIUS 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 84 Louis Lee (Sr.) 


WR 15 Verlin Moore (ur.) 

LT 78 Kyle Pirtle (Sr.) 

LG 75 Brad Bustle (Sr.) 

C 79 Chris Fisher (Sr.) 

RG 60 fan Burks (Jr.) 

RT 73 Jonathan Decoster (Jr.) 
TE 89 Ladarius Green (So.) 

QB 8 Brad McGuire (So.) 

FB 34 Geoffrey McCullough (Sr.) 
RB 31 Undrea Sails (Sr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 93 Hall Davis (Sr.) 

DT 90 Derreck Dean (So.) 
DT 94 Jermaine Rogers (ur.) 
DE 97 Terrell Richardson (ur.) 
LB 47 Grant Fleming (Jr) 

LB 41 Antwyne Zanders (Sr.) 
LB 4 Daylon McCoy (ur) 

CB 2 Orkeys Auriene (ur.) 
CB 5 Dwight Bentley (So.) 
SS 20 Chris Richard (So.) 

FS 30 Gerren Blount (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 10 Tyler Albrecht (Jr) 
P 35 Spencer Ortego (ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


81 Richie Falgout (Jr) 
19 Marlin Miller (ur) 
74 Kyle Plouhar (So.) 
72 Leonardo Bates (Fr.) 
70 Evan Ruiz (Fr) 
76 Jaron Odom (Fr.) 
51 Colin Windsor (ur.) 
85 Luke Aubrey (Sr) 

7 Chris Masson (So.) 
47 Phillip Walker (Sr) 
29 Draylon Booker (Fr.) 


96 Chris Lanaux (Sr) 

91 Sharrick Moore (Jr) 
95 LaQuincy Williams (Jr) 
50 Jeremy Cook (ur) 

37 Devon Lewis-Buchanan (S0.) 
56 Richard Brooks (So.) 
53 Jezreel Washington (Sr) 
38 Tim Jackson (Fr.) 

23 Junior Jean (Sr) 

24 Phillip Nevels (Sr.) 

36 Maurice Rolle (Jr) 


KR 19 Marlin Miller (ur) 
PR 2 Orkeys Auriene (Jr) 


Passing: Brad McGuire, 30-20-233-2, 2 TDs 

Rushing: Brad McGuire, 46 car., 143 yds., 2 TDs 

Receiving: Ladarius Green, 22 rec., 268 yds., 5 TDs 

Tackles: Daylon McCoy, 69, 44 solo; Antwyne Zanders, 69, 35 solo 


Sacks: Daylon McCoy, 4 sacks 


Interceptions: Daylon McCoy, 2 for 5 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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OFFENSE New head coach Mike Haywood 
isn’t going to serve as his own offensive 
coordinator, but he’s drawn the blueprint for 
an attack that is expected to be more physical. 
Miami's recruiting focused on linemen, and 
Haywood also added a fullback to support his 
plan to make the RedHawks more of a 
smashmouth football team, instead of one 
relying on finesse. Miami hasn't even bothered 
listing players as fullbacks since 2002, Ben 
Roethlisberger’s sophomore season. 

Quincy Landingham, a transfer from 
Wisconsin who sat out last season, could be 
the workhorse ball-carrier at tailback. Thomas 
Merriweather and Andre Bratton both have 
experience carrying the ball for the RedHawks. 

Haywood placed everybody on equal 
footing going into spring practice, bur fifth- 
year senior Daniel Raudabaugh’s experience at 
quarterback will help ease the transition to a 
new system. Still, Raudabaugh can expect a 
challenge from highly toured younger passers 
such as Clay Belton, Zac Dysert, transfer Mike 
Scherpenberg and true freshman Austin 
Boucher. Boucher turned down an offer from 
Ohio State. 

If Miami is successful at implementing an 
offense that can control the ball, it could help 
take some pressure off of a defense that has 
some issues. 
schedule that played in bowl games 7 
last season, including BCS participant 


Cincinnati. -_ 


There are seven teams on Miami’s 


DEFENSE Defensive coordinator Carl Reese 
was lured back to the game after five seasons of 
retirement, mainly because of his interest in 
finding ways to slow down the spread offenses 
that have become all the rage. He should be 
more concerned with finding a way to replace 
the top four tacklers from last season who 
graduated. 

Reese inherited significant experience on 


SE DH AWS | 


the defensive line and at cornerback, which the 
RedHawks hope will help make up for the 
deep losses to graduation at linebacker. 

Three of Miami's top four tacklers from last 
season were linebackers. Senior outside backer 
Caleb Bostic is the only holdover. Reese also 
must replace strong safety Robbie Wilson, who 
made 37 consecutive starts and was third on 
the team in tackles while leading Miami in 
interceptions with three. 


SPECIALISTS Trevor Cook came to Miami 
from South Dakota with the reputation of 
having a big leg — big enough to be given a 
scholarship — but he wasn’t consistent enough 
to keep Nathan Parseghian from winning the 
job in 2007 and keeping it all the way through 
last year. This is Cook’s last chance to live up 
to his potential, but he has big shoes to fill. So 
does Chris DiCesare, who gets the first crack 


at replacing first-team all-conference punter 
Jake Richardson. 


FINAL ANALYSIS It’s difficule to handicap a 
team under the leadership of a head coach with 
no prior experience. Haywood had never been 
responsible for an entire program when he was 
hired by Miami in December, so much of this 
team’s success or failure this season will hinge 
on his ability to adapt to the expanded 
responsibilities. 

On offense the RedHawks are likely to be 
less high-tech and more down to earth, 
focusing on quality instead of quantity — 
doing fewer things, but doing them very well. 
Reese has his work cut out for him trying to 
improve a defense that ranked last in the MAC 
against the run and second to last in scoring 
defense. 

Haywood also will have to deal with not 
being a Miami man. Alumni and boosters were 
hoping that the Cradle of Coaches would rock 
again and Shane Montgomery’s replacement 
would have strong ties to the program, so they 
will be watching Haywood with a critical eye. 


2005 SCHEDULE 


2008 RESULTS (2-10, 1-7} 


2008 NAT'L RANKINGS 


Sept. 5 Kentucky (Cincinnati) | Aug. 28 Vanderbilt L 13-34 | Ie PerGame. Rank 
Sept. 12 at Boise State Sept. 6 at Michigan L 6-16 | Scoring 18.4 ppg 107 
Sept.19 atWestern Michigan | Sept. 13 Charleston Southern W 38-27 | Rushing 108.1 ypg 101 
Sept. 26 at Kent State Sept. 20 at Cincinnati L 20-45 | Passing 217.9 ypg 57 
Oct. 3 Cincinnati Oct. 4 Temple L 10-28 | Total 326.0 ypg 89 
Oct. 10 at Northwestern Oct. 11 at Northern Illinois & 13-17 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 at Ohio Oct. 18 atBowlingGreen W 27-20 | Scoring  32.7ppg 101 
Oct. 24 Northern Illinois Oct. 25 Kent State L 21-54 | Rushing 2083ypg 106 
Oct. 31 Toledo Nov. 4 at Buffalo L 17-37 | Passing 187.2ypg_ 28 
Nov. 5 atTemple Nov. 11 Ball State L 1631 | Total  —3955ypq 88 
Nov. 12 Bowling Green Nov. 21 at Toledo ee ye TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 18 Buffalo Nov. 28 Ohio L 26-41 -12 -1.00 110 


HEAD COACH: MIKE HAYWOOD * 
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RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON » CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PETER VAAS * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CARL REESE 


CHRISJGIVENS 


THE QUOTE 


"A lot of MAC teams are spread out. Nobody 
wants to hit you in the mouth anymore. Football 
games are won by hitting people in the mouth. 

Football games are won in the trenches.” 
— Miami coach Mike Haywood 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 9 Jamal Rogers (ur) 
17 Chris Givens (Jr.) 
56 Brandon Brooks (So.) 
90 Sean Redwine (ur) 
61 Andrew Iilig (Fr) 
70 Nate Williams (Jr.) 
63 Ken Staudinger (So.) 
82 Kendrick Bruton (So.) 
12 Daniel Raudabaugh (Sr) 
26 Geoff Matthews (Fr.) 
24 Quincy Landingham (So.) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 94 Mike Johns (Fr) 

LT 93 Martin Channels (Sr.) 
NT 79 Jordain Brown (So.) 
DE 85 Morris Council (Jr) 
OLB 14 David Davis (Jr) 
MLB 43 Jerrell Wedge (So.) 
OLB 44 Caleb Bostic (Sr) 

CB 3 Jeff Thompson (Sr.) 
CB 24 Brandon Stephens (Jr.) 
SS 23 Ben Bennett (ur.) 

FS 22 Jordan Gafford (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K — 19 Trevor Cook (ur) 
P 92 Chris DiCesare (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


2 Eugene Harris (ur) 
1 Dustin Woods (Sr.) 
75 Bob Gulley (ur) 
60 Steve Bray (So.) 
72 Brad Bednar (Fr.) 
71 Andrew Phelan (Fr) 
66 Matt Kennedy (Fr) 
91 Trevor Behmke (Fr.) 
4 Zac Dysert (Fr) 
Justin Semmes (Fr.) 
34 Thomas Merriweather (Jr) 


21 Jordan Stevens (Jr) 
98 Mark Paun (Sr.) 
95 Did. Svabik (ur) 
96 Evan Klepec (Fr.) 
51 Austin Moore (Fr) 
5 Ryan Kennedy (ur.) 
32 Jaytee Swanson (Fr) 
6 DJ. Brown (Fr.) 
26 Wendell Brunson (Sr) 
18 Anthony Kokal (So.) 
27 Peris Edwards (ur) 


KR 9 Jamal Rogers (ur) 
PR 2 Eugene Harris (ur) 


Passing: Daniel Raudabaugh, 343-201-1,960-9, 8 TDs 
Rushing: Thomas Merriweather, 140 car., 547 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Jamal Rogers, 42 rec., 359 yds., 01D 


Tackles: Caleb Bostic, 40, 15 solo 
Sacks: Morris Council, 2.5 


Interceptions: Ben Bennett, 1 for 78 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Eastern Michigan SID 


OFFENSE Scoring points should not be a big 
problem for the Eagles, since seven starters 
return from an offense that topped 50 in each 
of the final two games. Although new coach 
Ron English won't be spreading the field as 
EMU did in those contests, he can rely on 
some proven weapons for his new pro-style 
attack. The most important is quarterback 
Andy Schmitt, who was efficient, although not 
consistently explosive last year. Part of the 
reason for that was the receiving corps, which 
has producers like Jacory Stone (88 catches) 
bute nobody who can get downfield 
consistently. Perhaps freshman speedster 
Kinsman Thomas can help there. 

The ground game has a pair of solid 
components in Terrence Blevins and Dwayne 
Priest. Blevins scored 12 times last year and 
averaged 4.3 yards per carry. At 6'1", 238 
pounds, he provides a thunder counter to 
junior Dwayne Priest’s 5'9", 186-pound 
lightning capabilities. It would be good if they 
could improve their pass-catching production, 
though, since they combined for only 27 
receptions last year. 

Blevins and Priest will work behind an 
experienced line that brings back four starters. 
Eric Davis, a two-year starter at center, is back 


as an anchor. 


DEFENSE It’s a good thing English is a 
defensive-oriented coach, because the Eagles 
need help on this side of the ball after 
surrendering 408.6 yards and 35.6 points per 
game last year. The biggest concern is the 
defensive front, which allowed opposing backs 
to gain 5.2 yards per carry last year and 
mustered only 19 sacks. Sophomore end Brad 
Ohrman has potential, and the arrival of 


The Eagles didn’t get off to 
many good starts in ’08, 
scoring a shockingly low 
35 points in the first 
quarter of their 12 games. 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


junior college newcomer Ryan Leonard is 
expected to help in the middle, but building 
depth will be a key concern. 

The departure of ’08 leading tackler Daniel 
Holtzclaw from the middle linebacker spot 
leaves the second line a bit thin, so it’s 
important Andre Hatchett and Jermaine 
Jenkins step up on the outside. Another junior 
college transfer, Nate Paopao, could help there. 

The front seven’s weak play didn’t just 
impact Eastern’s ability to stop the run; its 
shaky pass rush also contributed to the 
secondary’s problems. EMU intercepted only 
eight passes last year and needs stickier 
coverage from its cornerbacks. The return of 
safety Ryan Downard from a broken arm 


should help fortify the unit. 
SPECIALISTS Junior kicker Joe Carithers 


made 10-of-14 placement tries last year, 
although he needs to improve his distance, and 
if senior punter Zach Johnson is clear of the 
leg injuries that plagued him last year, he can 
be the MAC's best. If not, shaky Patrick 
Treppa must handle the chores. Corey Welch 
is a solid kick returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS English has a big job ahead 
of him, because the Eagles have fallen far from 
contention in the MAC and are not even 
within clear striking distance of the other 
conference schools in the state. 

The toughest chore comes on defense, which 
is no surprise in such an offensive-minded 
league. English must find a way to make the 
Eagles less susceptible to the run, the better to 
keep them safe against the pass. The offense 
should produce some points, but if it wants to 
be more than just a grind-it-out operation, it 
needs to develop some playmakers. 

The Eagles made a good decision to hire 
English, even though he hasn't been a head 
coach before. His challenge is to change the 
personality of a program that has floundered 
for too long. 


Army . 28 Indiana State W 52-0 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Northwestern Sept. 6 atMichiganState L 10-42 | Scoring  25.8ppg 56 
Sept.19 at Michigan Sept. 13 Toledo lL 17-41 | Rushing 148.2 ypg 57 
Oct. 3 Temple Sept. 20 at Maryland L 24-51 | Passing 269.3 ypg 20 
Oct. 10 atCentral Michigan | Sept. 27 Northern Illinois L 0-37 | Total 417.5 ypg 25 
Oct. 17 Kent State Oct. 4 atBowlingGreen W 24-21 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 Ball State Oct. 11 at Army L 13-17 | Scoring 35.6 ppg 109 
Oct. 31 at Arkansas Oct. 18 Akron L 35-42 | Rushing 196.3 ypg 103 
Nov, 5 atNorthern Illinois | Oct. 25 at Ball State L 16-38 | Passing 2123 ypg 65 
Nov. 14 Western Michigan Nov. latWestern Michigan L 10-31 | Total 408.6 ypg = 95 
Nov. 20 at Toledo Nov. 22 at Temple L 52-55 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 27 at Akron . 28 Central Michigan W 56-52] +1 +0.08 55 


HEAD COACH: RON ENGLISH «= RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON * CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KEN KARCHER »* DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ERIC LEWIS 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Bpy scum 


THE QUOTE 
“What V 


\ 


jould like to do is build a team that 


understands what physical toughness is, and 
more importantly, what mental toughness is.” 


OFFENSE (7) 
15 Jacory Stone (Sr.) 
2 Dontayo Gage (Sr) 
18 DeAnthony White (Sr.) 
76 Bridger Buche (Jr) 
60 Andy Fretz (Sr) 
78 Eric Davis (Jr.) 
55 Stephen Johnson (Sr.) 
65 Dan DeMaster (ur) 
89 Josh LeDuc (Jr) 
7 Andy Schmitt (Sr) 
RB 3 Terrence Blevins (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 17 Brandon Downs (Sr) 
99 Tyler Palsrok (Jr) 
96 Brandon Slater (So.) 
90 Javon Reese (So.) 
20 Andre Hatchett (Sr.) 
57 Tim Fort (ur) 
25 Jermaine Jenkins (Sr.) 
19 Arrington Hicks (Jr) 
28 Nate Wilson (So.) 
23 Chris May (Sr) 
10 Ryan Downard (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 Joe Carithers (ur) 
P 33 Zach Johnson (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


ach Ron English 


27 Marvon Sanders (So.) 

9 Tyrone Burke (ur.) 
Kinsman Thomas (Fr.) 

71 Brian Moore (Jr) 

68 Korey Neal (Fr) 

61 Derek Gotham (So.) 

63 Mark VanDenburgh (Fr) 

70 Drew Serruto (So.) 

83 John Bonner (Sr.) 

11 Kyle McMahon (Jr) 

22 Dwayne Priest (Ur) 


97 Calvin Seilis (Fr.) 
Ryan Leonard (Jr.) 
92 Ryan Kuhlman (So.) 
93 Brad Ohrman (So.) 
44 Kyle DeMaster (Fr.) 
Nate Paopao (Jr.) 
42 Marcus English (So.) 
4 Kevin Long (Jr) 
14 Brandon Pratt (ur.) 
6 Martavius Cardwell (So.) 
Jonte Lewis (Jr) 


KR 26 Corey Welch (So.) 
PR 18 DeAnthony White (Sr) 


Passing: Andy Schmitt, 417-261-2,644-8, 15 TDs 
Rushing: Terrence Blevins, 133 car., 575 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Jacory Stone, 88 rec., 943 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Jermaine Jenkins, 64, 41 solo 


Sacks: Brad Ohrman, 6 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE New Mexico State is starting over — 
again. Coach Hal Mumme and his “Air Raid” 
offense are out after four unsuccessful seasons 
(11-38), replaced by former UCLA defensive 
coordinator DeWayne Walker. Walker is 
promising a more balanced approach on 
offense. New Mexico State had 318 rushing 
attempts for a mere 651 yards last season. 

Quarterback J.J. McDermott transferred, 
leaving untested junior college transfer Jeff 
Fleming and freshman Trevor Walls to battle it 
out under center. Both are tall passers who can 
make plays with their legs if needed. 

Seldom-used running backs Tonny Glynn 
and Marquell Colston will get more 
opportunities. Explosive wide receiver Chris 
Williams, the team’s lone first-team All-WAC 
selection, is gone, as is LaVorick Williams, who 
transferred. Senior wide receiver Marcus 
Anderson should be the No. 1 target for 
whoever ends up under center. 

The offensive line should be a strength as the 
Aggies return five players with starting 
experience. The unit allowed 45. sacks. last 
season, but the balanced approach should take 
some of the pressure off the veteran unit. 


43 


DEFENSE Walker is aiso instituting changes on 
this side of the ball, moving New Mexico State 
from an unorthodox 3-3-5 alignment to a more 
traditional 4-3 approach. The Aggies don’t 
return a single defensive line starter. 

The scheme change should make the Aggies 
better against the run. New Mexico State 
allowed 220.2 yards per game on the ground 
last year. Walker is determined to change that. 

“If you go back to the defenses we had at 
UCLA, we weren't huge either. There are things 
you can do schematically to alleviate or 


It has been 49 years since 
the Aggies last played ina 
bowl game. New Mexico 
State defeated Utah State 
20-13 in the 1960 Sun Bowl. 


Sept. 5 Idaho . 13 at Nebraska 


Sept.12 Prairie View A&M Sept. 20 at UTEP 
Sept. 19 UTEP Sept. 27 New Mexico 
Sept. 26 at New Mexico Oct. 4 Alcorn State 


Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 


at San Diego State 
Utah State 
at Louisiana Tech 


Oct. 11 at Nevada 


Oct. 25 at Idaho 


Oct. 24 Fresno State F 

Oct. 31 at Ohio State Nov. 1 Boise State 
Nov. 14 at Hawaii Nov. 8 Hawaii 

Nov. 21 Nevada Nov. 15 at Fresno State 
Nov. 28 at San Jose State Nov. 22 Louisiana Tech 


Dec. 5 at Boise State 29 at Utah State 
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Oct. 18 San Jose State 


HEAD COACH: DeWAYNE WALKER * RECORD AT SCHOOL: 0-0 (FIRST SEASON) * CAREER RECORD: 0-1 (FIRST SEASON) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TiMM ROSENBACH * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DzWAYNE WALKER 


compensate for the lack of size,” Walker says. 
“We have enough speed and athleticism.” 

The strength of the unit will be at linebacker 
and in the secondary. Despite the loss of safety 
Derrick Richardson, who led the nation with 
12.5 tackles per game, the Aggies return seven 
players with starting experience in the back 
seven, including linebackers Nick Paden (8.9 
tackles per game) and Jason Scott (7.0). 

Stopping the run is paramount. 

“A lot of teams last year, they ran all over us. 
We didnt have a good experience against the 
run in practice. It makes us a tougher team 
being able to run the ball,” Scott says. 


SPECIALISTS Walker has entrusted the special 
teams to Keith Murphy, who coached with the 
St. Louis Rams for the last two years. Walker has 
placed an emphasis on the unit, which returns 
kicker Kyle Hughes, who made 7-of-11 
attempts as a freshman. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Walker, whose name has 
come up in connection with several jobs over 
the last few years, is eager for the opportunity to 
run his own program. He doesn’t mind the 
history that stands in his way at New Mexico 
State. 

“There's been a million head coaches that 
have taken over programs that have had a bad 
past in terms of winning percentage,” he says. 
“There have been some coaches that have been 
able to change these programs. I take this as a 
challenge.” 

And the challenge is large. The Aggies are 
4-28 in WAC games since joining the 
conference in 2005. They ended the 2008 
season with a 47—2 loss at Utah State. 

Walker has lofty goals for this program, but 
it’s hard to envision the Aggies making much of 
a move this fall. With such a radical change on 
both sides of the ball, the 2009 season figures to 
be a year of transition. Winning two games in 
the WAC would have to be considered a 
success. 


Offense PerGame Rank 
W 34-33 | Scoring 22.2 ppg 89 
L 24-35 | Rushing 54.3 ypg 118 
Ww Passing 301.3 ypg 10 
W Total 355.6 ypg 64 
L Defense PerGame Rank 
L Scoring 34.1 ppg 105 
L Rushing  220.2ypg 115 
L Passing 159.4 ypg 3 
; Total 379.6 ypg 75 
L TO Margin PerGame Rank 
L -6 -0.50 89 


NICK PADEN. 
THE QUOTE 


“They need to start in the trenches because 
their O-line was only geared to protecting the 
quarterback long enough for Chase Holbrook to 
throw it. Now they have to find a way to run it 

more effectively.” 
— An opposing WAC assistant coach 
OFFENSE (3) 
WR 5 Julius Fleming (So.) 
10 Marcus Anderson (Sr.) 
59 David Norman (Sr.) 
76 Chuck Taylor (Jr.) 
62 Mike Grady (So.) 
72 Sioeli Fakalata (Sr.) 
74 Joe Suder (Sr) 
17 Kyle Nelson (ur) 
9 Jeff Fleming (ur) 
38 Brandon Perez (Sr) 
23 Tonny Glynn (Sr) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 48 Pierre Fils (So.) 

DT 52 Donte Savage (So.) 

NT 90 EJ. Cannon (Sr) 

DE 94 Kawika Shook (Jr) 

SLB 11 Jamar Cotton (Sr.) 

MLB 42 Nick Paden (Sr:) 

WLB 9 Jason Scott (Sr.) 

CB 4 Davon House (ur.) 

CB 8 Chris Buckner (Sr.) 
15 Junior Fasavalu (Sr.) 
19 Stephon Hatchett (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 46 Jordan Davenport (So.) 
P 96 Kyle Hughes (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Donavan Roberts, 1-1-9-0, 0TD 

Rushing: Marquell Colston, 82 car., 384 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Marcus Anderson, 50 rec., 617 yds., 9 TDs 
Tackles: Nick Paden, 107, 41 solo 

Sacks: Jamar Cotton, 3 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


Marcus Allen (ur.) 
William Bullock (ur) 
78 Kyle Smith (ur) 
67 Joe Palmer (Sr.) 
61 JR Saulietis (Sr) 
63 Mike Yocius (Fr.) 
73 Patrick Blount (ur.) 
85 Ronny Torres (ur) 
11 Trevor Walls (Fr.) 
21 Ron Opetaia (So.) 
3 Marquell Colston (Sr.) 


24 Justen Alford (Sr.) 
37 Justin Adolpho (ur) 
54 John Finau (Jr) 
Vincent Federico (ur) 

56 Sam King (Sr) 

51 Ross Conner (Sr.) 

45 Dawan Nolton (Fr) 
22 Ben Bradley (So.) 

1 Jonte Green (So.) 

2 Alphonso Powell (Jr.) 
40 Mike Zant (So.) 


KR 10 Marcus Anderson (Sr) 
PR 10 Marcus Anderson (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Idaho SID 


MOSCOW, IDAHO 


KIBBIE DOME (17,000) 


The Vandals return plenty of skill 
position players but lost a pair of All-WAC 
performers in tight end Eddie Williams and 
center Adam Korby. 

The strength of the unit will be in the 
backfield, where there is depth and talent, led 
by junior Deonte’ Jackson and sophomore 
Princeton McCarty. Jackson rushed for 696 
yards last season, down from the 1,175 he 
gained as a redshirt freshman. 

Junior quarterback Nathan Enderle returns 
for his third season as a starter after passing for 
2,077 yards and 20 touchdowns in 2008. But 
if the strong-armed 6'5" righthander doesn’t 
improve his accuracy and cut down on 
mistakes, it could open the door for 
sophomore transfer Brian Reader, who started 
his career at Arkansas before playing in the 
junior college ranks last season. 

The biggest concern for the quarterback will 
be operating behind a line that lost three 
starters, as well as the playmaking Williams. 
Coach Robb Akey is counting on a big senior 
year from slot receiver Max Komar and is 
hoping that junior Maurice Shaw and 
sophomore Preston Davis can make strides on 
the outside. 


The Vandals have lost at least eight 
games in each of the past eight 
seasons. 


Once again, the strength of the 
Vandal defense will be in the secondary, where 
three players with starting experience return at 
safety. The leader of the group is team captain 
Shiloh Keo, who missed most of last season 
with a shoulder injury. He's expected to be 
healthy by the time fall camp opens. Keo, a 
junior, is a tenacious hitter and was the team’s 
leading tackler at the time of the injury. Senior 
Virdell Larkins started every game and went 
on to lead the team in tackles with 82. Former 
walk-on Jeromy Jones also started a handful of 
games last season. 


The question mark for this unit will be at 
linebacker. Two starters who were the second- 
and third-leading tacklers from last season in 
Jonathan Faraimo and Justin Allen left the 
program, leaving Akey and his staff 
auditioning players during the spring. Expect 
that process to continue into the fall as the 
Vandals have five linebackers, including junior 
college transfer Korey Toomer, arriving on 
campus. Idaho does return junior JoJo 
Dickson at one outside spot and has a number 
of candidates who gained experience on special 
teams last season. 

Getting more production out of the 
defensive front would be a way to take pressure 
off the work-in-progress linebacking corps. 
Junior Aaron Lavarias will move from tackle to 
end, a spot that allows him to better use his 
quickness. Lavarias had a stellar spring, which 
was a promising development on a team that 
recorded only 11 sacks last season. 


Idaho lost every significant 
specialist, as well as special teams coordinator 
Johnny Nansen, who took the same role at 
Washington. The Vandals will be relying on 
freshmen ‘Trey Farquhar (kicker) and Bobby 
Cowan (punter). Co-special team 
coordinators Jeremy Thielbahr and Patrick 
Libey also must find a long snapper and a 
holder, positions that had been held by a pair 
of four-year starters. 


For Idaho to take a major 
step forward, the Vandal offense is going to 
need a consistent passing game to complement 
its capable ground attack. That means 
improved quarterback play. 

Defensively, the Vandals must first focus on 
slowing teams rather than stopping them. 
Idaho's defense was porous last season and 
should be improved, but probably not enough 
to make the Vandals candidates for bowl 
eligibility. It will likely be another long season 
in Moscow. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (2-10, 1-7) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at New Mexico State | Aug. 30 at Arizona L 0-70 | [Re PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 at Washington Sept. 6 Idaho State W 42-27 | Scoring 19.6 ppg 103 
Sept. 19 San Diego State Sept. 13 Western Michigan L 28-51 | Rushing 133.2 ypg 74 
Sept. 26 at Northern Illinois | Sept. 20 at Utah State L 17-42 | Passing 187.8 ypg 86 
Oct. 3 Colorado State Sept. 27 atSan Diego State L 17-45 | Total 320.9 ypg = 93 
Oct. 10 at San Jose State Oct. 4 Nevada L 14-49 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 17 Hawaii Oct. 11 at Fresno State L 32-45 | Scoring 428ppg 117 
Oct. 24 at Nevada Oct. 18 atLouisianaTech L 14-46 | Rushing 209.6ypg 107 
Oct. 31 Louisiana Tech Oct. 25 New Mexico State W 20-14 | Passing 2624ypg 107 
Nov. 7 Fresno State Nov. 1 San Jose State L 24-39 | Total 472.0 yng 6 
Nov. 14 at Boise State Nov. 15 Boise State ease TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 Utah State Nov, 22 at Hawaii L a9 | 14 -117. «(114 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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TANDALS | bac beeicnoN A 
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OFFENSE (6) 

WR 7 Preston Davis (So.) 
WR 22 Max Komar (Sr.) 

WR 1 Eric Greenwood (ur) 
LT 70 Matt Cleveland (So.) 
LG 77 Mike lupati (Sr.) 

C 69 Irv Stevens (Sr.) 

RG 62 Adam Juratovac (Sr.) 
RT 79 Bryce Sinclair (Sr) 
TE 89 Peter Bjorvik (Sr) 
QB 10 Nathan Enderle (ur.) 
RB = 3: Deonte’ Jackson (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 95 Aaron Lavarias (Jr) 
DT 93 Michael Cosgrove (So.) 
DT 99 Jonah Sataraka (Jr) 
DE 58 Hank Bryant (So.) 

SLB 34 JoJo Dickson (Jr) 


MLB 51 Tre’Shawn Robinson (So.) 


WLB 1 Robert Siavii (So.) 
CB 27 Isaac Butts (ur) 

CB 23 Kenneth Patten (So.) 
SS 10 Shiloh Keo (Jr) 

FS 6 Jeromy Jones (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 21. Trey Farquhar (Fr.) 
P 13 Bobby Cowan (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


a. 


16 Dewey Hale (ur) 
12 Quin Ashley (ur) 

2 Maurice Shaw (ur.) 
63 Ronald Mallory (Fr) 
66 Kurt Newboles (ur) 
68 Guy Reynolds (Fr.) 
61 Tevita Halaholo (Jr) 
67 Tyrone Novikoff (So.) 
84 Kevin Small (Sr.) 

14 Brian Reader (So.) 
20 Princeton McCarthy (So.) 


96 Charles Smith (So.) 
43 Fonomanu Sekona (ur) 
44 Oga Faumui (Sr) 
55 Andre Ferguson (So.) 
54 Brad Marboe (Fr) 
42 Paul Senescall (ur.) 
Korey Toomer (Jr.) 
4 Eric Hunter (ur) 
32 Andre Robinson (Fr.) 
24 Virdell Larkins (Sr.) 
5 Shelton Miles (So.) 


KR 25 Kama Bailey (So.) 
PR 10Shiloh Keo (ur) 


Passing: Nathan Enderle, 339-184-2,077-17, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Deonte’ Jackson, 161 car., 696 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Preston Davis, 27 rec., 296 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Virdell Larkins, 82, 70 solo 


Sacks: Oga Faumui, 2 


Interceptions: Isaac Butts, 3 for 41 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


DENTON, TEXAS _ FOUTS FIELD (30,500) 


OFFENSE Head coach Todd Dodge's four- 
wideout offense enters its third year needing a 
breakout season. Two-year ___ starting 
quarterback Giovanni Vizza transferred, and 
the program's all-time leading receiver, Casey 
Fitzgerald, graduated. Only one of last season's 
top five receivers returns, and Dodge's son, 
Riley, will start at quarterback as a redshirt 
freshman. There’s at least a good foundation 
with considerable depth on the offensive line 
and at running back. Tailback Cam 
Montgomery, who rushed for 928 yards last 
season, is a productive weapon. A boost could 
come from the return of three key offensive 
players who missed last season due to injury, 
including 2007 All-Sun Belt center/guard 


Kelvin Drake, 
6 Ba Gj 


North Texas has gained plenty of yards but 
has not converted them to points. A high 
turnover ratio and lack of a vertical passing 
game have stalled progress, but the same issues 
may remain. Riley Dodge is his father’s 
highest-rated recruit thus far, but he lacks 
experience, and three newcomers will start at 
wide the NCAA approves 
Oklahoma transfer wideout Tyler Stradford’s 
eligibility in the fall, the offense would gain a 
much-needed weapon. 


North Texas’ air attack has 
been a bit grounded. UNT 
averaged 8.9 yards per 
reception last season, the 
lowest mark in the nation. 


receiver. If 


DEFENSE North Texas has ranked last 
nationally in scoring defense the past two 
seasons (47.6 points allowed per game in 


2008) despite changing coordinators, 
ovo 
personnel and scheme. Second-year 


coordinator Gary DeLoach returns eight 


starters and the top eight tacklers from last 
season, but he will experiment with another 
scheme change and positional moves. North 


1 a 
i AT a NATIONAL FORECA 
narhemreseaeiiaiing 00220108 — 


Texas will try a 4-2-5 look at times, playing 
talented senior Kylie Hill in a hybrid 
linebacker/safety position. 

Brandon Akpunku moves from linebacker 
to defensive end to add a speedy pass rusher up 
front. Three junior college transfers must also 
make an immediate impact to prop up a 
questionable defensive line. Linebackers Tobe 
Nwigwe and Craig Robertson return as the 
team’s top two tacklers. The secondary has 
more untapped talent than experience. Junior 
college transfer cornerback Ira Smith is among 
a few inexperienced players who could unseat 
returning starters in the secondary. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Jeremy Knott returns 
after making 12-of-17 field goals but missing 
six extra points. True freshman Will Atterberry 
replaces All-Sun Belt punter Truman Spencer. 
North Texas ranked among the nation’s worst 
in kick and punt return yards and in coverage 
of kickoffs and punts last season. All facets 
must improve to compensate for an offense 
and a defense lacking consistency. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Patience is growing thin 
among the Mean Green fan base. The 
experiment of hiring Dodge — a former 
nationally renowned Texas high school coach 
who replaced four-time Sun Belt champion 
coach Darrell Dickey — needs to yield some 
positive results. Dodge has a 3-21 record and 
one conference win in two seasons. 

Dodge's offense has shown some positive 
signs, but a poor defense and a rash of 
turnovers have squandered winnable games 
and added to frustrations. 

Most of North Texas’ winnable games arrive 
late in the season, but momentum needs to 
come earlier. The home opener against MAC 
foe Ohio may offer such an opportunity. 

North Texas’ best-case scenario likely still 
includes a losing record, but developing 
promising young players, like his quarterback 
son, may prolong Dodge's tenure. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (1¥-11, 0-7) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 3 at Ball State Aug. 30 at Kansas State L 6-45 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept.12 Ohio Sept. 6 Tulsa L 26-56 | Scoring 20.0ppg 102 
Sept. 19 at Alabama Sept. 13 at LSU L 3-41 | Rushing 127.3 ypg 82 
Sept. 26 Middle Tennessee Sept. 27 at Rice L 20-77 | Passing 235.7 ypg 44 
Oct. 10 at UL Lafayette Oct. 4 Florida International L 10-42 | Total 363.0ypg 57 
Oct. 17 Florida Atlantic Oct. 11 UL Lafayette L 30-59 Defense PerGame Rank 
Oct. 24 at Troy Oct. 18 at UL Monroe L 23-35 | Scoring 47.6ppg 119 
Oct. 31 Western Kentucky Oct. 25 Troy L 17-45 | Rushing 207.1ypg 105 
Nov. 7 UL Monroe Nov. 1 atWestern Kentucky W 51-40 | Passing 275.5ypg 115 
Nov. 14 at FIU Nov. 8atFlorida Atlantic L 13-46 | Total 482.6 ypg 119 
Nov. 21 Army Nov. 22 at MiddleTennessee L 13-52 TO Margin PerGame Rank 
Nov. 28 at Arkansas State Nov. 29 Arkansas State L 28-33 | -l7 142 116 
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HEAD COACH: TODD DODGE + RECORD AT SCHOOL: 3-21 (2 YEARS) + CAREER RECORD: 3 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TODD FORD * DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GARY DELOACH 


1 (2 YEARS) 


PNA DY 
IGIDER! 


THE QUOTE 
“With three or four weeks left in the season, I'd 
like to still have a chance to play in December.” 
— NorthT oach Todd Dodge 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 86 Jamaal Jackson (Jr) 
WR 82 Michael Outlaw (ur) 
88 Tyler Stradford (Fr.) 
8 Sam Roberson (So.) 
64 Victor Gill (Jr.) 
62 Gabe Hollivay (Sr.) 
56 J.J. Johnson (So.) 
70 Coleman Feeley (So.) 
77 Esteban Santiago (ur.) 
11 Riley Dodge (Fr.) 
26 Cam Montgomery (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 47 Brandon Akpunku (So.) 
DT 92 Draylen Ross (Sr) 
DT Shavod Atkinson (ur) 
DE 94 Eddrick Gilmore (Sr.) 
OLB 42 Craig Robertson (ur.) 
MLB 44 Tobe Nwigwe (Sr.) 
OLB 45 Jeremy Phillips (Fr.) 
CB 21 Royce Hill (So.) 

CB 25 Ira Smith (Ur) 

SS 37 Kylie Hill (Sr.) 

FS 10 DaWaylon Cook (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 49 Jeremy Knott (Sr) 
P Will Atterberry (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Nathan Tune, 13-6-55-0, 0 TD 

Rushing: Cam Montgomery, 170 car., 928 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Alex Lott, 26 rec., 201 yds., 2TDs 
Tackles: Tobe Nwigwe, 111, 51 solo 

Sacks: Eddrick Gilmore, 3 

Interceptions: Tobe Nwigwe, 3 for 98 yds. 


4 Alex Lott (ur) 
17 Breece Johnson (Jr) 

9 BJ. Lewis (So.) 
80 Kevin Dickerson (Sr.) 
72 Matt Tomlinson (So.) 
68 Kelvin Drake (Jr.) 
60 Aaron Fortenberry (So.) 
57 Tyler Bailey (Sr.) 
71 Matt Menard (ur) 

6 Nathan Tune (ur) 

5 Lance Dunbar (So.) 


90 Mack Cole (Sr.) 

74 Troy Franklin (So.) 
95 Jesse DeSoto (ur) 
93 Kyle Russo (So.) 

16 Steve Warren (Sr.) 
31 A.J. Penson (Jr) 
54 Robbie Deheck (So.) 
35 Antoine Bush (Sr) 
22 Adryan Adams (Sr.) 
18 John Shorter (So.) 
23 Darien Williams (So.) 


KR 10 DaWaylon Cook (So.) 
PR 86 Jamaal Jackson (Jr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Western Kentucky SID 


: The spread offense had Western 
Kentucky spread thin in points (only 17.5 per 
game last year), so new offensive coordinator 
Walt Wells, promoted from offensive line 
coach, has incorporated more of a traditional 
approach this fall, including more snaps under 
center and an emphasis on running. Maybe 
that’s because whichever quarterback — senior 
Brandon Smith or redshirt freshmen Marcus 
Vasquez or Ka-wauan Jakes — wins the job in 
August, none will boast any experience. Smith 
is more of a traditional quarterback; the 
freshmen are similar in putting pressure on 
defenses by running and throwing. 

Experience isn’t lacking in the senior 
running back tandem of Marell Booker and 
Tyrell Hayden, who combined for 673 rushing 
yards last year. Booker is stronger, Hayden is 
quicker, and their production has been similar 
— 4.3 and 4.2 yards per carry, respectively. 

Sure-handed and reliable senior Jake 
Gaebler is only 25 receptions shy of breaking 
the school’s all-time receiving mark of 149 
catches. Sophomore receiver Derrius Brooks is 
the most athletic receiver, and he can stretch 
the field. Tight end will get more action, too, 
but sophomore Tristan Jones has little 
experience. 

The veteran offensive line is considered a 
team strength with four returning starters, led 
by senior guard Cody Hughes, the best of the 
bunch, 


Western Kentucky went 0-5 
against teams from the Sun Belt 
last fall en route to its 2-10 
finish. The Hilltoppers will play a 
full Sun Belt schedule this season. 


New defensive coordinator Mike 
Dietzel, promoted from linebackers coach, will 
rely on a talented and experienced quartet of 
linebackers to anchor the 3-4. Senior Blake 
Boyd, the top returning tackler, has aspirations 
of playing at the next level. At 6'3", 250, and 


\f KENTUC K\ 


possessing the ability to run, he’s a playmaker 
in space or coming from the outside on the 
rush, as evidenced by his team lead in sacks 
and pass breakups. 

Seniors Taurean Smith and Darvis McBride 
are solid run-stoppers at inside linebacker, but 
they will have to be, considering the biggest 
question mark for the Hilltoppers is a 
defensive line with little to no returning 
experience and three freshmen as backups. 
Sophomore Jared Clendenin is the most 
experienced, but slight at only 230 pounds. 

With the WKU positional theme of feast or 
famine when it comes to experience per unit, 
the secondary has only one senior among the 
top eight players. Junior cornerback Dexter 
Taylor is the most athletic, but he spent most 
of last season at backup quarterback before 
making the move. 


Irs hard to say if sophomore 
Casey Tinius can handle the placekicking 
duties. He's never attempted a field goal in 
college. Conversely, senior punter Jeremy 
Moore booted 67 punts last season, netting 
36.9 yards per kick and putting nearly a fourth 
of them down inside the 20. Gaebler’s 
reliability at receiver translates to returning 
punts, too. Sophomore Bobby Rainey has 
breakaway ability — he had a 92-yarder 
against Murray State — on kickoff returns. 


Two seasons ago, Western 
Kentucky began its transition from Division I 
Football © Championship — Subdivision 
membership into the top rung of the Football 
Bowl Subdivision. And the Hilltoppers went 
7-5. That wasn’t so difficult, right? But the 
Toppers slumped to 2-10 last fall and did not 
beat an FBS team. This is a proud program 
with a history of success at the I-AA level 
(most notably, the 2002 national title), but the 
Hilltoppers figure to struggle in their first 
season as a full-fledged FBS team. A last-place 
finish in the Sun Belt is a very real possibility. 


2009 SCHEDULE 2008 RESULTS (2-10) 2008 NAT’L RANKINGS 
Sept. 5 at Tennessee Aug. 30 at Indiana L 123-31 Offense PerGame Rank 
Sept. 12 South Florida Sept. 6 atEastern Kentucky W 37-13 | Scoring 17.5 ppg NA 
Sept.19 Central Arkansas Sept. 13 at Alabama L 7-41 | Rushing 143.9 ypg NA 
Sept. 26 at Navy Sept. 20 Murray State Ww 50-9] Passing 142.2ypg NA 
Oct. 10 FIU Sept. 27 at Kentucky L 3-41 | Total 286.lypg NA 
Oct. 17 UL Lafayette Oct. 4 at Virginia Tech L 13-27 Defense PerGame _ Rank 
Oct. 24 atMiddle Tennessee | Oct. 11 Ball State L 7-24 | Scoring  27.2ppg NA 
Oct. 31 at North Texas Oct. 18 Florida Atlantic L 20-24 | Rushing 162.4ypg NA 
Nov. 7 Troy Nov, 1 North Texas L 40-51 | Passing 2128ypg NA 
Nov. 14 at UL Monroe Nov. 8 at Troy L 7-27 | Total 375.3 ypg NA 
Nov, 28 at Florida Atlantic Nov. 15 MiddleTennessee L 10-21 | (ARULMEDPIAMISI MrT eee ET 
Dec. 3 Arkansas State Dec. 6 atFIU L -0.08 NA 


3-27 | 1 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


HILLTOPPET pe in gniesD on! 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 7 Quinterrance Cooper (Ur) 16 Dustin Boyer (ur) 


WR 11 Jake Gaebler (Sr.) 
WR 8 Seth Tamme (ur) 

LT 77 Wes Jeffries (So.) 

LG 70 Cody Hughes (Sr.) 

C 71 Lloyd Pressley (Sr.) 
RG 74 Mychal Patterson (Jr) 
RT 68 Preston King (Sr.) 

TE 33 Tristan Jones (So.) 
QB 12 Brandon Smith (Sr) 
RB 20 Marell Booker (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 93 Bo Abedayo (So.) 
NT 94 Nick Hartnett (Jr) 
DE 53 Jared Clendenin (So.) 
OLB 6 Blake Boyd (Sr) 

ILB 4 Darvis McBride (Sr.) 
ILB 41 Taurean Smith (Sr) 
OLB 38 Mike Gothard (Jr) 
CB 13 Dexter Taylor (Jr.) 
CB 21 Jihad Morris (Sr.) 

S 14 John Garrett (So.) 

S$ 19 Mark Santoro (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 83 Casey Tinius (So.) 
P 44 Jeremy Moore (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


_§12U 


82 Derrius Brooks (So.) 

87 Wenquell Graves (Ur) 
76 Adam Smith (Fr) 

58 Shelley Anthony (So.) 

69 Luke Stansfield (Fr.) 

72 Derrick Elder (Jr) 

73 Jacob McLaurin (Jr) 

84 Jack Doyle (Fr) 

18 Marcus Vasquez (Fr.) 
1 Tyrell Hayden (Sr.) 


95 Kenny Martin (Fr) 
43 Jamarcus Allen (Fr) 
91 Brandon Whitty (Fr.) 
39 Tyran Golden (Fr.) 
10 Chris Bullard (Ur) 
42 Lu, Harbison (Sr) 
Chuck Franks (Fr.) 
47 Trent Calhoun (So.) 
32 Erik Jones (ur) 
31 Orlando Misaalefua (Jr) 
15 Ryan Beard (So.) 


KR 17 Bobby Rainey (So.) 
PR 11 Jake Gaebler (Sr) 


Passing: Brandon Smith, 25-12-47-1, 0TD 
Rushing: Tyrell Hayden, 92 car., 388 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Jake Gaebler, 54 rec., 588 yds., 4 TDs 


Tackles: Blake Boyd, 67, 33 solo 


Sacks: Blake Boyd, 3.5 


Interceptions: Ryan Beard, 3 for 31 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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2009 FBS 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


S.5 Northeastern 
$.12 Kent State 
$.19 at Clemson 
S.26 Wake Forest 
Florida State 
at Virginia Tech 
NC State 

at Notre Dame 
Central Michigan 
at Virginia 
North Carolina 
at Maryland 


CLEMSON (7-6, 4-4) 
Clemson, SC 
S.5 Middle Tennessee 
at Georgia Tech 
Boston College 
TCU 
at Maryland 
Wake Forest 
at Miami 
Coastal Carolina 
Florida State 
at NC State 
Virginia 
at South Carolina 
(4-8, 1-7) 
Durham, NC 
Richmond 
at Army 
at Kansas 
North Carolina Central 
Virginia Tech 
at NC State 
Maryland 
at Virginia 
at North Carolina 
Georgia Tech 
at Miami 
Wake Forest 


FLORIDA STATE (9-4, 5-3) 
Tallahassee, FL. 

S.7 Miami 

$.12 Jacksonville State 
$.19 atBYU 

S.26 South Florida 

at Boston College 
Georgia Tech 

at North Carolina 
NC State 

at Clemson 

at Wake Forest 
Maryland 

at Florida 


GEORGIA TECH (9-4, 5-3) 
Atlanta, GA 
$.5 Jacksonville State 
$.10 Clemson 
S.17 at Miami 
S.26 North Carolina 
0.3 at Mississippi State 
0.10 at Florida State 
0.17 Virginia Tech 
0.24 at Virginia 
0.31 at Vanderbilt 

7 Wake Forest 
14 at Duke 
28 Georgia 


LAND (8-5, 44) 
College Park, MD 
S.5 at California 
§.12 James Madison 
$.19 Middle Tennessee 
S.26 Rutgers 
Clemson 
at Wake Forest 
Virginia 
at Duke 
at NC State 
Virginia Tech 
at Florida State 
Boston College 
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MIAMI (7-6, 4-4) 

Coral Gables, FL 

S.7 at Florida State 
Georgia Tech 

at Virginia Tech 
Oklahoma 
Florida A&M 

at Central Florida 
Clemson 

at Wake Forest 
Virginia 

at North Carolina 
Duke 

at South Florida 
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NORTH CAROLINA (8-5, 4-4) 


Chapel Hill, NC 

S.5 The Citadel 
$.12 at Connecticut 
S.19 East Carolina 
S.26 at Georgia Tech 
3 Virginia 

10 Georgia Southern 
22 Florida State 

29° at Virginia Tech 
7 Duke 

14 Miami 

21 at Boston College 
28 at NC State 


C STATE (6-7, 4-4) 
Raleigh, NC 

. South Carolina 
Murray State 
Gardner-Webb 
Pittsburgh 

at Wake Forest 
Duke 

at Boston College 
at Florida State 
Maryland 
Clemson 

at Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 


wn 
~ Ree w 
BYENSYRSS 


#e2299990"N""N 
mr 
ors 


S.5 William & Mary 
$.12 TCU 

$.19 at Southern Miss 
at North Carolina 
Indiana 

at Maryland 
Georgia Tech 
Duke 

at Miami 

Boston College 
at Clemson 
Virginia Tech 
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VIRGINIA TECH (10-4, 5-3) 


$.19 Nebraska 
$.26 Miami 

. at Duke 
Boston College 
at Georgia Tech 
North Carolina 
at East Carolina 
at Maryland 
NC State 
at Virginia 
#Atlanta, GA 
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S.5 Baylor 

$.12 Stanford 
$.19 Elon 

S. 26 at Boston College 
NC State 
Maryland 

at Clemson 

at Navy 
Miami 

at Georgia Tech 
Florida State 
at Duke 
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SCHEDULES !* 


CINCINNATI (11-3, 6-1) 
Cincinnati, OH 

S.7 at Rutgers 

§.12 SE Missouri State 
$.19 at Oregon State 
Fresno State 

at Miami (OH) 
at South Florida 
Louisville 

at Syracuse 
Connecticut 
West Virginia 
Illinois 

at Pittsburgh 
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S.12 North Carolina 
$.19 at Baylor 
S.26 Rhode Island 
0.10 at Pittsburgh 
0.17 Louisville 
0.24 atWest Virginia 
0.31 Rutgers 
N.7 at Cincinnati 
N.21 at Notre Dame 
N. 28 Syracuse 
0.5 


Louisville, KY 

Indiana State 
at Kentucky 

at Utah 
Pittsburgh 
Southern Miss 
at Connecticut 
at Cincinnati 
Arkansas State 
at West Virginia 
Syracuse 

at South Florida 
Rutgers 


222209099990" 4"N% 
WRK EMME 
FES’ SRsS 


NNyeN 
ars 


Pittsburgh, PA 

S.5 Youngstown State 
$.12 at Buffalo 

Navy 

at NC State 

at Louisville 
Connecticut 

at Rutgers 
South Florida 
Syracuse 

Notre Dame 

at West Virginia 
Cincinnati 
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S.7 — Cincinnati 

$.12 Howard 

§.19 Florida International 
S.26 at Maryland 

Texas Southern 

6 Pittsburgh 

3 at Army 

1 at Connecticut 
2 South Florida 
1 at Syracuse 
. 28 at Louisville 
D.5 West Virginia 


SOUTH FLORIDA (8-5, 2-5) 
Tampa, FL 

S.5 Wofford 

at Western Kentucky 
Charleston Southern 
at Florida State 

at Syracuse 
Cincinnati 

at Pittsburgh 

West Virginia 

at Rutgers 
Louisville 

Miami 

at Connecticut 
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PRESENTED BY rx 


5.5 Minnesota 

at Penn State 
Northwestern 
Maine 

South Florida 
West Virginia 
Akron 
Cincinnati 

at Pittsburgh 
at Louisville 
Rutgers 

at Connecticut 
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WEST VIRGINIA (9-4,5-2) 


Morgantown, WV 
S.5 Liberty 

East Carolina 
at Auburn 
Colorado 

at Syracuse 
Marshall 
Connecticut 
at South Florida 
Louisville 

at Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 

at Rutgers 
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BIG TEN 


ILLINOIS (5-7, 3-5) 
Champaign, IL 


S.5  #Missouri 
$.12 Illinois State 
S.26 at Ohio State 
0.3 Penn State 
0.10 Michigan State 
0.17 at Indiana 
24 at Purdue 
31 Michigan 

at Minnesota 
4 Northwestern 
7 at Cincinnati 

Fresno State 

#St. Louis, MO 


Bloomington, IN 

$.3 Eastern Kentucky 
$.12 Western Michigan 
$.19 at Akron 

S.26 at Michigan 
Ohio State 

0 at Virginia 

7 Minos 

4 at Northwestern 
1 at Iowa 
Wisconsin 

at Penn State 
Purdue 


lowa City, IA 

$.5 Northern lowa 
$.12 at Iowa State 
S.19 Arizona 

S.26 at Penn State 
3 Arkansas State 
10 Michigan 

17 at Wisconsin 

24 at Michigan State 
31 Indiana 

7 Northwestern 
14 at Ohio State 
N.21 Minnesota 


MICHIGAN (3-9, 2-6) 
Ann Arbor, MI 

S.5 Western Michigan 
$.12 Notre Dame 
S.19 Eastern Michigan 
S.26 Indiana 

0.3 at Michigan State 
0.10 atlowa 

0.17 Delaware State 
0.24 Penn State 
0.31 at Illinois 

N.7 Purdue 

N.14 at Wisconsin 
N.21 Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE (9-4, 6-2) 


East Lansing, MI 

S.5 Montana State 
§.12 Central Michigan 
S.19 at Notre Dame 
S$. 26 at Wisconsin 
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WISCONSIN (7-6, 3-5) 
Madison, WI 

S.5 Northern Illinois 
S.12 Fresno State 
$.19 Wofford 

S.26 Michigan State 
at Minnesota 


0.3 Michigan 0.3 P 
0.10 at Illinois 0.10 at Ohio State 
0.17 Northwestern 5 u ser 
0.24 Towa iT indi 
0.31 at Minnesota Nw Michigan 
N.7 Western Michigan N.21 at'Northwestern 
N.14 at Purdue D.5 — atHawaii 
N.21 Penn State We “5 
BIG 12 
MINNESOTA (7-6, 3-5) BAYLOR (4-8 7_f\ 
Minneapolis, MN Waco, ms 12-6) 
ey al Syracuse S.5 _ atWake Forest 
-12 Air Force $.19 Connecticut 
S.19 California S.26 Northwestern State 
S.26 at Northwestern 0.3 Kent State 
oe deg 0.10 at Oklahoma 
. rdue 0,17 at Iowa State 
0.17 at Penn State 0.24 Oklahoma State 
0.24 at Ohio State 0,31 Nebraska 
0.31 Michigan State N.7 at Missouri 
N.7 Illinois N.14 Texas 
N.14 South Dakota State N.21 atTexas A&M 
N.21 atlowa N. 28 tiring tt 
#Arlington, 
NORTHWESTERN (9-4, 5-3) 
Evanston, IL SLANE 67,28 
S.5 Towson Boulder, 
S.12 Eastern Michigan S.5_ Colorado State 
$.19 at Syracuse 5 a th 
Cy arent 0.1 at West Virginia 
S 1 0.10 atTexas 
0.10 Miami (OH) 
0.17 at Michigan State Ort?) “Kansas 
- “apts lee 0.24 at Kansas State 
0.24 Indiana j : 
0.31 Missouri 
0.31 Penn State N.7 Texas ASM 
N.7  atlowa N.14_ at Iowa State 
N.14 at Illinois N.19 at Oklahoma State 
N.21 Wisconsin N.27 Nebraska 
Oin0 STATE (10-8, 7-4 IOWA STATE (2-10,0-8) 
Columbus, Ames, lA 
S.5 Navy $.3 North Dakota State 
$.12 USC $.12 Iowa 
S.19 #Toledo S.19 at Kent State 
S. 26 Illinois S.26 Army 
0.3 at Indiana 0.3  #at Kansas State 
0.10 Wisconsin . ¥ = ig 
0.17 at Purdue ‘ ayIOr 
0.24 Minnesota 0.24 at Nebraska 
0.31 New Mexico State Oval vabteaas AGM 
N.7 at Penn State zn # hme 
on ae N.21. at Missouri 
: #Kansas City, MO 
#Cleveland, OH 
PENN STATE (11-2, 7-1) sri aye i 
University Park, PA ad ve 
ty Park, S.5 Northern Colorado 
S.5_ Akron $.12 at UTEP 
$.12 Syracuse S.19 Duke 
$.19 Temple S.26 Southern Miss 
S.26 Iowa — 0.10 Iowa State 
0.3 at Illinois 0.17 at Colorado 
0.10 Eastern Illinois 0.24 Oklahoma 
0.17 Minnesota 0.31 atTexas Tech 
0.24 at Michigan N.7 at Kansas State 
0.31 at Northwestern N.14 Nebraska 
N.7 Ohio State N.21 atTexas 
N.14. Indiana N. 28 #Missouri 
N.21 at Michigan State #Kansas City, MO 
a (4-8, 2-6) prrcedalyly (5-7, 2-6) 
Lafayette, IN Manha 
5.5 Sado S.5 Massachusetts 
5.12 S.12 at UL Lafayette 
cae cee oreo S.19 atUCLA 
S.19 Northern Illinois ‘A 
S.26 Tennessee Tech 
S.26 Notre Dame 
0.3 #lowa State 
0.3 Northwestern 0.10 atTexas Tech 
0.10 at Minnesota ‘ 
F 0.17 Texas A&M 
0.17 Ohio State 
0 0.24 Colorado 
0.24 Ilinois 0.31 at Oklahoma 
0.31 at Wisconsin N.7 Kansas 
N.7 at Michigan N.14 Missouri 
N.14 Michigan State N.21 at Nebraska 
N.21 at Indiana #Kansas City, MO 
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MISSOURI (10-4, 5-3) 
Columbia, MO 


# illinois 

Bowling Green 
Furman 

at Nevada 
Nebraska 

7 & Oklahoma State 


jexas 
1 at Colorado 
Baylor 
4 at Kansas State 
1 Iowa State 
28 SiKansas 
#St. Louis, MO 
%Kansas City, MO 


NEBRASKA (9-4, 5-3) 


Lincoln, NE 

Florida Atlantic 

2 Arkansas State 

9 at Virginia Tech 

6 ULLafayette 
at Missouri 

7 Texas Tech 

4 lowa State 

1 at Baylor 
Oklahoma 

4 at Kansas 

1 Kansas State 

27 at Colorado 


S.5  #BYU 
Idaho State 
Tulsa 
at Miami 
Baylor 
°sTexas 
24 at Kansas 
31 Kansas State 
7 atNebraska 
14 Texas A&M 
21 atTexas Tech 
28 Oklahoma State 
#Arlington, TX 


%Dallas, TX 


OKLAHOMA STATE (9-4, 5-3) 


Stillwater, OK 
Georgia 
Houston 
Rice 
6 Grambling 
at Texas A&M 
Missouri 
at Baylor 
1 Texas 

at Iowa State 
4 Texas Tech 
9 Colorado 
28 at Oklahoma 


Colorado 
#Oklahoma 

at Missouri 

1 Saale State 


U 

4 at Baylor 

21 Kansas 

26 atTexas A&M 
#Dallas, TX 
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Utah State 
UAB 


# Arkansas 
Oklahoma State 
at Kansas State 
at Texas Tech 
Towa State 

at Colorado 

at Oklahoma 
Baylor 

Texas 
#Arlington, TX 
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TEXAS TECH (11-2, 7-1) 


Lubbock, TX 

North Dakota 
Rice 

at Texas 

at Houston 
New Mexico 
Kansas State 
at Nebraska 
Texas A&M 
Kansas 

at Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma 

# Baylor 
#Arlington, TX 
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S. 26 


Appalachian State 
at West Virginia 
at North Carolina 
UCF 

at Marshall 

at SMU 

Rice 

at Memphis 
Virginia Tech 

at Tulsa 

UAB 

Southern Miss 


Houston, TX 
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Northwestern State 
at Oklahoma State 
Texas Tech 

at UTEP 

at Mississippi State 
at Tulane 


Southern Ilinois 
at Virginia Tech 
Bowling Green 
at Memphis 
East Carolina 

at Tulane 

at West Virginia 
UAB 


at UCF 
Southern Miss 
SMU 

at UTEP 


MEMPHIS (6-7, 44) 
Memphis, TN 


S.6 
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Ole Miss 

at Middle Tennessee 
Tennessee-Martin 
Marshall 

at UCF 

UTEP 

at Southern Miss 
East Carolina 

at Tennessee 

UAB 

at Houston 

at Tulsa 


RICE (10-3, 7-1) 
1X 


$5 
S.12 
$.19 
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BER 


at UAB 

at Texas Tech 

at Oklahoma State 
Vanderbilt 

Tulsa 

Navy 

at East Carolina 


at Houston 


SMU (1-11, 0-8) 
Dallas, TX 


Hai 


Stephen F. Austin 
at UAB 

at Washington State 
atTCU 

East Carolina 
Navy 

at Houston 
atTulsa 

Rice 

UTEP 

at Marshall 
Tulane 


SOUTHERN MISS (7-6, 4-4) 
it MS 


Alcorn State 
UCF 

Virginia 

at Kansas 
at UAB 

at Louisville 
Memphis 
Tulane 

at Houston 
at Marshall 
Tulsa 

at East Carolina 
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TULANE (2-10, 1-7) 
New Orleans, LA 


Houston 

at Southern Miss 
atLSU 

UTEP 

at Rice 

at UCF 

at SMU 


TULSA (11-3, 7-1) 
Tulsa, OK 
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at Tulane 
at New Mexico 
at Oklahoma 


Houston 

East Carolina 

at Southern Miss 
Memphis 


at Troy 

at Texas A&M 
Southern Miss 
at Ole Miss 

at Marshall 

at UTEP 

Florida Atlantic 
at Memphis 

at East Carolina 
UCF 
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at Southern Miss 
Buffalo 

at East Carolina 
Memphis 

Miami 

at Rice 

Marshall 

at Texas 
Houston 


Kansas 

at New Mexico State 
at Texas 
Houston 

at Memphis 
Tulsa 

UAB 

at Tulane 

at SMU 

at Rice 
Marshall 


(ON (5-7, 3-5) 


, OH 
at Penn State 
Morgan State 
Indiana 
at Central Michigan 
Ohio 


at Northern Illinois 
Kent State 

Temple 

at Bowling Green 
Eastern Michigan 


New Hampshire 

at Army 

at Auburn 

Toledo 

at Temple 

Bowling Green 

at Eastern Michigan 
Ohio 

at Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 

at Western Michigan 


Zz zzOOOONNNN 
SSRYSUSYRSERY 


r=) 


=eezez090990N% 


27 


o 


EASTERN MICHIGAN (3-9, 2-6) 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS (6-7, 5-3) 
Dekalb, IL 
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Troy 

at Missouri 
at Marshall 
Boise State 
Ohio 

at Kent State 
at Ball State 
Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 

at Miami (Oh) 
Akron 


at Temple 

Central Michigan 
Gardner Webb 
Akron 

at Western Michigan 
Bowling Green 

Ohio 

at Miami (OH) 

at Kent State 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN (8-5, 6-2) 


at Arizona 

at Michigan State 
Alcorn State 
Akron 

at Buffalo 
Eastern Michigan 
at Western Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
at Boston College 
Toledo 

at Ball State 
Northern Illinois 


ti, MI 

Army 

at Northwestern 
at Michigan 
Temple 

at Central Michigan 
Kent State 

Ball State 

at Arkansas 

at Northern Illinois 
Western Michigan 
at Toledo 

at Akron 


KENT STATE (4-8,3-5) 
Kent, OH 


Coastal Carolina 
at Boston College 
Towa State 

Miami (OH) 

at Baylor 

Bowling Green 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Ohio 

Western Michigan 
at Akron 

at Temple 

Buffalo 


(OH) (2-10, 1-7) 
OH 


#Kentucky 

at Boise State 
at Western Michigan 
at Kent State 
Cincinnati 

at Northwestern 
at Ohio 
Northern Iilinois 
Toledo 

at Temple 
Bowling Green 
Buffalo 
#Cincinnati, OH 


at Wisconsin 
Western Illinois 


at Miami (OH) 
Akron 

Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 

at Ohio 

at Central Michigan 
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S.12 
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Connecticut 

at North Texas 
Cal Poly 

at Tennessee 

at Bowling Green 
at Akron 

Miami (OH) 

Kent State 

at Ball State 

at Buffalo 
Northern Illinois 
Temple 


TEMPLE (5-7, 4-4) 
ia, PA 


Villanova 

at Penn State 
Buffalo 

at Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 
Army 

at Toledo 

at Navy 
Miami (OH) 
at Akron 
Kent State 

at Ohio 


Colorado 

# Ohio State 

at Florida International 
at Ball State 
Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Temple 

at Miami (OH) 

at Central Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
at Bowling Green 


WESTERN MICHIGAN (9-4, 6-2) 
Kalamazoo, MI 


dd 
BeRERY 


Ss. 
S. 
S. 
0. 
0. 
0.17 
0. 
0. 
N. 
N. 


32 
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at Michigan 

at Indiana 

Miami (OH) 
Hofstra 

at Northern Illinois 
at Toledo 

Central Michigan 
Buffalo 

at Kent State 

at Michigan State 
at Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 


Nicholls State 
at Minnesota 

at New Mexico 
San Diego State 
at Navy 

TCU 

Wyoming 

at Utah 

at Colorado State 
Army 

UNLV 

at BYU 


0-3, 6-2) 
UT 


#Oklahoma 

at Tulane 

Florida State 
Colorado State 
Utah State 

at UNLV 

at San Diego State 
Tcu 


at Wyoming 

at New Mexico 
Air Force 

Utah 
#Arlington, TX 


COLORADO STATE (7-6, 4-4) 
Fort , 


REYSREBSRERS 


Ss. 
S 
Ss. 
S. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
N. 
N. 
N. 


at Colorado 


San Diego State 
Air Force 

at UNLV 

at New Mexico 
Wyoming 


NEW MEXICO (4-8, 2-6) 
Albuquerque, 


at Texas A&M 
Tulsa 

Air Force 

New Mexico State 
at Texas Tech 

at Wyoming 

4 UNLV 

1 at San Diego State 
7 atUtah 

14 BYU 

21 Colorado State 
28 atTCU 


SAN DIEGO STATE (2-10, 1-7) 
San Diego, 
S.5  atUCLA 

Southern Utah 

at Idaho 

at Air Force 

New Mexico State 

17 BYU 

24 at Colorado State 

31 New Mexico 

7 cu 

14 Wyoming 

21 atUtah 

28 at UNLV 


TCU (11-2, 7-1) 
Fort Worth, TX 
12. at Virginia 
19 Texas State 
26 at Clemson 
SMU 
0 at Air Force 
7 Colorado State 
4 
1 
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at BYU 

UNLV 

at San Diego State 
4 Utah 
‘1 atWyoming 
8 New Mexico 
(5-7, 2-6) 
Vegas, NV 
5 Sacramento State 
12 Oregon State 
19 Hawaii 
6 atWyoming 
at Nevada 
0 BYU 
7 Utah 
4 
1 
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at New Mexico 
atTCu 
7 Colorado State 
14 at Air Force 
28 San Diego State 


AH (13-0, 8-0) 

Lake City, UT 

Utah State 

at San Jose State 
at Oregon 
Louisville 

at Colorado State 
at UNLV 

Air Force 
Wyoming 

New Mexico 
atTCU 

San Diego State 
at BYU 


WYOMING (4-8, 1-7) 
Laramie, WY 

S.5 Weber State 
S.12 Texas 

S.19 at Colorado 
S.26 UNLV 

0.3 at Florida Atlantic 
0.10 New Mexico 
0.17 at Air Force 
0.31 at Utah 

N.7 BYU 

N.14 at San Diego State 
N.21 TCU 

N. 27 at Colorado State 


ARIZONA (8-5, 5-4) 

Tucson, AZ 

S.5 Central Michigan 
S.12 Northern Arizona 
S.19 at Iowa 

S.26 at Oregon State 
0.10 atWashington 
0.17 Stanford 

0.24 UCLA 
N.7 
N.14 
N.21 
N. 28 
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Washington State 
at California 


Oregon 
at Arizona State 


D5 atUSC 
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_ ARIZONA STATE (5-7, 4-5) 


AZ 
| S.5 Idaho State 
S.19 UL Monroe 
S.26 at Georgia 
0.3 Oregon State 
0.10 atWashington State 
7 Washington 
at Stanford 
1 California 
usc 
4 at Oregon 
21 atUCLA 
N. 28 Arizona 


CALIFORNIA (9-4, 6-3) 


Berkeley, CA 

$.5 Maryland 

Eastern Washington 
at Minnesota 

at Oregon 

USC 


RSk& 


at UCLA 
Washington State 
at Arizona State 
Oregon State 
Arizona 

at Stanford 

at Washington 


OREGON (10-3, 7-2) 
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S.3 at Boise State 
S.12 Purdue 

S.19 Utah 

S.26 California 

Washington State 

0 atUCLA 

at Washington 
usc 


at Stanford 
4 Arizona State 
1 at Arizona 
13 Oregon State 
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OREGON STATE (9-4, 7-2) 


Corvallis, OR 

S.5 Portland State 
S.12 atUNLV 

$.19 Cincinnati 
S.26 Arizona 

3 at Arizona State 
10 Stanford 

24 at USC 

31 UCLA 

7 atCalifornia 
14 Washington 

21 at Washington State 
3 at Oregon 


5.3 at Washington State 
S.12 at Wake Forest 
S.19 San Jose State 
S.26 Washington 

0.3 UCLA 
0.10 at Oregon State 
0.17 atArizona 

0,24 Arizona State 
N.7 Oregon 
N.14 at USC 
N.21 California 
N.28 Notre Dame 


Los Angeles, CA 

$.5 San Diego State 
$.12 atTennessee 
19 Kansas State 
3 at Stanford 

10 Oregon 

V7 California 

24 at Arizona 

31 at Oregon State 

7 Washington 

14 at Washington State 
21 Arizona State 

28 at USC 


USC (12-1, 8-1) 
‘Angeles, CA 

San Jose State 
at Ohio State 

at Washington 
Washington State 
at California 

at Notre Dame 
Oregon State 
at Oregon 

at Arizona State 
Stanford 

UCLA 

Arizona 
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Une uwry 


bosses ng (0-12, 0-9) 


Seattle, Wi 


. U 
$.12 Idaho 
$.19 USC 
S.26 at Stanford 
3 at Notre Dame 
10 Arizona 
7 at Arizona State 
Oregon 
7 atUCLA 
14 at Oregon State 
28 Washington State 
5 California 
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WASHINGTON STATE (2-11, 1-8) 
Pull 


0.3 at Oregon 
0.10 Arizona State 
0. 24 at California 
31 S6Notre Dame 
at Arizona 


‘1 Oregon State 
28 at Washington 
#Seattle, WA 
%San Antonio, TX 


ALABAMA (12-2, 8-0) 
juscaloosa, AL 


Ti , 
$.5  #Virginia Tech 
2 Florida International 
$.19 North Texas 
S.26 Arkansas 
0.3 atKentucky 
0.10 at Ole Miss 
7 South Carolina 
4 Tennessee 


y 
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LSU 
4 at Mississippi State 
‘1 Chattanooga 
7 at Auburn 
#Atlanta, GA 


Fayetteville, AR 

5.5 #Missouri State 

S.19 Georgia 

S.26 at Alabama 

0.3  96Texas A&M 

0.10 Auburn 

7 at Florida 

4 at Ole Miss 

1 Eastern Michigan 
South Carolina 

4 Troy 

‘1 #Mississippi State 

8 atlSU 


AUBURN (5-7, 2-6) 
AL 


S.5 Louisiana Tech 
$.12 Mississippi State 
S.19 West Virginia 
Ball State 

at Tennessee 
at Arkansas 
Kentucky 

at LSU 

Ole Miss 
Furman 

at Georgia 

. 27 Alabama 


FLORIDA (13~1, 7-1) 
Gainesvi 


ssvillé, FL 
S.5 Charleston Southern 
$.12 Troy 
S.19 Tennessee 
§.26 at Kentucky 
0.10 atLSU 
0.17 Arkansas 
0.24 at Mississippi State 
0.31 #Georgia 
N.7 Vanderbilt 
N.14 at South Carolina 
N.21 
N.28 
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Florida International 
Florida State 
#Jacksonville, FL 


GEORGIA (10-3, 6-2) 


Athens, GA 
$.5 at Oklahoma State 
§,12 South Carolina 
S.19 at Arkansas 
S.26 Arizona State 
0.3 LSU 
0.10 at Tennessee 
7 at Vanderbilt 
1 #Florida 
7 Tennessee Tech 
14 Auburn 
21 Kentucky 
28 at Georgia Tech 
#Jacksonville, FL 
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2009 FBS SCHEDULES PRESENTED BY 


KENTUCKY (7-6, 2-6) 


Lexington, KY 
S.5  #Miami (OH) 
$.19 Louisville 


| $.26 Florida 


0.3 Alabama 

0.10 at South Carolina 
17 at Auburn 

24 UL Monroe 

31 Mississippi State 
7 Eastern Kentucky 
14 at Vanderbilt 

21 at Georgia 
28 


S.5  atWashington 
$.12 Vanderbilt 
$.19 UL Lafayette 


S.26 at Mississippi State 


0.3 at Georgia 
0.10 Florida 

24 Auburn 

31 Tulane 

7 at Alabama 
14 Louisiana Tech 
21 at Ole Miss 
28 Arkansas 


MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-8, 2-6) 
Starkville, MS 


S.5  dackson State 
$.12 at Auburn 
S.19 at Vanderbilt 
S.26 LSU 

0,3 Georgia Tech 
0.10 Houston 


0,17 at Middle Tennessee 


24 Florida 

31 at Kentucky 

14 Alabama 

21 #at Arkansas 

28 Ole Miss 
#Little Rock, AR 


OLE MISS (9-4, 5-3) 
Oxford, MS 

S.6 atMemphis 
S.19 SE Louisiana 

at South Carolina 
at Vanderbilt 
10 Alabama 

17 UAB 

24 Arkansas 

31 at Auburn 
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7 Northern Arizona 
4 Tennessee 
21 LSU 
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Nv, 28 at Mississippi State 


$,3 at NC State 
§.12 at Georgia 
$.19 Florida Atlantic 
4 Ole Miss 


0 Kentucky 
7 at Alabama 
4 Vanderbilt 
31 atTennessee 
7 at Arkansas 
14 Florida 
.28 Clemson 


TENNESSEE (5-7, 3-5) 
| Knoxville, TN 


$.5 Western Kentucky 


$.12 UCLA 
S.19 at Florida 
Ohio 
Auburn 
Georgia 
24 at Alabama 
1 South Carolina 
Memphis 
4 at Ole Miss 
21 Vanderbilt 
28 at Kentucky 
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VANDERBILT (7-6, 4-4) 
Nashville, TN 


S.5 Western Carolina 
$.12 atLSU 

S.19 Mississippi State 
$26 at Rice 

3 Ole Miss 

10 at Army 

7 Georgia 

24 at South Carolina 
31 Georgia Tech 
N.7 at Florida 

N.14 Kentucky 

N.21 at Tennessee 


South Carolina State 


SUN BELT 
ARKANSAS STATE (6-6, 4-3) 
Jonesboro, AR 


S.5 Miss, Valley State 
$.12 at Nebraska 

Troy 

at Iowa 

at UL Monroe 
Florida International 
at Louisville 

UL Lafayette 

at Florida Atlantic 

at Middle Tennessee 
North Texas 

at Western Kentucky 
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC (7-6, 4-3) 


Boca Raton, FL. 

S.5 at Nebraska 

$.19 at South Carolina 
S.26 UL Monroe 
Wyoming 

at North Texas 

at UL Lafayette 
Middle Tennessee 
at UAB 

Arkansas State 

at Troy 

Western Kentucky 
at Florida International 
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§.12 at Alabama 

S.19 at Rutgers 

S.26 Toledo 

0.3 atUL Monroe 
0.10 atWestern Kentucky 
17 Troy 

24 at Arkansas State 
31 UL Lafayette 

7 at Middle Tennessee 
14 North Texas 

21 at Florida 

D.5 — Florida Atlantic 


UL LAFAYETTE (6-6, 5-2) 


Lafayette, LA 


$.12 Kansas State 

$.19 atLSU 

S.26 at Nebraska 

0.10 North Texas 

0.17 at Western Kentucky 
4 Florida Atlantic 

1 at Florida International 
7 at Arkansas State 
14 at Middle Tennessee 
21 ~UL Monroe 
28 Troy 


S.5  atTexas 
§.12 Texas Southern 
S.19 at Arizona State 
S.26 at Florida Atlantic 
3 Florida International 
13 Arkansas State 
4 at Kentucky 
1 at Troy 

at North Texas 
4 Western Kentucky 
21 at UL Lafayette 
Middle Tennessee 
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MIDDLE TENNESSEE (5-7, 3-4) 
Murfreesboro, TN 


$.5 at Clemson 

$.12 Memphis 

§.19 at Maryland 

S.26 at North Texas 

at Troy 
Mississippi State 
Western Kentucky 
at Florida Atlantic 
Florida International 
UL Lafayette 
Arkansas State 

at UL Monroe 
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NORTH TEXAS (1-11, 0-7) 


Denton, TX 

S.3 at Ball State 
$.12 Ohio 

$.19 at Alabama 
§.26 Middle Tennessee 
0.10 at UL Lafayette 
0.17 Florida Atlantic 
24 atTroy 

31 Western Kentucky 
7 ULMonroe 

14 at Florida International 
21 Army 

28 at Arkansas State 


UL MONROE (4-8, 3-4) 
Monroe, LA 


TROY (8-5, 6-1) 
Troy, AL 
S.3 at Bowling Green 
$.12 atFlorida 

$.19 UAB 

S.26 at Arkansas State 
0.6 Middle Tennessee 
0.17 at Florida International 
0.24 North Texas 

31 UL Monroe 

7 atWestern Kentucky 
14 at Arkansas 

21 Florida Atlantic 

28 at UL Lafayette 


S.5  atTennessee 

§.12 South Florida 
§.19 Central Arkansas 
S.26 atNavy 

0.10 Florida International 
0.17 ULLafayette 

0.24 at Middle Tennessee 
0,31 at North Texas 
N.7 Troy 

N.14 at UL Monroe 
N. 28 at Florida Atlantic 
D.3 Arkansas State 


BOISE STATE (12-1, 8-0) 
Boise, ID 


5.3 Oregon 
S.12 Miami (OH) 
18 at Fresno State 
26 at Bowling Green 
3 UC Davis 

14 atTulsa 

24 at Hawaii 

31 San Jose State 
6  atLouisiana Tech 
14 Idaho 

20 at Utah State 

27 Nevada 

.5 New Mexico State 
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FRESNO STATE (7-6, 44) 
Fresno, CA 


S.5 UC Davis 
§.12 atWisconsin 
§.18 Boise State 
§. 26 at Cincinnati 
0.10 at Hawaii 
0.17 San Jose State 
4 at New Mexico State 
1 Utah State 
at Idaho 
4 atNevada 
1 Louisiana Tech 
at Illinois 


HAWAII (7-7, 5-3) 
Honolulu, HI 


$.4 Central Arkansas 
S.12 #at Washington State 
$.19 atUNLV 
§,30 at Louisiana Tech 
0.10 Fresno State 
0.17 at Idaho 
0.24 Boise State 
1 at Nevada 
Utah State 
4 New Mexico State 
1 at San Jose State 
8 Navy 
5 Wisconsin 
#Seattle, WA 


IDAHO (2-10, 1-7) 
Moscow, ID 

5.5 at New Mexico State 
§.12 atWashington 
S.19 San Diego State 
$.26 at Northern Illinois 
3 Colorado State 

10 at San Jose State 
17 Hawaii 

24 at Nevada 

31 Louisiana Tech 

7 Fresno State 

14 at Boise State 
Utah State 
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LOUISIANA TECH (8-5, 5-3) 


Ruston, LA 

S.5 at Auburn 
$,12 at Navy 

S.19 Nicholls State 
$.30 Hawaii 

at Nevada 

New Mexico State 
at Utah State 
at Idaho 

Boise State 

at LSU 

at Fresno State 
San Jose State 
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$.5 at Notre Dame 

S.19 at Colorado State 

Missouri 

UNLV 

Louisiana Tech 

at Utah State 
daho 
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wn 


Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
Fresno State 

at New Mexico State 
.27 at Boise State 


NEW MEXICO STATE (3-9, 1-7) 

Las Cruces, 

S.5 Idaho 

§.12 Prairie View A&M 
UTEP 


S.26 at New Mexico 

at San Diego State 
Utah State 

at Louisiana Tech 
Fresno State 

at Ohio State 

at Hawaii 

Nevada 


at San Jose State 
at Boise State 


SAN JOSE STATE (6-6, 4-4) 
San Jose, CA 


S.5 at USC 

$.12 Utah 

$.19 at Stanford 

S.26 Cal Poly 

0.10 Idaho 

0.17 at Fresno State 

1 at Boise State 
Nevada 

4 at Utah State 

1 Hawaii 

8 New Mexico State 

at Louisiana Tech 


UTAH STATE (3-9, 3-5) 


Logan, UT 
sa at Utah 
$.19 


a at Texas A&M 
$.26 Southern Utah 
0.2 atBYU 
0.10 at New Mexico State 
0.17 Nevada 
0, 24 Louisiana Tech 
at Fresno State 
7 at Hawaii 

4 San Jose State 
20 Boise State 

8 at Idaho 
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at Towa State 
Tulane 
Vanderbilt 

at Temple 
Rutgers 

at Air Force 
VMI 

at North Texas 
#Navy 


$5 
$,12 
$.19 
S. 26 
0.3 

0.10 
0.17 
0, 23 
N.7 

N.14 
N. 21 
D.12 
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(8-5) 
Mo 
at Ohio State 
Louisiana Tech 
at Pittsburgh 
Western Kentucky 


Wake Forest 
Temple 

at Notre Dame 
Delaware 

at Hawaii 
#Army 
#Philadelphia, PA 
NOTRE DAME (7-6) 
South Bend, IN 

S.5 Nevada 

$.12 at Michigan 
§.19 Michigan State 
at Purdue 
es 


SC 
Boston College 
# Washington State 
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Navy 

at Pittsburgh 
Connecticut 

at Stanford 
#San Antonio, TX 
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v0 r E FOR YOUR SCHOOLS 2009 REPRESENTATIVE! 


GO TO: WWW.ATHLONSPORTS.COMW/SPIRIT vorinc BEGINS IN SEPTEMBER 


Why did you choose to go to Kentucky? 
I wanted to go somewhere away from home and UK was the perfect distance. It is a 


beautiful campus with a strong nursing program and a great dance team! 


What do you want to do after you finish school? 
I plan on working a few years before | go back to school to get my Doctorate in Nursing 
Practice (D.N.P.) and hopefully coach a dance team. 


Most admired person outside of family? 

Kelley Eidenmuller. She started coaching my high school dance team my senior year and 
really turned our program around. She helped me realize my talent and encouraged me to 
keep dancing. She is now the University of Tennessee Dance Team coach, leading them to 
three national championships. 


Who is your hero? 
My mother. She is not only my parent but my best friend. I confide in her with everything 


and I hope to grow up to be as strong and as beautiful a person as she is. 


What is your most prized possession and why? 


My refrigerator. I love to eat! 
What is your favorite moment/memory from the sideline? 


In 2007, playing the No. 1-ranked team, LSU, and going into three overtimes, and we 
won. It was such an exhilarating moment rushing the field with the rest of the stadium!!! 
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THINK YOU KNOW ss... 
FOOTBALL? = “Iii 


eee at 


"WIDE OPEN" 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PICK'EM 


Powered by AthlonSports.com 
Compete against Country Rocker and College Football Fan Jason Aldean! 


Win the ultimate in HD consumer electronics from JVC including an HDTV, blu-ray 
player and HD camera, sports memorabilia from Athlon Sports and more! 


Grand Prize is concert tickets, backstage access, a chance to meet Jason Aldean 
and a JVC camera to record your experience 


SIGN UP NOW AT 


ATHLONSPORTS. COM/WIDEOPEN 


THE FIELD IS WIDE OPEN, SO REGISTER TODAY! 


CORPORATE [ATHLON apt Deans) 7) AVAILABLE IN 
PARTNERS g Dairy Dip STORES NOW 


The Perfect Experience '— 
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Why did you choose to go to Nebraska? 

I chose to go to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln for the academic program. Academics comes before 
athletics at UNL, which enables athletes to keep focused on what is most important in college. I love 
cheering for Nebraska, but I’m here to earn a degree in Communication Studies first. As a close second, I 
came to UNL to be a part of the amazing tradition of this university. It is an honor to wear the N and 
cheer on the Huskers! 


What do you want to do afier you finish school? 

After I complete school, I want to go into public relations or marketing. I love working with people and 
would enjoy an interactive career. I am also toying with the idea of going on to earn my teaching degree. 
Children are amazing gifts and working with them everyday would be a blessing! In conclusion, after I 
graduate my future is a little uncertain, but I’m driven and I know everything will fall into place. 


Most admired person outside of family? 

I truly admire qualities of many individuals; there are so many people who conuibute to society and give 
back on a daily basis. But overall, I'd have to give the title of ‘Most Admired Person’ to Oprah Winfrey. 
She truly desires the best for all individuals and goes to great lengths to do as much as she can to make 


others’ lives better. Thank you Oprah for all the lives you've touched, directly and indirectly! 


Why did you choose to go to Bowling Green? 

[ wanted to go to a school that would be big enough to meet new people, yet still had that comfortable feel 
to it, which is something Bowling Green is known for. Academia at BGSU is well-respected, and the professors 
push their students to try their best and then succeed. The cheerleading program was a very influential factor 
in choosing universities. When I saw how close the team was and the potential they all had, I knew I wanted 


to be part of such an amazing group of people. I couldn't be happier! 


What do you want to do after you finish school? 
After I get my Bachelor's degree in Psychology, I plan to get my Master's in school psychology. I want to work 
in a high school as a counselor, not only advising adolescents in their academics, but also making myself 


available to them as someone they can depend on when things get tough. 


Most admired person outside of family? 

My ex-stepmom, Dawn. She has that title because she and my dad got married when 
I was about one and divorced when I was about 10. She took on the responsibility of 
someone else's baby and treated me like her own. To this day I still call her “mom.” She 
has always had the ability to comfort me whenever I’m down and somehow always has a 


solution for everything. She’s an overall great person and I look to be just like her someday. 


What is your most prized possession and why? 
I have three ferrets and they are sweet! Their names are Danny, Sandy and Rizzo (Grease, 
duh!!). They're pretty much like my babies, and they are spoiled rotten. I don’t know what 


I would do without them entertaining me all of the time. 
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ATHLON CONSENSUS 100 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Matt Barkley QB 6'3" 220 Newport Beach, CA USC 51. Kevin Graf Ol 66" 315 AgouraHills,CA USC 
2. Russell Shepard QB 6'1" 180 Houston, TX LSU 52. David Oku RB 5'10" 180 Midwest City, OK Tennessee 
3. Manti Teo (B_6'2"— 225 __ Laie, HI Notre Dame 53. _Je'Ron Stokes WR 61" 178 Philadelphia, PA Michigan 
4. Bryce Brown RB 60" 215 Wichita, KS Tennessee 54. Lamar Miller RB S11" 205 Miami, FL Miami_ 
5. Jacobbi McDaniel DT 60" 267 Greenville, FL Florida State 55. RayRayArmstrong ATH 6'4" 215 Sanford, FL Miami 
_6. Rueben Randle WR 63" 195 __ Bastrop, LA LSU 56. Logan Thomas TE__66"_ 230 __lynchburg, VA Virginia Tech 
7. Devon Kennard DE 63" 255 Phoenix, AZ USC 57. Ryne Giddins DE 6'4" 235 — Seffner, FL South Florida 
8. Craig Loston S62". 193 _ Houston, TX LSU $8. Chris Whaley RB 6'3" 235 ~~ Madisonville, TX Texas 
9. Garrett Gilbert QB 64" 207 __ Austin, TX Texas 59. Cliff Harris CB S'11" 168 Fresno,CA _ Oregon 


eee 


en encnenes 


10. Dre Kirkpatrick CB 63" 185 Gadsden, AL Alabama 60t. CraigDrummond DE __—6'5"_-260 Chicago, IL Ole Miss 
11t. Dorian Bell LB 6'1"_ 220 Monroeville, PA Ohio State 60t. Nick Kasa DE 67" 250 Thornton, CO Colorado 
1it. Vontaze Burfict (B 63" 245 ~— Corona, CA Arizona State 60t. J.T. Turner DB 62" 185 Massillon, OH Michigan 
13. Jamarkus McFarland DT 6'3" 285 _Lufkin, TX Oklahoma 63. Tana Patrick LB 63" 235 Bridgeport, AL Alabama_ 
14. Marlon Brown WR__6'5"_ 200 _ Memphis, TN Georgia 64. Edwin Baker RB 5'10" 205 Highland Park, MI — Mich. State 
15. Xavier Nixon OL 6'6" 285 Fayetteville, NC Florida 65, DevonteHolloman DB  6'2". 210 RockHill, SC South Carolina 
16. Jelani Jenkins LB 61" 200 Olney, MD Florida 66. Sheldon Richardson DT 6'4"_ 275 St. Louis, MO Missouri 
17. Cierre Wood RB 60" 192 Oxnard, CA Notre Dame 67. Orson Charles ATH 6'3" 225 Tampa, FL Georgia 
18. Chris Davenport DT _6'4" 318 — Mansfield, LA LSU 68. Frankie Telfort LB 60". 205 Miami, FL USC 
19. DJ. Fluker OL 65" 340 Foley, AL Alabama_ 69. _ Nick Alajajian OL 64" 280 Naples, FL Florida 
20. Trent Richardson RB 5'11" 220 Pensacola, FL Alabama 70t. Patrick Patterson WR 6'3" 215 ~~ Macon, MS Ole Miss 
21. Nico Johnson LB 63" 225 Andalusia, AL Alabama _ 70t. Ronnell Lewis LB. 63". 220 Dewar, OK Oklahoma 
22. Darius Winston CB 610" 180 _WestHelena, AR Arkansas 72. Kevin Newsome QB_ 63" 217 Portsmouth, VA Penn State_ 
23. Gabe Lynn CB 6'1" 180 — Jenks, OK Oklahoma 73. Melvin Fellows DE _6'5" 235 Garfield Heights, OH_Ohio State 
24. Mason Walters OL 66" 295 _Wolfforth, TX Texas 74. Tyrik Rollison QB 6'2" 185 _ Sulphur Springs, TX Auburn 
25. DonteMoss iE _—s6'4"_—-235 Jacksonville, NC_NorthCarolina 75. Justin Chaisson DE 65" 265 _Las Vegas, NV Oklahoma __ 
26. Andre Debose WR 5'1i" 176 Sanford, FL Florida 76. T.J. McDonald S62" 205 ‘Fresno, CA USC 
27. William Campbell DT 6'5" 317 Detroit, MI Michigan 77. Tajh Boyd QB 61" 210 Hampton, VA __ Clemson 
28. Jarvis Jones (B 6'2"_ 220 Columbus, GA USC 78t. Michael Phili OL__6'3" 320 San Bernardino, CAOregon State_ 
29. Randall Carroll WR 5'11" 185 Los Angeles, CA UCLA 78t. Greg Reid CB. S'9" = 175 Valdosta, GA Florida State 
30._ Patrick Hall ATH 6'1" 185 Ventura, CA USC 80. Dexter Pratt ATH 6'2" 225 Navasota, TX __ Oklahoma State 
31. Aaron Murray QB 6'1" 205 ~~ ‘Tampa, FL Georgia 81. Kevin Brent S$ 5S'11" 196 Dallas, TX Oklahoma 
32._ Gary Brown DT  6'4" 275 Greensboro, FL Florida 82. Jamie Wood S62" 190 _ Pickerington, OH Ohio State 
33. Jaamal Berry RB S'1i" 195 _ Pinecrest, FL Ohio State 83. Rolando Jefferson WR 6'2" 190 Fresno, CA = 
34. Corey Adams DT__6'3" 292 Scottsdale, AZ__Arizona State 84. _Demario Jeffery S64" 215 Columbia,SC South Carolina_ 
35. Christine Michael RB 5'11" 202 Beaumont, TX Texas A&M 85. Janzen Jackson CB 60" +174 Lake Charles, LA Tennessee 
36. Branden Smith CB 5'11" 171 Atlanta, GA Georgia 86. Brandon McGee CB 5'11" 180 Plantation, FL Miami 
37._ Michael Ford RB__5'10" 200 _ Leesville, LA LSU 87. Xavier Sua Filo OL 65" 285 Provo, UT UCLA 
38._ Eric Shrive OL 67" 302 __ Scranton, PA Penn State 88t. Chris Burnette OL _6'2" 300 LaGrange, GA Georgia 
39. Shaquelle Evans WR 6'1" 203 Inglewood, CA Notre Dame  88t. Stephon Gilmore S62" 181 RockHill, SC South Carolina 
40. Alex Okafor DE 6'4" 240 Pflugerville, TX Texas 90. Nu'Keese Richardson WR 5'10" 165 Pahokee, FL Tennessee 
41. Morrell Presley TE 6'4" 215 Carson, CA UCLA 91t. Bryce McNeal WR 62" 175 Minneapolis, MN Clemson 
42. Jheranie Boyd WR 62" 185 Gastonia,NC_—_NorthCarolina 91t. MalliciahGoodman DE 64" 255 Florence, SC Clemson 
43. Sam Montgomery DE 6'5" 260 Greenwood, SC LSU 93. Eddie Lacy RB 60" 210 Geismar, LA Alabama 
44. Mogan Moses OL 67" 330 Richmond, VA Virginia 94. Donavan Tate ATH 6'2" 205 Catersville, GA North Carolina 
45. John Martinez OL 63" 275 ~~ Murray, UT USC 95. Ronnie Wingo RB 63" = 220 ~— St. Louis, MO Arkansas 
46t. Marcus Hall OL 6'5" 300 = Cleveland, OH Ohio State 96. Corey Brown ATH 6'1" 185 Monroeville, PA Ohio State 
46t. Willie Downs WR 62" 192 — Tallahassee, FL Florida State 97. A.J. McCarron QB 6'4" 190 Mobile, AL Alabama 
48. John Simon DT 63" 265 Youngstown, OH Ohio State 98. Washaun Eale RB 5'11" 205 — Stillmore, GA Georgia 
49t. Logan Heastie WR 63" 192 Chesapeake, VA___West Virginia 99. Tom Wort \B_6'1"_-210 +~NewBraunfels, TX Oklahoma 
49t. Chris Watt OL 63" 280 Glen Ellyn, IL Notre Dame 100. Demonte McAllister DE 6'3" 263 Tampa, FL Florida State 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of six major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 
representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com/recruiting. 


ATHLON®* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


AUGUST 2005 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION $79.00 
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e Recruiting Re-Cap (Mar) 
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L LSU The state of Louisiana was loaded with 
elite talent, and the LSU Tigers, riding high after 
capturing the 2007 BCS National Champi- 
onship, capitalized on Signing Day 2009, Three 
of the top eight players in the AC100 signed 
with the Tigers, including quarterback Russell 
Shepard, the No. 1 wide receiver in Rueben Ran- 
dle and the No, 1 safety in Craig Loston. This 
group also included the nation’s top defensive 
tackle class. 


2. USC The Men of Troy landed eight AC100 
prospects, more than any other school in the na- 
tion. This class includes the one of the top sec- 
ondary classes as well as the No. 1 overall 


prospect in the country — quarterback Matt 
Barkley. 


3. ALABAMA Nick Saban signed seven AC100 
prospects and boasts the nation’s top receiver 
class. The Tide once again dominated in-state by 
landing all five AC100 prospects from Alabama. 
This list included the nation’s top corner in Dre 
Kirkpatrick, one the nation’s elite offensive line- 
men in D.J. Fluker and pair of stud linebackers 
in Tana Patrick and Nico Johnson. 


4. OHIO STATE Jim Tressel signed one of the 
more balanced classes in the top 10 this season. 
Four of the Buckeye AC100 recruits will play de- 
fense, and the other three will be on offense. Tail- 
back Jaamal Berry could be an instant impact 
player now that Beanie Wells has departed. 


5. TEMAS The Horns went hard after the line 
of scrimmage in 2009 and landed 10 players 
who will play in the trenches, including the na- 
tion’s best offensive line class. Mack Brown then 
attacked other positions of need, including quar- 
terback, tight end and defensive back. Quarter- 
back Garrett Gilbert will learn for one year under 
Colt McCoy and should then take over the reins 
in Austin in 2010, 


6. GEORGIA Losing Matt Stafford to the NFL 
created a massive void at quarterback, and Mark 
Richt filled it beautifully with two top prospects. 
Aaron Murray is a gunslinger with the attitude to 
lead right away, while Zach Mettenberger is a 
more traditional passer who will stand tall in the 
pocket. Adding wideouts Marlon Brown and 
Orson Charles, and running back Washaun 
Ealey, will certainly make the new quarterback’s 
job easier. 


7. OKLAHOMA Defense was the name of the 
game for the Sooners, as all six AC100 prospects 
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should play on that side of the ball. All three lev- 
els of the defense are equally represented; stud 
tackle Jamarkus McFarland and end Justin 
Chaisson build up the front, while Tom Wort 
and Ronnell Lewis add speed to the linebackers. 
The versatile Kevin Brent and Gabe Lynn head 
the secondary class. 


8. MICHIGAN The Maize and Blue had as 
good a Signing Day as any team in the nation, 
and it moved them into the Top 10. Rich Ro- 
driguez dipped into Florida for eight prospects, 
including the versatile Denard Robinson and Je- 
remy Gallon. He went to Arizona for line help, 
California for quarterback Tate Forcier and just 
down the street to Detroit for the top player in 
this class, the massive William Campbell. 


9. FLORIDA Although not a large class (16), 
the Gators landed plenty of talent. The Sunshine 
State supplied Percy Harvin's replacement in 
Andre Debose, stud defensive tackle Gary Brown 
and offensive lineman Nick Alajajian. The top 
two players in this class, however, came from 
North Carolina (Xavier Nixon) and Maryland 
(Jelani Jenkins). Nixon is the nation’s top O-line- 
man, while Jenkins has as much upside as any 
prospect in the nation. 


10. FLORIDA STATE Bobby Bowden filled an 
area of need by signing nine projected skill posi- 
tion players. The name to watch is do-everything 
wide receiver Willie Downs. He will be a star no 
matter where he plays. Defensive tackle Jacobbi 
McDaniel could have the earliest impact, how- 
ever. Corner Greg Reid has also proven to be a 
fierce competitor and could see the field early on. 


IL UCLA Stealing two elite USC prospects (re- 
ceiver Randall Carroll and tight end Morrell 
Presley) in the 1 1th hour is good news for Bruin 


faithful. 


12. TENNESSEE Landing the nation’s No. 1 
running back Bryce Brown could be the upset of 
the year. 


13. NORTH CAROLINA Defensive end Donte 
Moss is an elite player, while receiver Jheranie 
Boyd could play right away. 


14. NOTRE DAME The nation’s top linebacker, 


Manti Te’o, could step in and start right away. 


15. MIAMI Anyone named Ray Ray — as in 
Ray Ray Armstrong — should be required by 
law to sign with Miami. He is a good one, too. 


16. SOUTH CAROLINA A tremendously tal- 
ented secondary class leads the way for Steve 
Spurrier. 


17. PENN STATE Quarterback Kevin New- 
some enrolled early and is No. 2 on the depth 
chart. 


18. STANFORD A deep class is headlined by 


quarterback of the future Josh Nunes. 


18. OLE MISS Wideout Patrick Patterson will 
haunt Mississippi State fans for years to come. 


20. MICHIGAN STATE Edwin Baker and 
Larry Caper are two talented runners who will 
fill in for Javon Ringer. 


21. CLEMSON Dual-threat quarterback Tajh 
Boyd looks like the quarterback of the future. 


22. WEST VIRGINIA Watch out for play- 
making quarterback of the future Eugene Smith. 


23. WIRGINIA TECH Tight end Logan 
Thomas is as versatile as any player in the entire 
nation. 


24. SOUTH FLORIDA The nation’s top defen- 
sive end class is led by Ryne Giddins. 


25. ARKANSAS Corner Darius Winston gets 
the headlines, but running back Ronnie Wingo 
could be a superstar. 


26. ARIZONA STATE Linebacker Vontaze 
Burfict is one of the highest-rated players ever to 
sign with the Sun Devils. 


27. RUTGERS Burly passer Tom Savage has a 
chance to play very early for Greg Schiano. 


28. AUBURN Texas native Tyrik Rollison will 
make plenty of plays in the Loveliest Village. 


23. MISSISSIPPI STATE Chad Bumphis and 
Tyler Russell will provide a much-needed offen- 
sive spark. 


30. TEXAS AGM No question about the top 
player in this class — tailback Christine Michael. 


31. Llinois 38. Kansas 45. BYU 
32. Maryland 39. Wisconsin 46, Arizona 
33. Nebraska 40. California 47. TCU 
34. Texas Tech 41. Georgia Tech 48. Virginia 
35. Oregon 42. Minnesota 49. Colorado 
36. Oklahoma St. 43. Pittsburgh 50. Utah 
37. Missouri 44. Kentucky 
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We Know You Have 
Strong Opinions... 
AND WE’RE INTERESTED IN WHAT 


YOU HAVE TO SAY. 


So we’re inviting you to 
answer a few questions that oe 

will help us better $ certene oon 
understand what our readers 
want. 


1 Please 
'9 Not impo from 1 to 4 rate the following 


- ss of OA i 
les rtant at all: a4 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM/COLLEGEFOOTBALLSURVEY 


THANKS! the first 100 people to fill out the survey will 
receive an Athlon Sports T-shirt. One participant will receive a 
$100 Gift Certificate to the Athlon Sports Collectibles store in a 
random drawing among all survey participants. 
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Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1, _Jacobbi McDaniel DT 60" 267 Greenville, FL Florida State 
2. Donte Moss — DE 6'4" 235 Jacksonville, NC” North Carolina 
3. Sheranie Boyd WR 62" 185 Gastonia, NC North Carolina 

67" 330 Richmond, VA Virginia 


4. Mogan Moses OL 
5; Wile Downs WR 6'2" 192 Tallahassee, FL Florida State 


“6 Lamar Miller RB S'i1" 205 Miami, FL Miami 
“7. RayRayArmstrong ATH 614" 215 Sanford, FL Miami 
8. Logan Thomas TE 66" 230 Lynchburg, VA Virginia Tech 
9. Taj QB 61" 210 ~Hampton, VA Clemson 
10, Greg Reid CBS" =175 Valdosta, GA fi State 
11. Brandon McGee ATH 5S'11" 180 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Miami 


12. Bryce McNeal WR 6'2" 175 Minneapolis, MN Clemson 


13. Mallicia man DE  6'4" 255 Florence, SC Clemson 
14. Donavan Tate ATH 62" 205 Cartersville, GA North Carolina 
15. Demonte McAllister DE 63" 263 Tampa, FL Florida State 


16. David Wilson RB 5'11". 195 Danville, VA irginia Tech 
17. Bryn Renner QB 63" 195 West Springfield, VA_ North Carolina 
lorida State 


18. CJ. Mizel 1B 62" 212 Tallahassee, FL 
19. Desmond Scott RB 5'10" 185 = Durham, NC Duke 
20. Jamal Reid ATH 6'1" 175 Mayo, FL Miami 


21. _Jajuan Harley DB 62" 190 Tallahassee, FL Florida State 
22. Prince Kent OB = 6'2"._ 195 Norcross, GA Miami 


23, Lonnie Pryor B61" 195 Okeechobee, FL Florida State 
24. Olivier Vernon DE 62" 247 Miami, FL Miami 
25. Peter White Ot 65" 340 Washington, DC Maryland 


26. Rodney Smith WR 6" 208 Miami, FL Florida State 
27. Gerald Demps DB 5'10" 190 Valdosta, GA Florida State 
28. Justin Dixon (8B 6'I" 225 Smithfield, NC North Carolina 
29. DeOnte Arnett DE 64" 250 Capitol Heights, MD Maryland 
30._Ja Ol 66" 305 Miami, FL Miami 


31. Dillon Quinn DT 66" 295 Pawling, NY Boston College 
32. Chris Thompson RB = S'8"_ 173 Greenville, FL Florida State 
33. Hunter Furr RB 60" 205 Lewisville, NC North Carolina 


34. Andre Lawrence 1B 61" 195 Hartford, CT Boston College 
35. Brennan Williams Ol 67" 285 WestRoxbury,MA North Carolina 


36, Travis Hawkins DB _5'10" 185 Gaithersburg, MD Maryland 
37, Jared Mci OT 63" 295 Hill, NC North Carolina 
38. Roderick McDowell RB 510" 175 Sumter, SC Clemson 


39. Dominique Wallace RB 610" 220‘ Fredericksburg, VA Virginia 
40. JK. Joy OL 65" 285 Greenville, SC Clemson 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 

1. Garrett Gilbert QB 6'4" 207 ~— Austin, TX Texas 
2. Jamarkus McFarland DT —6'3"_—-285 Lufkin, TX Oklahoma 
3. Gabe lynn CB 6'L" 180 Tulsa, OK Oklahoma 
4. Mason Walters OL 66" 295  Wolfforth, TX Texas 
5. Christine Michael RB S'11" 202 Beaumont, Tx Texas A&M 
6. Alex Oka DE 6'4" 240 Pflugerville, TX Texas 
7, Chris Whaley RB 63" 235 Madisonville, IX Texas 
8. Nick Kasa QE 67" 250 Thornton, CO Colorado 
9. Sheldon Richardson DT 64” 275 St. Louis, MO Missouri 
i0.  Ronneli Lewis 1B 63" 220 ~— Dewar, OK Oklahoma 
Ii. Justin Chaisson DE 6S" 265 Las Vegas, NV Oklahoma 
12. Dexter Pratt ATH 62" 225 Navasota, TX Oklahoma State 
13. Kevin Brent S'1i" 196 Dallas, TX Oklchoma 
Tom Wort 6'1"_ 210 New Braunfels, TX Oklahoma 

15. Garrett Porter OL 66" 305 Odessa, TX Texas 
16. Marcus Davis DB 61" 185 League City, TX Texas 
17. Thomas Ashcraft OL 65° 315 Cedar Hill, TX Texas 
18. Calvin Howell DT 64" 265 San Antonio, TX Texas 
19. Cody Green QB 6'4"" 220 Dayton, TX Nebraska 
20. Greg Timmons WR 6'3" 196 Houston, TX Texas 


PRESENTS 


ACC TEAM 
RANKINGS 
1. Florida State 

2. North Carolina 
3. Miami 
4, Clemson 
5. Virginia Tech 
6, Maryland 
7. Georgia Tech 
8. Virginia 
9. Duke 
10. NC State 
11. Wake Forest 
12. Boston College 


PRU) OP) CIN 


BY CONFERENCE 


BIG EAST RANKINGS 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Logan Heastie WR 63" 192 Chesapeake, VA West Virginia 
2 Ryne Giddins DE 64" 235 Seffner, Fi __ 30 i 
3. Tom Savage QB 65" 295 Springfield, PA 
4. Eugene Smith QB 6'3""_-190__ Miramor, FL 
5. Tovon Austin RB 59" 170 Baltimore, MD 
“6. Antwan Lowery DT 64" 325. Miami, FL 
7. Andre Civil DE 63" 240 Brooklyn, NY 
8.__Dan Mason (BG0" 225 Penn Hills, PA Pittsburgh 
9. DeAintwan Williams RB 56" 195 Woodbridge, VA Rutgers 
10. Ricardo Dixon DB S'11" 168 Hallandale, FL South Florida 
il. Bradley Battles RB 59" 179 Marianna, FL South Florida 
12. Deon Long WR 60" 175 Washington, DC West Virginia 
13. Victor Marc RB S'11" 208 Hellordoe Booch FL South Florida 


15, Todd Thomas WR 62" 205 Beaver Falls, PA Pittsburgh — 
16. Adaris Bellamy RB 5'10" 214 Dunedin, FL South florida _ 
17. Chris Snook RB 63" 220 Medina, OH West Virginia _ 
18. Jamil Merrell DE = 6'4"— 220 =~ Newark, DE Rutgers 
19. Logan Ryan DB 810" 185 Voorhees, NI Rutgers _ 
20. mes DE 6'4" 250 Harrisburg, PA Pittsburgh _ 
21. Isaac Holmes DT 63" 290 Hoboken, Ni Rutgers 


2. Dominik Davenport DT 61" 265 Hampton, VA West Virginia 


23. Raymond Graham RB S'9" 185 Elizabeth, NJ Pittsburgh 
24, Aaron Hayward RB 60" 195 Carneys Point, NI Rutgers 
25. Demi Thompson DE 61" 245 Longwood, FL South Florida 


26. _Daquan Hargrett RB 5'10" 190 Miami, FL ___ West Virginia _ 
27. Mohamed Sanu DB 63" 215 South Brunswick, Ni Rutgers 


28. Brock DeCicco TE 65" 235 _ Jefferson Hills, PA Pittsburgh 


BIG EAST 29. Chris Williams DB 60" 190 Cincinnati, OH Cincinnati 

TEAM 30. Isaac Holmes DT 63" 290 Hoboken, Ni Rutgers 

RANKINGS = 31.__lyrone Ezell DE 64" 270 Munhall, PA Pittsburgh _ 
am 32. Cole Bowers Ot 66" 280 Ona, W West Virginia 

Death Teck, Sa_Dwayne Difon WR S11" 175 FRluderdale, Fl Connecticut 

3, Rutgers 34 Shone Gordon 1B 61" 225 Weston, FL Pittsburgh 

4 Pittsburgh 35. DeDe Lattimore 1B 61" 225 Athens, GA South Florida _ 

rpg | 36. _ Jason Douglas RB S'7" 170 Weston, FL Pittsburgh 

6, Cincinnati 37. Patck Miler D8 60" 170 Hoover, AL “West Virginio 

6. Connecticut 36. Sam Barrington 1B 63" 220 lacksonville, FL ~~ South Florida 

7. Louisville 39. luke Sager DE 64" 240 Niceville, FL South Florida 

8, Syracuse 40. Jacquez Jenkins DB 62" 1775. St. Petersburg, FL South Florida 
Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 

21, Jarrod Darden WR 6'4"" 210 Keller, TX Colorado 

22. Paden Kelley Ol 67" 270 Austin, TX Texas 

23. Drew Allen QB 66" 210 ~— San Antonio, TX Oklahoma 

24, Chris Freeman OL __6'8" 350 Trotwood, OH Missouri 

25. Jacob Karem QB 61" 200 ‘Friendswood, IX Texastech BIG 12 

26. Jeremy Smith RB SUI" 205 Tulsa, OK Oklahoma State “TEAM 

27. Tariq Allen (B 62" 235 Irving, 1x Texos ~RANKINGS 

28. Darius Jones ATH 60" 185 Marshall, 1X Baylor 1. Texas 

29. Kenny Vaccarra DB = 6'l" 195 Brownwood, TX Texas 2 Oklahoma 

30. Barrett Matthews TE —_6'2"_ 215 ~— Galena Park, TX Texas 31 ARM 

31. Brandon Webb OL__ 64" 290 Owasso, OK ‘Oklahoma State  \* °xas 

32. Chris Wiliams if 60" 290 Abilene, TK Nebraska 4 Nebraska 

33,__ Blaine Dalton QB 6" 190 Blue Springs, MO Missourr > Texas Tech 

34.__ Rhontae Scales OL 66" 297 Killeen, 1X Texos A&M 9. Okla. State 

35._ Marcus Trice DB 59" 175 Mesquite, TX Oklahoma ~— 7. Missouri 

36. Jason Ankrah DE 6'4"_ 250 Gaithersburg, MD Nebraska 8. Kansas 

37._ Eric Stephens R658" 180 Mansfield, Tx Texas Tech 9. Colorado 

38,__Jack Harris OL 66" 270 Parker, CO Colorado 10. Baylor 

39, Eryon Barnett DB 62" 180 Euless, IX Texas 11. lowa State 

40. Bradley McDougald WR 62" 195 Dublin, OH Kansas 12. Kansas State 
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BY CONFERENCE 


BIG TEN RANKINGS PAC-10 RANKINGS 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School BIG TEN Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Dorian Bell \B 61". 220 Monroeville, PA Ohio State 1, Matt Barkley QB 6'4" 220 Newport Beach, CA _ USC 
2. William Campbell OT 65" 317 Detroit, MI ——_—Michigan TEAM 2. Devon Kennard bf 6 Phoenix, AZ etic 
“3._Jaamal Berry RE S11" 195 Pinecrest'Fl_ Ohio State RANKINGS = 3. Vontaze Burfict “1B Corona,CA —=sArizona State 
4 EricShrve OL 67" 92 Scranton,PA ~~ PennStole_ ~=—S>1. Ohio State “& Tarvislones +18 63" 225 Columbus,GA USC 
5. MarcusHall OLS" 300 Cleveland, OH Ohio State 2. Michigan 5. Randall Carroll “WR S'1i" 185 Los Angeles, CA ~~ UCLA 
6, John Simon _ DT 63" 2S Youngstown, OH Ohio State _ 3. Penn State 6. Patrick Hall ___AIH 61" 185 Oxnard, CA USC 
7.__Jefion Stokes “WR 61178 Philadelphia, PA Michigan 4 Michigan State _7-_CoreyAdams DI 63° 292 ‘Scottsdale, AZ__‘Arizono State 
&_W. Turner DB 62 185 Nossillon,OH _—_—Michigan 5 linois 8._ Morrell Presley. Te 64" 215 Corson,CA CCA 
K! Edwin Baker RB 5110" 205 Highland Park, MI Michigan State 6. Wisconsin 9. John Martinez OL 63" 275 Murray, UT = USC 
10. ‘Kevin Newsome _ OB 63" 22 Portsmouth, VA _ “Penn State _ 7. Minnesota 10. Kevin Grof = OL 66" 315 Agoura Hills, CA __USC 
11. Melvin Fellows _ DE oo" 235 Garfield Heights, OH ~ Ohio $ State 8. lowa 11. “Cliff Harris CB S'11" 168 Fresno, CA ___ Oregon 
12. Jamie Wood Pickerington, OH Ohio State 9. suche 12. Fronkie Telfort Ss 1B 60" 205 Miami, FL = USC 
13, Corey rey Brown __ Monroeville, PA ae te 10.In oad S63" 205 Fresno, CA USC 
14. CJ. Barnett 180 Dayton, OH Ohio State _ iL. akarithaestarn ae, ___ OL__—6'3"_—-320 ~ San Bernardino, CA Oregon State. 
15. ~_ Kraig Appleton 200 East St. Louis, MO Wisconsin F 15. Xavier Sua-Filo OL 64'S" 285 Provo, UT UCIA 
16. Darrell Givens Fort Washington, MD “Penn State 16. Shayne Skov (B 63" 235 Pawling, NY Stanford — 
17. ChrisFields ~ Painesville, OH Ohio State 17. JawanzaStarling DB 61" 190 Tallohassee,FL ~ USC 
18. Jordan Whiting 1B 61" 235 Louisville, KY ~ Ohio State 18. Byron Moore ATH 61" 205” Carson, CA “USC 
19. Craig Roh OE Scottsdale, AZ Michigan _ 19. Deondre Coleman DT 66° 309 Seattle, WA ~ Col 
rryHawthorne WR East St. Louis, MO ~ Illinois — 20. Marquis Simmons 18 61" 225 Compton, CA We 
91. David Barrent ~ OL . Clive,IA —_—_—_—‘Michigan State 21. Richard Brehaut QB 62" 206 Rancho Cucamonga, CA UCLA 
i DB S'10" 178 Louisville, KY illinois _ 7. MarlonPollard DB 60" 170 San Bernardin UCLA 
WR 62" 190 Ftlouderdale,Fl  OhioStote 23. Levine Toilolo Te 68" 248 LaMeso, CA = ~ Stanford 
24. DionSims TE 65" 24S Orchard take, MI Michigan State 34. DamienThignen ATH 59° 170 Manassas, VA ~ UCLA 
25. Brandon Wegher _—RB ‘Towa 25. Keenan Graham DE 64° 225 losVegos WV UCIA 
26. ChrisNorman LB Michigan State =. PAC-10 2%. ChrisMetcof LB 62" 190 Compton,CA USC 
27, “Anthony l latota __OE 66" 260 | 760 Princeton, N) Michigan TEAM 2. Alex Moscarenas _ Mission Viejo, CA UCLA 
28, Michael Carter 8 si" ‘154 Pompano Beach, ae Minnesota RANKINGS 2. Steve Williams Dallas, TX ee 
29. Gerald ‘Hodges (B 63° 220 Paulsboro, NI Penn State 29. Jemari Roberts [ong Beach, CA Stanford 
30.__leremy Gallon ATH 58" 165 Apopko,Fl Michigan 1, USC 30. Zach Ertz Te 66" 248 Donville, CA Stanford 
31. Forcier QB 61" 185 SonDiego,CA Michigon 2. UCLA 31. StanleyHasiok OL 66" 320 Kapolei, Hi UCIA 
32. inton Washington OL 63" 315 St. Stephen, SC Michigan 3. Stanford 32. JoshNunes QB 64" 205 “Upland, CA ~__ Stanford 
33. Isaiah Bell pp 62" 205 Youngstown,OH _— Michigan. «= 4.ArizonaStote =» 33. JamakRashad Patterson WR 63" 202 McDonough, GA Stonford 
34, lorry i RB S11" 215 BottleCreek, MI __—‘MichiganStote_ 5. Oregon 34. Tyler Gaffney RB 60" 210 San Diego, CA ~ Stanford 
3. WR 63° 209 Wilmington, DE ———_—~Penn State 6. Cal 35. Diante Jackson Wr 62" 200 Walnut Creek, CA n 
3%. LendellBuckner OT chic Bs “Tilinois 7. Arizona 36. Todd Golper 1B 61" 225 Arcadia,CA 
37. AndrewCorter ; 8. Oregon State 37. Charles Siddoway OL 67" 325 Eugene, OR 
38. Denard Robinson “ATH 60" \ 9. Wash, State 38.__ Adam Holl _ATH 64" 195 ~ Tucson, AZ “ 
39. KeenonDavis WR O63" ae Rapids, A 10. Washington 39. James Boyd ATH 65" 230 Los Angeles, CA 
40. Glenn Carson iB 62" 220 Manahawkin, NI Penn State 40. Allen Bridgeford QB 63" 210 Mission Viejo, CA 
g 
g 
bs 
3 
~ 
2 WILLIAM CAMPBELL, MICHIGAN MATT BARKLEY, USC 
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PRESENTS BY Be RUMEN 
SEC RANKINGS C-USA RANKINGS C-USA 
Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School RANKINGS 
1, Russell Shepard _ QB 6'1"_ 180 Houston, TX eo MSs 1. Kendrick Hardy _ RB 610" 200 Monticello,MS Southern Miss 1. Southern Miss 
2. Bryce Brown RB 60" 215 Wichita, KS_————_‘Tennessee 2. Cody Ledford (8B Sit" 213 Tallahassee, FL Tulone 2. Houston 
E _WR 63" 195 Bastrop, LA_ ASU 3. Shavodrick Beaver QB 63" 190 Wichita Falls, a _Tulsa 3. Tulsa 
4 S62" 193 Houston, 1X _» 3450) 4. AJ. Dugat ATH 6'0" 188 Dayton, TX “Houston 4. UCF 
5. C863 195 Gadsden, AL Alabama 5.__losh Robinson CB 5'10" 184 Lauderhill, FL a ae 5. SMU 
4 WR @5* 200 Memphis, TN Georgia 6 Michael Dobson ATH 60" 185 _ Mount Airy, NC EastCarolna __-—=—«- Tulane 
? OL 66" 285° fave Ne Fege- _7-_SrockSonders TE 69" 225 Duth,CA ‘Tone eens 
= —... Hate 8. Gerold West ‘OB SI" 178 “Southern Miss O Memphis. 
“OL Asan 9. Quanfletcher LB '1" _ Marshall 10. Rice 
RB Alakono. 10. Jonathan Davis (8 S205 Tucker, GA UCF 11, Marshall 
1B 63" 225 ‘Andalusia, “AL Alabama 12. UTEP 
CB 60" 180 WestHelena, AR Arkansas 
WR Sil" 176 Sanford, fl ‘Florida R ANKINGS MAC TEAM 
QB él" 205 Tampa, FL Georgia RANKINGS 
DT 64" 275 Quincy, FL ~ Florida Player it Hometown Scie 1 Central Mi 
-. _ . Central Mich. 
CB S11" 171 Atlanta, GA Georgio 1._Darius Moffett 63" ms Chicago,l___Eastern Michigan Wacteen Mich. 
RB_ S10" 200 leesvile,tA—=SsASUS=C(“‘ CByronBest 5110" 180 3, Miami 
DE 65" 260 Greenwood, SC LSU 3. leron Eaddy 5110" 190 Clarksville, MD Central Mi 4. Ball State 
RB 510" 185 "Midwest City, OK Tennessee _ 4. Jeff Fantuzzi 6'4" 280 __ Macomb, Mi Central Mit 5. Bowling Green 
Craig Drun DE oo" 260 Chicago, IL Ole Miss 5. ‘Jon Techner —~ 66" 300 Omaha, NE _ == 6. Kent State 
22, _Tana Patrick __ |B 63" 235 Bridgeport, AL____Alaboma 6 Jacob Green TE 63" 238 Cincinnati, OH 7. Northern Illinois 
23. Devonte Holloman DE 62" 210 RockHill, SC ~ South Carolina — “7. Travis Freeman _ \B 60" 212 Cleveland, OH” Ball State 8. Akron 
24. ee ores ATH 63" 230 Tampa, FL Georgio _ 8. PatrickNicely _—=SQB_—64" 220 Willoughby,OH Akron 9. Buffalo 
OL__ 64" 280 Naples, Fl_ Florida 9. Jeff Wittingham DT <6 300 Atlantic City, NI ‘Temple 10. Temple 
WR 63" 215 Macon, MS__Ole Miss 10. Dylan Farrington DE 65" 230 Adrian, Mi ~ Bowling Green 11. Ohio 
QB 62" 185 Sulphur Springs, TX Auburn 12. Toledo 
Dem offe S64" 215 Columbia, SC South Carolina _ 13. Eastern Mich. 
9. Janzen Jackson CB 60" 174 Lake Charles, LA Tennessee 
30. Chris Burnette OL 6" 300 LaGrange, GA “Georgia MWC RAN KIN GS 
31. Stephon Gilmore $62" 181 RockHill, SC South Carolina 
fSephonG Richardson WR 5'10" 165 Pohokee,Fl ‘Tennessee yes oy A Wt. ‘eestowa ste MWC TEAM 
oe = — 1, Waymon James RB 208 Sherman, TX TCU RANKINGS 
%. Eddie Lacy RB 60" 210 “Geismar, LA Alabama __ LI Fil 138 80" 230 Provo, UT “Tah 1. BYU 
34. Ronnie Wingo RB 63" 220 St. Louis, MO Arkansas Le oe 7 Mea ——__= 2-1CU 
35. Al.McCorron QB 644" 190 Mobile, AL Alabama 3_CaseyPachall____Q8__g$* 194 _ Brownwood, Tk Lz! 2 Utah 
36. Washaun Ealey RB 541" 205 Stillmore, GA Georgia 4. JordanBarrett LB 63" 225 Oak Park, CA UNLV 4 UNLV 
37. Abrylones DT 63" 275 Warner Robins, GA Georgia 5. Graig Bills B62" 202 _ Provo, UT BYU E: New Mexica 
38. Austin Long Ol 63268 Memphis, IN Georgia 6. latuHeimuli OT 63" 296 SoltlokeCity, UT ‘Utah 6. Wyoming 
39. Kendall Kelly WR 63" 215 Gadsden, AL Alabama — 7,_ Richard Wilson _ TE 63" 222 Spanish Fork, UT __ = 7. Colorado State 
40. Jon Bostic ~——S—S*=~«Si@BSC*C«” «295 Wellington, FL ~ Florida 8._kyle Van Noy LB 64" 209 _ Reno, NV BYU 8. San Diego State 
9. Terry Alletto OL__6'4" 280 Parke,CO _ BYU 9. Air Force 
SEC TEAM RANKINGS 10. Jurell Thompson DB = S'11" 200 Wichita Falls, TX TCU 
1. LSU 5. Tennessee 9, Auburn 
2. Alabama 6. South Carolina 10. Miss, State 
3. Georgia 7. Ole Miss 11. Kentucky SUN SELT RANKINGS 
4, Florida 8. Arkansas 12. Vanderbilt ; SUN BELT 
layer Ht Wt Hometown School TEAM 
1. Vinson Bass ae 63" 256 _ Ellenwood, GA Troy RANKINGS 
2. larvez Mars \B S'11" 210 Apopka, FL ro AU 1. Troy 
3._ Phillip Butterfield B62" 200 Hot Springs, AR_ Arkansas State 2. FIU 
4, Anthony Williams WR 62" 205 Tampa, FL Troy 3. FAU 
5. EdHazelett Ol 68" 270 Indianapolis, IN Western Kentucky 4. Middle Tenn. 
6. Dontavious Pyron OT 61" 270 Tompafl Troy __>- Arkansas State 
7. Greg Pratt RB 98" 165 Naples, FL Troy 7 Wed tankock 
SES Kenneth Dillard — LB 60" 190 Miami, FL HU: = 8 Narth Texas 
9. Richard Drake WR 6'2"_—-175 Stone Mountain, GA MISU 9. UL Lafayette 
10. Corey Henry DE 63" 230 Miami, FL FAU 
WAC RANKINGS 
Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown School Raninnee 
1. Aaron Burks WR__6'3"_ 180 _ Grand Prairie, TX Boise State 1 Boise State 
_2.__ Derek Carr QB 63" 200_Bakersfield, CA Fresno State 2 Fresno’Stota 
3 John! Michael Davis {8 60" 225 SantaMargarita,CA _Boise State 3. Hawaii 
4, “Travis Brown (B__6'2"_ 235 Fresno, CA Fresno State 4 leaiecnateck 
5. Joe ‘Southwick - QB 62" 185 Danville, CA Boise State 5, San Jose State 
4 Chad lopati DE 2" 250 Kapolei, HI __ Hawaii 6. Utah State 
7. Malco Malcolm Johnson RB S'11" 190 Gresham, OR 7. Idaho 
8. Rufus Porter (Bo 6" 215 ‘Destrehan, A A 8. Nevada 
9. Tyrone | Duplessis RB 58" 185 New Orleans, LA 9. New Mexico St. 
RUSSELL SHEPARD, LSU 10. Billy Ray Stutemann WR 6'l" 160 Honolulu, Hl Hawai 
186 ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 
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thlon Sports and U-Sports have joined forces to become the ul- 
timate college fantasy destination. Athlon is the industry leader 
in preseason college football coverage and the place to go for in- 
season college fantasy information. U-Sports is entering its 14th 
season as the leader in college fantasy sports contests. This partnership has 
created the one-stop destination for all of your college fantasy needs. 

The college football season at Athlon doesn't stop with the magazine. In fact, 
ir’s just beginning. No matter if you are a college fantasy veteran or interested 
in checking out the hobby, Athlon has you covered. 

The same features that made U-Sports the premier college fantasy contest are 
back, including the ability for each league to choose its talent pool, make waiver 
Wire transactions or trades each week and set your own scoring system. Just 
like any offense in college football, there will be a few new wrinkles for 2009. 
Owners will see a revamped playoff system and have the ability to participate 
in total point leagues — in addition to the standard head-to-head setting. 

The best part about participating in any fantasy league? The draft. Owners 
have the ability to participate in a live draft before the season kicks off. Once 
the season gets going, owners can take advantage of in-game scoring, along 
with player updates throughout the week to keep you informed on the latest 
news and notes. 

Athlon Sports is now your in-season destination for the best college fantasy 
football coverage and provider of college fantasy sports. Here’s what to expect 
each week to help your college fantasy lineup at AthlonFantasySports.com: 

* Start or sit advice 

* Weekly positional rankings 

¢ Waiver wire advice 

* News and notes 
Weekly recaps 
Weekly podcasts 


Don't forget to check AthlonFantasySports.com throughout the offseason 
for updated draft rankings, player profiles, strategy pieces and plenty more to 
start your college fantasy dynasty in 2009. 


Looking ahead to 2009 

There’s no substitute for a proven quarterback. Having a steady, senior lead- 
ership presence in the huddle is often the difference between winning a na- 
tional title or finishing fifth in the conference. The same can be said for college 
fantasy football. 

Quarterbacks dominated the top of the final rankings last year, with eight of 
the top 10 players taking snaps from center, Rice’s Chase Clement led all col- 
lege players with 434 fantasy points, with Houston’s Case Keenum checking in 
at second. Michigan State running back Javon Ringer and Rice tight end James 
Casey were the only skill players in the top 10. 

Even with Clement, Texas Tech’s Graham Harrell and Tulsa's David John- 
son out of eligibility, quarterbacks should dominate the top of 2009 draft. 
Keenum is the top returning player by fantasy points from last season and 
tops Athlon Sports’ first top 150 release. Although running backs tend to 
dominate the top of the draft in NFL fantasy leagues, quarterbacks are usu- 
ally valued more in college. 

After pounding his way for 17 touchdowns last season, Oregon's LeGarrette 
Blount is the No. 1 fantasy running back going into the preseason. Blount 
should see a few more carries come his way, especially with Jeremiah Johnson 
out of eligibility. Although most standard leagues require three starters at run- 
ning back, it’s not a particularly top-heavy year at this position. 

Receivers are the most difficult to peg every year, and outside of Oklahoma 
State's Dez Bryant and Kansas’ Dezmon Briscoe, there is a lot of uncertainty. 
The SMU duo of Aldrick Robinson and Emmanuel Sanders should post plenty 
of fantasy points, and Texas’ Jordan Shipley should be a great value in all league 
formats. However, there are several top 50 receivers in the middle rounds who 
have boom-or-bust potential, 


Top 150 Overall 


For all league formats 


1. Case Keenum, QB, Houston 
2. Dan LeFevour, QB, Central Michigan 
3. Tim Tebow, QB, Florida 
4, Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma 
5. Taylor Potts, QB, Texas Tech 
6. Colin Kaepernick, QB, Nevada 
7. Colt McCoy, QB, Texas 
8. LeGarrette Blount, RB, Oregon 
9. Dez Bryant, WR, Oklahoma State 
10. André Anderson, RB, Tulane 
11. James Starks, RB, Buffalo 
12. Jacquizz Rodgers, RB, Oregon State 
13. Jahvid Best, RB, California 
14. Kendall Hunter, RB, Oklahoma State 
15. DeMarco Murray, RB, Oklahoma 
16. Bryce Beall, RB, Houston 
17. Dezmon Briscoe, WR, Kansas 
18. Zac Robinson, QB, Oklahoma State 
19. Aldrick Robinson, WR, SMU 
20. John Clay, RB, Wisconsin 
21. Eugene Jarvis, RB, Kent State 
22. MiQuale Lewis, RB, Ball State 
23. Chris Brown, RB, Oklahoma 
24. Evan Royster, RB, Penn State 
25. Charles Scott, RB, LSU 
26. Harvey Unga, RB, BYU 
27. Jonathan Dwyer, RB, Georgia Tech 
28. Damion Fletcher, RB, Southern Miss 
29. Jordan Shipley, WR, Texas 
30. Robert Griffin, QB, Baylor 
31. Juice Williams, QB, Illinois 
32. Michael Smith, RB, Arkansas 
33. Ryan Broyles, WR, Oklahoma 
34. Mardy Gilyard, WR, Cincinnati 
35. DeAndre Brown, WR, Southern Miss 
36. Mark Ingram, RB, Alabama 
37. Antonio Brown, WR, Central Michigan 
38. Todd Reesing, QB, Kansas 
39. Jermaine Gresham, TE, Oktahoma 
40. Emmanuel Sanders, WR, SMU 
41. Tyron Carrier, WR, Houston 
42. Arrelious Benn, WR, Illinois 
43. Max Hall, QB, BYU 
44. C.J. Spiller, RB, Clemson 
45. Derrick Washington, RB, Missouri 
46. Noel Devine, RB, West Virginia 
47. Dennis Pitta, TE, BYU 
48. Golden Tate, WR, Notre Dame 
49. Detron Lewis, WR, Texas Tech 
50. Trevor Vittatoe, QB, UTEP 
51. Rob Gronkowski, TE, Arizona 
52. Jewel Hampton, RB, Iowa 
53. Brandon Minor, RB, Michigan 
54. Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 
55. D.J. Williams, TE, Arkansas 
56. Kris Adams, WR, UTEP 
57. Jeremy Avery, RB, Boise State 
58. Dexter McCluster, WR, Ole Miss 
59. Darren Evans, RB, Virginia Tech 
60. Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 
61. Anthony Dixon, RB, Mississippi State 
62. Danie! Porter, RB, Louisiana Tech 
63. Jeremiah Masoli, QB, Oregon 
64. Aaron Hernandez, TE, Florida 
65. James Rodgers, WR, Oregon State 
66. Roy Helu Jr, RB, Nebraska 
67. Damaris Johnson, WR, Tulsa 
68. Naaman Roosevelt, WR, Buffalo 
69. Matt Asiata, RB, Utah 
70. Charles Clay, RB, Tulsa 
71. Vai Taua, RB, Nevada 
72. Baron Batch, RB, Texas Tech 
73. Jerrel Jernigan, WR, Troy 
74. Kerry Meier, WR, Kansas 
75. Eric Decker, WR, Minnesota 


76. Toby Gerhart, RB, Stanford 
77. Jacob Bower, QB, Tulsa 
78. Brandon West, RB, Western Michigan 
79. Victor Anderson, RB, Louisville 
80. TY. Hilton, WR, Florida International 
81. Jake Sharp, RB, Kansas 
82. Cody Slate, TE, Marshall 
83. Jeff Moturi, WR, UTEP 
84. Austin Davis, QB, Southern Miss 
85. Duduan Harris, RB, Troy 
86. Cortez Gent, WR, Florida Atlantic 
87. Bryan Anderson, WR, Central Michigan 
88. Kellen Moore, QB, Boise State 
89. Damian Williams, WR, USC 
90. Joe Webb, QB, UAB 
91. Garrett Graham, TE, Wisconsin 
92. Ryan Wolfe, WR, UNLV 
93. Juan Nunez, WR, Western Michigan 
94. Austin Pettis, WR, Boise State 
95. Bo Levi Mitchell, QB, SMU 
96. Ryan Mathews, RB, Fresno State 
97. Jason Harmon, TE, Florida Atlantic 
98. Da’Rel Scott, RB, Maryland 
99. A.J. Green, WR, Georgia 
100. Adron Tennell, WR, Oklahoma 
101. Reggie Arnold, RB, Arkansas State 
102. Greg Alexander, QB, Hawaii 
103. Kendall Wright, WR, Baylor 
104. Stephen Williams, WR, Toledo 
105. Jermaine Thomas, RB, Florida State 
106. Florida Defense 
107. Darius Marshall, RB, Marshall 
108. Chris Wellington, WR, Nevada 
109. Brandon LaFell, WR, LSU 
110. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 
111. Frank Goodin, RB, UL Monroe 
112. Jevan Snead, QB, Ole Miss 
113. Jimmy Clausen, QB, Notre Dame 
114. Caleb King, RB, Georgia 
115. Jake Locker, QB, Washington 
116. Jeff Fuller, WR, Texas A&M 
117. USC Defense 
118. Nic Grigsby, RB, Arizona 
119. Joseph Turner, RB, TCU 
120. Lyle Leong, WR, Texas Tech 
121. Jamie McCoy, TE, Texas A&M 
122. Alabama Defense 
123. Oklahoma Defense 
124. Daniel Herron, RB, Ohio State 
125. Graig Cooper, RB, Miami 
126. Curtis Steele, RB, Memphis 
127. Dion Morton, WR, Colorado State 
128. Ohio State Defense 
129. Malcolm Williams, WR, Texas 
130. Ed Dickson, TE, Oregon 
131. Virginia Tech Defense 
132. McKay Jacobson, WR, BYU 
133. North Carolina Defense 
134. Penn State Defense 
135. Edwin Baker, RB, Michigan State 
136. Duane Bennett, RB, Minnesota 
137. Slick Shelley, WR, Tulsa 
138. Tony Pike, QB, Cincinnati 
139. Tim Hiller, QB, Western Michigan 
140. Jacory Stone, WR, Eastern Michigan 
141. Lu. Castile, WR, Houston 
142. Rusty Smith, QB, Florida Atlantic 
143. Russell Wilson, QB, NC State 
144. Jordan Todman, RB, Connecticut 
145. Jaycen Taylor, RB, Purdue 
146. California Defense 
147. Daryll Clark, QB, Penn State 
148. DaJuane Collins, RB, Toledo 
149. Phillip Livas, WR, Louisiana Tech 
150. Mike McNeill, TE, Nebraska 
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Quarterbacks 


1. Case Keenum, Houston 
2. Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 
3. Tim Tebow, Florida 
4. Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 
5. Taylor Potts, Texas Tech 
6. Colin Kaepernick, Nevada 
7. Colt McCoy, Texas 
8. Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 
9. Robert Griffin, Baylor 
10. Juice Williams, Illinois 
11. Todd Reesing, Kansas 
12. Max Hall, BYU 
13. Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 
14. Terrelle Pryor, Ohio State 
15. Jeremiah Masoli, Oregon 
16. Jacob Bower, Tulsa 
17. Austin Davis, Southern Miss 
18. Kellen Moore, Boise State 
19. Joe Webb, UAB 
20. Bo Levi Mitchell, SMU 
21. Greg Alexander, Hawaii 
22. Jevan Snead, Ole Miss 
23. Jimmy Clausen, Notre Dame 
24. Jake Locker, Washington 
25. Tony Pike, Cincinnati 
26. Tim Hiller, Western Michigan 
27. Rusty Smith, Florida Atlantic 
28. Russell Wilson, NC State 
29. Daryll Clark, Penn State 
30. Ryan Mallett, Arkansas 
31, Matt Grothe, South Florida 
32. Corey Leonard, Arkansas State 
33. Austen Arnaud, Iowa State 
34. Omar Clayton, UNLV 
35. Tyler Sheehan, Bowling Green 
36, Tyrod Taylor, Virginia Tech 
37. Adam Weber, Minnesota 
38. Jerrod Johnson, Texas A&M 
39. Blaine Gabbert, Missouri 
40. Andy Dalton, TCU 
41. Diondre Borel, Utah State 
42. Levi Brown, Troy 
43. Arkelon Hall, Memphis 
44, Jarrett Brown, West Virginia 
45. Chris Jacquemain, Akron 
46. Andy Schmitt, Eastern Michigan 
47. Boo Jackson, Ohio 
48. Aaron Corp, USC 
49. Christian Ponder, Florida State 
50. Mike Kafka, Northwestern 


Running Backs 


. LeGarrette Blount, Oregon 

. André Anderson, Tulane 

. James Starks, Buffalo 

. Jacquizz Rodgers, Oregon State 
. Jahvid Best, California 


. DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma 
. Bryce Beall, Houston 


3 
4 
5 
6. Kendall Hunter, Oklahoma State 
7 
8 
9 


26. 


27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


32, 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
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38. 
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40. 
41. 
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51. 
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62. 
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67. 
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69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 


75 


. John Clay, Wisconsin 

. Eugene Jarvis, Kent State 

. MiQuale Lewis, Ball State 

. Chris Brown, Oklahoma 

. Evan Royster, Penn State 

. Charles Scott, LSU 

. Harvey Unga, BYU 

. Jonathan Dwyer, Georgia Tech 
. Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 
. Michael Smith, Arkansas 

. Mark Ingram, Alabama 

. C.J. Spiller, Clemson 

. Derrick Washington, Missouri 
. Noel Devine, West Virginia 

. Jewel Hampton, Iowa 

. Brandon Minor, Michigan 

. Jeremy Avery, Boise State 
Darren Evans, Virginia Tech 

. Anthony Dixon, Mississippi State 
. Daniel Porter, Louisiana Tech 

. Roy Helu ur, Nebraska 

. Matt Asiata, Utah 

. Charles Clay, Tulsa 

Vai Taua, Nevada 

Baron Batch, Texas Tech 

Toby Gerhart, Stanford 
Brandon West, Western Michigan 
Victor Anderson, Louisville 
Jake Sharp, Kansas 

DuJuan Harris, Troy 

Ryan Mathews, Fresno State 
Da’Rel Scott, Maryland 

Reggie Arnold, Arkansas State 
Jermaine Thomas, Florida State 
Darius Marshall, Marshall 
Frank Goodin, UL-Monroe 
Caleb King, Georgia 

Nic Grigsby, Arizona 

Joseph Turner, TCU 

Daniel Herron, Ohio State 
Graig Cooper, Miami 

Curtis Steele, Memphis 

Joe McKnight, USC 

Edwin Baker, Michigan State 
Duane Bennett, Minnesota 
Jordan Todman, Connecticut 
Jaycen Taylor, Purdue 
DaJuane Collins, Toledo 

Phillip Tanner, MTSU 

Jeff Demps, Florida 

Mike Ford, South Florida 
Bryce Brown, Tennessee 
Christine Michael, Texas A&M 
Deonte’ Jackson, Idaho 

Jay Finley, Baylor 

Armando Allen, Notre Dame 
Luke Lippincott, Nevada 

Keola Antolin, Arizona 

Cam Montgomery, North Texas 
Mikell Simpson, Virginia 
Shaun Draughn, North Carolina 
Stephen Simmons, Northwestern 
Rodney Stewart, Colorado 
Jarvis Giles, South Carolina 
James Wright, New Mexico 
Montel Harris, Boston College 
. Brynn Harvey, UCF 


VV/ide Receivers 


. Dez Bryant, Oklahoma State 
. Dezmon Briscoe, Kansas 
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Aldrick Robinson, SMU 


. Jordan Shipley, Texas 

. Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 

. Mardy Gilyard, Cincinnati 

. DeAndre Brown, Southern Miss 

. Antonio Brown, Central Michigan 


Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 
Tyron Carrier, Houston 
Arrelious Benn, Illinois 
Golden Tate, Notre Dame 
Detron Lewis, Texas Tech 
Kris Adams, «!TEP 

Dexter McCluster, Ole Miss 
Michael Floyd, Notre Dame 
James Rodgers, Oregon State 
Damaris Johnson, Tulsa 
Naaman Roosevelt, Buffalo 


. Jerrel Jernigan, Troy 


Kerry Meier, Kansas 

Eric Decker, Minnesota 

LY. Hilton, Florida International 
Jeff Moturi, UTEP 

Cortez Gent, Florida Atlantic 
Bryan Anderson, Central Michigan 
Damian Williams, USC 

Ryan Wolfe, UNLV 

Juan Nunez, Western Michigan 
Austin Pettis, Boise State 

A.J. Green, Georgia 

Adron Tennell, Oklahoma 
Kendall Wright, Baylor 
Stephen Williams, Toledo 

Chris Wellington, Nevada 
Brandon LaFell, LSU 

Julio Jones, Alabama 

Jeff Fuller, Texas A&M 

Lyle Leong, Texas Tech 

Dion Morton, Colorado State 
Malcolm Williams, Texas 
McKay Jacobson, BYU 

Kevin Jurovich, San Jose State 
Slick Shelley, Tulsa 

Jacory Stone, Eastern Michigan 
Lu. Castile, Houston 

Brandon Banks, Kansas State 
Phillip Livas, Louisiana Tech 
Deonte Thompson, Florida 
Jimmy Young, TCU 

Carlos Singleton, Memphis 
Edward Britton, Texas Tech 
Patrick Edwards, Houston 
Andre Jones, Akron 

Titus Young, Boise State 
Ronald Johnson, USC 

Shay Hodge, Ole Miss 

Andre Debose, Florida 

Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green 
D'Andre Goodwin, Washington 
Tramain Swindall, Texas Tech 
Joe Adams, Arkansas 

DeVier Posey, Ohio State 

Ryan Tannehill, Texas A&M 
Briggs Orsbon, Ball State 
Rashaun Greer, Colorado State 
O'Neill Chambers, BYU 
Jeremy Williams, Tulane 

Mike Williams, Syracuse 
Brandon Collins, Texas 
Danario Alexander, Missouri 
Vincent Brown, San Diego State 
Terrell Turner, Arizona 

Malcolm Beyah, MTSU 

Duke Calhoun, Memphis 


EGE FANTASY FOOTBALL 


oh, 
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Tight Ends — 


1. Jermaine Gresham, Oklahoma 
2. Dennis Pitta, BYU 
3. Rob Gronkowski, Arizona 
4. D.J. Williams, Arkansas 
5. Aaron Hernandez, Florida 
6. Cody Slate, Marshall 
7. Garrett Graham, Wisconsin 
8. Jason Harmon, Florida Atlantic 
9. Jamie McCoy, Texas A&M 
10. Ed Dickson, Oregon 
11. Mike McNeill, Nebraska 
12. Kyle Rudolph, Notre Dame 
3. Andrew Jones, Missouri 
14, Richard Dickson, LSU 
15. Tony Moeaki, Iowa 
16. Josh LeDuc, Eastern Michigan 
17. Jamari Grant, Florida Atlantic 
18. Ben Wooster, Wake Forest 
19, Andrew George, BYU 
20. Greg Boone, Virginia Tech 


Kickers 


1. Dan Bailey, Oklahoma State 
2. Brett Swenson, Michigan State 
3. Hunter Lawrence, Texas 
4, Jonathan Phillips, Florida 
5. Philip Welch, Wisconsin 
6. Tress Way, Oklahoma 
7. Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 
8. Joshua Shene, Ole Miss 
9. Alex Henery, Nebraska 
10. Leigh Tiffin, Alabama 
11. Thomas Weber, Arizona State 
12. Sam Glusman, Troy 
13. Ross Evans, TCU 
14. Josh Arauco, Arkansas State 
15. Blair Walsh, Georgia 


Defenses 


1, Florida 16. Texas 

2. USC 17. Clemson 

3. Alabama 18. LSU 

4. Oklahoma 19. Ole Miss 

5. Ohio State 20. Florida State 

6. Virginia Tech 21. Auburn 

7. North Carolina 22. Georgia 

8. Penn State 23. East Carolina 

9. California 24. Michigan State 
10. Tennessee 25. UCLA 
11. Lowa 26, Georgia Tech 
12. Boston College 27. Kentucky 
13. Utah 28. Connecticut 
14. TCU 29. Arizona State 
15. Boise State 30. Miami 


JUCO 


Terrance Cain, QB, Utah 

Jon Eastman, QB, Colorado State 
Leonard Mason, RB, Colorado State 
Lamon Muldrow, RB, San Jose State 
Reggie Dunn, WR, Oregon State 
Tyrece Gaines, WR, Oregon 

Jamar Howard, WR, Cincinnati 
Cameron Kenney, WR, Oklahoma 
Chris Matthews, WR, Kentucky 
Andre Simmons, WR, Colorado 
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. : { ’ 6. 7. 8 9 10. il 12 
Case Keenum | TimTebow Colin Colt McCoy | Dan LeFevour 


Sam Bradford | Taylor Potts LeGarrette | Terrelle Pryor Dez Bryant Kellen Moore Jacquizz 


QB QB Kaepernick 
Houston Florida QB 
Nevada 


24. 
DeAndre 
Brown 
WR 
Southern Miss 


23. 
MiQuale Lewis 
RB 
Ball State 


22. 
James Starks 
RB 
Buffalo 


25. 
Bryce Beall 
RB 
Houston 


26. 
Jordan Shipley 
WR 
Texas 


27. 

Charles Scott 
RB 
LSU 


48. 47. 46. 
Ryan Broyles | Harvey Unga | Arrelious Benn 
WR RB WR 
Oklahoma BYU Illinois 


49. 50. 
Rob Dexter DJ. Williams 
Gronkowski McCluster TE 
TE WR Arkansas 
Arizona Ole Miss 


51. 


72, 71 70. 
Toby Gerhart | Charles Clay | Michael Smith 
RB RB RB 
Stanford Tulsa Arkansas 


73. 74. 75. 
Damaris Kevin Jurovich | Kendall Wright 
Johnson WR WR 
WR SUSU Baylor 
Tulsa 


QB 
Texas 


QB 
Central 
Michigan 


QB 
Oklahoma 


21. 20. 19. 18. 


André 
Anderson 
RB 
Tulane 


Kendall Hunter 
RB 
Oklahoma St. 


Dezmon 
Briscoe 
WR 
Kansas 


28. 29. 
Derrick 
Washington 
RB 
Missouri 


Aldrick 
Robinson 
WR 
SMU 


Jonathan 
Dwyer 
RB 
Georgia Tech 


45, § 43. 
Detron Lewis | Tyron Carrier | Eugene Jarvis 
WR WR RB 
Texas Tech Houston Kent State 


52. 53. 54, 58, 


Antonio Brown | Dennis Pitta 
WR TE 
Central BYU 

Michigan 


dake Sharp 
RB 
Kansas 


69. 68. 
Austin Davis 
QB 
Southern Miss 


Max Hall 
QB 
BYU 


Emmanuel 
Sanders 
WR 
SMU 


76. i , 79. 
Baron Batch 


Roy Helu ur. 
RB 
Nebraska 


Anthony Dixon | Brandon Minor 
RB RB 
Miss. State Michigan 


30. 31. 
Chris Brown 


42. 41. 40. 
Mardy Gilyard 


67. 66. 
Ryan Wolfe 


QB 
Ohio State 


WR 
Oklahoma St. 


Blount 
RB 
Oregon 


QB 
Texas Tech 


17. . 15. 
Trevor Vittatoe| Jahvid Best | Zac Robinson 
QB RB QB 
UTEP California Oklahoma St. 


DeMarco 
Murray 
RB 
Oklahoma 


3. 34. 
Noel Devine 
RB 
West Virginia 


32. 

Damion 
Fletcher 
RB 
Southern Miss 


Vai Taua 
RB 
Nevada 


RB 
Oklahoma 


39. 
Robert Griffin 
QB 
Baylor 


Golden Tate 
WR 
Notre Dame 


Jacob Bower 
QB 
Tulsa 


WR 
Cincinnati 


56. 57. 58. 
Matt Asiata Aaron C.J. Spiller 
RB Hernandez RB 
Utah TE Clemson 


Florida 


Jewel 
Hampton 
RB 
Iowa 


65. 64, 
James 
Rodgers 

WR 

Oregon State 

80. 81. 82. 

Brandon LaFell| Joe McKnight | Cody Slate 


WR RB TE 
LSU USC Marshall 


63. 
AJ. Green 
WR 
Georgia 


Damian 
Williams 
WR 
USC 


WR 
UNLV 


RB 
Texas Tech 


For the rest of the mock draft and updated rankings, Visit athlonsports.com. 


Offense 

10 yards rushing = 1 point 

10 yards receiving = 1 point 

25 yards passing = 1 point 

4 points per passing TD 

6 points per rushing TD 

6 points per receiving TD 

6 points per punt/kick return touchdown 
0.5 points per reception 


Dwight Dasher, QB, Middle Tennessee New co- 
ordinator Tony Franklin should ignite the Blue 
Raiders’ offense. 


Riley Dodge, QB, North Texas Expect the 
Mean Green to be involved in plenty of 
shootouts. 


Christian Ponder, QB, Florida State Improving 
passer with young receivers, but adds value 
with rushing ability. 

Matt Scott, QB, Arizona Cats will miss Willie 
Tuitama, but Scott is a promising dual-threat 
option. 


Mario Fannin, RB, Auburn Gus Malzahn bring- 
ing high-powered offense to the Plains. 


Jason Ford, RB, Illinois Ford's solid spring 
should result in more carries this season. 


Dion Lewis, RB, Pittsburgh No LeSean McCoy? 
Someone will get carries in the Steel City. 


Kickers 

Less than 30 yards = 3 pts 
40-49 yards = 4 pts 

50-59 yards = 5 pts 

Greater than 60 yards = 6 pts 


Sleepers 


Mossis Madu, RB/WR, Oklahoma A deep 
backfield in Norman, but Madu is a nice all- 
around threat. 


Mikell Simpson, RB, Virginia Should shine on 
the ground and with receptions in UVA’s new 
spread offense. 

dames Wright, RB, New Mexico Can the 
Lobos continue streak of 1,000-yard rushers? 


Joe Adams, WR, Arkansas Shined as a fresh- 
man; only getting better with Ryan Mallett 
under center. 


Randall Cobb, WR, Kentucky Wildcats desper- 


ately need playmakers, and Cobb is the most 
dynamic option on the roster. 


Darius Darks, WR, lowa State New offense 
should provide plenty of opportunities. 


Jarred Fayson, WR, Illinois Illini finally get le- 
gitimate No. 2 option for Juice Williams. 


Team Defenses 
0 points allowed - 15 pts 

2-6 points allowed - 10 pts 
7-13 points allowed - 7 pts 
14-20 points allowed - 4 pts 
21-27 points allowed - 2 pts 
28-34 points allowed - 0 pts 
35+ points allowed -(-2) pts 


Sacks - 1 pt 


QB 
Boise State 


14 
Todd Reesing 
QB 
Kansas 


35. 
Evan Royster 
RB 
Penn State 


38. 
Darren Evans 
RB 
Virginia Tech 


59. 
Julio Jones 
WR 
Alabama 


62 
Eric Decker 
WR 
Minnesota 


83. 
Nate Byham 
TE 
Pittsburgh 


Safeties - 2 pts 
Fumbles recovered - 3 pts 
Interceptions recovered - 3 pts 


Rodgers 
RB 
Oregon State 


13. 
John Clay 
RB 
Wisconsin 


6. 
Juice Williams 
QB 
Illinois 


37. 
Jermaine 
Gresham 

TE 
Oklahoma 


60. 
Mark Ingram 
RB 
Alabama 


61 
Michael Floyd 
WR 
Notre Dame 


84. 
Jeremiah 
Masoli 
QB 
Oregon 


Defensive/Special Teams touchdowns - 6 pts 


Terence Jeffers, WR, Vanderbilt Connecticut 
transfer should be a good fit in Commodores’ 
new offense. 


Aldarius Johnson, WR, Miami Rising sopho- 
more will benefit from Jacory Harris’ contin- 
ued growth under center. 


Matt Barkley, QB, USC 

Tate Forcier, QB, Michigan 
Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia 
Tyrik Rollison, QB, Auburn 
Russell Shepard, QB, LSU 

Edwin Baker, RB, Michigan State 


Jaamal Berry, RB, Ohio State 


Dwight Jones, WR, North Carolina Strong 
spring showing should push Jones as the No. 
1 option for Tu. Yates. 


DeVier Posey, WR, Ohio State Someone will 
catch passes from Terrelle Pryor, and Posey 
could be the top option. 


Torrey Smith, WR, Maryland Explosive sopho- 
more should see plenty of passes from quar- 
terback Chris Turner. 


Kavario Middleton, TE, Washington With Jake 
Locker healthy, Huskies should see improved 
passing attack. 
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Bryce Brown, RB, Tennessee 
Washaun Ealey, RB, Georgia 
Jarvis Giles, RB, South Carolina 
Christine Michael, RB, Texas A&M 
Trent Richardson, RB, Alabama 
Chris Whaley, RB, Texas 

Jheranie Boyd, WR, North Carolina 
Randall Carroll, WR, UCLA 

Andre Debose, WR, Florida 

Willie Downs, WR, Florida State 
Logan Heastie, WR, West Virginia 
Rueben Randle, WR, LSU 

Morrell Presley, TE, UCLA 
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What the...? 


There are garden-variety upsets, and then there are those scores that elicit a stunned double-take as they scroll 
past on the ticker. Here are our top 10 jaw-droppers — not all of which are upsets — from the 2008 season. 


AUG. 30 AT TEXAS A&M 
The Mike Sherman era opened with a sobering loss to an Arkansas State 
team that had a losing record in the Sun Belt the previous season. The 
Aggies were outgained 415-to-303 en route to their first non-confer- 
ence loss at home since 2003. 


SEPT. 6 AT EAST CAROLINA 
Yes, East Carolina was coming off an upset of Virginia Tech. And yes, 
the game was in Greenville. But West Virginia was a preseason top 10 
team that featured one of the nation’s most explosive offenses. On this 
day, the Mountaineers failed to score a touchdown for the first time 
since 2001 and were limited to a season-low 251 yards. 


SEPT. 13 AT MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Even if we had known just how bad some of the offenses in the SEC 
were going to be, this score would still be shocking. Mississippi State 
was held to 116 total yards and scored its only points when Auburn was 
flagged for holding in the end zone in the fourth quarter. 


OCT. 4 AT VIRGINIA 
Virginia entered the game winless against FBS competition and was 
fresh off a 31-3 loss at Duke. Maryland, on the other hand, was riding 
a three-game winning streak that included victories over Cal and at 
Clemson. The fact that Virginia won the game wasn't too big of a sur- 
prise — the margin of victory, however, was shocking. 


OCT. 11 AT MICHIGAN 
We are well aware that Michigan was not good last year. But Toledo was 
worse. The Rockets were 1—4 at the time of this game and had lost at 
home to FIU, 35-16, two weeks earlier and had been outgained 482- 
to-157 the week before in a 31-0 loss to Ball Stare. But the Wolverines 
could muster no more than 290 yards of offense and 10 points in their 
first-ever loss to a MAC school. 
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NOV. 8 AT TENNESSEE 
Mere days after Phil Fulmer an- 
nounced his resignation, Tennessee 
hosted hapless Wyoming in what fig- 
ured to be a get-well game for the 3-6 
Vols. But Wyoming, which was also 
3-6 and at the time and ranked last in 
the nation in scoring, handed the Vols 
their seventh loss of the season, ensur- 
ing that Fulmer’s final year in 
Knoxville would not end with a trip to 
a bowl game. 


NOV. 15 AT HOUSTON 
Tulsa's hopes of crashing the BCS 
party ended with a 30-23 loss at 
Arkansas in early November, but the 
Golden Hurricane were still unde- 
feated in Conference USA action and 
had won their five league games by an 
average of 27.2 points. That all ended 


in Houston, where the Cougars 
blitzed Tulsa in an epic beatdown that 
would have made Andre Ware and 
Jack Pardee proud. 
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NOV. 22 AT 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Upstart (or so we thought) North Carolina entered the annual show- 
down against the Wolfpack with a 7—3 record and a defense that had not 
allowed more than 27 points in any of its first 10 games. NC State had 
won two straight but was only 4-6 on the season. Led by emerging quar- 
terback Russell Wilson, the Pack rolled up a season-high 466 yards, and 
the NC State defense forced six turnovers while limiting UNC toa sea- 
son-low 203 yards of offense. 


NOV. 22 AT NOTRE DAME 
Syracuse was 2-8 overall and had fired head coach Greg Robinson only 
four days before leaving for South Bend. The Orange were arguably the 
worst BCS conference team outside the state of Washington. But led by 
a surprisingly adequate offense — SU had failed to hit the 175-yard 
mark in its two previous games — the Orange held off a late Notre 
Dame charge before a stunned crowd of 80,795 in South Bend. 


DEC. 31 AT ATLANTA 
An LSU win over Georgia Tech wasn’t a huge surprise, but the thor- 
oughness of this beating in the Chick-fil-A Bowl was quite stunning. 
LSU had given up 31 points in each of its previous three games, and 
red-hot Georgia Tech had rolled up 45 points against Georgia in Athens 
in its final regular-season game. 
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